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THE fame of Gratian, before he had ac-Charaaer 
compUflied the twentieth year of his agejJu^'^^f'j^g 
was equal to that of the moft celebrated princes, emperor 
His gentle and amiable difpofition endeared him^'^^*"* 
to his private friends, the graceful affability of —'383.^^^ 
his manners engaged the afiedtion of the peo«- 
pie: the men of letters, who enjoyed the libe- 
rality, acknowledged the tafte and eloquence. 
Vol. V. B of 
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of thtir fovereign ; his valour and dexterity in 
arms were equally applauded by the foldiers; 
and the clergy confidered the humble piety of 
Gratian as the firft and moft ufeful of his vir- 
tues. The vidtory "of Colmar had delivered the 
Weft from a formidable invafion \ and the grate- 
ful provinces of the Eaft afcribed the merits of 
Theodofius, to the author of his greatnefs, and 
of the public fafety. ^ Gratian furvived thofe 
memorable events only four or five years -, but 
he furvived his reputation'; and, before he fell a 
viftim to rebellion, he had loft, in a great mea- 
fure, the refped and confidence of the Roman 
world. 
Hiidefeai. The remarkable -alteration of his charadler or 
condudl, may not be imputed to the arts of flat- 
tery, which had befieged the fon of Valentinian 
fi-om his infancy •, nor to the headftrong paflions 
which that gentle youth appears to have ef- 
caped. A more attentive view of the life of 
Gratian, may perhaps fviggieft. the true caufe of 
the difappointmenf of the public hopes. His 
apparent virtues, inftead of being the hardy 
produdlions of experience and adverfity, were 
the premature and artificial fruits of a royal edu- 
cation. The ans^ioufi tendernefs of his father 
was continually employed to beftow on him 
thofe advantages, which he might perhaps.efteem 
the more highly, as he himfelf had been de- 
prived of them; and the moft (kilful mafters of 
every fcience, and of every art, had laboured to 
form the mind and body of the young pr'mce(i). 

The 



(i) Valentinian was lefs attentive to the religion of his fon ; 
fmce l^e entrufted the education of Gratian to Aufonius, a pro- 
feffed Pag^n (Mem. de TAcademie dos Infcriptions, torn. kv. p* 
1,25—138.), The poetical fame of Aufonius condemns the talie 
of Ills age. 
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The knowledge which they painfully commu- 
nicated was difplayed with oftentation, and ce- 
lebrated with lavirfi praife. His foft and trada- 
ble difpofition received the fair impreflion of 
their judicious precepts, and the abfcnce of paf* 
fion might eafily be miftaken for tlie ftrengtn of 
reafon. His preceptors gradually rofe to the 
rank and confequence of niinifters of llate (2); 
and, as they wifely diffembJed their fecret au- 
thority, he feemed to adk with firmnefs, with 
propriety, and with judgment, on the moft im- 
portant occafions of his life and reign. But the 
influence of this elaborate inftruclion did not pe- 
ne'trate beyond the furfacej and the flcilful pre- 
ceptors, who fo accurately guided the fteps of 
their royal pupil, could not infufe into his teeble 
and indolent character, the vigorous and inde- 
pendent principle of adtion, which renders the 
laborious purfuit of glory effentially neceffary to 
the happinefs, and almoft to the exiftence, of 
the hero. As foon as time and accident had re- 
moved thofe faithful counfellors from the throne, 
the emperor of the Weft infenfibly defcended 
to the level of his natural genius; abandoned the 
reins of government to the ambitious, hands 
which were ftretched forwards to grafp them ; 
and amufed his leifure with the moft frivolous 
gratifications. A public fale of favour and in- 
juftice was inftituted, both in the court, and in 
the provinces, by the worthlefs delegates of his 
power, whofe merit, it was made Jacrilege to 
B 2 queftion 



(4) Aufonius was fucccflivcly promoted to the pixtorian prae- 
fcaurcof Italy (A. D. 377O1 a"^ ^^ ^aul (A. D. 378.)} and 
vras at length invefted with the confulihip (A. D. 3790- H« 
cxprefled bis gratitude in a fervile and infipid piece of flattery 
(Aftio Gratiarum, p. 699— 736.)> which has furvivcd n^ore wor. 
thy produAions. . 
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quellion (3). The confcience of the eredulous 
prince W49 diredted by faints and biQiQps(4); 
who procured an Imperial edi6t to punilh, as a 
capital offence, the violation, the negleft, or 
even the ignorance, of the divine law (5). Ar 
inong the various arts which had exercifed the 
youth of Gratian, he had applied hinifelf, with 
iingular inclination and fuccefs, to manage the 
horfe, to draw the bow, and to dart the javelin s 
and thefe qualifications, which might be ufeful 
to a foldier, were proftituted to the viler pur- 
pofes of hunting. Large parks were inclofed 
for the Imperial pleafures, and plentifully flock- 
ed with every fpecies of wild beafts; and Gra- 
tian negledted the duties, and even the dignity, 
of his. rank, to confume whole days in the 
vain difplay of his dexterity and boldnefs in the 
chace. The pride and wilh of the Roman em- 
peror to excel in an art, in which he might be 
furpafled by the meaneft of his flaves, reminded 
the numerous fpeftators of the examples of Ne- 
ro and Commodus: but the chafte and tempe- 
rate Gratian was a ftranger to their monftrous 
vices ; and his hands were ftaincd only with the 
blood of animals (6). 

The 



(3) Difpufarc dc prfncipali judicio non oportet. Sacrilegii enim 
jnltar eft- dubitare, an is dignns fit, quern elegerit imperator. Cq- 
dtx JuftinJan. J. ix. tit. xxix. leg. 3, This convenient law was re- 
vived and promulgated, after the death of Gratian, by the feeble 
court of Milan. 

(4) Arabrofe compofed, for his inHruflion, a theological trea- 
tife on the faith of the Trinity : and Tillemont (Hift. des Em- 
percurs, torn, v. p. 158. 169.) afcribcs to the arch-bifliop the 
merit of Gratian^s intolerant laws. 

.(5) Qi?'. divinae Icgis fanaitatem, nefciendo omittunt, aut ne.- 
gligendo violant, et offendunt, facrilegium commiitunt. Codejc 
Jultinian. 1. ix. tit. xxix. leg. i . Theodofius indeed may claim 
his /liare, in the merit of this comprehenfive layv. 

(6) Ammianus (xxxi. 10. ) and the younger Vi^lor acfenow- 
ledge the virtues of Gratian j and accufe, or rather lament, his 

degenerate 
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The behaviour of Gratian, which degraded ^>^^°"*'"' 
his charadlcr in the eyes of mankind, could notjnan\*oops 
havedifturbed thefecurity of his reign, if the A. D. 383* 
army had not been provoked to refent their pe- 
culiar injuries* As long as the youhg ^emperor 
was guided by the inf&uftions of his matters, 
he profefled himfelf the friend and pupil of the 
foldiers ; many of his hours were fpent in the 
femiliaf converfation of the camp ; and the healthy 
the comforts, the rewards, the honours, of his 
faithful troops, appeared to be the objed of his 
attentive concern. But, after Gratian more 
freely indulged his prevailing tafte for hunting 
and (hooting, he naturally connefted himfelf 
with the moft dexterous minifters of his favou- 
rite amufement. A body of the Alani was re- 
ceived into the military' and domeftic fervice of 
the palace; and the admirable Ikill, which they 
we^e accuftomed to difplay in the unbounded 
plains of Scy thia, was exercifed, on a more nar- 
row theatre, in the parks and inclofures of 
Gaul. Gratian admired the talents and cuftoms 
of thefe favourite guards, to whom alone hd 
entrufted the defence of his perfon: and, as if 
he meant to infult the public opinion, he fre- 
quently (hewed himfelf to the foldiers and peo- 
ple, with the drefs and arms, the long bow, the 
founding quiver, and the fur garments, of a 
Scythian warrior. The unworthy fpedlacle of 
a Roman prince, who had renounced the drefs 
and manners of his country, filled the minds of 
the legions with grief and indignation (7). 

Even 

degenerate tafte. The odious parallel of Comniodos U faved by 
** licet incrucntus j'' and perhaps Pbiloftorgius (1. x. c. lo. and 
Godefroy, p. 412.) had guarded, with fonie limiiar referve, the 
eomparifon of Nero, 

(7) Zofimus (t. iv. p. a47.) and the yoooger Vi6lor afcribe 
the rtvolulion to the favour of ihe Alaoij and: the difcontent of 

the 
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Even the Germans, fo ftrong and formidable in 
the armies of the empire, affefted to difdain the 
ftrange and horrid appearance of the favages of 
the North, who, in the fpace of a few years, had 
wandered from the banks of the Volga to thofe 
of the Seine. A loud and licentious murmur 
was echoed through the camps and garrifons of 
the Weft: and as the mild indolence of Gratian 
negleded to extinguifti the firft fymptoms of 
difcontent, the want of love and refpeft was not 
fupplied by the influence of fear. But the fub- 
verfion of an ettabliftied government is always a 
work of fome real, and of much apparent, diffi- 
culty ; and the throne of Gratian was protedted 
by the fandtions of cuftom, law, religion, and the 
nice balance of the civil and military powers, 
which had been eilablilhed by the policy of Con- 
ftantine. It is not very important to inquire 
from what caufes the revolt of Britain was pro- 
duced. Accident is commonly the parent of 
diforder ; the feeds of rebellion happened to fall 
on a foil which was fuppofed to be more fruitful 
Revolt of than any other in tyrants and ufurpers (8; ; the 
fnBih^l legions of that fequeftered ifland had been long 
' famous for a fpirit of prefumption and arro- 
gance (9) ; atnd the name of Maximus was pro- 
claimed, by the tumultuary, but unanimous voice, 
both of the foldiers and of the provincials. 

The 

tlie Roman troops* Dum exercitum negligeret, et paucos ex Ala* 
nis, quos ingenti auro ad fe tranftulerat, antefcrret veteri ac Ro- 
mano uiiliti. 

(8) Britannia fertilis provincia tyrannomnii is a memorable 
exprcffion, ufed by Jerom in the Pelagian controverfy, and vari- 
oufly tortured in tliedifputes of our national antiquaries. The re- 
voluiions oF the laft age appeared to juftify the image of the fub- 
Iime BofTuet, «« cette ifle, plus oraeeufc que les mers qui Tcnvi- 
•*ronnent/' . ^ ^ 

(9) Zofimus fays of the Britifli foldiers, rtfv «Wu>» aranuf 
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The emperor, or the rebel, for his title was not 
yet afcertained by fortune, was a native of Spain, 
the countryman, the fellow-foldier, and the ri- 
val of Theodofius, whofe elevation he had not 
feen without fome emotions of envy and refent- 
ment -, the events of his life had long fince fixed 
him in Britain; and I ftiouldnot be unwilling to 
find fome evidence for the marriage, which he is 
faid to have contracted with ihe daughter of a 
wealthy lord of Caernarvonlhire (lo . But this 
provincial rank might juftly be confidered as a 
ftate of exile and fecurity ; and if Maximus 
had obtained any civil or military office, he was 
not inverted with the authority either of gover- 
nor or general (ii). His abilities, and even his 
integrity, are acknowledged by the partial wri- 
ters of the age ; and the merit muft indeed have 
been confpicuous, that could extort fuch a con- 
feffion in favour of the vanquilhed enemy of 
Theodofius. The difcontent ot Maximus might 
incline him to cenfure the conduft of his fovc- 
reign, and to encourage, perhaps without any 
views of ambition, the murmurs of the troops. 
But in the midft of the tumult, he artfully, or mo- 
deftly, refufed to afcend the throne ; and fome 
credit appears to have been given to his own po- 
fitive declaration, that he was compelled to ac- 
cept 

(lO) Helena the daughter of Eudda. Her chapel may ftill be 
feen at Caer-fegont, now Caer-narvon (Carte's Hift. of England, 
vol.i^p. i68, from Rowland'* Mona Antiqua.) The prudent 
ivader may not pei^aps be fatiafied with fuch Welch evidence. 

(xi) Cambden (vol. i. introdof^. p. ci.) appoints him .governor 
of Britain ; and the father of our antiquities is followed, as u- 
fual, by his blind progeny. Pacatut and Zofimus had taken fome 
pains to prevent this error, or fable j and I fliall proted myfelf by 
their deciilve teftimonies. Regali habiti^ exuiem fuum, illi exulea 
orbis induerunl (in Panegyr. Vet. xii. a3.)> andthe Greek hiftorian, 
iiil lefs equivocally a»T«« (Maximus) h A «« a^}Qw nyriiMv itp^i 
ir^iXOiiff. (1. «v. p. 248.) 
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cept the dangerous prcfent of the Imperial pur-* 
pie (12). 
Flight and But th^rc was danger likewife in refufmg the 
^dM ^"^P^^^ » ^^^ f^^"^ ^^^ moment that Maximus had 
'^ * violated his allegiance to his lawful foverergn, he 
could not hope to reign, or even to live, if he 
confined his moderate ambition within the nar- 
row limits of Britain. He boldly and wifely re- 
folved to prevent the defigns of Gratian ; the 
youth of the ifland crowded to his ftandard, and 
he invaded Gaul with a fleet and army, which 
were long afterwards remembered, as the emi- 
gration of a confiderable part of the Britifh na- 
tion (i 3). The emperor, in his peaceful refi- 
dence of Paris, was alarmed by their hoftile ap* 
proach ; and the darts which he idly wafted on 
lions and bears, nlight have been employed 
more honourably againft the rebels. But his 
feeble efforts announced his degenerate fpirit. 
and defperate fituation ; and deprived him of 
the refources, which he flill might have found, 
in the fupport of his . fubjedts and allies. The 
armies of Gaul, inftead of oppofing the march 
of Maximus, received him with joyful and loyal 
Acclamations j and the flianie of the defertion 

was 

(t%) Sulpicius SeveruSy Dialog, ii. 7. Orofiua, L vii. c. 34. 
p* 556. They both acknowledge (Sulpiciut had been his fub- 
]e&) his innocence and merit. It is fingular enough, that Maxi- 
mus ihould be left' favourably tinted by Zofimoty tbe partial ad- 
verfary of his rival. «^ •; 

(13) Archbiftiop IXflier (Antiquitat. Britan. Ecclef. p. io7» 
108.) haadiiigciDtly cotleded the le^nds of the ifland, and the 
continent.. The whole emigration confi lied of 361000 foldiers^ 
and 100,000 plebeians, who fettled in Bretagne. Their deft ined 
brides, St. Urfulawith 11,000 noble, and 60,000 plebeian, vir- 
gins, miftook their way | landed at Gologne, and were all moft 
cruelly murdered by tte Hunt* But the plebeian iiAers have been 
defrauded of thet# equal hoAOura ; and, what is flill harder, John 
Tritbemius prefumes to mention the childrin of thefc Britilb 'yir-- 
ginu ;;....■•...,..,;:*. - • i ' 
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was transferred from the people to the prince. 
The troops, whofe ftation more immediately at- 
tached them to the fervice of tiie palace, aban- 
doned the ftandard of Gratian the hAl time that 
it was difpl yed in the neighbourhood of Paris, 
The emperor of the Weft fled towards Lyons, 
wth a train of only three hundred horlc ; and, 
in the cities along the road, where he hoped to 
find a refuge, or at kaft a pafiage, he was taught, 
by cruel experience, that every gate is (hut a- 
gainft the unfortunate. Yet he might Hill have 
reached, in fafety, the dominions of his bro- 
ther ; and foon have returned with the forces of 
Italy and the Eaft ; if he had not fulFered him- 
felf to be fatally deceived by tiie perfidious go- 
vernor of the Lyonnefe province. Gratian was 
amufed by proteftations of doubtful fidelity ; and 
the hopes of a fupport, which could not be c5- 
feftual J till the arrival of Andragathius, the 
general of the cavalry of Maximus, put an end 
to his fufpenfe. Thatrefolute officer executed, 
without remorfe, the orders, or the intentions, 
of the ufurper. Gratian, as he rofe from fup-^ j^ j, 
per, was delivered into the hands of tlie aflaffin ; Auguftas! 
and his body was denied to the pious and preffing 
intreaties of his brother Valentinian (14). The 
death of the emperor was followed by that of 
his powerful general Mellobaudes, the king of 
the Franks ; who maintained, to the laft mo- 
ment of his life, the ambiguous reputation, which 
is thejuft recompence of obfcureand fubtie po- 
licy 

(14) Zofimus (I. IV. p. 248, 249.) has tranfported the death of 
Gratiau from LugcJunum in Gaul (Lyons) to Singidunum in Moe- 
fia. Some hints may be extrafled from the Chronicles j foroe iies may 
bedete6Ved in Sozomen (I. vii. e. 13.} and Socrates (i. v. c. ir.). 
Ambrofeis our moft authentic evidence (torn. i. Enarrat. in Pfalm 
hA. p. 9^. torn. H. eptft. xxiv. p. 88S> Set. and de Obitii Valea- 
tiaian. Confolat. No< 28. p. 11 8a.) 
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licy (15). Thefe executions might be neceflary 
to the public fafety : but the fuccefsful ufurper, 
whofe power was acknowledged by all the pro- 
vinces of the Weft, had the merit, and the fa- 
tisfaftion, of boafting, that, except thofe who 
had perifhed by the chance of war, his triumph 
was not ftained by the blood of the Ro- 
mans (16;. 
Treaty of The events of this revolution had pafled in 
peace be- (uch rapid fucceflion, that it would have been 
|;;;*;,",^f -impoffible for Theodofius to march to ^he relief 
Theodofiusof his bcnefaftor, before he received the intelli- 
A.D.383 -ggn^g of his defeat and death. During the fea- 
^ '* Ion of fmcere grief, or oftentatious mourning, 
the Eaftern emperor was interrupted by the arri- 
val of the principal chamberlain of Maximus : 
and the choice of a venerable old man, for an 
office which was ufually exercifed by eunuchs, 
announced to the court of Conftantinople the 
gravity and temperance of the Britifh ufurper. 
The ambaflador condefcended to juftify, or ex- 
cufe, the conduft of his mafter ; and to proteft, 
in fpecious language, that the; murder of Gratian 
had been perpetrated, without his knowledge or 
confent, by the precipitate zeal of the foldiers. 
But he proceeded, in a firm and equal tone, to of- 
fer Theodofius the alternative of peace, or war. 
The fpeech of the ambaffador concluded with a 
fpirited declaration, that although Maximus, as 

a Roman, 

(15) Pacatus (xl». 28.) telehrates his fidelity j while his trea- 
chery is marked in Profper's Chronicle, as the caufe of the ruin of 
Gratian. Amhrote, who has uccafion to exculpate himfelf, only 
condemns the death of Vailio, a faithful Ctivsmt of Gratian (torn, 
ii.epilt. xxiv. p. 891. edit. Benedict.)* 

(16) He protefledy nullum ex adverfaiiis nifi in acie occubuifTe. 
Sulp. Severus in Vir. 3. Martin, c. ^3. The orator of Theodo- 
fius bcltows relu6lant, and therefore weighty, praifeon his cle* 
mency. Si ctii illc, p.o c t.ris fcelcribus fuis, 7fiinus arudelis fu- 
iff* videtur ^Pancgyr. Vet. xii, a8.). 
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a Roman, and as the father of his people, would 
chufe rather to employ his forces in the common . 
defence of the republic, he was armed and pre- 
pared, if his friendfliip fliould be rejected, to 
difpute in a field of battle the empire of the 
world. An immediate and peremptory anfwer 
was required ; but it was extremely difficult for 
Theodofius to fatisfy, on this important occafion, 
either the feelings of his own mind, or the ex- 
pedlations of the public. The imperious voice 
of honour and gratitude called aloud for revenge. 
From the liberality of Gratian, he had received 
the Imperial diadem : his patience would encou- 
rage the odious fufpicion, that he was more 
deeply fenfible of former injuries, tlian of re* 
cent obligations •, and if he accepted the friend- 
fliip, he muft feem to Ihare the guilt, of the af- 
faffin. Even the principles of juftice, and the 
intereft of fociety, would receive a fatal blow 
from the impunity of Maximus : and the exam- 
ple of fuccefsful ufurpation would tend to dif- 
folve the artificial fabric of government, and 
once more to replunge the empire in the crimes 
and calamities of the preceding age. But, as 
the fentiments of gratitude and honour (hould 
invariably regulate the conduct of an individual, 
they may be overbalanced in the mind of a fove* 
reign, by the fenfe of fuperior duties ; and the 
maxims, both of juftice and humanity, muft 
permit the efcape of an atrocious criminal, if an 
innocent people would be involved in the confe- 
quences of his puniftiment. The aflaffin of Gra- 
tian had ufurped, but he a<Stually poffeffed, the 
moft warlike provinces of the empire : the Eaft 
was exhaufted by the misfortunes, and even by 
the fuccefs, of the Gothic war ; and it was fe- 
rioufly to be apprehended, that, after the vital 

ftrength 
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ftrength of the republic had been wafted in a 
• doubtful and deftruAive contcft, the feeble con- 
dueror would remain an cafy prey to the Barba- 
rians of the North. Thefe weighty confidera* 
tions engaged Theodofius to diflembte his refent- 
ment, and to accept the alliaiice of the tyrant. 
But he ftipulated, that Maximus fliould content 
himfelf with the poffeffion of the countries be- 
yond the Alps. The brother of Gratian wasi 
confirmed and fccured in the (bverelgnty of Italy, 
Africa, and the Weftern Illy ricum ; and (om6 
honourable conditions were inferted in the treaty^ 
to protcdt the memory, and the laws, of the de- 
ceafed emperor (17). According to the cuftom 
of the age, the images of the three imperial col- 
leagues were exhibited to the veneration of the 
jJeoplc : nor Ihould it be lightiy fuppofed, that^ 
m the moment of a folemn reconciliation, Theo- 
dofius fecretly cherifhed the intention of perfidy 
and revenge (1 8;. 
^^rT'S^o '^^^ contempt of Gratian for the Roman fol- 
dox edias' diers, had expofed him to the fatal qfFefts of their 
ofThco- refentment. His profound veneration for the 
A^D* 8 ^^^ft'^^ clergy was rewarded by the applaufe 
Feb.as! ^and gratitude of a powerful order, which has 
claimed, in every age, the privilege of difpen- 
fmg honours, both on earth and in heaven (19). 
The orthodox bifhops bewailed his deathj and 
their own irreparable lofs : but they were foon 

comforted 



(17) Ambroft mentions the laws of Gratian, quas non abro* 
gavit hoftis (torn. ii. epifl. xvii. p. 827). 

(18) Zofinias, 1. iv.p. 2519 ^ss. ' We may difdaim h>s odious 
fttfpicions $ bur we cannot ri]e& the treaty of peace, which the 
friends of Theodofius have abfolutely forgotten, or flightly men- 
tioned. 

(19) Their oracle, the archbiiliop of Milan, afEgns to his pvt- 
pil Gratian an high and re(peftable flace in heaven '(to<d ii. de 
dbin Val.ConfoK p. ix93.)< 
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i^omforteei by the difipovery, that Gratian had 
commuted the fceptre pf the Eail to the hands 
of a pripce, whole humble &ith^ and fervent 
zeal, were fupported by the fpirit and abilities of 
a. more yigK>rous chara&er* Among the bene* 
&£tors of the churchy the fame of Conilantine 
had been rivalled by the glory of Thcodofiu&. 
If Conilantine had the advantage of erecting the 
iiandard of the crofs, the emulation of his fuc^ 
cc&r affumed the n^rit of fubduin|; the Arian 
hercfy, and of abolifliing the worfliip of idols 
in the Roman world. Theodofius was the firft 
of the emperors baptifed 'm the true faith of the 
Trinity. Although he was born of a Chriftian 
family, the maxims, or at leaft the practice, of 
the age, encouraged him to delay the ceremony 
of his initiation ; till he was admoniflied of the 
danger of delay, by the ferious illnefs which 
threatened his life, towards the end of the firft 
year of his reign. Before he again took the 
field againft the Goths, he received the facra- 
ment of baptifm{ao) from Acholius, the ortho* . 
dox bifliop of Thcfl&lonica (21): and, as the 
emperor afcended froat the holy font» ftill glow- 
ing with the warm feeling? cf regeneration, he 
dilated a folemn edift, whi^h proclaimed his 
own faith, and prefcribed the religjl^ of Ws fub- 
jefts- " It is our plcafure (fiich is the Imperial 
^ ftylc), that all the nations, which are go- 

*' verned 



(20) For thebaptirm of TheodofiuSy fee Sosomtn (I. vii.c. 4.), . 
Socrates (1. y. c. ^•), and TilieiQpni (Hift. det £nipertur8> torn. 

V* p.728.)- 

(21} Afcolias, or Acholias, was honoured by the friendfliip, 
and the praifts, of Ambrofe ; who ftyles hioiy murus fidei atque 
fanditatis (torn, ii; epiff. sr. y. 9»o) t and afterward* celebrates 
his fpeed and diKgence in running to Conftantinople, Italy^ Sm. 
(epift. xvi, p. %%a.) a virtiM wUfdd^a not apporuta tither to a 
fwal/, or a ^/bop. 
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*• verncd by our clemency and moderation, Ihould 
** ftedfeftly adhere to the religion wMch was 
** taught by St. Peter to the Romans ; which 
«* faithful tradition has preferred ; and which is 
*' now profefled by the pontiff Damafus, and by 
** Peter, bifliop oi Alexandria, a man of apof- 
** tolic holinefs. According to the difcipline of 
** the apoftles, and the define of the gofpel, 
^* let us believe the fole deity of the Father, the 
" Son, and the Holy Ghoft ; under an equal 
** majcfty, and a pious Trinity. We authorife 
** the followers of this dodtrine to affume the title 
** of Catholic Chriftians; and as we judge, that 
*' all others are extravagant madmen, we brand 
*' them with the infamous name of Heretics ; 
'* and declare, that their conventicles (hall no 
*' longer ufurp the refpeftable appellation of 
** churches. Befides the condemnation of Divine 
" juftice, they muft expedt to fuffer the fevere 
*' penalties, which our authority, guided by 
** heavenly wifdom, (hall think proper to inflift 
" upon them (22).'V The faith of a foldier is 
commonly the fruit of inftrudion, rather than 
of inquiry ; but as the emperor always fixed his 
eyes on the vifible land-marks of orthodoxy, 
which he had fo prudently conftituted, his reli- 
gious opinions were never affedted by the fpe- 
cious texts, the fubtle arguments, and the am- 
biguous creeds of the Arian dodkors. Once in- 

' deed he expreCTed a faint inclination to converfe 
with the eloquent and learned Eunomius, who 

. lived in retirement at a. fmall diftance from Con- 
ftantinople. But the dangerous interview was 

pre- 

(24) Codex Thcodof, 1, xvi. fit. i, leg. 2. with Godefroy^t 
Commentary, torn. yi. p. 5—^. Such an cdift deferved the warm- 
eft praifei of Baronius, aurcam ian^ioBeiUy ediftum pium et fa- 
lucare,— *>Sic itur ad aftra. 
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prevented by the prayers of the Emprefs Fhc- 
ciUa, who trembled for the falvation of her huf- 
band ; and the mind of Theodofius was confirm- 
ed by a theological argument, adapted to the 
rudeft capacity. He had lately beftowed, on his 
eldeA fon Arcadius, the name and honours of 
Auguilus ; and the two princes were feated on a 
ftately throne to receive the homage of their 
fubjedts. A bifliop, Amphilochius of Iconium, 
approached the throne, and after faluting, with 
due reverence, the perfon of his fovereign, he 
accofted the royal youth with the fame familiar 
tendernefs, which he might have ufed towards a 
plebeian child. Provoked by this infolent beha- 
viour^ the monarch gave orders, that the ruftic 
prieft (hould be inftantly driven from his pre- 
fence. But while the guards were forcing him to 
the door, the dexterous polemic had time to exe^ 
cute his defign, by exclaiming, with a loud 
voice, ** Such is. the treatment, O Emperor! 
** which the King of heaven has prepared for 
** thofe impious men, who afFeft to worfliip the 
"Father, but refufe to acknowledge the equal 
*' majefty of his divine Son." Theodofius im- 
mediately embraced the bilhop of Iconium ; and 
never forgot the important leflbn, which he had 
received from this dranutic parable (23). 

Conftantinople was the principal feat. and for^^^-^^.Ym 
trefs of Arianifm ; and, in a long interval ofof Conftan- 
forty years (24), the faith of the princes viud^^^^* 

' prelates«.38o. ^"^ 

(23) Sozomen, 1. vii. c, 6. Thcodoret, I. v. c. 16. Tille- 
naont is difpleafed (Mem. Bccief. torn. vi. p. 627, 628.} with the 
terms of " ruftic bilhop,*' " obfcure city." Vet I muft take 
leave to think, thak both Amphilochius and Iconium 'were objects 
«^ inconfiderable magnitude in tlve Roman empire, 

(24) Sozomen, i. vii. c. 5. Socrates, 1. v. c. 7. Marceilin. 
in ChroQ. The account of forty years muft be dated fsom the 
eleflion or intrufion of EuTebfus-; who wifely exchanged the bi-' 
ihopric of Nicomedia for the throne of Conftantinople. 
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prelate^, who reimed in the capital of the Eaft, 
wzs reje^ed in the purer fchools of Rome and 
Aie3candfia. The archiepifcopal throne of Ma- 
. cedonius, which had been polluted with fo much 
Chriftian blood, was fucccfliYely filled by Eu- 
doxus and Damoplulus. Their diocefe enjoyed 
a free importation of vice and error from every 
province of the "empire; the eage^ purfuit of 
religious controverfy afforded a new occupaticwi 
to the bufy idleneis of the metropolis; and 
we may credit the afllertton of an intelligent 
obferver, who defcribes, with fome plea- 
fantry, the effc£ts of thdr loquacious zeaL 
*^ This city, fays he, is full of mechanics and 
*' flavcs, who are all of them profound theolo- 
** fflans; and preach in the (hops, and in the 
*^ ftreets. If you dcfu-e a man to change a piece 
" of filver, he informs you, wherein the Son 
•* differs from the Father: if you alk the price 
** of a loaf, you are told, by way of reply, 
** that the Son is inferior to the Father-, and if 
" you enquire, whether the bath is ready, the 
** anfwcr is, that the Son was made out of no- 
*' thing (25)." The heretics, of various deno- 
minations, fubfifted in peace under the protec- 
tion of the Arians of Conftantinople ; who en- 
deavoured to fecurc the attachment of thofe ob* 
fcure feftaries; while they abufed, with unre- 
lenting fcverity, the vidlory which they had ol>- 
tained over the followers of the council of Nice. 
During the partial reigns of Conftantius and 
Valens, the feeble remnant of the Homooufians 

was 

lz$) See Jonin*8 Remarl^s od Ecckfitftiea] Hiftoryi voU t7. 
p. 71. The thirty- third Oratioa of Gregory Naiianzen iffords 
indeed fome iimilar ideas, even fome ftiU more ridiculous i but I 
have not yet found the auortis of this remarkable paffage^ which 
X allege 90 the fkith •£ a cofi«A aii4 iibcnil fi:boUr. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 17 

vras deprived of the public and pnvztc exercife 
cf dieir religion; and it has been obferved^ ia 

Sthetic langus^e, that the fcattered flock was 
it mthout a (hepherd to wander on the moun* 
tains, or to be devoured by rapacious wolves (26). 
But, as their zeal, inllead of be'mg fubdued^ 
derived ftrength and vigour from oppreifion^ 
they feized the firft moments of impenedt free- 
dom, which they acquired by the death of Va- 
lens, to form themfelves into a regular colore- 

¥k^n, under the condud of an epifcopal palton 
he natives of Cappadocia, BafU, and Gregory Gre;;oiy 
Nazianzen (27), were diftinguifhed above all^*'*""*" 
their contemporaries (28), by the rare union of 
profane eloquence and of orthodox piety. Thefe 
orators, who nvght fometimes be compared, by 
themfelves, and by the public, to the moil cele* 
brated of the ancient Greeks, were united. by^ 
the ties of the ftrideft friendfliip. They had 
cukivated, with equal ardour, tne fame liberal 
Ihidies in the fchools of Athens ; they had re- 
tired, with equal devotion, to the fame folitude 
in the deferts of Pontus; and every fpark of 
emulation, or envy, appeared to be totally ex- 
tii^;uiihed in the lx>ly and ingenuous breads of 
Vol. V. C Gregory 



(26) See tlie thirty-fecond Oration of Gregory Nazianzen, and 
the account of his own life, which he has conipo(ed in x9oo 
iambics. Yet every phyfician ie prone to exaggerate the inveterate 
mtvie of the cN Aa(e which he has cured. 

(27) I coiffefs myfeif deeply indebted to the two lives of Gre* 
gory Nazianzen, coiDpoTed, with very different views, by Tille- 
mont (Mem. Ecclef. torn. ix. p. 305 — 560, 692—731.}, and Le 
Clerc (Bibtiotbeque Umvcrfelle, torn, xviii. p. i — i«S.). 

(ftS) Unkfs Gr^or)r Nazianzen mift<iok thirty years in his own 
age i be wae born, as well as hit friend Bafil, about the year 
jt^. The prepofteroos chronology of Suidas has been gracioufly 
received $ becaufe it removes the (candal of Gregory*s father, a 
faint likewife, begetting children, after he became a biftop (TiU 
lemoBt, Meai. Ecdef. torn. ix. p. S^i-^^j.). 
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Gregory and BafiL But the exaltation of Bafil, 
from a private life to the archiepifcopal throne of 
Caefarea, difcovered to the World, and perhaps 
to himfelf, the pride of his charaftcr ; and tne 
firft favour which he condefcended to beftow on 
his friend was received, and perhaps was intend- 
ed, as a cruel infultCzp). Inftead of employ- 
ing the fuperior talents of Gregory in fome ufc- 
ful and confpicuous ftation, the haughty prelate 
feleded, among the fifty bifhoprics of his ex- 
tenfive province, the wretched village of Sa- 
fima-fgo), without water, without verdure, with- 
out fociety, fituate at the jundtion of three high- 
ways, and frequented only by the inceflSnt 
paflage of rude and clamorous waggoners. Gre- 
gory fubmitted with reludtance to this humili- 
ating exile : he was ordained biftiop of Safima ; 
but he folemnly protefts, that he never confum- 
mated his fpiritual marriage with this difgufting 
bride. He afterwards confented to undertake 
the government of his native church of Nazi- 

anzus 



. (29) Gregory *s Poem on his own Life contains (bme beautiful 
lines (torn. ii« p. 8.) which 1)ur(l from the heart* and iptak the 
pangs of injured and Joft fu'endlhip : 

VQ90t Xsivoi Xiyw, 

OfMftyo; rt xui wvnno^ /?fOf , 

N»( IK tv aftifoh9 

'Akeaxt^»r»* ^ctrrUf iffiirrai x^Xfuu^ 

In the Midfu aimer Night's Dream* Helenia addrtfleft tbefame pa- 
thetic complaint to her friend Htrmia : 

Is all the counrel that we two have (hared. 

The fifter's vows, &c, 
Shakefpeare had ^ever read the poems of Gtegory Nazianzen : he 
Nvas ignorant of tlie Greeic language; but bis mother-tongue* 
the language of nature, is the fame in Cappadocia and in Britain. 

(30) This unfavourable portiait of Safima is drawn by Gre-> 
gory Nazianzen (tom. ii, de Vita fua, p» 7, 8.). Its precife fitu- 
ation, forty nine miles from Archelais, and thirty- two from Ty. 
ana, is fixed in the. Itinerary ^f Antoninus (p. 144. edit. WeA 
fcling.). 
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anzus (31), of which his father had been bifliop 
above five-and-forty years. But as he was ftiU 
confcious, that he deferved another audience^ 
and another theatre, he accepted, with no un-«c€«pt«the 
worthy ambition, the honourable invitation, ^^^Jl^ 
which was addreffed to him from the orthodox nopie, 
party of Conftantinople. On his arrival in thcA.i>*37«» 
capital, Gregory was entertained in the houfe of ^'*^*"*^* 
a pious and charitable kinfman -, the moft fpa- 
cjous room was confecrated to the ufes of reli- 
^ous worftiip; and the name of Anajlafia was 
chofen, to exprefs the refurredlion of the Nicene 
faith. This, private conventicle was afterwards 
converted into a magnificent church ; and the 
credulity of the fucceeding age was prepared to 
believe the miracles and vifions, which attefted 
the prefence, or at leaft the protection, of the 
Mother of God (32). The pulpit of the Anaf- 
tafia was the fcene of the labours and triumphs 
of Gregory Nazianzen ; and, in the fpace of 
two years, he experienced all the fpiritual ad- . 
ventures which conftitute the profperous or ad- 
verfe fortunes of a miflionary i^^'^. The Arians, 
who were provoked by the boldnefs of his enter- 
prize,, reprefented his doftrine, as if he had 
preached three dillinft and equal Deities; and 
the devout populace was excited to fupprefs, by 
violence and tumult, the irregular affemblies of 

C 2 the 

(31) The name of Nazianzus has been immortaliled by Gre^o- 
Tj\ but his native town, under the Greek or Roman title of Dio- 
cscfarea (Ttllemont, Mem. Ecdef. <bm. ix. p. 6^2. )» ■< mention* 
cd by Pliny (vi. 3.)» Ptolemy, and Hierocles (Itmerar. Wcfleling» 
p. 709.)* It appears to have been iituate on the edge of Ifauria. 

(3a) See Ducange, Conftant. Chriftiana, 1. iv. p. 1419 142. 
The du» ft;yafa( of Soaomen (L vii.c. 5.) i* interpreted to mean 
the Virgin Mary. 

(33) Tillemont (Mem. Kcclef. torn. ix. p. 432> ^0 ctjli"- 
eently colleAs, enlarges, and cxplainSi the oratorical and poetical 
hints of Gregory himfelf. 



20 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

the Athanafian heretics. From the cathedral of 
St. Sophia, there iffued a motley crowd ** of 
*' common beggars, who had forfeited their claim 
** to pity i of monks, who had the appearance 
** of goats or fatyrs ; and of women^ more ter- 
** rible than fo many Jezabcls.** The doors of 
the Anaftafia were broke open ; much mifchief 
was perpetrated, or attempted, with flicks. 
Hones, and firebrands; and as a man lofl his 
life in the affray, Gregory, who was fummoncd 
the next morning before the magiflrate, had the 
fatisfadkion of fuppofmg, that he publicly con- 
feffed the name of Chrift. After he was deliver- 
ed from the fear and danger of a fore*^ enemy, 
his infant church was difgraced and diftrafled by 
inteftine faftion- A ftranger, who afTumed the 
name of Maximus (34), and the cloak of a Cy- 
nic philofopher, infmuated himfelf into the con- 
fidence of Gregory ; deceived and abufed his 
favourable opinion ; and forming a fecret con- 
neftion with fome bifhops of Egypt, attempted, 
by a clandeftine ordination, to lupplant his pa- 
tron in the epifcopal feat of Qjnflantinople. 
Thefe mortifications might fometimes tempt the 
Cappadocian miffionary to regret his obfcure 
folitude. But his fetigues were rewarded by the 
daily increafe of his fame and his congregation ; 
and he enjoyed the pleafure of obferving,. that 
the greater part of his numerous audience re- 
tired from his fermons, fatisfied with the elo- 
quence of the preacher {^5)9 or diflatisfied with 

the 

(34) He pronounced an oration (torn. i. Orat. xztii. p. 409.) 
in his praife $ but after their quarrel^ the name of Maximus wal 
changed into that of Heron (fee Jerom, torn. i. in Catalog. Script* 
Eccief.p. 301.). I touch flight]/ on thefe obfcuic and per^Ml 
fquabbles. 

(35) Under the modeft emblem of a dream, Gnegory (torn. ii« 
carmen ix. p« 78.) dcfcribea bii own fucccfs with fome hvmaB 

com"* 
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the manifold imperfections of their faith and 
practice (36). 

The Catholics of Conftantinople were animat- Ruin of A* 
ed with joyful confidence by the baptifmand ^-q^^^^^I 
did of Theodofius;' and they impatiently wait-nopie*" ** 
ed theefFeftsof his gracious promife* TheirA.D,38o» 
hopes were fpeedily accompliftied; and the em-^°^*"**^ 
peror, as foon as he had finiftied the operations 
of the qampaign, made his public entry into the 
capital at the head of a viftorious army. The 
next day after his arrival^ he fummoned Damo- 
philus to his prefence \ and offered that Arian 
prelate the hard alternative of fubfcribing the 
Nicene creed, or of inftantly refigning^ to the 
orthodox believers, the ufe and poffe(m)n of the 
epifcopal palace, the cathedral or St. Sophia, and 
all the churches of Conftantinople. The zeal of 
Damophilus, which in a Catholic faint would 
have been juftly applauded, embraced, without 
hefitation, a life 01 poverty and exile (37) ; and 
his removal was immediately followed by the pu- 
rification of the Imperial city. The Arians 
might complain, with fome appearance of juf- 
tice, that an inconfiderable congregation of fec- 
taries Ihould ufurp the hundred churches, which 
they were infufficient to fill : whilft the far great- , 
cr part of the people was cruelly excluded from 
every place of religious worfhip. Theodofius 

was 

complacency. Yet it ftiould feem, from hig familiar converfation 
with hii auditor St. Jerom (torn. i. Eptft. ad Nepotian. p. 14.), 
that the preacher underwood the true value of popular applaufe. 

f36) L^chrymac auditorum laudes tuaefint, is the lively and 
judicioua advice of St. Jerom. 

(37) Socrates (1. v. c. 7.)} and Soxomen (1. vii. c. 5.) relate the 
eyan|;elical words and a^iions of Damophilus without a word of 
approbation. He confidered, fays Socrates, that -it is difficult to 
rM the powerful j but it waseafy* and would have been profitii- 
bjei ffubmit* 
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was ftiU inexorable : but as the angels who pro^ 
tedted the Catholic caufe, were only vifible to 
the eyes of faith,, he prudently reinforced thofe 
heavenly legions, with the more efFedual aid 
of temporal and carnal weapons : and the church 
of St. Sophia was occupied by a large body of 
the Imperial guards. If the mind of Gregory- 
was fulceptible of pride, he muft have felt a very 
lively fatisfaftion, when the emperor conduced 
him through the ftreets in folemn triumph ; and, 
with his own hand, refpeftfully placed him on 
the archiepifcopal throne of Conftantinople. But 
the faint (who had not fubdued the imperfeftions 
of human virtue) was deeply afFedted by the 
mortifying confideration, that his entrance into 
the fold was that of a wolf, rather than of a 
(hepherd : that the glittering arms, which fur- 
rounded his perfon, were neceflary for his fafety ; 
and that he alone was the objeit of the impreca- 
tions of a great party, whom, as men and citi- 
zens, it was impoffible for him to defpife. He 
beheld the innumerable multitude of either fex, 
and of every age, who crowded the ftreets, the 
windows, and the roofs of the houfes ; he heard 
the tun>tiltuous voice erf" rage, ^rief, aftonifti- 
ment, and difpair ; and Gregory fairly confefles, 
that on the memorable day of his inftallation,. 
the capital of the Eaft wore the appearance of a 
city taken by ftorm, and in thethands of a Bar- 
barian conqueror (38). About fix weeks after- 
wards, Thepdofius declared .his refolution of ex-, 
pelling from all the churches of his dominions, 

the 

• 

(38) See Gregory Nazianzen, toip. ii. de Vita fua, p. ftt, si. 
For the fake of pofterity, the bifhop of Conftantipople records a 
Hupendous prodigy. In the month of Novemberji it was a cloudy 
mornings but the fun broke out when theproceflioD entered the 
church. 



^ - 
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the bifliops and their clergy, who fhould obfti- ' 
nately retufc to believe, or at leaft to profefs, the 
dodlrine of the council of Nice. His lieutenantinth«Eaft, 
Sapor was armed with the ample powers of a ge-^-^- ^Bi, 
neral law, a fpecial commiflion, and a military ,0""**^^ 
force (39) ; and this ecclefiaftical revolution was 
conduAtd with fo much difcretion and vigour, 
that the religion of the emperor was eftablilhed, 
without tumult, or bloodfhed, in all the pro- 
vinces of the Eaft. The writings of the Arians, 
if they had been permitted to exift (40), would 
perhaps contain the lamentable ftory of the per- 
secution, which afBifted the church under th» 
reign of the impious Theodofius ; and the fuf- 
ferings of iheir holy confeffors, might claim the 
pity of the difinterefted reader. Yet there is 
reafon to ima^ne that the violence of zeal and 
revenge was, in fome meafure, eluded by the 
want of refiftance; and that, in their adverfity, 
the Arians difplayed much lefs firmnefs, than had 
been exerted by the orthodox party under the 
reigns of Conftantius and Valens. The moral 
character and condud of the hoftile fedts appear 
to have been governed by the fame common 
principles of nature and religion: but a very 
material circuniftance may be difcovered, which 
tended to diftinguifli the degrees of their theolo- 
gical faith. Both parties, in the fchbols, as well 
as in the temples, acknowledged and worlhipped 
the divine majefty of Chrift ; and, as we are al- 
ways prone to impute our own fentiments and 

paffions 

(39) of the three ecclefiaftical hifloriana, Theodoret alone (I. 
V. c. 2») has mentioned) ihi» important commiflion of Sapor, which 
TilJemom (Hift. dcs Fmpcieurs, torn. v. p. 728.) judicioufly rc- 
movesj from the reign of Gratian, to that of Theodofius. 

(40) I do not reckon Philoftorgius, though he mentions (I. ix. 
c. 9.) th« expulfion of Damophilus. The Eunomian hii^oriun ha« 
been carefully ftrained throvigh an orthodox fieve. 
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paffions to the Deity, it would be deemed more 
prudent and refpeftful to exaggerate, than to 
^ircumfcribe, the adorable perfcdions of the Son 
of God, The difciple of Athanjtfius exulted in 
the proud con6dence, that he had entitled himfelf 
to the divine favour : while the follower of Arius 
;nuft have been tormented, by the fecret afi^e-* 
henfion, that he was guilty, perhaps^ of an un- 
pardonable offence, by the fcanty praife, and 
parlimonious honours, which he beftowedon the 
Judge of the World. The opinions of Arianifm 
might fatisfy a cold and fpeculative mind : but 
the doftrine of the Nicene Creed, moft power* 
fully recommended by the merits of faith an4 
devotion, was much better adapted to beconae 
popular and (uccefsful in a believing age. 
fhejeonn- The hope, that truth and wifdom would be 
cii of Con- fouijd in the aifemblies of the orthodox clergy, 
^^"p^jPgJl induced the emperor to convene, at Conftanti- 
' jviay. 'nople, a fynod of one hundred and fifty bifliops, 
who proceeded, without much difficulty or de- 
lay, to complete the theological fyftem which 
had been eftablilhcd in the Council of Nice* The 
vehement difputes of the fourth century, hadt 
JDeen chiefly employed on the nature of theSon 
of God : and the various opinions, which were 
embraced concerning the Second^ were extended 
and transferred, by a natural analogy, to the 
fkird^ perfon of the Trinity (41). Yet it was 
found, or it was thought neceflary^ by the vic- 
torious 

(41) Le CIcrc has given a curious extra^ (Bibliotheque Unw 
verfelle, torn, xviii. p. 91— 105.) of the theological fermons whicli 
Gregory Nazianzen pronounced at Conftantinople againft the Ari- 
ans, Eunomiansy Macedonians, &c. He tells the Macedonians, 
yrho deified the Father and the Son, without the Holy Ghoft, that 
they might as well be ftiled Tritbeiflr, as Ditheifis. Qrcgory 
(limfelF was almoft a Tritheift ; and his mo)iar(:by of hcaven re« 
ferxjbics » wellrrcgulatcrf aiiilo^racy, 
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torious adverfaries of Arianifm, to explain the 
ambiguous language of fome refpedable dodtors ; 
to oonfirtn the foithof tl^Catholics ; and to con* 
demn an unpopular and inoonfiltent fed of Ma- 
cedonians ; who freely admitted that the Son was 
confubftantial to the Father, while they were 
fearfiil of feeming to adcnowled^ the exiftence 
cS Three Gods. A final and unanimous fentence 
was pronounced to ratify the equal Deity of the 
Holy Ghoft ; the myfterious dodtrine has been 
received by all the nations, and all the churches 
of the Chnftian world ; and their grateful reve- 
rence has affigned to the bifliops of TheodoGiis, 
the fecond rank among the general councils (42). 
Their knowledge of religious truth may have been 
preferved by tradition, or it may have been com- 
municated by infpirationj but the f<Aer evidence 
of hiftory will not allow much weight to the per- 
fonal authority of the fathers of donifemtinoplc. 
In an age, when the ecclefiaftics had fcandaloufly 
degenerated from the model of apoftolical puri- 
ty, the moft worthlefs and corrupt were always 
the moft easer to frequent, and difturb, theepif- 
copal afTemblies^ The conflidt and fermentation 
of fo many oppofite interefts and tempers in-^ 
flamed the paflions of the biftiops ; and their 
ruling paffions were, the love of gold, and the 
love of difpute. Many of the fame prelates 
who now applauded the orthodox pietj of Theo- 
dofius, had repeatedly changed, with prudent 
flexibility, their creeds and opinions ; and in the 
various revolutions of the church and ftate, the 
religion of their fovereign was the rule of their 

obfequious 

(4») Theiirft general council of ConftantinopJc now triump1i« 
in the Vi^ican : but the popes had long helitated, and their hefi* 
tation perpleze$» and almoft daggers, the humble Tillcmoi^t« 
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cbfeqmous faith. When the emperor fufpended 
' his prevailing influence, the turbulent fynod was 
blindly impelled, by the abfurd or felfifti motives 
of pride, hatred, and refentment. The death 
of Meletius, which happened at the council of 
Conftantinople, prefented the moft favourable 
op[jortunity of terminating the fchifm of An- 
tioch, by fuffering his aged rival, Paulinus, peace- 
ably to end his ckys in the epifcopal chair. The 
fmth and virtues of Faulinus were unblemiihed. 
But his caufe was fupported by the Weftern 
churches; and the biihoi>s of the fynod refblved 
to perpetuate the mifchiefs of difcord, by the 
hafty ordination of a perjured candidate (43), 
rather than to betray the imagined dignity of the 
Eaft, which had been illuftrated by the birth and 
death of the Son of God. Such unjuft and'dif- 
orderly proceedings forced the graveft members 
of the affembly todiifent and to lecede ; and the 
clamorous majority, which remained mafters of 
the field of battle, could be compared only to 
' wafps or magpies, to a flight of cranes, or to a 
flockof geefe (44). 
Rttreatof A fufpicion may poflibly arife, that fo unfa- 
Gregory voufablc a piAurc of ecclefiaftical fynods has 
A^D.^Si!''^^^ ^^^^ by the partial hand of feme obftir 
*■ ' 'nate heretic, or fome malicious infidel. But the 

name 

(43) Before the death of Melettut» fix or eight of his moft po- 
ptiliu' ecclefiaftics, among whom was Flavian, had abjured, for 
the lake of peace^ the bimop of Antioch (Sozomen, 1. vii. c. 3. 
If. Socrates, J. v, c. $,). Tillemont thinks it his duty to dif* 
believe the ftory j but he owns that there are many circumftances 
ii\ the lifeof Flavian, which feem inconiiftent with the praifes of 
Chryfoftom, and the character of a (aint (Mem. Eccler. torn. x. 

P- 541.). 

(4f ) Confult Gregory Nazianzen, de Vita fifl, torn. ii. p. 25— 
2S. His general and particular opinion of the clergy ai^d their af* 
iemblies, may be feen in verfe and profe (tom. i. orat. i. p. 33. 
epift. Iv. p. Si 4. torn, ii. carmen x. p. 81.). Such paffages are 
^aiatly marked by TilIemont> and fairly produced by Le Clerc. 
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name of the fincere hiftorian who has conveyed 
this inftruftive leffon to the knowledge of pofte- 
rity, muft filence the impotent murmurs of fu- 
perftition and bigotry. He was one of the moft 
pious ^and eloquent bifhops of the age ; a faint 
and a dodor of the church ; the fcouige of Ari- 
anifm, and the pillar of the orthodox faith ; a 
diftinguilhed member of the council of Conftan- 
tinople, in which, after the death of Meletius^ 
he exercifed the functions of prefident: in a 
word —Gregory Nazianzen himfclf. The harfli 
and ungenerou3 treatment which he experi- 
enced (45), inftead of derogating from the truth 
of his evidence, affords an additional proof of * 
the fpirit which actuated the deliberations of the 
fynod. Their unanimous fufFrage had confirm- 
ed the pretenfions which the bifhop of Conflan- 
tinople derived from the choice of the people, 
and the approbation of the emperon But Gre- 
gory foon became the vi£kim of malice and en- 
vy. The bifhops of the Eaft, his ftrenuous ad- 
herents, provoked by his moderation in the af- 
fairs of Antioch, abandoned him, without fup- 
port, to the adverfe fadion of the Egyptians ; who 
difputed the validity of his eledtion, and rigo- 
roufly aflerted the obfolete canon, that prohibited 
the licentious practice of cpifcopal tranflations. 
The pride, or the humility of Gregory prompt- 
ed hirti to decline a contefl which might have 
been imputed to ambition and avarice ; and he 
publicly offered, not without fome mixture of 

indignation, 

(45) See Gregory, torn, ii.de Vita fua, p. 28 — 31. The four* 
tecTithy twenty- (eventb, and thirty- fccond orations were pronoun- 
ced in ,tTie feveral ftages of this bufmefs. The peroration of the 
]aft(tpm. i. p. 5i£8.)> in which he ukes a folemn (ieave of njea 
and angels, the city and the emperor, the Eaft and the Weft, &c. 
is pathetic, and almoft fublimc. 
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indignation, to renounce the government of a 
church, which had been reftored, and ahnoft 
created, by his labours. His refignation was ac- 
cepted by the fynod, and by the emperor, with 
more reacfinefs than he feems to have expefted. 
At the time when he might have hoped to enjoy 
the fruits of his viftory, his epifcopal throne was 
filled by the fenator Nedtarius •, and the new 
archbilhop, accidentally recommended by hiseafy 
temper and venerable afpeft, was obliged to de- 
lay the ceremony of his confecration, till he had 
previoufly difpatched the rites of his bap- 
tifm (46}. After this remarkable experience of 
the ingratitude of princes and prelates, Gregory, 
retired once more to his obfcure folitude of Cap- 
padocia ; where he employed the remainder of 
his life, about eight years, in the exercifes of 
poetry and devotion. The title of Saint has 
been added to his name •, but the tendernefs of 
his heart {47), and the elegance of his genius, re- 
fledk a more plcafing luftre on the memory of 
Gregory Nazianzen. 
Edifis of I^ was not enough that Theodofius had fup- 
Thcodonosprefled the infolent reign of Arianifm, or that 
hfretics'^* he had abundantly revenged the injuries which 
A-B.'sSo— the Catholics fuftained from the zeal of Conftan- 
3^ tins and Valens. The orthodox emperor con- 
fidered every heretic as a rebel againft the fu- 
preme powers of heaven, and of earth ; and 

each 

(46) The wbunfical ordination of Neflarius is attefted by So- 
;Eomen (I. vii. c. 8.) : butTillemontobferves (Mem. Ecclcf. t*n). 
ix. p. 719)1 Apres tout, ce narr^ de Sozomene eft fi honUux 
pour tous ceux qu'il y reeie, et furtout pour T^icodofe, 
f^a'W vaut mieux travailler | le detrutre, qu*a le ibutenir , an ad- 
pairable canon of criticifm { 

(47) I can only be underftood to mean^ that fuch was his natu- 
ral temper $ when it was not hardened, or inflainedy by religious 
zeal. From his retirement, he exhorts Ke^arius toprofecuie xkt 
^eretips of Conltantinople. 
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each of thofe powers might exercife their pecu« 
liar jurifcli<5tion over the foul and body of the 
guilty. The decrees of the council of Conftan^ 
tinople had afcertained the true llandard of the 
faith ^ and the ecclefiaflics, who governed the 
confcience of Theodofius, fuggefted the moft 
efief^ual methods of perfecution. In the fpace of 
fifteen years, he promulgated at leall fifteen fevero 
edicts againfl the heretics (48) ; more efpecially 
againft thofe who rejected the doctrine of the 
Trinity ^ and, to deprive them of every hope of 
efcape, he ftemly enafted, that if any laws, or 
refcripts, Ihould be allied in their favour, the 
judges ihould confider them as the illegal pro^ 
duAions either of fraud, or forgery. The penal 
Hatutes were diredted againil the miniflers, the 
aifemblies, and the perfons, of the heretics; 
and the paflions of the legiflator were exprefied 
in the langu^e of declamation and invedlive. 
I. The heretical teachers, who ufurped the facred 
titles of Bifliops, or Prefbyters, were not only 
excluded from the privileges and emoluments fo 
liberally granted to the orthodox clergy, but they 
were expoied to the heavy penalties of exile and 
confifcation, if they prefumed to preach the 
dodtrine, or to pradtife the rites, of their accurfed 
feds. A fine often pounds of gold (above four 
hundred pounds fterling) was impofed on every 
perfon who ihould dare to confer, or receive, or' 
promote, an heretical ordination : and it was 
reafonably expedted, that if the race of paftors 
could be extinguiihed, their helplefs flocks 
would be compelled, by ignorance and hunger, 

to 

(48} See the Theodofian Code, 1. xvi. tit. v. leg. 6— is, witli 
GodelToy*8 eommentary on each law^ and his general fummaryt 
or Paratitkat, tomw y'u p. 104^110. 
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to return within the pale of the Catholic Church. , 
11. The rigorous prohibition of conventicles was 
carefully extended to every pofliblecircumftance, 
in which the heretics could aflemble with the in- 
tention of worfliipping God and Chrift accord- 
ing to the didtates of their confcience. Their re- 
ligious meetings, whether public or fecret, by 
day or by night, in cities or in the country, were 
equally profcribed by the edicts of Thecldofius ; 
and the building, or ground, which had been 
uficd for that illegal purpofe, was forfeited to the 
Imperial domain. . III. It was fuppofed, that the 
error of the heretics could proceed only from the 
obftinate temper of their minds ; and that fuch 
a temper was a fit object of cenfure and punifti- 
ment. The anathemas of the church were for- 
tified by a fort of civil excommunication ; which 
feparated them from their fellow-citizens, by a 
. peculiar brand of infamy ; and this declaration 
of the fupreme magiftrate tended to juftify, or 
at leaft to excufe, the infults of a fanatic popu- 
lace. The fedtaries were gradually difqualined 
for the pofleflion of honourable, or lucrative, 
employments; and Theodofius was fatisfied 
with his own juftice, when he decreed, that, a^ 
the Eunomians diftinguiflied the nature of the 
Son from that of the Father, they (hould be in- 
capable of making their wills, or of receiving 
any advantage ffom teftamentary donations. 
The guilt of the Manichacan herefy was efteem- 
ed of fuch magnitude, . that it could be expiated 
only by the death of the offender; and the 
fame capital puniftiment ^as inflidted on the 
Audians, or Sluartodecimans {^^\ who ftiould 

dare 

(49) They always kept ttieir £after» like the Jewifli Paflbver, 
on the fourteenth day Qt the iirft moon after the vernal equinox s 

and 
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dare to perpetrate the atrocious crime, of cele- 
brating, on an improper day, the feftival of Eaf- 
ter. Every Roman might exerdfe the right of 
public accufatioh ; but the office of Inquifitors 
of the Faith, a name fo dcfervedly abhorred, 
was firft inftituted under the reign 6f Theodofms. 
Yet we are aiTured, that the execution of his pe- 
nal edicts were feldom enforced^ and that the 
pious emperor appeared lefs defirous to puniih, 
than to reclaim, or terrify, lus refiradlory Vub- 
jeasr5o). 

The theory of perfecution was eftabliflied by£^ec„jjo„ 
Theodofius, wliofejuftice and piety have been of Prifcii- 
applauded by the faints ; but the pradtice of it,J^^^f[*^^*''* 
in the ftilleft extent, was referved for his rival aI'd. 385. 
and colleague Maximus, the firft, among the 
Chriftian princes, who ftied the blood of his 
Chriftian fubje£ts, on account of their religious 
opinions. Thecaufeof the PrifciUianifts(5i), 
a recent feft of heretics, who difturbed the pro- 
vinces of Spain, was transferred, by appeal^ 
from the fynod of Bourdeaux to the Imperial 
conliftory of Treves ; and by the fentence of the 
Praetorian prarfedt, feven perfons were tortured, 
condemned and executed. The firft of thefe 
was Prifcillian (5z) himfelf, bifliop of Avi- 

la 

and thus pertinacioufly oppofed the Roman church and Nicene fy- 
i)od» which had foced EaAer to a Sunday. Bingbam^s Antiqui* 
ties* I. XX.C. 5. vol. u. p. 309. fol. edit* 

(50) Sozonien» I. vii. c. la. 

(51) See the facred hiftorv of Sulpicius Severas (I. ii. p» 437 — 
452. edit. Lugd. Bat. 1647 .;, a corre^ and original writer. Dr. 
Lardner (Credibriity, &c, part it. vol. ix. p. as^— 33o«) has la- 
boured this article, with pure learning, good fenfe, and modera- 
tion. Tillemont (Mem. Ecdef. torn. viii. p. 491-^527.) has rak« 
ed together all the dirt of the fathers ; an ufeiul fcavenger ! 

(5a) Severus Sulpicius mentions the arch-heretic with efteem 
and pity. Fselix profe£lo, fi non pravo Audio corrumpiliet opti- 
mum ingenium) prorfus raulta in eo animi et corporis bona cerneret 
(Hift. Sacra, 1. it. p. 439.). Even Jerom (torn. i. in Script. EcClef. 
p. 302.} ^eakt with temper of PriMiUian and Latronian. 
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la (55)9 in Spain ; who adomod the advanti^es of 
iMrth and (brtune^by the accompUftiments of ek>- 
quence and learning. Two Prefbyters, and two 
deacons, accompanied their beloved mailer in 
his deaths which they efteemed as a glorious 
martyrdom ; and the namber of relig^us vic- 
tims was completed by the execution of Latro- 
nian, a poet, who rivalled the fame of the anci- 
ents V and of Euchrocta, a noble matron of Boar* 
deaux, the widow of the orator Delplndius(54). 
Two bifhops, who had embraced the fentiments 
of Prifdllian^ were condemned to a diftant and 
dreary exile (55) ; and fame indulgence was 
fbewn to the meaner criminals, who aifiimed the 
merit of an early repentance. If any credit 
could be albwed to confeiSons extcxted by fear 
or pain, and to vague reports, the offspring of 
malice and credulity, the hcrefy of the Prifcil- 
lianifts would be found to include the various 
abominations of magic, of impiety, and of lewd- 
nefs (56). Prifdllian, who wandered about lie 
world in the company of his fpLritual Cfters, 
was acaifed of praying flark*naked in the midfk 
of the congregation ; and it was confidently af- 
ferted, that the effedsof his crinmial intercourfe 

with 



(53) The bifbopric (in Old Caftiie) is now worth ftO,ooo du- 
cats a year (Bufching's Geography, vol. ii.p. 3o80> and is there* 
tore mtichlers likely to produce the author of a new henfy. 

(54) ^xprobabatur mulieri viduae nimia religio, et dih'gentios 
culu divinitas (Pacat. in Panegyr. Vet. xit. 29.). Such was the 
idea of a humane, though ignorai\t, polytheift. 

(55) One of them was fent in Syllinam infulam qu« ultra Bri« 
tanniam eft. What muft have been the ancient condition of the 
rocks of SciHy (Cambden*s Britannia, vol. ii.p. X519.)? 

^56) The fcandaJous calumnies of Aueuftin, Pope Leo, &e.' 
which Tiilemont fwallows like a child, and Lardner refutes like a 
man, may fuggeft foroe can4id fufpicions in favour of the older 
Gnoftics. 
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with the daughter of Euchrocia, had been fup- 
prefled, by means ftill more odious and cri- 
miaaJ. But an accurate, or rather a candid, en- 
quiry, will difcover, that if the Prifcillianifts 
violated the laws of nature, it was not by the 
licentioufnefs, but by the aufterity, of their lives. 
They abfolutely condemned the ufe of the mar- 
riage bed ; and the peace of families was often 
diiTurbed by indifcreet feparations. They en- 
joined, or recommended, a total abftinence from 
all animal food j and thpir continual prayers, 
falls, and vigils, inculcated a rule of ftridt and 
pcrfedt devotion. The fpeculative tenets of the 
fcdt, concerning the pcrfon of Chrift, arid the 
liature. of the human foul, were derived from • 
the Gnoftic and Manichaean fyftem; and this 
vain philofbphy, which had been tranfportcd 
from Egypt to Spain, was ill adapted to the 
grofler fpirits of the Weft. The obfcure difci* 
pies of Frifcillian fufTered, languifhed, and gra* 
dually difappeared : his tenets were rejefted by 
the clergy and people, but his death was the fub-- 
jeft of a Jong and vehement controverfy •, while 
fome arraigned, and others applauded, the juf* 
tice of his fentence. It is with pleafure that we 
can obferve, the humane inconfiftcncy of the 
moft illuftrious faints and bifliops, Ambrofe of 
Milan (57), and Martin of Tours (58); who, on 
rhis occ^ion, afferted the Caufe of toleration. 
They pitied the unhappy men, who had been 
executed at Treves ; they refufed to hold con>- 
xnunion with their epifcopal murderers j and if 
Vol. V. D Marti» 

(57) Ambrof. torn. ii. epift. xxiv. p. Sor. 

(5S) In tbe Sacred Hiftory, and the life of St. Martini Stilptci* 
lis Sever us ufes fome caation } but he declares himfelf more free* 
}f it) the PiiUogufs (iii. 15.). Martin w^s reproved, IpQWCytr, by 
liiU own c9oCcience» and by an angel i nor could h^ pfv^n^min 
perform ntir^clpa wi^b fo much cafe. 
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Martin deviated from that generous refolution, 
his motives were laudable, and his repentance 
v^ras exemplary. The biftops of Tours and 
. Milan pronounced^ without hefitation, the eter- 
nal damnation of heretics-, but they were fur- 
prifed, and (hocked, by the bloody ims^e of 
their temporal death, and the honell feelings of 
nature relifted the artificial prejudices of theolo- 
gy. The humanity of Ambrofe and Martin was 
confirmed by the fcandalous irregularity of the 
proceedings againftPrifcillian, and his adherents. 
The civil and ecclefiaftical minifters had tranf- 
greffcd the limits of their refpeftive provinces. 
The fecular judge had prefumed to receive an 
appeal, and to pronounce a definitive fentence, 
in a matter of faith, and epifcopaf jurifdidion. 
The bilhops had difgraced themfelves, by ex- 
ercifing the fundions of accufers in a criminal 
profecution. The cruelty of Ithacius (gg)^ who 
beheld the tortures, and folicited the death, of 
the heretics, provoked the juft indignation o^ 
mankind ; and the vices of that profligate bi-^ 
ftiop were admitted as a proof, that his zeal was 
inffigated by the fordid motives of intereft. 
Since the death of PrifcilKan, the rude attempts 
of perfecution have been refined and methodifed 
in Ihe holy office, which affigns their diftinft 
-parts to the ecclefiaftical and fecular powers. 
The devoted vidim is regularly delivered by 
the prieft to the magiftrate, and by. the ma- 
gift rate to the executioner; and. the inexorable 
fentence of the church, which declares the fpiri- 
%ual guilt of the offender, is expreffed in the 
mild language of pity and interceffion. 

Among 

(59) The Catholic prelbytcr (Snip. Sever. 1. 11. p. 448.), and 
'rtie pagan Orator (Pacar. in Pan^-gyr. Vet. xli. 29.), reprobate^ 
with equal indignation, the chara6fer and condu^ of Ithacius. 
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Among the ecclefiaftics, who illuftrated theAmbrofe, 
reign of Theodofms, Gregory Nazianzen was*'/5l^i& 
diftinguiflied by the talents of an eloquent A. D. 374 
preacher; the reputation of miraculous gifts, "*^57. 
added weight and dignity to the monaftic virtues 
of Martin of Tours (60) ; but the palm of epif- 
copal vigour and ability was juftly claimed by 
the intrepid Ambrofe( 61). He was defcended 
from a noble family of Romans ; his father had 
exercifed the important office of Praetorian prae- 
fedt of Gaul ; and the fon, after paffing through 
the iludies of a liberal education, attained, in 
the regular gradation of civil honours, the fta- 
tion of confular of Liguria, a province which 
included the Imperial refidence of Milan. . At 
the age of thirty-four, andJ^efore he had received 
the facrament of baptifm, Ambrofe, to his own 
furprife, and to that of the world, was fuddenly 
transformed from a governor to an archbifliop. 
Without the leaft mixture, as it is faid, of art 
- or intrigue, the whole body of the* people una- 
nimous faluted him with the epifcopal title 5 
. the concord and perfeverance of their acclama- 
tions were afcribed to a praetematural impulfe 1 
^ and the reludtant magiftrate was compelled to 
undertake a fpiritual office, for which he was not 
prepared by the habits and occupations of his 
former life. But the adive force of his genius 
foon qualified him to exercife, with zeal and 
D z prudence, 

(60) The life of St. Martini and the Dialogues tonceming hit 
miracles, contain fafls adapted to tbegrofleft barbtrifnit in a ftyle 
not unworthy of the Auguftan age. So natural is the alliance 
between good tafte and good fcufei that I am always aftoniflied by 
this contraft. 

(jSi) The (hort and fupcriicial life of St. Ambrofe, by his dea« 
con Paulinus (Appendix ad edit. Benedict, p. i— xv.), has the 
merit of original evidence. Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. torn. x. 
p. 7S— 306.), and the Benedi^ne editors (p. xxxi-— lxiu.}» Inve 
laboured with their uiiul diiig^e. 
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prudence, the duties of his ecckfiaftical jurif- 
diftion ; and, while he chearfuUy renounc^ the 
vain and fpendid trappings of temporal great-^ 
nefs, he condefcended, for the good of the 
church, to dired the confciencc of the empe* 
Tors, and to controu:l the adminiftration of the 
empire. Gratiah loved and revered him as a . 
father; and the elaborate treatife on the faith of 
the Trinity, was defigned for the inftrudkion df . 
the young prince. After his tragic death, at a "" 
time when the emprefs Juftina trembled for her 
own fafety, and for that of her fon Valentinian, 
the archbifhop of Milan was difpatched, on two- 
different emteffies, to thecourt of Treves. He 
exercifed, with equal firmnefs and dexterity, the 
powers of his fpiritual and political charadters ; • 
and perhaps contributed, by his authority and 
•eloquence, to check the ambition of Maximus, 
and to proteft the peace df It£tiy (62). Am- 
brofe had devoted his life, and his abilities, to 
the fervice of the church. Wealth was the ob- 
jedt of his contempt; he had renounced his 
private patrimony ; and he fold, without' hefita- 
tion, the confecrated plate for the redemption of 
captives* The clergy and people df Milan were 
attached to their archbifhop-, and he deferved 
the efteem, without foliciting the favour, or ap- 
prehending the difpleafure, of his feeble fove- 
reigns. 
iHls fuc- The government'of Italy, and of the young 
*^^^^^^?J^^P" em*peror, naturally devolved to his mother 
the'emprersjuftina, a woman of beauty andfpirit, but who, 
Juftina, in the midft of an orthodox people, had the mis- 
^pl^i*^^^^' fortune of profefling the Arian herefy, which 
April 10. fhe •endeavoured to inftil into the mind of her 

fon. 

(62) Ambrofe himfelf (torn. !i. epift. xxiv. p. 888 — 891.) give* 
the emperor a very fpirited account of his own embafly. 
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fbn. Juflina was potifuaded, that a Roman em- 
peror might claim, in his own dominions, the 
public exercife of his relt^on; and fhe propofed- 
to the archbifhop, as a moderate and reafonable 
conceliion, that he (hould refign the ufe of 9 
fmgle church, either in the city or fUburbs of 
Milan. But the condudk of Ambrofe was go^ 
yemed by very Afferent principles (63). The 
palaces of the earth might indeea belong to Ca- 
far ; but the churches were the houfes of God •, 
and, within the limite of his diocefe, he himfelf, 
as the lawful fuccefibr of the apoftles, was the 
only minifter of God; The privileges of Chrif** 
tianity, temporal as well as fpiritual, were con- 
fined to the true believers; and the mind of 
Ambrofe was fatisfied, that his own theolo^cal^ 
opinions were the ikndard of truth and ortho- 
doxy. The archbifhop, who refufed to hold any 
conference, or negociation, with the mftruments; 
of Satan, declared, with modeft firmnefs, hia 
refolution to die a martyr, rather than to yield 
to the impious facrilege; and; Juflina, who re* 
fentsd die refufal as an ad of infolence and re^ 
bellion, hallily determined to exert the Imperial 
prerogative of her fon. As (he deiired to per-- 
form iier public devotions on the approaching 
fefiival of Eaiber, Ambrof© was ordered to ap- 
pear before the council. He obeyed the fum- 
nnons with the refpcft of a faithful fubjed, but 
h^ was fpUowtsd, without his confent, by an in- 
numearable people: they prclfed^ with impetuous 
2eal, againu^1he gates of the palace; and the 

affrighted 

(^3) Hii own rept?rei|^tion 96 his. pHncjplef «n4 condud 
(tooiy ti. epift^xx, xxi. xyii. p. ^2.-^8Sq,) ia.Qne of the curious 
nionuTnents of eccl^aftical antiquity. It contains two letters to 
his fiAer MaiceHina, withiLpctitioik to YakatiniaA) tnd tfas fer- 
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affrighted niinifters of Valentinian, inftead of 
pronouncing a fentence of eale on the archbilhop 
of Mian, humbly requefted that he would in- 
terpofe his authority, to proted the perfon of the 
emperor, and to reftore the tranquillity of the 
capital. But the prornifes which Ambrofe re- 
ceived and communicated, were foon violated by 
a perfidious court ; and, during fix of the moft 
folemn days, which Chriftian piety has fet apart 
for the exercife of religion, the city was agitated 
by the irregular convulfions of tumult and fa- 
nadcifm. The officers of the houfehold were di- 
redted to prepare, firft, the Portian, and after- 
wards, the new, Bajtlica^ for the immediate re- 
ception of the emperor, and his mother. The 
fplendid canopy and hangings of the royal feat 
were arranged in the cuftomary manner ^ but it 
was found necef&ry to defend them, by a ftrong 
guard, firom the infults of the populace. The 
Arian ecclefiaftics, who ventured to ftiew them- 
felves in the ftreets, were expofed to the moft 
imminent danger of their lives : and Ambrofe 
enjoyed the merit and reputation of refcuing 
his perfpnal enemies from the hands of the en- 
raged multitude. 

But while he laboured to reftrain the cffefts 
of their zeal, the pathetic vehemence of his fer- 
mons continually inflamed the angry and fediti- 
Qus temper of the people of Milan. The cha- 
raders of Eve, of the wife of Job, of Jezabel, 
€>{ Herodias, were indecently applied to the 
mother of fhe emperor ; and her defire to obtain 
^ church for the Arians, was compared to the 
moft cruel perfecutions which Chriftianity had 
endured under the rdign of Paganifm. The 
meafures of the court ferved only to expofe the 
' m^jgu^tude of the ^vjl. A fine of two hundred 
' - '^ ' pounds 
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pounds of gold was impofed on the corporate- 
body of merchants and manufadturers : an order 
was fignified, in the name , of the emperor, to 
all the officers, and inferior fervants, of the. 
courts of juftice, that, during the continuance of 
the public diforders, they fliould ftridly confine, 
themfelvesto their houfes: and the minifters of 
Valentinian 'imprudently confeffed, that the moft 
refpedabie part of the citizens of Mikn was at-; 
tached to the caufe of their archbiftiop. He was 
again folicited to reftore peace to Jiis country,, 
by a timely compliance with the will of his for, 
vereign. The reply of Ajnbrofe was couched, 
in the moft humble and refpedful terms, which 
might, however, be interpreted as a ferious de-? 
claration of civil war. *♦ His life and fortune 
" were in the hands of the emperor ; but he 
" would never betray the church of Chrift, or. 
*' degrade the dignity of theepifcopalcharafter. 
** In fuch a caufe, he was prepared to fuffeT: 
" whatever the malice of the daemon cpuldi in- 
" flidt ; and he only wilhed to die in the prefence 
" of his faithful flock, and at the foot of the; 
" altar; fie had not contributed, to excite, but it, 
" was in the power of God alone to appeafe, the ^ , 
*' rage of the people; he deprecated the fcenes 
*' ot blood and confufion, which were likely, 
*' to enfue ; and it was his fervent prayer, that he 
'' might not furvive to behold the ruin of a flou- 
*' rifhing city, and perhaps the defolation of ali 
^ Italy C64)." The pbftinate bigotry of Juftin^ 

woul4 

(64) Retz hael a (imilar meflage from the queeo> \o r^uei^ 
that he would appeaft the tumult of Paris. It was no longer in 
his power» 5ffc. A quoi j^ajoutai tout ce que vous potiveft voyt 
iinaginer de refpe^» de douleur, de rogret» et de foumiiAo^, iic. 
(Memoires, torn. i. p. 140.) Certainly I do not compare either 
th&caui^ay or the mens yet the coadjutor himftlf had ftmo ideft 
(p. S4.} of imitating St, Ambrofe, 
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would have endangered the empire of her fon, 
if, in this conteft with, the church and people of 
Milan, (he could have depended on the aftive 
obedience of the troops or the palace. A large 
body of Goths had marched to occupy the Baji- 
lica^ which was the objedt of the difpute : and it 
might be expefted from the Arian principles, 
and barbarous manners, of thefe foreign mer- 
cenaries, that they would not entertain any fcru- 
ples in the execution of the moft fanguinary or- 
ders. They were encountered, on the (acred 
threfliold, by the archbiftiop, who, thundering 
^ainft them a fentence of excommunication, 
alked them, in the tone of a father and a mafter. 
Whether it was to invade the houfe of God, 
that they had implored the hofpitable proteftion 
of the republic ? The fufpenfe of the barbarians 
allowed fome hours for a more effeftual negocia- 
tion-,' and the emprefs was perfuaded, by the 
advice of her wifeft counfellors, to leave the Ca- 
tholies in poflfeflion of all the churches of Milan ; 
aSmd to diffemble, till a more convenient feafon, 
her intentions of revenge. The mother of Va- 
lentinian could never fcwrgive the triumph of 
Ambrofe ; and the royal youth uttered a paffio- 
nate exclamation, that his own fervants were rea- 
dy to betray him into the hands of an infolent 
prieft. 
A.D. 386. The laws of the empire, fome of which were 
infcribed with the name of Valenrinian, ftill con- 
demned the Arian herefy, and feemed to excufe 
the refiftance of the Catholics. By the influence 
of Juftina, an edidt of toleration was promul- 
gated in all the provinces which were fubjedt to 
the ccHirt of Milan ; the free exercife of their re- 
ligion was granted to thofe who profeffed the 
^ith of Rimini s and the emperor declared, that 
''-■: '- : :' ^ "■■'-• • all 
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all perfons who fhould infringe this facred and 
falutary conftitution, ftiould be caj^tally punifti- 
ed, as the enemies of the public peace (fig). 
The charafter and language or the archbifhop of 
Milan may juftify the fufpicion^ that his conduft 
foon afForded a reafonable ground, or at lead a 
fpecious pretence, to the Arian minifters ; who 
watched the opportunity of furprifing him in 
fome aft of difobedience to a law, which he 
ftrangely reprefents as a law of blood and ty- 
ranny. A fentence of eafy and honourable ba- 
niftiment was pronounced, which enjoined Am- 
brofe to depart from Milan without delay ; whilft 
it permitted him to chufe the place of his exile, 
and the number of his companions. But the 
authority of the faints, who have preached and 
praftifed the maxims of paffive loyalty, appear- 
ed to Ambrofe of lefs moment than die extreme 
and prefling danger of the church. He boldly 
refuied to obey ; and his refufal was fupported 
by the unanimous confent of his faithful peo- 
ple (66). They guarded by turns the perfon of 
their archbifhop; the gates of the cathedral and 
the epifcopal pakce were ftrongly fecured ; and 
the Imperial troops, who had formed the blockade, 
were unwilling to riik the attack, of that im- 
pregnable fortrefs. The numerous poor, who 
had been relieved by the liberality of Ambrofe, 
embraced the fair occafion of hgnalifing their 
2eal and gratitude ; and as the patience of the 
multitude might have been cxhaufted by the 
length and uniformity of nodumal vigils, he 
prudently introduced into the church of Milan 

the 

{6s) Sozomen alone (1. vii. e. 13.) throws this luminous £ift 
Into a dark and perplexed narrative. 

(66) Excubabtt pia plebi in eccicHa mori parata cum epiicopo 
iuo • . • Nos adhuc frigidi excitabamur tamen civitate attonita at- 
que turbata. Auguftin, Confeifion, L ix. c. 7. 
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the ufeful inftitution of a loud and regular 
pfalmody. While he maintained this arduous 
conteft, he was inftrudted, by a dream, to open 
the earth in a place where the remains of two 
martyrs, Gervafius and Protafius {67), had been 
depofited above three hundred years. Imme- 
diately under the pavement of the church two 
perfed Ikeletons were found (68), with the heads 
feparated from their bodies, and a plentiful efFu- 
fion of blood. . The holy relics were prefented, 
. in folemn pomp, to the veneration of the peo- 
ple; and every ciraimftance of this fortunate 
difcovery was admirably adapted to pronuite the 
defigns of Ambrofe- The bones of the mar- 
tyrs, their blood, their garments, werefuppofed 
to contairi a healing power ; and the praeterna- 
ti^ral influence was communicated to the moft 
diftant objects, without lofing any part of its 
original virtue. The extraordinary cure of a; 
blind man {6g\ and the reluctant confeffions of 
feveral daemoniacs, appeared to juftify the faith 
and fandity of Ambrofe; and the truth of thofe 
miracles isattefted by Ambrofe himfelf, by, his 

fecretary 

(67) Tillcmont, Mem. Ecclcf. torn. ii. p. 58. 498. Many 
churches in Italy, Gaul, &c. were dedicated to thcfj unknown 
martyrs, of whom St. Gervafe lecms to have been more fortunate 
than his companion. 

(6S) Invcnimut mirae magnitu^inis viros duos, ut pnTca astas 
feiebat. Tom. ii. epift. xxii. p. 875. The fize of thefe (keletons 
was fortunately, or (kilfuUy, fuited to tlie popular prejudice of 
the gradual decreafe of the human Mature ; which has prevailed ia 
every age fmce the time of Homer. 

Qrandiaque tlfbilis mirabtttir ofla fepulchris. . 

(69) Ambrof. torn. ii. epift. xxii. p. 875. Auguflio. ConfeC 
]• ix. c. 7. de Civitat. I>ei» 1. xxii. c. 8. Paulin. in Vita S. A/n- 
brof. c. 14. in Append. Benedi6^. p. 4. The blind man*s name ~ 
was Severus ; he touched the holy garment, recovered his fighr, 
and devoted the reft of his life (a| lea|l twenty-five ye^rs) to the 
iervice of the church. I fliould recommend this miracle to our di- 
vines, if it did not prove the worHiip of relics, as well as the 
Nicene creed. 
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fccrctary Paulinus, and by his profelyte, the 
celebrated Augi^ftin, who, at that time, pro- 
fefled the art of rhetoric in Milan. The reaibn 
of the prefent age may poffibly approve the in- 
credulity of Juftina and her Arian court f who 
derided the theatrical reprefentations, which were 
exhibited by the contrivance, and at the expence, 
of the archbiftiop (70). Their efied, however, 
on the minds of the people, was rapid and irre- 
fiftible ;^ and the feeble fovereign of Italy found 
himfelf unable to contend with the favourite of 
heaven. The powers likewife of the earth in- . 
terpofed in the defence of Ambrofe : the difin- 
terefted advice of Theodofius was the genuine re- 
fult of piety and friendfliip •, and the malk of re- 
ligious zeal concealed the hoftile and ambitious . 
defigns of the^tyrant of Gaul (71). 

The reign or Maximus might have ended inMaximut 
peace and profperity, could he have contented «nviiieiiti.. 
himfelf with the poffeffion o£ three ample coun-J(' p ^ 
tries, which now conftitute the three moft flou-Auguft. 
rifliing kingdoms of modem Europe, But the 
afpiring ufurper, whofe fordid ambition was not 
dignified by the love of glory and of arms, con- 
fidered his actual forces as the inftruments only 
of his future greatnefs, and his fuccefs was the . 
immediate caufe of his deftrudtipn. The wealth 
which he extorted ''7 2) from the oppreffed pro- 
vinces of Gaul, Spain, and Britain, was employ- 

e4 



(70) Paulin. m Vit. S. A^mhroC. c. 5. in Append. Benedi6l. p: 

5* 

(71) Tillemonty Mem. Ecclef. torn. x. pii 190. 750. He part* 
]y allows tiie mediation' of Theodofius ; and capricioufly reje^s 
that of Maximusy though it i& ittefted by Profper, Sozomen^ and 
Thcodorct. 

(72) The modeft cenfure of Suipicius (Dialog, iii. 15.) infli^s 
a much deeper wound than the feelie declamation of Picatus (xn« 
9$> »«•)• 
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ed in levying and maintswnmg a formidebfe ar- 
my of Barbarians, coUedcd^ for the moft part^ 
from the fierceft nations of Germany. The con- 
queft of Italy was the objeck of his hopes and- 
preparations; and he fecretly meditated theriTin 
of an innocent youth, whofe government was- 
abhorred and defpifed by his Catholic. fubje^s. 
But as Maximus wilhed to occupy, without re- 
fiftance, the paflfes of the Alps, he received, with 
perfidious fmiles, Domninus of Syria, tbe am- 
baflador of Valentinian, and preffed him to ac- 
cept the aid of a confidcrable body of tpoops, 
for the fervice of a Pannonian war. The 
penetration of Ambrofe had difcovei'ed the 
fnares of an enemy und«r the profeSipns of 
friendfhip (73^ ; but the Syrian Domninus iwas 
corrupted, or deceived, by the liberal favour of 
the court of Treves ; and the council of Milan 
obftinately rejected the fufpicion of d^nger^ 
wilfh a blind confidencte, which was the eflfe^, 
not of courage^ but of fear. The march of the^ 
auxiliaries was guidfed by the ambaffador ; and 
they were admitted, without diftruft, into the 
fbrtrefles of the Alps. EMt the crafty tyrant fol- 
lowed, with hafty and filent footfteps, m the- 
rear •, and, as he diligently intercepted all intel^ 
l%ence of his motions, rfie gleam of armour, 
and the duft excited by the troops of cavalry, 
firft announced* the hoMe approach: of a ftranger 
te the gates of Milan. In this extremity,' Juftina 
and her fon might accufe their own imprudence, 
aiad the pecfidiaus arts of Ma^fimus ^ but they 
wanted time, and force, and refolution, to ftanct 
againft the Gauls and Germans, either in the 

field, 

''^ (73) Efto tuiiot adv.erfMS. hominflm, pads involucre t^entcm, 
was the wife caution of Ambrofe (torn. ii. p. 891. )> 3^t*|[ ^s^i^- 
turn from his fccond embaffy. 
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field, or within the walls of a large and di(affe(H:- 
ed city. Flight was their only hop^ Aquiieia 
their <mly refuge ; and as Maximus now difplay ^ 
ed hisgenuine charai^er, the brother of Gratian 
might expedt the fame fate from the hands of 
the fame aflaffin. Maximus entered Mian ia 
triutoph ; and if .the wife archbifliop refufed a 
dai^rous and criminal connection with the 
ufurper, he m^ht indiredly contribute to the . 
fuccefs of his arms, Jby inculcating, from the 
pulpit, the duty of refignation, rather than that 
of refilUnce (74), The unfortunate Juftina reach- 
ed Aquileia in fafisty ; but (he diftrufted the 
ftrength.of the fortifications.; fhe dreaded the 
^vent of a fiege^ arid flie refolved to implore the 
protedion of the great Theodofius, whofe pow- 
er and virtue were celebrated in all the countries 
of the Weft. A veffel was fecretly provided to 
tranfport the Imperial family; they embarked Flight of 
with precipitation in one of theobfcure harbours ^*^*""*"' 
of Venetia, or Iftria; traverfed the whole ex-***' 
tent of the Hadriatic and Ionian feas; turned 
the extreme promontory of Peloponnefus ; and, 
after a long, but fuccefsfiil, navigation, repofed 
themjfelvcs in the port of Thef&lonica. All the 
fubjedts of Valentinian deferted the caufe of a 
prince, who, by his .abdication, had abfolved 
them from the duty of allegiance.; and if the 
little city of £mona, on the verge of Italy, had 
not prefumed to flop the career of his inglorious 
vidlpry, Maximus would have obtained,, without 
a ftri^le, the fole poifeiBon of the weftem em- 
pire. . 

Inftead 



(74) Baroniii«(A.'l>. jSt^ »No. •^^/XappHM^to'thU reafon -of 
public liiftreftfoiiw oJF the penitential formoniof the archbiihop* 



46 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

TT^eodofios Inftead of inviting his royal guefts to the palace 
I in thVca™fe ^f Conftantinoplc, Theodofius had feme unknown 

of Vaicnu- reafons to fix their refidence at Theffalonica ; 

a!d 187 butthefe reafons did not proceed from contempt or 
indifference, as he fpeedily made a vifit to that 
city, accompanied by the greateft part of his 
court and fenate. After the firft tender cxpref- 
fiohs of friendfhip and fympathy, the pioiis em- 
peror of the Eaft gently admoniftied Juftina, 
that the guilt of herefy was fometimes puniflied 
in this world, as well as in the next ; and that 
the public profeffion of the Nicene faith, would 
be the moft efficacious ftep to promote the refto- 
tation of her fon, by tne fatisfadtion which it 
muft occafion both on earth and in heaven. The 
momentous qucftion of peace or war was refer- 
red, by Theodofius, to the deliberation of his 
council ; and the arguments which might be al- 
leged on the fide of honour and juftice, had ac- 
quired, fince the death of Gratian, a confiderable 
degreeof additional weight. The perfecutionof the 
Imperial family, to which Theodofius himfelf had 
been indebted ifor his fortune, was now aggravat- 
ed by recent and repeated injuries. Neither oatte 
nor treaties could reftrain the boundlefs ambition 
of Maxiraus ; and the delay of vigorous and de- 
dfive meafures,. inftead of prolonging the blef- 
fings of peace, would expofe the eaftern em- 
pire to the danger of an hoftile invafion. The 
Barbarians, who had paffed the Danube, had 
lately aflumed the charader of foldiers and fub- 
jedts, but their native fiercenefs was yet un- 
tamed; and the operations of a war, which 
would exercife their valour, and dimlnifh their 
numbers, might tend to relieve the provinces 
from an intolerable oppreflion. Notwithftanding 
thefefpedous and tolid reafons^ which- were ap- 
proved 
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proved by a majority of the council, Theodofius 
ftill hefitated whether he fliould draw the fword 
in a conteft, which could no longer admit any 
terms of reconciliation; and his magnanimous 
charafter was not difgraced by the apprehenfions 
which he felt for the fafety of his infant fons, and 
the welfare of his exhaufted people. In this 
moment of anxious doubt, while the fate of the 
Roman world depended on the refolution of a 
fmgle man, the charms of the princefs Galla 
moft powerfully pleaded the caufe of her bro- 
ther Valentinian(75). The heart of Theodofius 
was foftened by the tears of beauty ; his affec- 
tions were irifenfibly engaged by the graces of 
youth and innocence -, the art of Juftina manage 
ed and direded the impulfe of paffion ; and tnc 
celebration of the royal nuptials was the affurance 
and fignal of the civil war. The unfeeling 
critics, who confider every amorous weaknefs as 
an indelible ftain on the memory of a great and 
orthodox emperor, are inclined, on this occafion, 
to difpute the fufpicious evidence of the hiftorian 
Zofimus. For my own part, I (hall frankly 
confefs, that I am willing to find, or even to 
feek, in the revolutions of the world, fome 
traces of the mild and tender fcntiments of do- 
meflic life ; and, amidft the crowd of fierce and 
ambitious conquerors, I can diftinguifh, with 
peculiar complacency, a gentle hero, who may 
be fuppofed to receive his armour from the hands 
of love. The alliance of the Pcrfian king wa$ 

fecured 



(75) The flight of Valentinian, and the love of Thfcodofius 
- rfor^his (ifter, are related byZoHmus (I. iv. p. 263, 164.}* Tille- 
mont produces fome weak and ambiguous evidence to antedate the 
fecond marriage of Theodofius (HiS. des Empereurs, torn. r. p. 
74o.)9 and confe^uently to lefute cea coptea de Zofime^ qui fe*- 
Toient trop contiaires a U piet^ det Theodofe. 
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fccured by the feith of treaties ; the martial Bar- 
barians were perfuaded to follow the itatidard, or 
to refpeft the frontiers, of an aftive and liberal 
monarch; and the dominions of Theodofius,. 
from the Euphrates to the Hadlriatic, rdbunded 
with the preparations of war both by knd and 
fca. The (kilfiil difpoiition of the for<?es of the 
Eaft (cetncd to multiply their numbers, and dif- 
tradted the attention of Maximvs. He had rea- 
ion to fear, diat a chofen body of troops, under 
the command of the intrepid Arbogailes, would 
dired: their march along the banks of the Da- 
mibe, and boldly penetrate through the Rhaetian 
provinces into the centre of GauL A powerful 
fleet was equipped in the harbours of Greece and 
Epirus, with an apparent defign, that as foon as 
tlie paflage had been opened by a naval victory, 
Valentinian, and his mother, (hould land in Italy, 
proceed, without delay, to Rjomc, and occupy 
the majeftic feat of religion and empire. In 
the mean while, Theodofius himfelf advanced at 
the head of a brave and difcipUned array, to en- 
counter Hs unworthy rival, who, after the fiege 
of .ffimona, had fixed his camp in the neigh- 
bourhood of Siftaa, a dty of Eannonia, ftron^y 
fortified by the broad and rapid (bream of the 
Save. 
Defeat and The Veterans, who ftill tcmembered the long 
Ma'xirous ^^^^^cc, Mod fiKaixffive rgfouroes, of the tyrant 
A.^D.Tsi^^^^'^cn^^ mi^t prepare thcmfidbires for the. 
»junc—Au. labours of three blobdy campaigns* But the 
***^* conteft with his fucceffor, who, like him, had 
ufurped the throne of the Weft, was eafily deci- 
ded in ihe term of two months (76}, and within 

the 

• <?() te<5«4efMf«CiMDMi>l#g3rof thcLaivM, Ced. TheodoC 
tom.i.p.cxix* 
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the fpace of tv/o hundred miles. The fuperior 
genius of the emperor of the Eaft might prevail 
over the. feeble Maximus ; who, in this impor- 
tant crifis, fhewed himfelf deftitute of military 
(kill, or perlbnal courage;, but the abilities of 
Theodofius v/ere feconded by the advantage 
which he poflefled of a numerous and adtive ca- 
valry. The Huns, the Alani, and, after their 
example, the Goths themfelves, were formed 
into fquadrons of archers •, who fought on horfe- 
back, and confounded the fteady valour of the 
Gauls and Germans, by the rapid motions of a 
Tartan war. After the fiatigue of a long march, 
in the heat of fummer, they fpurred their foam- 
ing horfes into the waters of the Save, fwam the 
river in the prefence of the enemy, and inftantly 
charged and routed the troops who guarded the 
high ground on the oppofite fide. Marcellinus^ 
the tyrant's brother, advanced to fupport them 
with the feledl cohorts, which were confidered as 
the hope and ftrength of the army. The adtion, 
which had been interrupted by the approach of 
night, was renewed in the morning -, and, after 
a Iharp conflict, the furviving remnant of the 
bravelt foldiers of Maximus. threw down their 
arms at the feet of the conqueror. Without fuf- 
pending his march, to receive the loyal acclama- 
tions of the citizens of ^mona, Theodofius prefl- 
ed forwards, to terminate the war by the death or 
captivity of his rival, who fled before him with 
the diligence of fear. Froni the fummit of the 
Julian Alps, he defcended with fuch incredible 
fpeed into the plain of Italy, that he reached 
Aquileia on the evening of the firft day ; and 
Maximus, who found himfelf cncompaffed oa 
all fides, had fcarcely time to (hut the gates of the 
city. But the gates could not lo^g reftft the ef- 
Vol. V. B fort 
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fort of a vidterious enemy -, and the defpair, the 
cUfafFedtion, the indifference ot the foldiers and 
people, haftened the downfall of the wretched 
Maximus. He was dragged from his throne, 
rudely ftripped of the Imperial ornaments, the 
robe, the diadem, and the purple flippers ; and 
conducted, like a male&dtor, to the camp and 
prefence of Theodofius, at a place about three 
miles from Aquileia. The behaviour of the em- 
peror was not intended to infult, and he (hewed 
fome difpofition to pity and forgive, the tyrant 
of the Weft, who had never. been his perfonal 
enemy, and was now become the objeft of his * 
contempt. Our fympathy is the moft forcibly 
excited by the misfortunes to which we are ex- , 
pofed •, and the fpeclacle of a proud competitor, 
now proftrate at his feet, could not fail of pro- 
ducing very ferious and folemn thoughts in the 
mind of the vidlorious emperor.^ But the feeble 
emotion of involuntary pity was checked by Im 
regard for public juftice, and the memory of 
Gratian; and he abandoned the viftim to the 
pious zeal of the foldiers, who drew him out of 
the Imperial prefence, and inftantly feparated his 
head from his body. The intelligence of his 
defeat and death was received with fincere, or 
w^U-diffembled, joy ; his fon Victor, on whom he 
had conferred the title of Auguftus, died by the or- 
der, perhaps by the hand, of the bold Arbogaftes ; 
and all the military plans of Theodofius were fuc- 
cefsfully executed. When he had thus terminated 
the civil war, with lefs difficulty and bloodlhed 
than he might naturally expeft, he employed 
the winter months of his refidence at Milan, to 
reftore the Itete of the afflidted provinces ; and 
early in the fpring he made, after the example 
of Conftantine and Conftantius, his triumphal 

.entry 
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entry into the ancient capital of the Roman em- 
pire (77). 

The orator, who may be filent without dan-vinuMof 
ger, may praife without difficulty, and withoiitjT^^^®- 
reludtance(78); and pofterity will confefs, that*"*' 
the character of Theodofius (79) might furnilh 
the fubjedt of a fincere and ample panegyric. 
The wifdom of his laws, and the fuccefs of his 
arms, rendered his adminiftration refpeftable in 
the eyes both of his fubjedts, and of his enemies. 
He loved and pradtifed the virtues of domeftic 
,^ life, which feldom hold thdr refidence in the pa- 
laces of kings. Theodofius was chafte and tem- 
perate ; he enjoyed, without excefs, the fenfual 
and focial pleafures of the table j and the warmth 
of his amorous paffions was never diverted from 
their lawfiil objefts. The proud titles of Impe- 
rial greatnefs were adorned by the tender named 
of a faithful hulband, an indulgent fether; his 
uncle was raifed, by his affedtionate efteem, to 
the rank of a fecond parent : Theodofius em- 
braced, as his own, the children of his brother 
and lifter j and the eicpreffions of his regard were 
E z extended 

(77) Beiidet iht hint* virhicli may be gathered from chronicles 
and eccleiiaftical hi^orj, Zofimus (I. iv. ft59— s^7)» Orofius (L 
Tii. c. 35.), and Pacato» (in Panegyr. Vet. xii. 30—47.), fupt^f 
the loofe and fcanty materials of this civil war. Ambrofe (torn. 
K. epift. xl. p. 9s», ^53.) darkly allvdes to the well-known evcnta 
erf a magazine furpnred, an aftion at Petovio, a Sicilian» perhaps 
a aavaly vi^ory, fcc. Aufonius (p. asS, edit. Toil.) appiaads 
the peculiar merit, and good fortune, of Aquileia* 

(78) Quam promptum laudare princtpem, tarn tutom CAurlfh 
depriiKipe(Pacat. in Panegyr. Vet. xii.*.). I^atinua Pacatus 
Drepanius, a native of Gaid, pronounced this oration at Rome 
(A. D. 388.). He W3i afterwards proconful of Africa 3 and his. 
fHend Acrfonitis praiies him M a poet, fecond only to Virgil. See 
Tillemon^ Hift. des Empereim, torn. v. p. 30$. 

(79) Sec the fair portrait of Theodofius, by the younger Vic- 
tor i the ftrokes ate diftin^, and the colours are mixed. The 
pratfe of Pacatus is too vague j and Ciaudian alvvays fcem9 afraid 
of exalting the father above the Con. 
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extended to the moft diftatit and obfcure branch-r 
cs of his numerous kindred. His familiar 
friends were judicioufly feledted from among 
thofe perfons, who, in the equal intercx)urfe of 
private life, had appeared before his eyes without 
a malk t the confcioufnefs of perfonal and fupe- 
rior merit enabled him to defpife the accidental 
diftinftion of the purple ; and he proved by his 
condud, that he had forgotten all the injuries, 
while he nioft gratefully remembered all the fa- 
vours and fervices, which he had received before 
he alcended the throne of the Roman empire. 
The ferious. or lively, tone of his converfation, 
was adapted to the age, the rank, or the charac- 
ter, of his fubjeAs whom he admitted into his 
fociety ; and the affability of. his manners dif- 
played the image of his mind. Theodofius re- 
fpected the fimplicity of the good and virtuous ; 
every art, every talent, of an ufeful, or even of 
an innocent, nature, was rewarded by his judici- 
ous liberality ; and, except the heretics, whom 
he perfecuted with implacable hatred, the difFu- 
five circle of his benevolence was circumfcribed 
only by the limits of the human race. The go- 
vernment of a mighty empire may afluredly 
fuiEce to occupy the time, and the abilities, of a 
mortal: yet the diligent prince, without afpiring 
to the unfuitable reputation of profound learning, 
always referved fome moments of his leifure for the 
inftrudlive amufement of reading. Hiftory, which 
enlarged his experience, was his favourite ftudy. 
The annals or Rome, in the long period of 
eleven hundred years, prefented him with a va- 
rious and fplendid pifture of human life -, and it 
has been particularly obferved, that whenever he 
perufed the cruel adts of Cinna, or Marius, or 
of Sylla, he warmly expreffed his generous de- 

teftation 
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teftation of thofe enemies of humanity and free- 
dom. His difmterefted opinion of paft events 
was ufefuily applied as the rule of his own ac- 
tions-, and Theodofius has deferved the fingular / 
commendation, that his virtues always feemed 
to expand with his fortune ; the feafon of his 
profperity was that of his moderation ; and his 
clemency appeared the moft confpicuous after 
the danger and fuccefe of the civil war. The 
Moorifli guards of the tyrant had been maflacred 
in the firlt heat of the vidtory ; and a fmall num- 
ber of the moft obnoxious criminals fufFercd the 
punifliment of the law. But the emperor (hew- 
ed hipifelf much more attentive to relieve the 
innocent, than to chaftife the guilty. The op- 
prefled fubjefts of the Weft, who would have 
deemed themfelves happy in the reftoration of 
their lands, were aftonifhed to receive a fum of 
money equivalent to their loffes ; and the libera- • 
lity of the conqueror fupported the aged mo- 
ther, and educated the orphan daughters of Max- 
imus (80). A charadter thus accompUfhed, 
ipight almoft excufe the extravagant fuppofition 
of the orator Pacatus ; that, if the elder Brutus 
could be permitted to revifit the earth, the ftern 
republican would abjure, at the feet of Theodo- 
fius, his hatred of kings ; and ingenioufly con- 
fefs, that fuch a monarch was the moft faithful 
guardian of the happinefs, and dignity, of the 
Roman people (8 1 ) . 

Yet the piercing eye of the founder of the Faults of 
republic muft have difcerned two efTential im-Theodo- 
perfeftions, which might, perhaps, have abated ^^'' 
his recent love of defpotifm. The virtuous 

mind 

(80) Ambrof. torn. ii. epift. xl. p. 955- Pacatus, from the 
want of (kill, or of courage, omits this glorious circumftancr. 
(8i) Pacat.in Pyoegyr. Vet. xii. »o. 
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mind of Theodofius was often relaxed by indQ* 
lence(8a), and it was fometimes inflamed by 
paffion (83). In the purfuit of an impcwrtant 
objed, his adive courage was capable of the 
nxoft vigorous exertions; but, ^s foon as the 
defign was accompliflied, or the danger was fur- 
nxounted^ the hero funk into ingtorbus rcppfe ; 
and, forgetful that the time of a prince is the 
property of his people, refigned himfclf to the 
enjoyment of the innocent, but trifling, plea- 
furcs of a luxurious court. The natural difpofition 
of Theodofiiifiwas hafty and choleric ; and, in a 
ftation where none could refill, and few would 
diffuade, the fatal confequence of his refentment, 
the humane monarch was juftly alarmed by the 
confcioufnefs of his infirmity, and of his power. It 
w as the conflaiit fl:udy of his life to fupprefs, or re* 
gulate, the intemperate fallies <rf paflion ; and the 
. fuccefa of his eifforts enhanced the merit of his cle- 
mency. But the painful virtue which claims the 
merit of vidory, is expofed to the danger of 
(Jefeat; and the re^n of a wife and merciful 
prince was polluted by an adk of cruelty, which 
would fl:ain the annals of Nero or Domitian. 
Within the fpace of three years, the inconfiftent 
hiftorian of Theodofius raufl: relate the generous 
pardon of the citizens of Antioch, and the in- 
human maflacre of the people of Theffalo-i 
nica. 

The 

(82) ZoCtrnvLtf i. iv« p. %'jif 272. His partial evidence if 
iBiirketl by an air of candour and truth. He obferves thele viciP^ 
fiiudci of iloth, and aflivity^ not as a vice, but as a lingujarityy 
in the cbara^er of Theodofius. 

(83) This choleric temper is acknowledged, and cxcufed, by 
Vi£t-oj*. Sed babes (fays Ainbrofe, in decent and manly language* 
to bis fovereign) naturae impetum, quern fi quis lenire velity citor 
vectes ad inifericordiam i fi quis ftimulet, in magis exfufcitas, iK 
cum revocare vix pofiis (toon, ii, epift. li. p. 998.)* Tbepdo/ius 
(Claud, in iv.Conf. Hon. 266, &c.) exhortahis fon to moderate 
his anger, , ... * 
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The livdy impatience of the inhabitants ofThc fcdiii. 
Antioch was never fatisfied with their own fitua-°i"j.h^ "" 
tion, or with the chaiacter, and condu<St, of their a,d, ^$7. 
fucceflive fovereigns. The Arian fubJ€<Sls of 
Thcodolius deplored the lofs of their churches; 
and, as three rival bilhops difputed the throne of 
Antioch, the fentence which decided their preten-* 
Sons excited the murmurs of the two unfuccefs* 
fill congregations. The exigencies of the Gothic 
war, and the inevitable expence that accompa- 
nied the conclufion of the peace, had conftrained 
the emperor to aggravate the weight of the pub- 
lic impofitions; and the provinces of Afia, as 
they had^not been involved in the diftrefs, were 
the lefs inclined to contribute to the relief, of 
Europe. The aufpicious period now approached 
of the tenth year of his reign-, a feftival more 
grateful to the foldiers, who received a . liberal 
donative, than to the fubjcdts, whofe voluntary 
offerings had been long fince converted into an 
extraordinary and oppreffive burthen. The 
edifts of taxation interrupted the repofe, and 
pleafures, of Antioch ; and the tribunal of the 
magiftrat^ was befieged by a fuppliant crowd ^ 
who, in pathetic, but, at firft, in refpeftful, lan- 
guage, folicited the redrefs of then* grievances. 
They were gradually inccnfed by the pride of 
their haughty rulers, who treated theircompkints 
as a criminal refiftance; their fattrical wit dege- 
nerated into (harp and angry iavedtives ; and, 
from the fubordinate powers of govemment, the 
invectives of the people infenfibly rofe to attack 
the facred charafter of the emperor himfelf 
Their fiiry, provoked by a feeble oppofition, Februar) 
difcharged itfelf on the images of the Imperial *^' 
family, which were erected, as obje^^s of public 
veneration, in the moft confpicuous places of 

th» 
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the city. The ftaries of Theodofms, of his fa- 
ther, of his wife Flacdlla, of his two fons, 
Arcadius and Hcnorius, were infolently thrown 
down from their pedeftals, broken in pieces, or 
dragged with contempt through the ftreets: and 
the in ignitics >«rhich were offered to the reprefen- 
tations of Imperi?i majefty, fufBciently declared 
the impious and treafonable wilhes of the popu- 
lace. The tumult was ahnoft immediately fup- 
prefled by the arrival of a body of archers-, and 
Antioch had leifure to xefled on the nature and 
confequences of her crime (84). According to 
the duty of his office, the governor of the pro- 
vince d'lfpatched a faithful narrative of the whole 
traofadtion ; while the trembling citizens entrufted 
the confeflion of their crime, and the aflurances 
of their repentance, to the zeal of Flavian thdr 
bilhop, and to the eloquence of the fenator Hi- 
larius, the friend, and, moft probably, the dif- 
ciple, of Libanius; whofe genius, on this melan- 
choly occafion, was not uielefs to his coun- 
^^y (85). But the two capitals, Antioch and 
Conftantinople, were feparated by the diftance 
of eight hundred miles-, and, notwithftanding 
the diligence of the Imperial polls, the guilty 
city was feverely punifhed by a long and dreadr 
ful interval of fufpence. Every rumour agitated 
the hopes' and fears of the Antiochians ; and they 
heard with terror, that their fovereign, exafpe- 
rated by the infuit which had been offered to his 

own 

' (84) The Chciftians and Pagiii$ agreed Jn believing, that the 
fediiion of -Antioth was excited' by the daemons. A gigantic wo*- 
iTian (fays Sozojnen, 1. vii. c. 23.) paraded the ftreets with a fcourge 
in her hand; An bid man (fays Libanius, Drat. xii. p. 596.) 
transformed himfolf -intoa ytouih, then a boy, &c. 

(85) Zofimus, in his Ihort and dilingenAious account (I. iv. p.. 
^.58, 2590» istertainly miftakcn in fending Libanius himfclf fo 
if onftaniinople. His ©wn orations fix him at Antioch. 
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own ftatues, and, more cfpecially, to thofc of 
his beloved wife, had refolvcd to level with the 
ground the offending city; and to mailacre. 
without diftindtion, of age or fex, the criminal 
inhabitants (86) ; many cf whom, were actually 
driven, by their apprehenfions, to feck a refuge 
in the mountains of Syria, and the adjacent de- 
fer t. At length, twenty-four days after the fe^Maith «. 
dition, the general Hellebicus, and Cafarius ' 
mafter of the offices, declared the will of the 
emperor, and the fentence of Antioch* That 
proud capital was degraded from the rank of a 
city ; and the metropolis of the Eaft, firipped of 
its lands, its privileges, and its revenues, was 
fubjefted, under the humiliating denomination 
of a village, to the jurifdiftion of Laodicea (87)* 
The baths, the Circus, and the theatres, were 
fhut : and, that every fource of plenty and plea- 
fure might at the fame time be intercepted, the 
diftribution of corn was aboliflied, by the fevere 
inftrudions of Theodofius. His commiffioners 
then proceeded to inquire into the guilt of indi- 
viduals ; of thofc who had perpetrated, and of 
thofe who had not prevented, the deftruAion of 
the facred ftatues. The tribunal of Hellebicus 
and Caefarius, encompafled with armed foldiers, 
was eredked in the midft of the Forum. The 
nobleft, and mod wealthy, of the citizens of 
Antioch, appeared before them in chains ; the 
examination was aflifted by the ufe of torture, 

and 

• (55) Libanius (Orat. i. p. 6. edit. Vcnct.) declares, that, nn« 
der fuch a reign, the fear of a m?.flacrc was groundlefs and abfurd, 
efpecially in the eaipefor*8 abfence ; for his prefence, according to 
the eloquent (lave, might have given a fandlion to the m6ft bloody 
aas. 

(E7) Laodicea, on the fea-coaft, (ixty-five miles from Antioch 
(fee Noris Epoch. Syro-Maced: Differt. iii. p. 330.). The Anti- 
ochians were offended, that the dependent city of Seleucia ftiould 
prefume to intercede for them. 
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and their fentence was pronounced or fufpcnded, 
according to the judgment of thefe extraordinary 
magiftrates. The houfcs of the criminals were 
cxpofed to falc, their wives and children were 
fuddenly reduced, from affluence and luxury, to 
the moft abjeft diilrefs ; and a bloody execution 
was expefted to conclude the horrors of a 
^day (88), which the preacher of Antioch, the 
eloquent Chryfoftom, has reprefented as a lively 
image of the laft and univerfal judgment of the 
world. But the minifters of Theodofius per- 
formed, with reluctance, the cruel talk which 
had been afligned them : they dropped a gentle 
tear over the calamities of the people -, and they 
liftened with reverence to the preiiing folicitati- 
ons of the monks and hermits, who defcended 
in fwarms from the mountains (89). Hellebiciis 
and Caefarius were perfuaded to fufpend the ex- 
ecution of their fentence; and it was agreed, 
that the former ftiould remain at Antioch, while 
the latter returned, with all pofiible fpeed, to 
Conftantinople; and prefumed once more to 
Ctemcncy confult the Will of his fovercign. The re- 
dofius**^ fentment of Theodofius had already fubfided ; 
the deputies of the people, both the bifhop and 
the orator, had obtained a favourable audience; 
and the reproaches of the emperor were the com- 
plaints of injured friendlhip, rather than the 
fte^n menaces of pride and power. A free and 
general pardon was granted to the city and citi- 
zens of Antioch -, the prifon-doors were thrown 

open; 

(88) As the days of the tumult depend on tht moveable ftRml 
of Eafter, they can only be determined by the previous determU 
nation of the year. The year 387 has been preterred, after a la- 
borious inquiry, by Tillemont (Hift. des Emp. torn. v. p. 741— 
744') and Montfaucon (Chryfoftona, torn. xiii. p. 105 — no.). 

(89) Chryfoftom oppofes their courage, which was not attended 
with much riik, to the cowardly flight of the Cynics; 



OF THE JIOMAN EMPIRE. 59 

open J the fenators, who defpaired of their lives, 
recovered the poileffion of their houfes and ef- 
tates V and the capital of the Eaft was rellored 
to the enjoyment of her ancient dignity and* 
fplendor. Theodofius condefcended to praife 
the fenate ,of Conftantinople, who had gene- 
roufly interceded for their diftrcflcd brethren t he 
rewarded the eloquence of Hilarius with the 
government of Paleftine ; and difmifled the bi^, 
(hop of Antioch with. the warmeft expreflions of 
his refpeft and gratitude. A thoufand new April as« 
ilatues arofe to the clemency of Theodofius-, . 
the applauft of his fubjedts was ratified by the 
approbation of his own heart ; and the emperor 
confeffed, that, if the exercife of juftice is the 
moft important duty, the indulgence of mercy- 
is the mofl: exquifite pleafure, of a fove- 
xeignC^o). 

The fedition of TheiTalonica is afcribed to aSeditkMi 
more ftiameful caufc, and was produftive of*"^ ™^»' 
much more dreadftil confequences. That great xhtfljiio. 
city, the metropolis of all the lUyrian provinces, «ica, 
had been protected from the dangers of the^'^*^^** 
Gothic war by ftrong fortifications, and a nume- 
rous garrifon. Botheric, the general of thofe 
troops, 'and, as it (hould feem from his nanie, a 
barbarian, had among his flaves a beau^ful boy, 
who excited the impure defires of one of the 
charioteers of the Circus. The infolent and 

brutal 

(90) The fedition of Aotioch is reprefented in a lively, and almoft 
dramatic, manner, by two oratoi's, who had their refpe6live (hares 
of intereftand merit. SeeLibanius (Orat.xiv, xv. p. 389— 4ao* 
edit. MoreJ. Orat. i, p. i— 14. Venet. i7540» an^ »he twenty 
orations of St. John Chryfoilom, de Statuis (tom. ii. p. 1 — 225. 
edit. Montfaucon.). I do not pretend to much pcrfonal acquaint- 
ance with Cbryfoftom; but Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, 
tom. V. p. 263—283.) and Hemiant (Vie. de St. Chryfoftomt, 
tom. I. p. 137— 224.) bad read him with pious curiofity, and dn 
(igence. 
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brutal Icrer was thrown into prifon by the order 
of Botherkr; and he ftemJy rejected the impor- 
tunate clamours of the multitude, who, on the 
day of the pub5c g^mes, lamented the abfence 
ot their favourite ; and cx^nfidered the fkill of a 
charioteer as an object of more unportance than 
his virtue. The refentment of the people was 
embittered by ibme previous dii'putes ; and, as 
the ftrength of the garrii'cn had been drawn 
away for the fervice of the Italian war, the fee- 
ble remnant, whofe numbers were reduced by 
defertion, could not five the unhappy general 
from their licentious fury. Botheric, and feve- 
ral of his principal ofl^cers, were inhumanly 
murdered ; their mangled ixxiies were dragged 
about the ftreets; and the emperor, who then 
refided at Milan, was furprifod by the intel- 
ligence of the audacious and wanton cruelty of 
the people of Thefialonica. The fentence of 
a difpaflionate judge would have inflifted a fe- 
vere punifhment en the authors of the crime ^ 
and the merit of Botheric might contribute to 
exafperate the grief and indignation of his maf- 
ter. The fiery and choleric temper of Theo- 
dofius was impatient of the dilatory forms of a 
judicial enquiry; and he haftily refolved, that the 
blood of his lieutenant Ihould be expiated by 
the blood of the guilty people. Yet his mind 
ftill fluftuated between the counfels of clemency 
and of revenge; the zeal of the bifliops had al- 
moft extorted from the reludant emperor the 
promife of a general pardon; his paffionwas 
again inflamed by the flattering fuggeftions of 
his minifter Rufinus; and, aftqr Theodofius had 
difpatched the meflengers of death, he attempted, 
when it was too late, to prevent the execution 
of his orders. The punifhment of a Roman 

city 
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city was blindly committed to the undiftinguifli- 
ing fword of the barbarians ; and the hoftile pre- 
parations were concerted with the dark and per- 
fidious artifice of an illegal confpiracy. The 
people of Theflalonica were treacheroufly in- 
vited, in the name of their fovereign, to the 
games of the Circus : and fuch was their infati- 
ate avidity for thofe amufements, that every 
confideration of fear, or fufpicion, was difre- 
garded by the numerous fpeAators. As foon as 
the affembly was complete, the foldiers, who 
had fecretly been polled round the Circus, re- 
ceived the fignal, not of the races, but of a ge- 
neral maflacre. The promifcuous carnage con- 
tinued three hoiirs, without dilcrimination of 
ftrangers or natives, of age or fex, of innocence 
or guilt J the moft moderate accounts ftate the 
number of the flain at feven thoufand ; and it is 
affirmed by fome writers, that more than fifteen 
thoufand viftims were facrificed to the manes of 
Botheric. A foreign merchant, who had proba- 
bly no concern in his murder, offered his own 
life, and all his wealth, to fupply the place of , 
one of his two foiis ; but, while the father hefi- 
tated with equal tendernefs, while he was doubt- 
ful to chufe, and unwilling to condemn, the 
foldiers determined his fufpenfe, by plunging 
their daggers at the fame moment into the breails 
of the defencelefs youths. The apology of the 
aflaffins, that they were obliged to produce the 
prefcribed number of heads, ferves only to in- 
creafe, by an appearance of order and defign, 
the horrors of the maflacre, which was executed 
by the commands of Theodofius. The guilt of 
the emperor is aggravated by his long and fre- 
quent refidence .at Theflalonica. The fituation 
of the unfortunate city, the afpedt of the ftreets 

and 
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and buiUingB, the drefs and fa€es of the inha- 
bitants, were famiKar, and even prefent, to his 
imagination ; and Theodofius poffefled a quick 
and lively fenfe of the cxiftence of the people 
whom he dcftroy ed (91). , 
iniHwjiice The refpedtful attachment'of the emperc^ fot 
Jiua^of ' *^ orthodox clergy, had difpofed him to love 
Ambrofc, ^nd admire the character of Ambrofe; who uni- 
A.D. j8S. ted all the epifcopal virtues in the moft eminent 
degree. The friends and miniftcrs of Theo- 
dofius imitated the example oF their fovereign ; 
attd he obferved, with more furprife than difplea- 
lure> that all his fecret counfek were immedi- 
ately communicated to the archbiflipp; who 
adted from the laudable perfuafion^ that every 
meafure of civil government may have fome 
conneftion with the glory of God, and the in- 
tereft of the true religion. The monks and 
populace of Callinicum, an obfcure town on the 
frontier of Perfia, excited by their own fanati"- 
cifm, and by that of their bifliop, had tumul- 
tuoufly burnt a conventicle of the Valentinians, 
and a fynagogue of the Jews. The feditious 
prelate was condemned, by the magiftrate of 
the province, either to rebuild the fynagogue, 
or to repay the damage ; and this moderate fen- 
ttnce was confirmed by the emperor. But it 
was not confirmed by the archbifhop of Mi- 
lan 

(91) The original evkfenoe of Ambrdfe (torn. H. cprft. 11, p. 
998.), Auguftiii (de Civitat.Dei, v. «6^), and PauKnus (inVit, 
Anabiof. c. 24.), is delmred in vague expreffi<ms of horror and 
pity. It is illufirated by die fobfequent and unequal tefKinonies 
of Scneomen (K vii. c.Aj.), Tbeodoret (I, v»€. 17.)^ Theophanes 
(Chronograph, p. 6».)» Cedrttma (p. 317- )/ *«wJ Zmmum (tofm. 
ii. I. xiii. p. 54»). Zofimos aUftSt the partial enemy of Tbeodo- 
fiu&, moft OoMCoimtaUy pafo otei^ 'm ixicDcc the wsftit of his 
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Ian (pci). He didtated an epiftle of ccnfurc and 
reproach, more fuitable, perhaps, if the empe- 
ror had received the mark of circumcifion, and 
renounced the faith of his baptifm. Ambrofc 
confiders the toleration of the Jewilh, as the 
perfecution of the Chriftian, reJigion; boldly 
declares, that he himfelf, and every true be* 
liever, would eagerly difpute with the biftiop of 
Callinicum the merit of the deed, and the crown 
of martyrdom •, and laments, in the moft pa- 
thetic terms, that the execution of the fentence 
would be fatal to the fame and falvation of 
Theodofius, As this private admonition did not 
produce an immediate effedt, the archbifhop 
from his pulpit (g^)^ publicly addrefled the em- 
peror on his throne (94); nor would he confent 
to offer the oblation of the altar, till he had ob- 
tained from Theodofius a folemn and pofitive 
declaration, which fccured the impunity of the 
bilhop and monks of Callinicum. The recan- 
tation of Theodofius was fmcere (gg) ; and, 
during the term of his refidence at Milan, his 
afFedion for Ambrofe was continually incfeafcd 
by the habits of pious and familiar conver- 
iation. 

When 

(9a) See the whole tranfa^ion in Ambrofe (torn. it. epift. xl, 
xli. p. 946 — 956.), and his bfographerj^aulinus (c. as.). Bayle 
and Barbeyrac (Morales des P^res, c. xvii. p. 325, &c.) have 
juftly condemned the archbifliop. 

C93) Hi» fernion is a ftrange allegory of Jeremiah's rod, of an 
almond- tree, of the woman who "(vaflied and anointed the feet of 
Chrin. But the peroration is dire£l and perfonal. 

(94) Hodie, Epifcope, de me propofuifti. Ambrofe modeftly 
confeifed it : but he f^ernly reprimanded Timaflus, general of the 
horfe and foot». who had prefumed to fay, that the monks of Cai« 
linicum deferved punifhment. 

(95) Yet, five years afterwards, when Theodofius was abfenf 
from his fpiritual guide, he toleraied the Jews, . nd condemned 
the deftru£lion or their fynag-ogues. Cod^ Theodof. I. xvi. tit* 
viii. leg. 9.' with Godefroy'$ Commentary, tor6. v'u p. aas. 
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Penance When Ambrofe was informed of the mafiacre 
•JlJ^^^^^^'of Thcflalonica, his mind was filled with horror 
A.b. 190. and ansuifti. He retired into the country to in- 
dulge his grief, and to avoid the prefence of 
Thcodofius. But as the archbifliop was fatisfied 
that a timid filence would render him the ac- 
complice of his guilt, he reprefented, in a pri- 
vate letter, the enormity of the crime ; which 
could only be effaced by the tears of penitence. 
The epifcopal vigour of Ambrofe was tempered 
by prudence; and he contented himfelf with 
fignifying (96) an indireft fort of excommunica- 
tion, by the affurance, that he had b^cn warned 
in a vifion, not to offer the oblation in the name, 
or in the prefence of Theodfius ; and by the ad- 
vice, that he would confine himfelf to the ufe of 
prayer, without prefuming to approach the altar 
of Chrift, or to receive the holy eucharift with 
thofe hands that were ftill j)olluted with the blood 
of an innocent people. The emperor was deep- 
ly affedted by his own reproaches, and by thofe 
of his fpiritual father ; and, after he had bewail- 
ed the mifchievous and irreparable confequences 
of his rafli fury, he proceeded, in the accuftom- 
ed manner, to perform his devotions in the great 
church of Milan. He was flopped in the porch 
by the archbifliop ; who, in the tone and lan- 
guage of an ambaflador of Heaven, declared to 
his fovereign, that private contrition was not 
fufficient to atone for a public fault, or to ap- 
peafe the juftice of the offended Deity. Theo- 
dofius humbly reprefented, that if he had con- 
tracted 

, (96) Ambrof. torn. ii. epiO. li.p. 997 — looi. HU Epiftle is a 
fniferable rhapfody on a noble fubjefl. Ambrofe could a5l better 
than he could write. His compofitions are deOitute of tafte, or 
genius ; without the fpirit of Tertullian, the copious elegance of 
La^eniiuSy the lively wit of Jerom^ or the grave energy of Au- 
guftin. 
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trafted the guilt of homicide, David, the man 
after God's own heart, had been guilty, not ' 
only of murder, but of adultery^ " You have 
" imitated David in his crime, imitate then his 
" repentance," was the reply of the undaunted 
Ambrofe. The rigorous conditions of peace 
and pardon were accepted ; and the public pen- 
ance of the emperor Theodofius has been re- 
corded as one of the moft honourable events in 
the annals of the church. According to the 
mildeft rules of ecclefiaftical difcipline, which 
were eftabliflied in the fourth century, the crime 
of homicide was expiated by the penitence of 
twenty years (97) ; and as it was impoffible, in 
the period of human life, to purge the accumu*- 
lated guilt of the maflacre of Thel&lonica, the 
murderer fliould have been excluded from the 
holy communion till the hour of his death. But 
the archbifliop, confulting the maxims of reli- 
gious policy, granted fome indulgence to the 
rank of his illuftrious penitent, who humbled in 
the dull the pride of the diadem ; and the pub- 
lic edification might be admitted as a weighty 
reafon to abridge the duration of his punifliment. 
It was fufficient, that the emperor of the Ro- 
mans, ftripped of the enfigns of royalty, ftiould 
appear in a mournful and mppliant pofture 5 and 
that, in the midft of the church of Milan, he 
fliould humbly folicit, with fighs and tears, the 
pardon of his fvns (98). In this fpiritual cure, 
VoL.V. F Ambrofe 

' (97) According to the dircipline of St. Bafil (Canon. Ivi.), the 
voluntary homicide was/oi/r years a mourner; fi*ve an hearer ; /r- 
n)in in a proflrate ftate \ and four in a (landing pofture. I have 
the original (Bcveridge, Pandeft. torn. ii. p. 47—151.), and a 
tranflation (Chardon, Hift. des Sacremen8> tom.iv. p. %\^ — 277.) 
of the Canonical Epiftles of St. Baiil. 

(98) The penance of Theodofius is authenticated by Am- 
brofe (torn, vi. de Obit. Thcodof. c. 34. p. »ac7.)» Augjiftin (de 

Civitat. 
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Ambrbfe employed the various methods of mild- 
Hefs and feverity. After a delay of about eight 
ftionths, Theodofius was reftored to the commu- 
ftion of the faithful -, and the edidt, which inter- 
pofes a falutary interval of thirty days between 
the fentence and the execution, may be accepted 
as the worthy fruits of his repentance (gg). Pof- 
terity has applauded the virtuous firmnefs of 
the archbi(hop ; and the example of Theodo- 
fius may prove the beneficial influence of thofe 
principles, which could force a monarch, ex- 
ialted above the apprehenfion of human punifti- 
ment, to refpedk the laws, and minifters, of an 
invifible judge. *' The prince," fays Mon- 
tefquieu, *' who is aftuated by the hopes and 
" fears of religion, may be compared to a lion, 
** docile only to the voice, and tradable to the 
•* hand, of his keeper (lOo). The motions of 
the royal animal will therefore depend on the 
inclination, and intereft, of the man who has 
acquired fuch dangerous authority over him ; 
and the prieft, who holds in his hand the con- 
fcience of a king, may inflame, or moderate, 
his fanguinary paffions. The caufe of huma- 
nity, and that of perfecution, have been aflfert- 
ed, by the fame Ambrofe, with equal energy, 
and with equal fuccefs. 

After 

Civitat. DcJ, V. a6.)» and Paulinus (in Vlt. Ambrof. c. 24.). 
Socrates it ignorant $ Sozomen (1. vii. c. 45) concife; and the 
copious narrative of Thcodoret (1. v, c. 18.) muft be ufed with 
pierautioa. 

(99) Codex Theodof. I. ix. tit. xl. leg. 13. The date and 
circumftances of this law are perplexed with difficulties ; but I 
feel myfelf inclined to favour the honed efforts of Tillemont (Hift. 
des Einp. torn* V. p. j%i,) and Pagi (Critica, torn. i. p. 578.). 

(loc) Un prince qui aimc lajreligion, et qui la craint, eft un lion 
qui cede a la main qui le flatte, ou a ia voix qui Tappaife. Efprk 
des Loixy I. xxir. c, 2. 
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After the defeat and death of the tyrant of^enerofity 
Gaul, the Roman world was in the pafleflion of j^^s^°" 
Theodofius. He derived from the choice of A.D.388- 
Gratianhis honourable tirle to the provinces of 39»- 
the Eaft ; he had acquired the Weft by the riglit 
of conqueft; and the three years, which he 
fpent in Italy, were ufefully employed to reftore 
thi^ authority, of the laws ; and to corred\ the 
abiifes, which had prevailed with impunity un- 
4erthe ufurpation of Maximus, and the minority 
if Valentinian. The name of Valentinian was 
regularly inferted in the public afts ; but the ten- 
der age, and doubtful faith, of the fon of Juf- 
tina, appeared to require the prudent care of an 
orthodox guardian ; and his fpecious ambition 
might have excluded the unfortunate youth, 
without a ftruggle, and almoft without a mur- 
mur, from the adminiftration, and even from 
the inheritance, of the empire. If Theodofius 
had confulted the rigid maxims of intereft and 
policy, his condud would have been juftified by 
nis friends ; but the generofity of his behaviour 
on this memorable occafion has extorted the ap- 
plaufe of his moft inveterate enemies. He feated 
Valentinian on the throne of Milan • and, with- 
out ftipulating any prefent or future advantages, 
reftored him to the abfolute dominion of all the 
provinces, from which he had been driven by 
the arms of Maximus. To the reftitution of his 
ample patrimony, Theodofius added the free and 
generous gift of the countries beyond the Alps, 
which his fuccefsful valour had recovered from 
the affaflin of Gratian (10 1). Satisfied with the 
F z glory ' 

( I o I ), Tvro irrp» ^Viweeymti xeAnxxn i))i|iy »yai, is the siggard 
praife of Zofirnus himfelt (I. iv. p. 7,6'},). Augufttn feys, wifh 
fome bappinefs of expre(HoQ, Valcntinhinum • • • • mifcricordrf- 
fima f eneratione leftituit. 
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glory whicJi he had acquired, by revenging the 
death of his benefaftor, and delivering the Weft 
from the yoke of tyranny, the emperor returned 
from Milan to Conuantinople ; and, in the peace- 
ful poffeffion of the Eaft, infenfibly relapfed into 
his former habits of luxury and indolence. 
Theodofius difcharged his obligation to the bro- 
ther, he indulged his conjugal tendernefs to the 
fifter, of Valentinian : and pofterity, which ad- 
mires the pure and fmgular glory ot his elevation, 
muft applaud his uniivalledTgenerofity in the ufe 
of viftory. 
?^f '"^ The emprefs Juftina did not long furvive her 
tinian*/"' rctum to Italy; and, though (he beheld the 
A.D.i9i. triumph of Theodofius, (he was hot allowed to 
influence the government of her fon (102). The 
pernicious attachment to the Arian fedt, which 
Valentinian had imbibed from her example and 
inftruftions, was foon erafed by the leflbns of a 
more orthodox education. His growing zeal for 
the faith of Nice, and his filial reverence for the 
charadler, and authority, of Ambrofe, difpofed 
the Catholics to entertain the moft favourable 
opinion of the virtues of the young emperor of 
the Weft (103). They applauded his chaftity 
and temperance, his contempt of pleafure, his 
application to bufinefs, and his tender aflfedtion 
for his two fifters ; which could not, however, 
feduce his impartial equity to pronounce an un- 
juft fentence againft the meaneft of his fubjedls. 
But this amiable youth, before he had accom- 

pliflied 

(102) Sozomen, 1. vii. c. 14. His chronology is very irregular. 

(103) See Ambrofe (tora. ii. de Obit. Valentinian, c. 15, &c, 
p. 1178 s c. 36, &c. p. 1 184.). When the young emperor 

fave an entertainment, he fafted himfelf : he refufed to fee an 
andfome ^flrefs, &c. Since he ordered his wild beads to be 
Killed, it is ungenerous in Philoftorgius (l.xi. c. i.) to reproach 
hio) with the love of that ansufement. 



\ 
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pliihed the twentieth year of his age, was op- 
prefled by domeftic treafon i and the empire was 
again involved in the horrors of a civil war. Ar- 
bogaftes(io4), a gallant foldier of the nation of 
Franks, held the fecond rank in the fervice of 
Gratian. On the death of his mafter, he joined 
the llandard of Theodofius; contributed, by his 
valour and military condudt, to the deftrudtion 
of the tyrant ; and was appointed, after the vic- 
tory, mafter-general of the armies of Gaul. His 
real merit, and apparent fidelity, had gained the 
confidence both of the prince and people ; his 
boundlefs liberality corrupted the allegiance of 
the troops; and, whilft he was univcrfally 
efteemed as the pillar of the ftate, the bold and 
crafty Barbarian was fecretly determined, either 
to rule, or to ruin, the empire of the Weft. The 
important commands of the army were diftri- 
buted among the Franks ; the creatures of Arbo- 
gaftes were promoted to all the honours and of- 
fices of the civil government ; the progrefs of 
the confpiracy removed every faithrul fervant 
from the prefence of Valentinian; and the em- 
peror, without power, and without intelligence, 
infenfibly funk into the precarious i.and depen- 
dent condition of a captive (105). Theindig- 
nation which he exprefled, though it may arife 
only from the rafti and impatient temper of 
youth, may be candidly afcribed to the generous 
fpirit of a prince, who felt that he was not un- 
worthy to reign. He fepretly invite^ the arch- 

bilhop 

(xo4)Zo(imus (I. iv, p. 2750« praifes the en^my of Theodofius. 
But he is detefted by Socrates (1. v. c. 25.) and Orofms (1. vii. c. 

3^-) ..... 

. (105) Gregory of Tours (I. ii. c. 9. p. 165. m the fecond vo- 

lume of the Hiftorians of France) has preferved a curious frag- 

ment of Sulpiciut Alexander, an biftorian far more valuable than 

hinafeif. 
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bifliop of Milan to undertake the office of a me- 
diator ; as the pledge of his fincerity, and the 
guardian of his fafety . He contrived to apprife 
the emperor of the Ealt of his helplefs fituation j 
and he declared, that, unlefs Theodofius could 
i^>ecdily march to his affiftance, he muft attempt 
1» efcape from the palace, or rather prifon, of 
Vienna in Gaul, where he had imprudently fuced 
his refidence in the midft of the hoftile fadiion. 
But the hopes of relief were diftant, and doubt- 
ful ; and, as every day furniftied foine new pro- 
vocation, the emperor, without ftrength or coun- 
fel, toohaftily refolved to rifk an immediate con- 
tcft with his powerful general. He received 
Arbogaftes on the throne j and, as the count ap- 
proached with fome appearance of refpedl, deli- 
vered to him a paper, which difmiffed him from 
^11 his employments. " My authority," replied 
Arbogaftes with infulting coolnefs, " does not 
^^ depend on the fmile, or the frown, of a mo- 
** narch i" and he contemptuoufly threw the pa- 
per on the ground. The indignant monarch 
{hatched at the fword of one of the guards, which 
he ftruggled to draw from its fcabbard -, and it 
was not without fome degree ot violence that he 
was prevented from ufing the deadly weapon 
His death, againll his enemy, or againft himfelf. A few 
AJC).39», ^^yg ^f|.gf tj^jg extraordinary quarrel, in which 
*^ *^* he had expofed his refentment and his weaknefs, 
the unfortunate Valentinian was found ftrangled 
in his apartment ; and fome pains were employ^ 
ed to difguife the manifeft guilt of Arbogaftes, 
and to perfuade the world, that the death of the 
young emperor had been the voluntary tffe&. of 
ms own defpair (io6). His body was conduced 

with 



(io6) Godefroy (Diflcrtat. ad Philoftorg. p. 429— 434') *»• 
diligently colle^ed all the circumilances of the death of Valenti- 
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with c^ent pomp to the fepulchre of Milan } 
and the archbifhop pronounced a (iineral oration 
to commemorate his virtue, and his misfor- 
tunes (107). On thjs occafion, the humanity of 
Ambrofe tempted him to make a fingular breach 
in his theolo^cal fyftem; and to comfort the 
weeping lifters of Valentinian, by th^ firm 
ailurance, that their pious brother, though he 
had not received the facrament of baptifm, was 
introduced, without difficulty, into the manfions 
of eternal blifs(io8). 

The prudence of Arbogaftes had prepared the^^^*'»»» 
fuccefs of his ambitious defigns : and the pro- nius "^*' 
vincials, in whofe breafts eveiy fentiment ofA.D.391.- 
patriotifm or loyalty was extinguifhed, expefted,^^*' 
with tame refignation, the unknown mafter, 
whom the choice of a Frank might place on 
the Imperial throne. But fome remains of pride 
and prejudice ftill oppofed the elevation or Ar- 
bogaftes himfelf ; and the judicious Barbarian 
thought it more advifable to reign under the 
name of fome dependent Roman. He beftow- 
cd the purple on the rhetorician Eugenius (lop); 
whom he had already raifed from the place oiF 
his domeftic fecretary, to the rank of mafter of 

the 

Bian II. The variations, and the ignorance, of contemporary^ * 
writers, prove that it was fecret. 

(107) Dc Obitu Valentinian. torn. ii. p. 1x73—1196. He is 
Ibrced to fpeak a difcrcet and obfcure language : yet he is much 
bolder than any layman, or perhaps any other ecdefiaftic, .would 
have dared to be. 

(108) See c. 51. p. IT 88. c. 75. p. 1x93. Dom Chardon (Hift. 
des Sacremens, torn. i. p. 86.), who owns that St. Ambrofe rooft 
ftrenuoufly maintains the init/peitfabU neceility of baptifm, la- 
bours to reconcile the contradiction. 

(109) Q^em iibi Germanus famulum delegerat exul, 

is the contemptuous expreffion of Claudion (iv Conf. Hon. 74.). 
Eugenius profefled Chriftianity t but his fecret attachment to Pa- 
ganifm (Sozomen, ]. vii. c. %%, Fhiloftorg. 1. xi. c. a.) is proba- 
ble in a grammarian, and would iecure the friesdlhip of Zofi< 
mus (1. iv. p. 276, a77.)v 
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the offices. In the courfe both of his private 
and public fervice, the count had always ap- 
proved the attachment and abilities of Eugenius; 
his learning and eloquence, fupported by the 
gravity of his manners, recommended him to 
the efteem of the people; and the reludtance, 
with which he feemed to afcend the throne, may 
infpire a favourable prejudicce of his virtue and 
moderation. The ambafladors of the new em- 
peror were immediately difpatched to the court 
of Theodpfius, to communicate, with affefted 
grief, tjie unfortunate accident of the death of 
Valeiitinian ; and, without mentioning the name 
of Arbogaftes,' to requeft, that the monarch of 
the Eaft would embrace, as his lawful colleague, 
the refpedtable citizen, who had obtained the 
unanimous fuffrage of the armies and provinces 
of the Weft (no). Theodofius wasjuftly pro* 
voked, that the perfidy of a barbarian fhould 
have deftroyed, in a moment, the labours, and 
the fruit, of his former viftory ; and he was ex- 
cited by the tears of his beloved wife (in), to 
revenge the fate of her unhappy brother, and 
once more to affert by arms the violated ma- 
jefty of the throne. But as the fecond conqueft 
of the Weft was a talk of difficulty and danger, 
he difmifled, with fplendid prefents, and an am- 
biguous anfwer, the ambafladors of Eugenius ; 
and almoft two years were confumed in the pre- 
Thecdp- parations of the civil war. Before he formed 
pareffor ^"^ dccifive refolutiph, the pious emperor wa? 
war. anxious 

(no) ^oiimus (I. iv. p. 278.) mentions this embaffy; but hp 
is (liveried by another ftory from relating the event. 

(1x1) Xvnra^aitt d rara y«f*iTii ToAX* t» fietaiXim tw 
•liA^oi' oXofi/^ofMyjj. Zofim. 1. iv. p. 477. He afterwards fays 
(p, 280.)) thatGaila died in childbed; and intimates, that tbo 
tffliftion of her httfljand was extreme, but ihort. 
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anxious to difcover the will of heaven ; and as 
the progrefs of Chriftianity had filenced the ora* 
cles of Delphi and Dodona, he confulted an 
Egyptian monk, who poffeffed, in the opinion 
of the age, the gift of miracles, and the know- 
ledge of futurity. Eutropius, one of the favou- 
rite eunuchs of the palace of Conftantinople, 
embarked for Alexandria, from whence he failed 
up the Nile as far as the city of Lycopolis, or 
of Wolves, in the remote province of The- 
bais(ii2). In the neighbourhood of that city, 
and on the fummit of a lofty mountain, tho 
holy John (113) had conftrudled, with his own 
hands, an humble cell, in- which he had dwelt 
above fifty years, without opening his door^ 
without feeing the face of a ^man, and with- 
out tailing any food that had been prepared by 
fire, or any human art. Five days of the week 
be (pent in prayer and meditation ; but on Sa* 
turdays and Sundays he regularly opened a fmall 
window, and gave audience to the crowd of fup- 
pliants, who ulcceffively flowed from every part 
of the Chriftian world. The eunuch of Theo- 
dofius approached the window with refpedfiil • 
fteps, propofed his queftions concerning the 
event of the civil war, and foon returned with a 
fevourable oracle, which animated the courage 

of 

* (ut) Lycopolis is the modern Slot, or Ofiot, a town of Sai<f« 
about the iize of St. Denys, which drives a profitable trade with 
the kingdom of Sennaar $ and has a very convenient fountain* 
« cujus potu (i^na virginitatts eripiuntur/* See d^Anville, De- 
fcriptioo de l^Egypte, p. i8i. Abulfeda, Defcript. JEgyp» pui 
14. and the curious Annotations» p. 25. 92. of his editor 
Michaelis. 

(115) The life of John of Lycopolis is defcribed by his two 
friends, Rufinus (I. ii. c. i. p. 449.) and Palladius (Hift. Laa- 
fiac. c, 43. p. 738.), in Rofwcydc's great ColleAion of the Vitae 
Patrum. Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. torn. x. p. 718. |7ao.) has 
fettled the chronology* 



74 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

of the emperor by the afTurance of a bloody, 
biit infallible, vidtory (114). The accomplilh- 
ment of the predi&ion was forwarded by all the 
means that human prudence could fiipply. The 
iaduftry of the two mafter-generals, Stilicho and 
Timafius, was ^ directed to recruit the numbers, 
and to revive the difcipline, of the Roman le^ 
gtons. The formidable troops of Barbarians 
marched under the enfigns of their national chief- 
tains. The Iberian, the Arab, and the Goth, 
who gazed on each other with mutual aftonilh- 
ment, were inlifted in the fervice of the fame 
prince ; and the renowned Alaric acquired, in 
the fchool of Theodofius, the knowledge of the 
art of war, which he afterwards fo fatally exerted 
for the d ^ftrudioQ of Rome ( » 5 . 
His viaory The Emperorof the Weft, or, to fpeak more 
oyer Eugc- properly, his general Arbogaftes, was inftrufted 
a!*d 394, t^y ^he mifcondudt and misfortune of Maximus, 
s^t. 6. how dangerous it might prove to extend the line 
of defence againft a (kilrul antagonift, who ^as 
free to prefs, or to fufpend, to contraft, or to 
multiply, his various methods of attack (116). 

Arbogaftes 



(114) Sozomeriji I. vii. c. 22. Claudian (inEutropJ. i. 31a.) 
mentions the eunuch's journey : hut he ii[ioft contemptuouily de- 
'rides the Egyptian dreams^ and the oracles of the Nile. 

(115) ZofimuSy ]. \v, p. 280. Socrates, I. vii. 10. Alaric 
himfelf (de Bell. Getico, 524 ) dwells with more complacency on 
his early exploits again the Romans. 

.... Tot Auguftus Hebro qui tefte fugavi. 
Yet bis vanity could fcarcely have proved {Wis plurality of flying 
emperors, 

(116) Claudian (in iv Conf. Honor. 77, &c.) contrails the 
military plans of the two ufurpers. 

.... Novitas audere priorem 
Suadcbat ; cnutumque dabant exempla fequentem. 
Hie nova moliri praeceps s hie quarrere tutus 
Providus. Hie fufis ; colleAis viribus ille. 
Hie vagus, e;(CurFens; hie intra clau(lra redu£lu3 
piilimijes ^ fed morte pares 
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Arbogaftes fixed hisftation on the confines of 
Italy : the troops of Theodofius were permitted 
to occupy, without refiftance, the provinces of 
Pannonia, as far as the foot of the Julian Alps ; 
and ev^en the pafies of the mountains were nc- 
gfigently, or perhaps artfully, abandoned, to 
the bold invader. He defcended from the hilJs, 
and beheld, with fome aftoniftiment, the formi- 
dable camp of the Gauls and Germans, that co- 
vered with arms and tents the open country, 
which extends to the walls of Aquilcia, and the 
banksof the Frigidus(i 17), or cold river (11 8). 
This narrow theatre of the war, circumfcrib^ 
by the Alps and the Hadriatic, did not allow 
much room for the operations of military ikill ; 
the fpirit of Arbogaftes would have difdained a 
pardon ; his guilt extingui(hed the hope of a ne- 
godation : and Theodofius was impatient to fa- 
tdsfy his glory and revenge, by the chaftifement 
of the af&ffins of Valentinian. Without weigh- 
ing the natural and artificial obftacles that op- 
pofed his efforts, the emperor of the Eaft imme- 
diately attacked the fortifications of his rivals^ 
affigned the poft of honourable danger to the 
Goths, and cherilhed a fecret wifh, that the 
bloody conflict might diminifh the pride and 
numbers of the conquerors. Ten thoufand of 
thofe auxiliaries, and Bacurius, general of the 
Iberians, died bravely on the field of battle* 
But the victory was not purchafed by their 

blood: 

(117) The Frigidug^ a firiall, though memorablf, flream ia 
the country of Gortez, now called the Vipao, falls into the Son- 
tios^ or Lifonzo, above Aquileia, fome miles from the Hadriatic. 
See d^ Anvil le*s Ancient and Modern Maps, and the Italia Anti* 
qua of Cfuveriu8(toro.i. p. i88.); 

(118) Claudian*8 wit is intolerable : the fnow was dyed nd ; 
the cold river fmoaked $ and the channel muft have been choaked 
with carcafTes, If the current had not been fwelled with blood. 
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blcod : the Gauls maintained their advantage ; 
and the approach of night protedled the dilbr- 
derly flight, or retreat, of the troops of Theo- 
dofius. The emperor retired to the adjacent 
hilbi where he paffed a difconfolate night, 
without fleep, without provifions (119); except 
that ftrong affurance, which, under the moft 
defperate circumftances, the independent mind 
may derive from the contempt of fortune and of 
life. The triumph of Eugenius was celebrated 
by the infolent and diffolute joy of his camp ; 
whilft the aftive and vigilant Arbogaftes fecretly 
detached a confiderable body of troops to occupy 
the paffes of the mountains, and to encompafs 
the rear of the Eaftern army. The dawn of 
day difcpvered to the eyes of Theodofius the 
extent and the extremity of his danger •, but his 
apprehenfions were foon difpelled, by a friendly 
meflage from the leaders of thofe troops, who 
expreffed their inclination to defert the ftandard 
of the tyrant. The honourable and lucrative 
rewards, which they ftipulated as the price of 
their perfidy, were granted without hefitation ; 
and. as ink and paper could not eafily be pro- 
cured, the emperor fubfcribed, on his own ta- 
blets, the ratifi<;ation of the treaty. 'Thefpirit 
jof his foldiers was revived by this feafonable re- 
■ inforcement : and they again marched, with 
confidence, to furprife the- camp of a tyrant^ 
whofe principal officers appeared to diftruft, ei- 
ther the juftice, or the fuccefs, of his arms. In 

the 



, (119) Theodoret affirms, that St. John, and St. Philip, ap- 
peared to the waking, or fleeping, emperor, on horfeback, ^c« 
This is the fird inftance of apoftoHc chivalry, which afterwards 
Ixcame fo popuhr in Spain» and in the Crufades* 
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the heat of the battle, a violent tempeft ( 1 20), 
fuch as is often felt among the Alps, fuddenly 
arofe from the Eaft. The army of Theodofius 
-was (heltered by their pofition from the irapetu- 
ofity of the wind, which blew a cloud of duft in 
the feces of the enemy, difordered their ranks, 
wrefted their weapons from their hands, and di- 
verted, or repelled, their ineffectual javelins. 
This accidental advantage was (kilfully improv- 
ed ; the violence of the ftorm was magnified by 
the fuperftitious terrors of the Gauls ; and they 
yielded without (hame to the invifible powers of 
heaven, who feemed to militate on the fide of 
the pious emperor. His vidtory was decifive ; 
and the deaths of his two rivals were diftinguifli - 
ed only by the difference of their charaifters. 
The rhetorician Eugenius, who had almoft ac- 
quired the dominion of the world, was reduced 
to implore the mercy of the conqueror ; and the 
unrelenting foldiers feparated his head from his 
body, as he lay proftrate at the feet of Theodo- 
fius. Arbogaftes, after the lofs of a battle, in 
which he had difcharged the duties of a foldier 
and a general, wandered feveral days among the 
mountains. But when he was convinced, that 
his caufe was defperate, and his efcape imprac- 
ticable, the intrepid Barbarian imitated the ex- 
ample 



(lao) Tc propter, gclidis Aquilo de monte procellis 
Obruit adverfas acies ; revoiutaquc tek 
Vertit in auflores, et turbine reppulit ballas. 
O nimium dile£le Deo, cui fundit ab antris 
^olu8 armatas byemes j cui militat j£ch^r, 
£t conjurati veniunt ad claflica venti. 
Thefe famous lines of Claudian (in iii Conf. Honor. 93, Sec, 
A. D. 396.) are alleged by bis contemporaries, Auguftin and 
Oroiius ; who fupprefs the Pagan deity of .^olus : and add fome 
circumftances from the information of eye-witnefles. Within 
four months after the viAory, it was compared by Ambrofeto the 
miraculous viflories of Mofes and Jolhua. ** ^ • ^ 
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ample of the aticient Romans, and turned his 
fword againft hU own bread. The fate of the 
empire was deterouned in a narrow corner of 
Italy ; and the logvdmate fucceifor of the houfe 
of Vdlentiman embraced the archbilhop of Mi- 
hn, and gracioufly received the fubmiffion of 
the provinces of the Weft. Thofe provinces 
were involved in the guilt of rebellion ; while 
the inflexible courage of Ambrofe alone had re- 
fifted the claims of fuccefsful ufurpation. With 
a manly freedom, which might have been fatal 
to any other Fubjedt, the archbifhop rejeded the 
gifts of Eugenius, declined his correfpondence, 
and withdrew himfelf from Milan, to avoid the 
odious prefence of a tyrant ; whofe downfal he 
predidled in difcreet and ambiguous language. 
The merit of Ambrofe was applauded by the 
conqueror, who fecured the attachment of the 
people by his alliance with the church : and the 
clemency of 'Theodofius is afcribed to the hu- 
mane interceflion of the archbifhop of Mi- 
land 21). 
Death of After the defeat of Eugenius, the merit, as 
J|*P j*^*well asthe authority, of Theodofius was cheer- 
january i7.fully acknowledged by all the inhabitants of the 
Roman world. The experience of his paft con- 
dud encouraged the moft'pleafmg expedations 
of his future reign ; and the age of the empe- 
ror, which did not exceed fifty years, feemed to 
extend the profpedt of the public felicity. His 
death, only four months arter his victory, was 

conifidered 

(lax) The events of this civil war are gathered from Ambrofe 
(torn. ii. epift. ixii.p. tot%.), Paulinu8''(in Vit. Ambrof. c. 26—. 
54.), Aus^uftm(de Civnat. Dei, v. »6.), Orofius, (I. vii; c. 35.), 
Sozomen (1. vii. c. 44.) Theodorct (l.iv. c. i4.)> Zofimas (I. iv. 

feaSx> 28%.)* Claudian (in iit Conf. Hon. 63 — 105. in iv ConC 
on. 9o*-^xi7.)an(l tht Cfatonkks^publtihed by Scaligvr. 
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confidered by the people as an unforefeen and fa- 
tal event, which deflroyed, in a moment, the 
hopes of the rifing generation. But the indul- 
gence of eafe and luxury had fecretly nourifti- 
ed the principles of difeafe (122). The ftrength 
of Theodofius was unable to fupport the fudden 
and violent tranfition from the palace to the 
camp 5 and the increafing fymptoms of a dropfy 
announced the fpeedy diflblution of the emperor. 
The opinion, and perhaps the interelt, of the 
public had confirmed the divifion of the Eaftern 
and Weftern empires ; and the two royal youths, 
Arcadius and Honorius, who had already ob- 
tained, from the tendernefs of their father, the 
title of Auguftus, were deftined to fill the thrones 
of Conftantinople and of Rome. Thofe piinces 
were not permitted to (hare the danger and glory 
of the civil war (123) ; but as foon as Th^odo* 
fius had triumphed over his unworthy rivals, he 
called his younger fon, Honorius, to enjoy the 
fruits of the victory, and to receive the fceptrc 
of the Weft from the hands of his dying father. 
The arrival of Honorius at Milan was welcomed 
by a fplendid exhibition of the games of the 
Circus ; and the emperor, though he was op- 
preffed by the weight of his diforder, contributed 
by his prefence to the public joy. But the re- 
mains of his ftrength were exhaufted by the pain- 
ful effort, which he made, to aflift at the fpec- 

tacles 



(1211) This difeafe, afcnbed by Socrates (I. v. c. a6.) to the 
fatigues of war, is reprefented by Philoftorgius (I. xi. c. 2.)«sthe 
cfftS: of doth and intemperance ; for which Photius calls hicn aa 
impudent liar (Godefroy, Diflert. p. 438.). 

(i23)Zotimus fuppofes, that the boy Honorius accompanied hts 
father (i. iv. p.280.). Vet the, quanto €agrabant pe6iora voto, 
is all that flattery would allow tu a contemporary poet 5 whoclear- 
'ly defcribes the emperor's refufal, and the journey of Honorius^ 
after the vidtory (Caudian in iii Conf. 78 — 125.}. 
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tacles of the morning. Honorius fupplied, du- 
ring the reft of the day, the place of his father ; 
and the great Theodofius expired in the enfuing 
night. Notwithftanding the recent animofities 
of a civil war, his death was univerfally lament- 
ed. The Barbarians, whom he had vanquilhed, 
and the churchmen, by whom he had been fub- 
dued, celebrated, with loud and fmcere ap- 
plaufe, the qualities of the deceafed emperor, 
which appeared the moft valuable in their eyes. 
The Romans were terrified by the impending 
dangers of a freeble and divided adminiftration ; 
and every difgraceful moment of the unfortu- 
nate reigns of Arcadius and Honorius revived 
the memory of their irreparable lofs. 

In the faithful pidture of the virtues of Theo- 
dofius, his imperfedtions have not been diffem- 
bled i the a6t of cruelty, and the habits of indo- 
lence, which tarniftied the glory of one of the 
greateft of the Roman princes. An hiftorian, 
perpetually adverfe to the fame of Theodofius, 
has exaggerated his vices, and their pernicious 
efFeds; J he boldly aflerts,.that every rank of 
fubjeds imitated the effeminate manners of 
their fovereign ; that every fpecies of cor- 
ruption polluted the courfe of public and pri- 
vate life ; and that the feeble reftraints of order 
and decency were infufficient to refift the pro- 
grefs of that degenerate fpirit, which facrifices, 
without a blulh, the confideration of duty and 
inter^ft to the bafe indulgence of floth and appe- 
tite (124). The complaints of contemporary- 
writers, who deplore the increafe of luxury, and 
depravation of manners, are commonly expref- 
five of their peculiar temper and fituation. 
There are few obfervers, who pofT^fs a clear and 
comprehenfive view of the revolutions of fociety -, 

and 

(las) Zofimut, 1. tv. p. 244. 
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. and who are capable of difcovering the nice and 
fecret fprings of adtion, which impel, Jn the 
iame uniform direAion, the blind and capricious 
pailions of a multitude of individuals. If it can 
be affirmed, with aitjF^ 'degree of truth, that the 
luxury of the Romans was more fliamelefs and 
dillblute in the reign of Theodofius than in the 
age of Conllantine, perhaps, or of Auguftus, 
the alteration cannot be afcribed to any benefi* ' 
cial improvements, which had gradually in- 
creafed the ftock of national riches. A long 
period of calamity or decay muft have checked 
the induftry, and diminilhed the wealth, of the 
people; and their profufe luxury muft have 
been the refult of that indolent defpair, which 
enjoys the prefent hour, and declines the thoughts 
of futurity. The uncertain condition of their 
property difcouraged the fubjefts of Theodofius 
from engaging in thofe ufeflil and laborious un-» 
dertakings, which require an immediate ex- 
pence, and promife a flow and diftant advan- 
tage. The frequent examples of ruin and defo- 
lation tempted them not to fpare the remains of 
a patrimony, which might, every hour, become 
the prey ot the rapacious Goth. And the mad 
prodigality which prevails in the confufion of a 
fliipwreck, or a fiege, may ferve to explain the 
progrefs of luxury amidft the misfortunes and 
terrors of a fmking nation. 

The effeminate luxury, which infedted theTheinfan- 
manners of courts and cities, had inftilled a fc-jjj^^^*^** 
crct and deftruftive poifon into the camps ofmour^ 
the legions: and their degeneracy has been mark- 
ed by the pen of a military writer, who had 
accurately ftudied the genuine and ancient prin- 
ciples of Roman difcipline. It is the juft and 
unportant obfervation of Vegetius, that the in- 

Voi. V* G fantry^ 



U tHE DECLINE AND FALL 

fentry was invariably coTcred with defenfive ar- 
mour, from the foundation of the city, to the 
reign of the emperor Gratian. The relaxation 
of difcipline, and the difufe of exercife, render- 
ed the foldiers lefs able, and kfe willing, to fup- 
port the fatigues c€ tl^ fervice ; they complained 
of the weight of the armour, which they feldom 
wore ; and they fucceffiveiy obtained the pcr/nif- 
fion of laying afide both their cuiraffes and their 
helmets. The heavy weapons of their anceftors, 
the (hort fword, and the formidable pilutn^ 
which had fubdued the world, infenfibly dropped 
from their feeble hands. As the ufe of the 
fliield is incompatible with that of the bow, they 
reluftantly marched into the field ; condemned 
to fufFer, either the pain of wounds, or the igno- 
miny of flight, and always difpofed to prefer 
the moft fliameful alternative. The cavalry of 
the Goths, the Huns, and the Alani, had felt the 
benefits, and adopted the ufe, of defenfive ar- 
mour ; and, as they excelled in the man^ement 
of mifTile weapons, they eafily overwhelmed the 
naked and trembling legions,, whofe heads and 
breafts were expofed, without defence, to the^ 
arrows of the Barbarians. The loft of armies, 
the deftrtidlion of cities, and the cUflionour of 
the Roman name, inefFeftually folicited the fuc- 
ceflbrs of Gratian to reftore the helmets and cui- 
raffes of the infantry. The enervated foldiers 
abandoned their own, and the public, defence ; 
and their pufiUanimous indolence may be confi- 
dered as the immediate caufe of the downfal of 
the empire (125). 

C H A P. 

( 1 25) Vegetius, de Re Militari, 1. i. c. 10. The ferie« of ca- 
lamities, which he marks, compel us to believe, that the i^/ro, to 
whom he dedicates his book, is the laft and moft iBglorious of the 
Valcntinians. 
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CHAP. xxvm. 

Find Defimetion rf Pagm/m.—IntroduSH(m of It/t 
Worjbip of Saints^ md RtUcs^ among the ChriJ^ 
tiam. ^ 

THE ruin of Paganifm, in the age of The-- The de- 
dofius, is perbips the only example (rf"^*^"^'^"^ 
the total extirpation of any ancient and popular JeHgion*'* 
fuperftition; and may therefore deferve to beA.D. aVi 
confidered, as a fingular event in the hiftory dT'^^^ 
the human mind. The Chriftians^ more efpe- 
ciaily the clergy, had impatiently fupported thte 
prudent delays of Conftantine, and the equal 
toleraticMi of the elder Valcntinian; nor could 
they deem their oonqueft perfect or fecure, as 
long as their adverfaries were permitted to exifti 
The influence, which Ambrofe and his brethren 
had acquired over the youth of Gmtian, and the 
piety of Theodofius, was employed to inftife the 
maxims of perfecution into the breafts of their 
Imperial j)rofelytes. Two fpecious principles of 
religious jurifprudence were eftabhflied, from 
whence they deduced a diredt and rigorous con- 
clufion, againft the fubjedks of the empire, who 
ftill adherSl to the ceremonies of their anceftors : 
that^ the magiftrate is, in fome meafure, guilty 
of the crimes which he neglcdts to prohibit, or 
to punifh 5 and, that the idolatrous worfhip of 
fabulous deities, and real daemons, is the moft 
abominable crime againft the fupreme majefty 
of the Creator, The laws pf .Mofes, and the 
examples of Jewifti hiftory (i), were haftily, 
• G 2 perhaps 

(i) St. Ambrose (torn* ii. de Obit, Thfodof. p« l«o8.) ar« 
prefsiy praifes and recominends the zeal of Jofiah in t^e deftruc- 

tioo 
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perhaps erroneoufly, applied, by the clergy, tm 
the mild and univei^l reign of Chriftianity (2). 
The zeal of the empercM-s was excited to vindi- 
cate their own honour, and that of the Deity : 
and the temples of the Roman world were fub- 
-verted, about fixty years after the converfion of 
Conftantine, 
Stiteof^ From the age of Numa, to the reign of Gra- 
« ij^j^^ jj^g Romans preferved the regular fucceffion 

of the feveral colleges of the facerdotal order (3). 
Fifteen Pontiffs exerdfed their fupremejurif- 
diction over all things, and perfons, that were 
confecrated to the fervice of the gods ; and the 
various queftions which perpetually arofe in a 
loofe and traditionary fyftem, were fubmitted to 
the judgment of their holy tribunal. Fifteen 
grave and learned Augurs obferved the face of 
the heavens, and prefcribed the adlions of he- 
roes, according the flight of birds. Fifteen 
keepers of the Sybilline books (their name of 
QyiNDECEMviRS was derived from their num- 
ber) occafionally confulted the hiftory of future, 
and, as it ftiould feem, of contingent, events. 
Six Vestals devoted their virginity to the guard 
of the facred fire, and of the unknown pledges 
of the duration of Rome; which no mortal 
had been fufFered to behold with impuni- 
tton of idolatry. The langmge of Jalius Firmicus Maternut o(k^ 
the fame fubje6t (dcErrore Profan. Relig. p. 4679 edit. Gronov.) 
is yioudy inhuman. Nee filio jubet (the ^ao^aic Law) pard, nee 
firatriy et per amatam conjogem gladiutn vindicem due it, &c. 

(a) Bayle (torn* ii« p. 406, in his Commentaire Phiiofophique) 
juftifiea, and limits, thefc intolerant laws by the temporal leign of 
Jehovah over the Jews. The attempt is laudable. 

(3) See the outlines of the Roman hierarchy in Cicero (de Le* 
gibus, ii. 7, 8.), Livy (1. io.)» Dtonyfius Halicarnafleniis (1. ii. 
p. 1 19 — ri9.edit. Hudfon)* Beaufort (Republique Romaine, toin.u 
p. I — 9o.)i and Moyle (yoL i. p. 10—55.). The laft is the 
work of •n EnglUh Wbig» at well at of a Roman aotiquat/. 
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ty(4). Seven Epulos prepared the table of 
the gods, conducted the folemn proceffion, and 
regulated the ceremonies of the annual feftival. 
The three Flam£N$ of Jupiter, of Mars, and 
of Qijirinus, were confidered as the peculiar 
minifters of the three moft powerful deities, 
who watched over the fate of Rome and of the 
iiniverfe. The King of the Sacrifices re- 
prcfented the perfon of Numa, and of his fuc- 
ceflbrs, in the religious fundions, which could 
be performed only by royal hands. The con- 
fraternities of the Salians, the Lupercals, 
&c. pradifed fuch rites, as might extort a fmilc- 
of contempt from every reafonable man, with a 
lively confidence of reconmiending themfelves 
to the favour of the immortal gods. The au- 
thority, which the Roman priefts had formerly 
obtained in the counfels of the republic, wai- 
gradually aboliflied by the eftablilhment of 
monarchy, and the removal of the feat of em*? 
pire. But the dignity of their facred character 
was ftill protected by the laws and manners of 
their country; and they ftill continued, more 
efpecially the college of pontiffs, to exercile in 
the capital, and fometimes in the provinces, the 
rights of their ecclcfiaftical and civil jurifdidtion. 
Their robes of purple, chariots of ftate, and 
fumptuous entertainments, attracted the admi- 
ration of the people-, and they received, from 
the confecrated lands, and the public revenue, 

an 

(4) Thefe myftic, and perhaps imaginaryi fymbolt have give^ 
^irth to various fables and conjeftures. It feems probable, that 
the Palladium was a fmall ftatuc (three cubits aad a half high) 
of Minerva, with a lance and diftafF^ that it was ufually inclofed 
in zferiot or barrel j and that a fimilar barrel was placed by its 
fide, to difconcert curiofity, or iacrilege. See Meaeriac (Com-' 
meat, fur les Epitret d*Ovide, torn. i. p. 6o.-*66.)» and Lipfiut 
^ton^. iii* p. ^iQ« de Vcfta^ &c, c. lo.). 
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an ample ftipend, which liberally fupported the 
fplendour ot the priefthood, and all the cxpences 
oiF the religious worfhip of the ftate. As the 
fcrvict of the altar was not incompatible with 
the command of armies, the Romans, after their 
confuWhips and triumphs, afpired to the place 
of pontiff, or of augur ; the feats of Cicero (5) 
and Pompey were filled, in the fourth century, 
by the moft illuftrious members of the fenate ; 
and the dignity of their birth refleded additio- 
nal fplendour on their facerdotal charadter. The 
fifteen priefts, who compofed the college of 
pontiffs, enjoyed a more diftinguilhed rank as 
the companions of their foveieign; and the 
Chriftian emperors condefcended to accept the 
robe and enfigns, which were appropriated to 
the office of fupreme pontiff. But when Gra- 
tian afcended the throne, more fcrupulous, or 
rttt^re enlightened, he'fternly rejedted thofe pro- 
pliane fymbols (6) ; applied to the fervice of the 
ftate, or of the church, the revenues of the 
priefts and veftals ; abolifhed their honours and 
immunities ; and diflfolved the ancient fabric of 
Roman fuperftition, which was fupported by the 
opinions, and habits, of eleven hundred years, 
f^ganifm was ftill the conftitutional religion of 
the fenate. The hall, or temple, in which they 
affembled, was adorned by the. ftatue and altar 
of victory (7) ; a majeftic female ftanding on a 

globe, 

C5) Ctcero» frankly (ad Atticuro, I. ii. cpift. 5.), or indire^^Iy 
(ftd Familiar. 1. xv. epifti. 4.}, confeiTeB, . that the Augurate it the 
^preme obje^ of his wiihes. Pliny is proud to tread in the foot* 
fteps of Cicero (1. iv. epift. 8.)» ^nd the chain of tradition might 
be continued from hiftoiy, and marbles. 

(6) Zofimusy i. itr« p. %^y 250. I have fuppreiTed the fboiifli 
pun about Ponttftx and Maximuss 

(7) Thia ftatue was tranfported from Tarentum to Rom*, 
placed in the Curia Julia by CmSK, and daqorated by Avgu^m 
with the fpoils of £gypt. 
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globe, with flbwihg garments, expanded wings, 
and a crown of laurel in her out-ftrctched 
hand (8). The fenators were fwom on the altar 
of the goddefs, to obferve the laws of the empe- 
ror and of the empire ; and a folemn offering of 
wine and incenfe was the ordinary prelude of 
their public deliberations (9). The removal of 
this ancient monument was the only injury which 
Conftantius had offered to the fuperftition of 
the Romans. The altar of ViAory was ^ain 
reftorcd by Julian, tolerated by V^lentinian, and 
once more baniflied from the fehate by the zeal 
of Gratian (i o). But the emperor yet, fpared the 
flatues of the gods which were cxpoied to the 
public veneration: four hundred and twenty- 
four temples, or chapels, ftill remained to fatisfy 
the devotion of the people ; and ih every quar- 
ter of Rome, the delicacy of the Chriftians' was 
offended by the fumes of idolatrous ^crl- 
fice(ii). 

But the Chriftians formed the Icaft numerousPetitJon of 
party in the fenate of Rome (12); And it was^^«|'^^*^J_ 
only by their abfence, that they could cxj^refsuro/vic. 
their diffent from the legal, though profane, adlsto^y* 
of a Pagan majority. In that affembly, the dy-^* °* ^^^' 

•' ing 

(S) Prudeiitius (I. ii. in initio) has drawn a v,ery awkward por* 
tasit of Vi^ory : but the cunous reader will obtain itiori fatia* 
fai6lion from MoBtfaucon*s Antiquities (torn. i. p> 341.)* 

(9} See Suetonius (in Auguft. c. 35.}, and the Exordium of 
Biiay's Panegyric. 

(10) Thefe fa6ls are niutoally allowed by the two advocatesi 
Symroachus and Ambrofe. 

(ii) The Notitia Urbifp more recent than Con(!afitine> doet 
not find one Chriftlan church worthy to be named among the edi- 
fices of the city. Ambrofe (com. ii. epift. x.vii. p. 825.) deplores 
the public fcandalt of Rome, which continually offended the eyes, 
the farSy and the noftrils of the faithful. 

(i;(J Ambrofe repeatedly affirms^ in contradi^ion to common 
fenie (Moyle's Works, vol. ii. p. 147.), that the Chnftiani hacl a 
majority in the fenate^ 



18 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

ing embers of freedom were, for a moment, re- 
vived- and inflamed by the breath of faiiaticifm-. 
Four refpedable deputations were fucceffively 
voted to the Imperial court (i 3), to reprefent the 
grievances of the priefthood and the fenate j 
and to folicit the reftoration of the altar of Vic- 
tory. The condudl of this important bufinefs 
was entrufted to the eloquent Symmachus (14), 
a wealthy and noble fenator, who umted the fa- 
cred charaders of pontiff and augur, with the 
civil dignities of proconful of Africa, and praefedt 
of the city. The breaft of Symmachus was 
animated by the warmeft zeal for the caufe of 
expiring Paganifm ; and his religious antagonifts 
lamented the abufe of his genius, and the inef- 
ficacy pf his moral virtues (15). The orator^ 
. whofe petitipn is extant to the emperor Valenti- 
nian, was confcious of the difficulty and danger 
of the office which he had affumed. He cauti- 
oufly avoids every topic which might appear to 
reflt^ on the religion of his fovereign ; humbly 
declares, that prayers and entreaties are his only 
arms; and artfully draws his arguments from 
the fchobls of rhetoric, rather than from thofe 
of philofophy. Symmachus endeavours to fe- 
duce the imagination of a young prince, by dif- 

playing 

(i|) Tht Jlrfi (A.D. sii.) to Gratiany who refafed them au- 
dience. Thtficond (A. D. 3<40 to Valentinian, when the field 
was disputed Sy Symmachus and Ambrofe. The third (A. D* 
388.) to Theodofius j and the fourth (A. D. 39*.) to Valenti- 
nian. Lardner (Heathen Teflimonies^ voJ* iv« p. 372—399.) 
fairly reprefentt the v^hoJe tranfa^lion. 

(14) Symmachus, who was in veiled with all the civil and fit- 
cerdotal honour's,, reprefented the emperor tinder the two cbaradlera 
of Pontffex yiaximusj and Princeps Settatdj, See the proud in- 
fcription at the head of his works. 

(15) As if any one, fays Piudentiui (in Symmach. i. 6$^,)f 
fliould dig in the mud with an inftrument of eold and ivory* 
Even faints, aind polemic £iinu> treat this advcrlary with rtfydft 
andcivjiity* 
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playing the attributes of the goddcfs of viftory; 
he infinuates, that the confifcation of the reve- 
nues, which were confecrated to the fervice of 
the gods, was a meafure unworthy of his liberal 
and difinterefted charafter; and he maintains, 
that the Roman facrifices would be deprived of 
their force and energy, if they were no longer 
celebrated at the expence, as well as in the name, 
of the republic. Even fcepticifm is made to 
fupply an apology for fuperftition. The great 
and incomprehenfible/^rr^/ of the univerfe eludes 
the enquiry of man. Where reafon cannot in- 
ftruft, cuftom may be permitted to guide ; and 
every nation feems to confult the didates of 
prudence, by a faithful attachment to thofe rites, 
and opinions, which have received the fandlion 
of ages. If thofe ages have been crowned with 
glory and profperity, if the devout people has 
frequently obtained the bleffings which they 
have folicited at the altars of the gods, it muft 
-appear ftill more advifable to perfift in the fame 
falutary practice ; and not to rilk the unknown 
perils that may attend any ra(h innovations. 
The teft of antiquity and fuccefs was applied 
with fmgular advantage to the religion of Numa ; 
and Rome herfelf, the celeftial genius that pre- 
fided over the fates of the city, is introduced by 
the orator to plead her own caufe before the tri- 
bunal of the emperors. " Moil excellent 
** princes," fays the venerable matron, " fa- 
*' thers of your country ! pity and refpeft my 
*' age, which has hitherto flowed in an unintcr- 
** rupted courfe of piety. Since I do not re- 
** pent, permit me to continue in the practice of 
** my ancient rites. Since I am born free, al- 
** low me to enjoy my domeftic inftitutions. 
^ This refigioa has reduced^ the world under 

*' my 
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** my laws. Thefe rites have repelled Hanni- 
*' bal from the city, and the Gauls from the 
** capitol. Were my gray hairs referved for 
** fuch intolerable difgrace ? I am ignorant of 
** the new fyftem, that I am required to adopt ; 
** but I am well affured, that the correftion of 
**. old age is always an ungrateful and ignomi- 
** nious office ( 1 6).** The fears of the people 
fupplied what the difcretion of the orator had 
fuppreffed ; and the calamities, which afflidted, 
or threatened, the declining empire, were una- 
nimoufly imputed, by the Pagans, to the new 
religion of Chrift and of Conftantinc. 
Conferfion gut the hopcs of Symmachus were repeatedly 
^p^^lg^ baffled by the firm and dextrous oppofition of 
&c. ' the archbifhop of Milan ; who fortified the em- 
perors agajnft the fallacious eloquence of the 
advocate of Rome. In this controverfy, Amr 
brofe condefcends to fpeak the language of a 
^ philofopher, and to aflc, with fome contempt, 
why it fhould be thought necef&ry to introduce 
an imaginary and invifible power, as the caufe 
of thofe victories, which were fufficiently ex- 
plained by the valour and difcipline of the le-- 
gions. He juftly derides the abfurd reverence 
for antiquity, which could only tend to difcou- 
rage the improvements of art, and to replunge 
the human race into their original barbarifm. 
From thence gradually rifing to a more lofty and 
theological tone, he pronounce*?, that Chrlftia- 
nity alone 13 the do<Slrine of truth and falvation i 

and 

(16) See the fifty- fourth epiftic of the tenth book of Symma- 
chusi In the form and dirpofftion' of his ten books of epiftte^, 
he tmkated the younger Pliny $ whofe rich and florid ftyle he was 
iuppofedy by his friends, to equal or excel (Macrob. Saturnal. 
}. V. c. I.). But the Ivxtiriancy of Syitmiachut confiftso^ barren 
leares, without fruits, and even without flovveis. Few hSis, 
and few fentiments, can be C3(tra6ied from Ms ver.bofe conc«» 
fpondence. 
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and that every mode of Polytheifm conducts its 
deluded votaiies, through the paths of error, to 
the abyls of eternal perdition (17). Arguments 
like tbefe, when they were fuggefted by a fa- 
vourite bifliop, had power to prevent the refto- 
ration of the altar of Victory; but the fame 
arguments fell, with much more energy and 
effeii:, from the mouth of a conqueror -, and the 
gods of antiquity were dragged in triumph at 
the chariot -wheels of Theodofius(i8j. In a 
full meeting of the fenate, the emperor propofcd, 
according to the forms of the republic, the im- 
portant queftidn, Whether the worfhip of Ju- 
piter, or that of Chrift, (hould be the religion 
of the Romans. The liberty of fufFrages, which 
he af?e<5ted to allow, was deftroyed by the hopes 
and fears, that his prefence infpired; and the 
arbitrary exile of Symmachus was a recent ad- 
monition, that it might be dangerous to oppofe 
the wifhes of the monarch. On a regular divi- 
fion of the fenate, Jupiter was condemned and 
degraded by the fenfe of a very large majority ; 
and It is rather furprifmg, that any members 
fliould be found bold enough to declare, by their 
fpeeches and votes, that they were ftill attached 

to 

(17) See Ambrofe (torn. 11. epift. xvii, Xfiii. p. 835-^833.), 
The former of thefc epiftles is a (hort caution 5 the latter h a for- 
mal reply to the petition or lU^l of Symmacbus. The fame ideas 
are morecopiouily expreiTcd in the poetry, if it may deferve that 
name» of Prudentius; who compopfed his two books againft 
Symmachus (A. D. 404.) while that fenator was ftill alive. It 
is whimfical enough, ihat Montefquiea (Confiderations, &c. 
c. xix. torn. iii. p. 487.) fhould overlook the two profeffed anta* 
gonifts of Symmachus ; and amufe himfelf with defcanting on the 
more remote and in dire6l confutations of Orofius, St. AuguAin, 
and Salvian. 

(18) See Prudentius (In Symmach. 1. i. 545, &c.). The 
Chriftian agrees with the Pagan Zofimns (I. iv. p. 283.), in 
placing this vifit of TheodoHus after the fecond c\\i\ wsir, gemini 
f>isiif^or caedeTyranni (1. 1.410.)* But the time and cireum- 
fiano^ are better fuited to his firft triumph. 
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to the intercft of an abdicated deity (19). The 
hafty converfion of the fenate muft be attributed 
either to fupematural or to fordid motives i and 
many of thefe reludtant profelytes betrayed, on 
every favourable occafion, their fecret diipofition 
to throw afide the made of odious diiTunulation* 
But they were gradually fixed in the new reli- 
gion, as the caufe of the ancient became more 
hopelefs; they yielded to the authority of the 
emperor, to the fa(hion of the times, and to the 
entreaties pf their wives and children (20), who 
were inftigated and governed by the clergy pf 
Rome and the monks of the Eaft. The edify- 
ing example of the Anician family was foon 
imitated by the reft of the nobility : the Baffi, 
thePauUini, the Gracchi, embraced the Chriftian 
religion ; and '* the luminaries of the world, the 
** venerable aflembly of Catos (fuch are the 
** high-flown expreffions of Prudentius), were 
^ impatient to Itrip themfelves of their ponti- 
•* fical garment; to caft the (kin of the old fer- 
*' pent; to ajDTume the fnowy robes of baptifmal 
** innocence; and to humble the pride of the 
** xonfular fafces before the tombs of the mar- 
** tyrsrai)*" The citizens, who fubfifted by 

their 

(19} PrudcntiDt. ifter proving that tbt ftn/eof the fenate is 
declared by a legal majorityy proceeds to fay (fio^, ice,), 

Adfpice ^uam pleno fubrellia noftra Senatii 
Decernant infame Jovia polvinary et omne 
Idolium longe purgataab virbe fuganduin. 
Qua vocat egregii (ententia Principis, illuc 
libera, cum pedibus, turn corde^ fie^uentia traniit. 

Zofimus afcribes to the confcrtpt fathers an heatheniAi courage, 
which few of them are found to poffefs, 

(20) Jerom fpecifies the pontiff AlbinuSy who was furrounde^ 
with fuch a believing- family of children, and grandchildren, as 
would have been fufBcient to convert even Jupiter himfelf j aa 
^extraordinary profelyte ! (torn. i. adLaetam, p. 54») 
r«i) Exfultare Patres videas, pnlcherrima mundi 
Lumina ; concUiumque feaiim geftire CatoMum 

Camiidi<ui» 
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their own induftry, and the populace, who were 
fuppcrted by the public liberality, filled the 
churches of the Lateran, and Vatican, with an 
incel&nt throng of devout profelytes. The 
decrees of the fenate^ which profcribed the wof- 
ihip of idols, were ratificd^by the general 061- 
fent of the Romans (22) ; the fplendour -drthe 
capitol was defaced, and theibfitsrry temples 
were abandoned to ruin and contempt (23). 
Rome fubmitted to the yoke of the Gofpel ; and 
the vanqui(hed provinces had not yet loft their 
reverence for the name and authority of Rome. 

The filial piety of the emperors themfelvesDcftmai- 
eng^ed them to proceed, with fome caution^" ®^,^ 
and tendemefs, in the reformation of the eter-Jh^J^"" 
nal city. Thofe abfolute monarchs a6ted with'^nc**- 
lefs r^tfd to the prejudices of the provincials.^;^' ^*'' 
The pious labour which had been fufpended ^' 
near twenty years fince the death of Cbnftan- 
tius(24), was vigoroufly refumed, and finally 
accompliihed, by the zeal of Theodofius. Whilft 
that warlike prince yet ftruggled with the Goths, 
not for the glory, but for the fafety, of the re- 
public: he ventured to offend a conliderable 

party 

Candidiore togi niveom pietarit amiAam 

Suroere | et exuviat deponere pontificalcs. 
The fancy of Pnidentios is warmed and elevated by viAory. 

(«i) Prudentias, after be has defcribed the convcrfion of tlie fe% ' 
Bate and people, aiks, with fome troth and confidence, 

£t dobitamus adhuc Romam, tibi, Chrifte, dJcatam 
In leges transille tuas ? 

(21) Jerom exults in the defolation of the capitol, and the 
ether temples of Rome (torn, i, p. 54. torn. ii. p. 95.), 
. («4) Libanius (Orat. proTemplis, p. 10. Genev. 1634, pub. 
liflied by James Godefroy, and now extremely fcarcc) actufcs 
Valentinian and Valens of prohibiting facriiices. Some partial 
order mayliave been iflbed by the Ealtern emperor: but the idea 
atf any general law is contradiaed by the iUence of the Code, 
and the evidence of ccdefiaftlcal hiftory. 
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party of bis fubjeds, by fome afts which might 
perhaps fecure the protection of Hq^ven, but 
which mull feera ra(h and unfeafonable in the 
eye of human prudence. The fuccefe of his 
firft experiments againft the Pagans, encouraged 
the pious emperor to reiterate and enforce his 
cdidts of profcription : the fame laws which had 
been originally publiftied in the provinces of 
theEaft, were applied, after the defeat of Maxi- 
muSj.to the whole extent of the Weftcrn em- 
pire ; and every vidory of the orthodox Theo- 
dofius contributed to the triumph of the Chrif- 
tian and Catholic feith (25). He attacked fuper- 
ftition in her moft vital part, by prohibiting the 
ufe of facrifices, which he declared to be crimi- 
nal, as well as infamous ; and if the terms of 
his edidts more ftridlly condemned the impious 
curiofity which examined the entrails of the vic- 
tims (26), every fubfequent explanation tended 
to involve, in the fame guilt, the general prac-- 
tice of immolation^ which effentially conftituted 
the religion of the Pi^ans- As the temples had 
been erefted for the purpofe of facrifice, it was 
the duty of a benevolent prince to remove from 
his fubjeds the dangerous temptation, of of- 
fending againft the laws which he had enadt- 
ed. A fpecial commiffion was granted to Cyne- 
gius, the Praetorian praefeft of the Eaft, and af- 
terwards to the counts Jovius and Gaudentius, 
two officers of diftinguiflied rank in the Weft ; 
by which they were directed to (hut the temples, 

(25) See his Uw9 in the Tbeodoiian Code, 1. xvi. tit. x. leg. 9 
—II. 

(»6) Homer^s facrifices are not accom{>anied with any inquifitioa 
of entrails (fee Feithius, Antiquitat. Homeir. 1. i. c. lo. i6.). The 
Tufcans, who produced the Hr^ HafM/pices, fubdued both the 
Oreek« and the Romans (Cicero de I>ivuipitio^e) ii* 23.}. 
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to fcize or deftroy the inllruments of idolatry, to 
abolilh the privileges of the priells, and to confif- 
cate the confecrated property for the benefit of the 
emperor, of thechurch, or of the army (27). Here 
the defoliation might have Hopped : and the naked 
edifices, which were no longer employed in the 
fervice of idolatry, might have* been protefted 
from the deftrudive rage of fanaticifm. Many 
of thofe temples were the moft fplendid and 
beautiful monuments of Grecian architefture ^ 
and the emperor himfelf was interefted not to 
deface the fplendour of his own cities, or to di- 
minifli the value of his own poffeflions. Thofe 
Itately edifices might be fuffered to remain, as 
fo many lafting trophies of the viftory of Chrift. 
In the decline of the arts, they might be ufe- 
fully converted into magazines, manufaftures, 
or places of public aflembly : and perhaps, 
when the walls of the temple had been fuffici- 
ently purified by holy rites, the worfhip of the 
true Deity might be allowed to expiate the an- 
cient guilt of idolatry. But as long as they fuh- 
fifted, the Pagans fondly cheriflied the fecret 
hope, that an aufpicious revolution, a fecond 
''Julian, might again reftore the altars of the 
gods ; and the earneftnefs with which they ad- 
dreffed their unavailing prayers to the throne (28), 
increafed the zeal of the Chriftian reformers to 
extirpate, without mercy, the root of fuperfti- 
tion. The laws of the emperors exhibit fome 

fymptoms 

(i7> Zofimus, 1. iv. p. 245. 249. Theodoret, 1. v. c. ai. Ida- 
tius in Chron. Profper. Aquitan. 1. iii. c. 38. apud Baroniuro, 
Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 3S9. No. 52. Libanius (pro Templis, p, 
10.) labours to prove, that the commands of Thcodofius were not. 
dtre6i and pofitive. 

(a8) Cod. Thcodof. Ixvi. tit. x. leg. 8. 18. There is room to 
believe, that this temple of Edeffa, which Theodofius wiflied to 
(ave for civil ufes, was foon aftewards a heap of ruins (Libanius 
pro templisy p. a6, 27. and Godcfroy's notcg, p. 59.)- 
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fymptoms of a milder difpolition (29) ; hut 
their cold and languid efforts were ijifufficicnt to 
ftem the torrent of cnthufiafm and rapine, 
which was condudted, or rather impelled, hf 
the fpiritual rulers of the church. In Gaul, the 
holy Martin, biftiop of Tours (30), mkrched at 
the head of his fiiithful monks to dcftroy the 
idols, the temples, and the confecrated trees of 
his extcnfive diocefe ; and, in the execution of 
this arduous talk, the prudent reader will judge 
whether Martin was fupportcd by the aid of mi- 
raculous powers, or ot carnal weapons. Im 
Syria, the divine and excellent MarcellusC^i), 
as he is ftiled by Theodoret, a bilhop animated 
with apoftolic fervour, refolved to level with the 
ground the ftately temples within the diocefe 
oft Apamea. His attack was refilled, by the 
ikill and folidity, with which the temple of Ju- 
piter had been conftrufted. The building was 
feated on an eminence ; on each of the four 
fides, the lofty roof was fupported by fifteen 
mafly columns, fixteen feet in circumference 5 
and the large ftones of which they were com- 
pofed, were firmly cemented with lead and iron. 
The force of the ftrongeft and fliarpeft tools 
had been tried without cfleft. It was found 
neceflary to undermine the foundations of the 
columns, which fell down as foon as the tempo- 
rary 

(19) See this curious oration of Libanius pro Teiii|i!is, pro« 
:nounc6d, or rather compofed, about the year 190. I have con- 
fulted, with advantage^ Dr. Lard ner*s verfion and remarks (Hea- 
then Teftimonies, vol. iv.p. 135—163.). 

(30) See the life of Martin» by Sulpicius Severus, c. 9^— T4* 
The faint once miftook (as Don Quixote might have done) an 
harmlefs funeral for an idolatrous proceflion, and imprudently 
committed a miracle. 

(SO Compare Sozomen (1. vii. c. 15.) with Theodoret (1. v. c* 
«i.). Between them, they relate the crufade aid death of Mar* 
melius. 
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rary wooden props had been confumcd with^ 
fire; and the difficulties of the cnterprife arc 
defcribed under the allegory of a black daemon, 
who retarded, though he could not defeat, the * 
operations of the Chriftian engineers. Elated 
withvidory, Marcellus took the field in per- 
fon againft the powers of darknefs ; a nume- 
rous troop of foldiers and gladiators marched 
under the epifcopal banner, and he fucceflively 
attacked the villages and country temples of 
the diocefe of Apamea. Whenever any re* 
fiftancc er danger was apprehended, the cham- 
pion of the feith, whofe lamenefs would not 
allow him either to fight or fly, placed himfdf 
at a convenient diftance, beyond the reach of 
darts. But this prudence was the occafion of 
his death : he was furprifed and flain by a body 
of exafperated nifties ; and the fynod of the 
province pronounced, without helitation, that 
the holy Marcellus had facrificed his life in the 
caufe of God. In the fupport of this caufe, the 
monks, who rulhed, with tumultuous fury, 
fi-om the defert, diftinguifhed themfelves by 
their zeal and diligence. They deferved the 
enmity of the Pagans; and fome of them 
might deferve the reproaches of avarice and in- 
temperance; of avarice, which they gratified 
with holy plunder, and of intemperance, which 
they indulged at the expence of the people, 
who fooliflily admired their tattered garments, 
loud pfalmody, and artificial palenefs (32). A 
fmall number of temples was proteded by the 
fears, the venality, the tafte, or the prudence, 
of the civil and ecqlefiaftical governors. The 
Vol. V. H temple 

(^a) Libapius pro Templis, p. lo — 13. He rails at ihcfc 
black-garbed men, the Chriftian Monks, who cat more than ele- 
phants. Poor elephantrl tbey ire temperate animals. 
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temple of the cdeftial Venus at Carthage, whofe 
facred prccin£ts formed a circumference of two 
miles, was judicioiifly converted into a Chrifiian 
• churdi (33) ; and a fimilar confecration has pre- 
ferved inviolate the majeftic dome of the Pan- 
theon at Rome (34). But in almoil every pro- 
vince df the Roman world, an army of fanatics, 
without authority, and without difcipline, in- 
vaded the peaceful inhabitants ; and the ruin of 
the iaireftnrudtures of antiquity ftill difplays the 
ravages of th(>fe Barbarians, who alone had time 
and inclination to execute fuch laborious deftruc- 
tion, 
The temple In this wide and various profpeA of devaftation, 
of ^rapis |he fpcdtatOT may diflinguifh the ruins of the tem- 
dria. ^*"*pfe of Serapis, at Alexandria (35). Serapis does 
not appear to have been one of the native gods, or 
moniters, who fprung from the firuitful foil of 
fuperftitious Egypt ($6). The firft of the Pto- 
lemies had been commanded, by a dream, to 
import the myfterious ftranger from the coaft of 
Pontus, where he had been long adored by the 
inhabitants of Sinope ; but his attributes and his 
reign were fo imperfectly underftood, that it be- 
came 

(33) Pr«(ptr« Aquitan. I. iil. c. 38. apud Baronium ; Annal. 
EcdcT. A. D. 389. No. 58, &c. The temple had been (hut fomc 
timey and the accefs to it was overgrown with brambles. 

(34) Donattts, Roma Antiqua et Nova, h iv, c. 4. p. 468, 
Thit confeeration was performed by pope Boniface IV. I am ig* 
norant of the favourable circumftances which had preferved tfat 
Pantheon above two hundred years after the reign of TheodoHus. ^ 

(35) Sophronios compoftd a ivcent and feparate hiftory (Jerom,' 
in Seript. Eeelef. com. i. p. 303 .)» which has fumifhed ' materials 
to Socrates (1. v. c. 16,)^ Theodoret (1. v. c, 92.)> andRufinus (L 
ii. c. 22. Yet the laft> who had been at Alexandria, before, and 
•fter, the event, may deferve the credit of an original witnefs. 

(36) Gerard VoiTiun (Opera, tom. v. p. 80. & de Idololatria, I. 
u c. 29.) drives to fupport the ftrange notion of the Fathers i that 
the patriarch Jofeph was adored in Egypt, as the bull Apis, tnd 
the god Serapis. 
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came a fubje£t of difpute, whether he repre- 
fented the bright orb of day, or the gloomy 
monarch of the fubterraneous regions (37). The 
Egyptians, who were obftinately devoted tp 
the religion of their fathers, refufed to admit t^is 
foreign deity within the walls of their cities (38). 
But the obfequious priefts, who were feduced by 
the liberality of the Ptolemies, fubmitted, with- 
out rcfiftance, to the power of the god of Pontus : 
an honourable and domeftic genealogy was pro* 
vided; and this fortunate ufurper was intro- 
duced into the throne and bed of Ofirisr39), 
the hu(band of Ifis, and the celeftial monarch of 
Egypt. Alexandria, ^hich claimed his peculiar 
protection, gloried in. the name of the city of 
Serapis. His temple (40), which rivalled the 
pride and magnificence of the capitol, was 
erased on th^ fpacious fummit of an artificial 
mount, raifed one hundred fteps above the level 
of the adjacent parts of the city ; and the inte- 
rior cavity was ftrongly fupported by arches, 
and difixibuted into vaults and fubterraneoui 
apartments. The confecrated buildings were 
furrounded by a quadrangular ponico; the 
H % ftately 



(37} Orifo dei nondam nollris celebrau. JEgyptioruiQ antiA 
tites^memoraoty &c. Tacit. Hift. iv. S3. The Greek»» who 
bad travelled intoEgypry were alike ignorant of this new deity. ^ 

(38) Macrobiusy Satumal. 1. i.e. 7. Sacba living fa^deci- 
iivcly proves his foreign extra6|ioo. 

(39) At Romey liis and Serapis were united in the fame temple. 
The precedency which the queen aflUmed, may ieem to bet/ay her 
vneqnal alliance with tbc ftraniKer of Pontus. But the fuperiority 
of the female fex was eftablidied in Egypt as a civil and religious 
inftitution (Biodor. Sicul. loin. i« 1. i* p> 31. edit. WelTeling), and 
the fame order is obferved in iPlutarch*s Treatife of Ifis and Ojirisp 
whom he identifies with Serapis, 

(40) Ammianus (xxii. 16.). The Exfolitio totius Mundi (p. 9» 
in Hudfon's Geograph. Minor, torn. lii.). and Rufinus (]. ii. c. 
fta.)» celebrate t& S^^um^ a« one of the woiuiera of the 
world. 
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iUtely haUs, and exquifite ftatues, cfiipkiyed the 
triumph of the arts ; and the treafurcs of an- 
cient learning were prcferved in the famous 
Alexandrian Dbrary, which had arifen witfi new 
fpkndour from its aChes (41). After the edi£ts 
of Theodofius had feyerely prohibited the facri- 
fices of the Pagans^ they were ftiU tolerated in 
the city and temple *6f Serapis ; and tfiis lingu- 
lar indulgence was imprudently afcribed to the 
fuperftitious terrors of the Chriftians tfaemfehres : 
as if they had feared to abolifli thofe ancient 
rites, which could alone fecure die inundations 
of the Nile, the harvefts of Egypt, and the fub- 
fifteiice of Conftantinople (4a). 
* lu final At that time (43) the archiepifcopal throne of 
d^ftruaion, Alexandria was filled by Theophilxis (44), the 
A.D.i9^. perpetual enemy of peace and virtue ; a bold, 
bad man, whofe hands were alternately polluted 
with gold, and with blood. His pious indignation 
was excited by the honours of Serapis ; and the 
infults which he offered to an ancient chapel of 
Bacchus, convinced the Pagans that he medi- 
tated a more important and dangerous enter- 
prife. In the tumultuous capital cf Egypt, the 

fligfiteft 

(41) See Memoires de PAcad, des Infcriptions, torn. ix. p. 
J 97-i^ 1 6. The old library of the Ptolemies was totally confumed 
in Caeiar's Alexandrian war. Marc Antony gave the whole coU 
Icftion of Pergamut (200,000 volumes) to Cleopatra^ as the foun- 
dation of the new librarv of Alexandria. 

(4a) Libanius (pro Tcmplis, p. 2 1 .) indifcreetly provokes his 
Chridian mafters by this infulting remark. 

(43) We may chufc between the date of Marcellinus (A. D. 
389.) or that of Profper (A. D. 39".). Tillemont (Hift. des 
Emp, tore. V. p. 310. 756.) prefei-s the former, and Pagi the lat- 
ter. 

(M) Tillemont, Mem. Ecdef. tom.'xi. p. 441—500. The 
ambiguous (ituation of Theophilus, a faint, as the friend of Je- 
rom J a drvil, as the enemy of Cbryfoitom ; produce a fort of im- 
partialit^r ] yet, upon the \vholc> the balance is juftly iadined a* 
gainft him* 
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flighteft provocation was fufficient to inflame a 
civil wan The votaries of Serapis, whofe 
ftrength and numbers were much inferior to 
thofe of their antagonifts, rofe in arms at the 
inftigation of the philofopher Olympius (45), 
who exhorted them to die in the defence of the 
altars of the gods. Thefe Pagan fanatics forti- 
fied themfeives in the temple, or rather fortrefs, 
of Serapis^ repelled the befiegers by daring Tal- 
lies, and *a refolute defence J and, by the inhu- 
man cruelties which they exercifed on their 
Chriftian prifoners, obtained the laft confolation 
of defgjsHi^ The efforts of the prudent magi- 
ftrate were ufefuUy exerted for the eftablifliment 
of a truce, till the anfwer of Theodofius fliould 
determine the fate of Serapis. The two par- 
ties aflembled, without arms, in the principal 
fquare ; and the Imperial refcript was publicly 
read. But when a fentence of deftrudion a- 
gainft the idols of Alexandria was pronounced, 
the Chriftians fent up a (hout of Joy and exul- 
tation, whilft the unfortunate ragans, whofe 
fury had given way to confternation, retired with 
hafty and filent fteps, and eluded, by their 
flight or obfcurity, the refentment of their ene- 
mies. Theophiius proceeded to demolilh the 
temple of Serapis, without any other difficulties, 
than thofe which he found in the weight and foli- 
dity of the materials ; but thefe obftacles prov- 
ed fo infuperable, that he was obliged to leave 
the foundations ; and to content himfelf with 
reducing the edifice itfelf to a heap of rubbilh, a 
part of which was foon afterwards cleared away, 

to 

(45) Lardner (Heatben Teftimbhies, vol. iv. p. 411.) has al- 
leged a beautiful pafTage from Suidas, cr rather, from DamafciuSy 
which fliews the devout and virtuous 01ympiu9, not io^the light 
of 9 warrior^ but of a prophet. 
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to make room for a church, ercded in honour 
of the Chriftian martyrs. The valuable IV 
brary of Alexandria was pillaged or dcftroyed ; 
and, near twenty years afterwards, the ap- 
pea:ance of the empty (helves excited the re* 
gret and ind gnation of every fpedtator, whofc 
mind was not totally darkened by religious 
prejudice C46). The compofitions of anpient 
genius, fo niany of which have irretrievably 
perifhed, might furely have been excepted from 
the wreck oi idolatry, for the amufement and , 
inftrudion of fucceeding ages ; and either the 
zeal or the avarice of the archbiftiop (47),, 
might have been fatiated with the rich fpoils, 
which were the reward ^ »f his viftory. While 
the irnages and vafes of gold and filver were 
carefully melted, and thofe of a lefs valuable 
metal were contemptuoufly broken, and caft 
into the Greets, Theophilus laboured to expofe 
the frauds and vices of the minifters of the 
idols i their dexterity in the management of the 
loadffone ; their fecret methods of introducing 
an human aftor into a hollow ftatue ; and their 
fcandalous abufe of the confidence of devout 
hulbands, and unfufpefting females (48). Charges 

like 

(46) N08 vididnus armaria libroraniy quibus direptis, exinanita 
ea a nofiris h«niinibu«, npftris rcmporibat memorant. Orofius* L 
yi. c, xsp. 421. ediu' Havercamp. Though a bigots and a con* 
troverfiai writer^ Oroiius Teems to bluili. 

(47) £unat>ius9 in the lives of Antoninus and JEdefius, execrates 
the facrilegious rapinjB of ThfX)philus. Tillemont (Mem. BccleC 
torn. xiii. p. 453) quotes an epiftle of Ifidorc of Pelufium, which 
reproaches the primate with the tdolairam worihip of gold, the 
atiri Jacra fames. 

(48) Rufinus names the pricft of Saturn, who, in the charac- 
ter of the gud, familiarly cunvei fed with many pious ladies of 
ijuality ; till he betrayed htirirelf> in a moment of tranfport, whei| 
be could not d^fguii'e the tune of his voice. The authentic an4 
impartia) narrative of ^fchines (reaBayle^DiAionbaire Critiquet 
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iike thefe may feem to deferve fome degree of 
credit, as they are not repugnant to the crafty 
and intereiled fpirit of fuperftition. But the 
fame fpirit is equally prone to the bafe practice 
of infulting and calumniating a fallen enemy ; 
and pur belief is naturally checked by the re- 
iiedtion, that it is much lefs diiiBcult to invent a 
fiditious ftory, than to fupport a praftical fraud. 
The cobflal ilatue of Serapis (49) was involved 
in the ruin of his temple and religion. A great 
number of plates of different metals, artificially 
joined together, compofed the majeftic figure of 
the Deity, who touched on either fide the walls 
of the fanftiiary. The afped of Serapis, his 
fitting poilure, and the fceptre, which he bore 
in his left hand, were extremely fimilar to the 
ordinary reprefentations of Jupiter. He was 
^iftinsuilhed from Jupiter by the baflcet, or 
bulhel, which was placed on his head ; and by 
the emblematic moniler, which he held in his 
right hand : the head and body of a ferpent 
branching into three tails, which were again ter- 
minated by the triple heads of a dog, a lion, 
and a wolf. It was confidently affirmed^ that 
if any impious hand (hould dare to violate the 
ruajefty of the gods, the heavens and the earth 
would inllantly return to their original chaos. 
An intrepid foldier, animated by zeal, and 
armed with a weighty battle-axe, aifcended the 
ladder ; and even the Chriftian multitude ex- 
pedted, with fome anxiety, the event of the 

combat 



Scamamorb), and the adventoreof Mondus (Jofqih. Antiqui« 
tat. Judaic, i. xviit. c. 3. p. 877. edit. Havarcamp.), may pn>v« 
tliat fttch amorous frauds have been pra^ifed with fuccefs. 

(49) Sec the ima^e« of Serapis, in Moatfaucon ^tora. ii. pw 
S97.} X but the delcnption of Macrobtua (Satnroal, 1. L c. ao.) 
is mu^hmojrt pi^ui«£)ue and (atisfa^ory. 
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combat (50). He aimed a vigorous ftrokea- 
gainft the cheek of Serapis -, the cheek fell to 
the ground ; the thunder was ftill filent, and 
. both the heavens and the earth continued to 
preferve their accuftomed order and tranquillity. 
The vidorious foldier repeated his blows : the 
huge idol was overthrown, and broken in 
pieces ; and the limbs of Serapis were ignomi- 
nioufly dragged through the Itreets of Alex- 
andria. His mangled carcafe was burnt in the 
Amphitheatre, amidft the fhouts of the popu- 
lace ; and many perfons attributed their conver- 
fion to this difcovery of the impotence of their 
tutelar deity. The popular modes of religion, 
that propofe any vifible and material objefts of 
worrfiip, have the advantage of adapting and 
familiarifmg themfelves to the fenfes of man- 
kind : but this advantage is counterbalanced by 
the various and inevitable accidents to which 
the faith of the idolater is expofed. It is fcarce- 
ly poflible, that, in every difpofition of mind, he 
fhould preferve his implicit reverence for the 
idols, or the relics, which the naked eye, and 
the profane hand, are unable to diltinguifh from 
the moft common produ<ftions of art, or nature ; 
and if, in the hour of danger, their fecret and 
miraculous virtue does not operate for their own 
prefervation, he fcorns the vain apologies of 
his priefts, and juftly derides the objeft, and 

the 



(5o)Scd fortes trem\ie!remanus, motique vcrcnda 
Majefiatc loci, (i robora facra ferirent 
In fua credebant redituras membra fecures. 
(Lucan. iii. 429.) ** Is it true (faid Auguftas to a veteran of 
*' Italy, at whofe houfe he Tupped), that the man, who gave 
** the firft blow to the golden ftatue of Anaitts, was inftaitly 
** deprived of his eyes, and of his life ?*' << / was that man (re- 
** plied the clear-iighted veteran), and you now fun on one of tlie 
*' kgs of the goddcfs.*' (Plin, Hift. Natur. xxxiii, »4,). 
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the folly, of his fuperftitious attachment (51). 
After the fall of Serapis, fome hopes were ftill 
entertained by the Pagans, that the Nile would 
refufe his annual fupply to the impious maf- 
ters of Egypt; and the extraordinary delay of 
the inundation feemed to announce the difplea- 
fure of the river-god. But this delay was foon 
compeniatcd by the rapid fwell of the waters. 
They fuddenly rofe to fuch an upufual height, 
as to comfort the difcontented party with the 
pleafing expectation of a deluge ; till the peace- 
ful river again fubfided to the well-known and 
fertilizing level of fixteen cubits, or-about thirty 
Engh(h feet (52). 

The temples of the Roman empire were defert-The Pagan 
ed, or deftroyed ; but the ingenious fuperftition of '■^^'sl^? jj 
the Pagans ftill attempted to elude the laws of 5^;''i;^3p, 
Theodofms, by which all facrifices had been fe- 
verely prohibited. The inhabitants of the 
country, whofe condudt was lefs expofed to the 
eye of malicious curiofity, difguifed their rcli-- 
gious^ under the appearance of convivial^ meet- 
ings. On the days of folemn feftivals, they aC- 
fembled in great numbers under the fpreading 
Ihade of fome confecrated trees ; Iheep and 
oxen were flaughtered and roafted -, and this 
rural entertainment was fandtified by the ufe of 
incenfe, and by the hymns, which were fung in 
honour of the gods. But it was alleged, that, 

as 

(51) The Hiftoryof the Reformation affords frequent examplet 
of the Aidden change from fuperftition to contempt. 
r- (5s) Sozomen, l.vii. c. 2o. I havefupplied the meafure. The 
fame ftandard, of the inundation, and confequently of the cubit» 
has uniformly fubiifted fince the time of Herodotus. See Freret, 
in the Mem. de I'Academie de« Infcriptions, tom. xvi. p. 344^— 
353. Greaves*! MifccUancous Works, vol. i. p. 233. The 
Egyptian cubit is about twenty-two inches of the £ngiiih mea-* 
fure. 
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as no part of the animal was made a bumt-of^ 
fering, as no altar was provided to receive the 
blood, and as the previous oblation of fait cakes^ 
and the concluding ceremony of Ubatbns, were 
carefiiUy omitted, thefe feftal meetings did not 
involve the guefe in the guilt, or penalty, of an 
illegal facrifice(53). Whatever might be the 
truth of the fadts, or the mejrit of the diftindi- 
on (54), thefe vain pretences were fwept away 
by the laft edidt of Theodofius; which inflifted 
a deadly wound on the fuperftition of the Pa- 
gans (ss). This prohibitory law is expreflfed in 
the moft abfolute and comprehcnfivc terms. 
** It is our will and pleafure," fays the emperor, 
** that none of our fubjedks, whether magiftrates 
" or private citizens, however exalted, or how- 
*' ever humble may be their rank and condition, 
" fliall prefume, in any city, or in any place, 
" to wor(hip an inanimate idol, by the facrifice 
" of a guiitlefs victim." The aft of facrificing, 
and the pradice of divination by the entrails of 
the viAim, are declared (without any regard to 
the objeft of the enquiry) a crir«ie of high- 
treafon againft the ftate ; which can be expiated 
only by the death of the guilty. The rites of 
Pagan fuperftition, which might feem iefs bloody 
find atrocious, are aboliflied, as highly injurious 

to 

(53) libaniut (proTempliti p. ij, 16, 17.) pleads their caufe 
with gentle and infinuating rhetoric. From thr earlieft age, fuch 
feafts had enlivened the country; an4 thofe of Bacchus (Georgic 
ii. 3S0.) had produced the theatre of Athens. See Godefro)r> ad 
joc. Liban. and Codex Theodof. torn, v'u p, %t4. 

(54) Honorius tolerated thefe ruftic ffeftivals (A. D. 399*). 
^ Abfque ulto facrificio, atque uHa fuperftitione damnabili/' 
But nine years afterwards he found it neceflary to reiterate and 
enforce the fame provifo (Codex Theodof, I. xvu tit. x. leg. 17. 

19 )• 

(55) Cod. Theodof. I. xvi. lit. ^. leg. la. Jortin (Remarks oir 
Ecclef. Hiftory, vol. iv. p. 1 34.) ctnfures, with becoming afperity, 
|bp llyif and ^ntiments of this intolerant law. 
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to the truth and honour of religion^ luminaries^ 
garlands, frankincenfe, and liDations of wine^ 
are fpeclally enumerated and condemned; and 
the harmlefs claims of the domeftic genius, of 
the houiehold gods, are included in this rigorour 
profcription. The ufe of any of thefe piofkne^ 
and illegal ceremonies, fubjects the ofiender to 
the forfeiture of the houfe, or eftate, where they 
have been performed; and if he has artfully 
chden the fwroperty of another for the fcene of 
his impiety, he is compelled to difchai^e, with* 
out delay, a heavy fine of twenty-five pounds 
of gold, or more than one thoufand pounds 
ilerling. A fine, not lefs confidcrabJe, is im- 
pofed on the connivance of the fecret enemies of 
religion, who (hall negleft the duty of their rc* 
fpci^ve ftations, either to reveal, or to pumlh, 
the guilt of idolatry. Such was the perfecuting 
fpirit of the laws of Theodofius, which were re- 
peatedly enforced by his fons and grandfons, 
with the loud and unanimous applaufe of the 
Chriftian world (56). 

In the cruel reigns of Decius and Diocletian,OppwflW, 
Chriftianity had been profcribed, a3 a revolt 
from the ancient and hereditary reli^on of the 
empire; and the unjuft fufpicions which were 
entertained of a dark and dangerous fitftion^ 
were, in fome meafurc, countenanced by the 
infeparable umon, and rapid conquefts, of the 
Catholic church. But the fame excufes of fear 

and 

(5^) ^"^ * diarge ihould not be ligbtly made | bot it imqr 
Ibrely be jqflified by the aiithoriiy of St. Auguftin, who thus ad- 
dre(&8 the ponatiftt. ** Qbit noftriiniy quit veftr^ non laudat 
** leges ab Iinperatoribus dates adTerfus facri^cia Paganoruml 
*• £t certe long^ ibi jKSmi ferverior conftituta eft } illius quippq 
^ impietatis capitale fupplicium eft.** Epift. xciii« No. io. quoted 
by Le CJerc (Bibliotheque Cboiiie, torn. viii. p. «t7*)» ^^o add< 
feme judictout refieaiont on |lit intolfrincf of the viftoriovi 
ChrifUant.^ 
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and ignorance cannot be applied to the Chriftian 
emperors, who violated the precepts of huma- 
nity and of the gofpel. The experience of ages 
had betrayed the weaknefs, as well as folly, of 
Paganifm; the light of reafon and of faith had 
already expofed, to the greateft part of man- 
kind, the vanity of idols ; and the declining feft, 
which ftill adhered to their worfhip, might have 
been permitted to enjoy, in peace and obfcurity, 
the religious cuftoms of their anceftors. Had 
the Pagans been animated by the undaunted zeaJ, 
which poffeffed the minds of the primitive be- 
lievers, the triumph of the churcn muft have 
been ftained with blood; and the martyrs of 
Jupiter and Apollo might have embraced the 
glorious opportunity of devoting their lives and 
fortunes at the foot of their altars. But fuch 
obftinate zeal was not congenial to the loofe and 
Carelefs temper of polytheifm. The violent 
and repeated ftrokes of the orthodox princes, 
were broken by the foft and yielding fubftance 
againft which they were direfted; and the ready 
obedience of the Pagans proteded them from 
the pains and penalties of the Theodofiaa 
Code (57). Inftead of afferting, that the autho- 
rity of the gods was fuperior to that of the em- 
peror, they defifted, with a plaintive murmur, 
from the ufe of thofe facred rites which their fo- 
vereign had condemned. If they were fome- 
times tempted, by a fally of paffion, or by the 
hopes of concealment, to indulge their favou- 
rite fuperftition; their humble repentance dif- 
armed the feverity of the Chriftian magiftiate, 

and 

(57) Orofiu6> 1. vii. c. aS. p. 537- Atiguftln (Enarrar. ii> 
Plalm cxl, apud Lardner, Heathen Teftiiijonies, rol.iv. p. 458.) 
infuks rljeir cowardice. " Quis corum compichenAis eft in facui* 
^' £cio (cuip his iegibus ifta pr^hibcrentur) et Qgn negavit?'* 
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and they feldom refufed to atone for their rafli- 
nefs, by fubmitting, with fome fecret rehidtance, 
to the yoke of the Gofpel. The churches were 
filled with the increafing multitude of thefe un- 
worthy profelytes, who had conformed, from 
temporal motives, to the reigning religion ; and 
. whilft they devoutly imitated the poftures, and 
recited the prayers, of the faithful, they fatisfied 
their confcience by the filent and fincere invoca- 
tion of the gods of antiquity (58). If the Pa- 
gans wanted patience to fufFer, they wanted fpi- 
rit to refill ; and the fcattered -myriads, who de- 
plored the ruin of the temples, yielded without 
a conteft, to the fortune of their adverfaries. 
The diforderly oppofition (59) of the peafants of 
Syria, and the populace of Alexandria, to the 
rage of private fanaticifm, was filenced by the 
name and authority of the emperor. The Pa- 
gans of the Weft, without contributing to the 
elevation of Eugenius, difgraced, by their partial 
attachment, the caufe and charadker of the ufur- 
per. The clergy vehemently exclaimed, that 
he a^avated the crime of rebellion by the guilt 
of apoftacy ; that, by his pcrmiflion, the altar 
of Victory was again reftored; and that the 
idolatrous fymbols of Jupiter and Hercules were 
difplayed in the field, againft the invincible 
ftandard of the crofs. But the vain hopes of 
the Pagans were foon annihilated by the defeat 
of Eugenius ; and they were left expofed to the 
refentment of the conqueror, who laboured to 

deferve 

(58) Libanius (pro Templis, p. X7, i8.) wcntions, without 
cenfurc, the occafional conformity, and as it were theatrical play, 
of ihefe hypocrites. 

(59) Libanius concludes his apology (p. S2.)» by declaring to 
the eaipcror» that onlefs he exprclsly warrants the deftru£lion of 
the temples, i^t rsi tw xuym ^0*«roTaK « ««> avtok, x«t ttf Mf*tf 
|3oi}di}^yTaK, the proprietors will defend thcmlelves and the laws. 
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deferve the fiivour of Heaven by the exdrpa- 
tion of idolatry (60;. 
and finally A nation of flaves is always prepared to apn 
otinguiib-pigud the cJcmcncy of their mafter, who, in 
a/d. 390 ^he abufe of ablbl ate power, does not proceed 
u^ioyte.to the lail extremes of injuftice and oppreifion. 
Theodofius might undoubtedly have propofed to , 
his Pagan fubjects the alternative of baptifm or 
of death ; and the eloquent libanius has praifed 
the moderation of a prince, who never enacted, 
by any pofitive law, that all his fubjedbs fhould 
fminediately embrace and praftife the religion of 
their fovereignr6i). The profeflion of Chrifti- 
anity was not made an efiential qualification for 
the enjoyment of the civil rights of fociety, nor 
were any peculiar hardftiips impofed on the 
fedbiries, who creduloufly received the fables of 
Ovid, and obftinately rejeAed the miracles of 
the Gofpel. The palace, the fchools, the army, 
and the fenate, were fdldi with declared and de- 
vout Pagans; they obtained, without diftindtion, 
the civil and military honours of the empire. 
Theodofius diftinguiftied his liberal regard for 
virtue and genius by the conTtilar dignity, which 
he beftowed on Symmachus(62); and by the 
perfonal friendlhip which heexpreiTed to Liba- 
nius 

(fio) Paulinusy in Vit. Ambrof. c. %6. Auguftin de Civitai. 
Dei, 1. V. c. a6. Theodoret, I. v. c. 94.. 

(fit) Libanius fuggefts the form of a per{ecuting edi£l, which 
Theodofius might tna€t (pro Templis, p. 3ft.) j a raOi joke, and 
a dangerous experiment. Some princes would have taken his 
advice^ 

(i/lD Denique pro meritis terreftribus aeque rependens 
Mttoera^ lacricolis fummos impenit honores, 

Ipfe magiflratuiD tibi confulis, ipfe tribunal 

Prudent, in Symmach. 06 1 7, 5rc. 
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nitis(63); and t^e two eloquent apologifts of 
Paganiim were never required either to change, 
or todifiemble, their reli^ous opinions. The 
Pagans were Indulged in the moll licentious 
freedom of fpcech and writing; the hifiorical 
and philofophic remains of Eunapius, Zofi- 
mus (64), and the fanatic teachers of the fchool 
of Plato, betray the moft furious animofity, and 
contain the fharpeft invectives againft the fenti- 
ments and condu£t of their vidtorious adverfa- 
ries. If thefe audacious libels were publicly 
known, we muft applaud the good fenfe of the 
Chriftian princes, who viewed, with a fmile of 
contempt, the laft flruggles of fuperftition and 
defpair (65). But the Imperial laws, which pro- 
hibited the facrifices and ceremonies of Pagan- 
ifm, were rigidly executed j and every hour con- 
tributed to deftroy the influence of a reBgion, 
which was fupported by cuftom, rather than by 
argument. The devotion of the poet, or the 
phitofopher, may be fecretly nourifhed by 
prayer, meditation, and ftudy; but the exercife 
of public worlhip appears to be the only foM 
foundation of the i*eligious fentiments of the 
people, which derive their force from imitation 
and habit. The interruption of that public ex- 
ercife may confummate, in the period of a few 

. years, 

(^3) Libanius (pre Tempfis, p. $2.) is proud that Tbeodoiius 
iiouid thus diftinguiih a man, who even in his frefence would 
fwear by Jupiter. Yet this prefcnce feems to be no more than a 
figure of rhetoric. 

(64) Zofimus, who ftylcs himfelf Count and Ex-advocate of 
the Trcafury, rcviks, with partial and indecent bigotry, the 
Chriftian princes, and even the father of his forei-cign. His work 
iQiift have been privately circulated, iince it eHraped the inveflives 
of the ecclefiaftical hi ftorians prior toEvagrius (). iii. c. 4^-^42.)> 
who lived towards the end of the Hath century, 

(65) Yet the Pagans of Africa complained, that the times 
wouiil not allow them to anfwer with freedom the City of God : 
nor does St. Auguftin (v. ft6r) deny the charge. 
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years, the important work of a national revolu- 
tion. The memory of theological opinions can- 
not long be preferved, without the artificial 
helps of priefts, of temples, and of books (66). 
The ignorant vu^ar, whofo minds are ftill agi- 
tated by the blind hopes and terrors of fuperfti- 
tion, will be foon perfuaded by their fuperiors, 
to diredt their vows to the reigning deities of the 
age ) and will infenfibly imbibe an ardent zeai 
for the fupport and propagation of the new doc- 
trine, which fpiritual hunger at firft compelled 
them to accept. The generation that arofe in 
the world after the promulgation of the Imperial 
laws, was attradted within the pale of the Ca- 
tholic church : and fo rapid, yet fo gentle, was 
the fall of Paganifm, that only twenty-eight 
years after the death of Theodofius, the faint 
and minute veftiges were no longer vifible to the 
eye of the legiflator (67). 
The wor- The ruin of the Pagan rel@on is defcribed by 
^^P.j^M^*the fophifts, as a dreadful and amazing prodi- 
martyn. gy, which covered the earth with darknefs, and 
* reftored the ancient dominion of chaos and of 
night. They relate, in folemn and pathetic 
ftrains, that the temples were conve;rted into 
fepulchres, and that the holy places, which had 
been adorned by the ftatues of the gods, were 
bafely polluted by the relics of Chriftian mar- 
tyrs. ** The monks" (a race of filthy animals, 
to whom Eunapius is tempted to refiife the name 

of 

. (66) The Moors of Spain, who fecretly preferved the Maho- 
ipctan religion, above a century, under the tyranny of the Inqui- 
fition, pofleflcd the Koran, with the peculiar ufe of the Arabic 
tongue. See the curious and honeft ftory of their expulfion in 
Gcddes (Mifcellanics, vol. i. p. i— 198.). 

(67) Paganos qui fuperAint, quanquam jam nullos efle creda- 
mus, &c. Cod. Theodof. I. xvi. tit. x. leg. 22. A. D. 433* 
The younger Thepdofius was afterwards &ti&d« that his jodg- 
xnent had been fomewhat premature* 
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of men) " arc the authors of the new worfhip, 
•* which, in the place of thofe deities, who ate 
•* conceived by the underftanding, has fubffi- 
^ tutcd the meaneft and moft contemptible 
•* (laves. The heads, falted and pickled, of 
•* thofe infamous malefactors, who tor the mul- 
** tifude of their crimes have fuflfered a juft and 
*• ignominious death ; their bodies, ftill marked 
** by the impreflion of the la(h, and the fears 
*f of thofe tortures which were inflidted by the 
*^ fentence of the magiftrate ; fuch" (continues 
Euijapius) " are the gods which the earth pro*^ 
** duces in our days i fuchare the martyrs, the 
** fupreme arbitrators of our prayers and peti* 
** tions to the Deity, whofe tombs are now con- 
•* fecrated as the objedts of the veneration of the 
** people (68)." Without approving the ma- 
lice, it is natural enough to (hare the furprife, of 
the Sophift, the fpectator of a revolution, which 
raife^ thofe obfcure vi&ims of the laws of 
Rome, to the rank of celeftial and invifible pro- 
tedprs of the Roman empire. The grateful 
refped of the Chriftians for the martyrs of the 
faith, was exalted, by time and vidtory, into 
religious adoration ; and the moft illuftrious of 
the faints and prophets were defervcdly aflbci- 
ated to the honours of the martyrs. One hun- 
dred and fifty years after the glorious deaths of 
St. Peter and St. Paul, the Vatican and the 
Oftian road were diftinguiflied by the tombs, or 
rather by the trophies, of thofe fpiritual he- 
roes (6g). In the age which followed the con- 
VoL.V. I verfion 

(68) See Eunaoius, in the life of the fophift ^deiius ; In that 
of Euftathias he taretels the ruin of pagan ifniy «»» t» fnv^uh^^ 
keu auhi cxorof rv^uftfiffit ra t9r» yv^ K«XX»ra. 

(69) Caius (apud Eufcb. Hift. Ecclef. 1. ii. c 2$-)* » Rom&n 
ptnbytery who lived in the time of Zephyrinus (A. D. aoa— 2I90> 
U am early Witncfs of thit fuperftitiout practice. 
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vcrfion of Q)nftantinc, the emperort, the con- 
fuls, and the generals of armies, devoutly 
vifited the fepulchres of a tent-maker and a 
fiflierman (70) ; and their venerable bones were 
depofited under the altars of Chrift, on which 
tiie biftiops of the royal city continually offered 
the unbloody facrifice (^ i )• The new capital of 
the eaftcrn world, unable to produce any ancient 
and domcftic trophies, was enriched by the fpoils 

3f dependent provinces. The bodies of St. An-» 
i*ew, St. Luke, and St Timothy, had repofed, 
uear three hundred years, in the obfcure graves, 
from whence they were tranfported, in folemn 
pomp, to the church of the Apoftles, which the 
magnificence of Conftantine had founded on the 
banks of the Thracian Bofphorus {*]%). About 
fifty years afterwards, the fame banks were ho- 
noured by the prefence of Samuel, the judge 
and prophet of the people of Ifrael. His aflies, 
depofited in a golden vafe, and covered with a 
filken veil, were delivered by the bifliops into 
each others hands. The relics of Samuel were 
received by the people, with the fame joy and 
reverence which they would have (hewn to the 
living prophet j the highways, from Paleftine to 

the 

(70) Chryfoftom. Quod Chriftus fit Dcus. Tom. j. nor. edit. 
No. 9. I am indebted for this quotation to Benedict the XlVth's 
paftoral letter on the jubilee of the year 1750. See the curiout 

' and entertaining letters of M. Cliais, torn. iii. 

(71) Male facit ergo Romanus epifcopus? qui> fuper mortuo- 
rum hominum, Petri & Pauh', fecundum noS| oifa veneran- 
da ... . offert Domino iacrificiay et tumulos eorum, Chrifti arbi- 
tratur altaria. Jerom. torn. ii. adverf. Vigilant, p. 153. 

(72) Jerom (tom. ii. p. 122.) bears witnefs to thefe tranfla- 
lions, which are negle£^ed by the eccJefiaftical hifiorians. The 
padion of St. Andrevir at Patrae, is defcribed in an epiftle from tht 
clergy of Achaia, which Baronius (Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 60. 
No. 34.) wiflies to believe, and Tillemont is forced to rejc^. 
St. Andrew was adopted as the fpiiitual founder of Conftajitino* 
pie (Mem. Ecclef. tom.i, p;3i7— 3a3» 588-7-594.). 
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the gates of Conftantinople, were filled with an 
uninterrupted proceifion ; and the emperor Ar- 
cadius himfelf, at the head of the moll illulbri* 
ous members of the clergy and fenate, advanced 
to meet his extraordinary cueft, who had always , 
deferved and claimed the homage of kings (73). 
The example of Rome and Conftantinople con* 
firmed the faith and difcipline of the Catholic 
world. The honours of tne faints and martyrs, 
after a feeble and inefTedtual murmur of profane 
reafon (74), were univerfally eftabliflied ; and in 
the age of Ambrofe and Jerom, fomething was 
ftiU deemed wanting to the fan£tity of a Chriftian 
church, till it had been confecrated by fome 
portion of holy relics, which fixed and inflamed 
the devotion of the faithful. 

In the long period of twelve hundred years, Genera! re- 
which elapfed between the reign of Conftantine^*^®"'* 
, and the reformation of Luther, the worfliip of 
faintsi and relics corrupted the pure and perifedk ^^ 
fimplicity of the Chriftian model; and fom^ 
fymptoms of degeneracy may be obferved even 
in the firft generations which adopted and che- 
riftied this pernicious innovation. 

I. The latisfaAory experience, that the relics i.Fabu- 
of faints were more valuable than gold or pre-J^"* ^^^\ 
cious ftones (75), ftimulated the clergy to mul-reHcs*" ^ 
I 2 tiply 

(73) Jerom (tom.ii. p. 122.) pompoufly defcribes the tranfla- 
tion of Samuel, which is noticed in all the chronicles of the 
times. ^ 

(74) The prelbyter Vigilanttus, the proteftant of his aee, 
firmly, though inefiefluallyy withftood the fuperliition of monks, 
relics, faints, fafts, &c. for which Jerom compares him to the 
Hydra, Cerberus, the Centaurs, Sec, and confiders him only as 
the organ tjf the Daemon (torn, ii, p. lao— 126.). Whoever will 
perufe the controverfy.of Sr. Jerom and Vigilantius, and St. Au* 

giftin^s account of the miracles of St. Stephen, may fpeedily gain 
me idea of the fpirit of the Fathers. 

(75) M. deBeaufbbre (Hift. du Manicheifme, torn. ii. p. 648.) 
kas applied a worldly (enfe to the pious obiervation of the clergy 

of 



ii6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

tiply the trcafures of the church. Withoot 
mvch r^ard for truth or probability, they in- 
vented names for fkdetons, and adions far 
names. The fame of the apoilles^ and of the 
holy men who had imitated thdr virtues, was 
darkened by religious fidtion. To the invinci- 
ble band of genuine and primitive martyrs, ithey 
added myriads of imaginary heroes, who had 
never exilted, except in the fancy of crajfty or 
credulous le^ndaries; and there is reafon to 
fufpedt, that Tours might not be the only die* 
cefe in which the bones of a malefactor were 
adored, inftead of thofe of a (aint (76). A fu-. 
perftitious practice, which tended to increafe the 
temptations of fraud, and credulity, infenfibly 
''"'^ extinguiftied the light of hiftory, and of reaft^ 
in the Chriftian world. 
iT.Mira- II. But the progrefs of fuperftition would 
ciw. j^gy^ jjg^n much lefs rapid and victorious, if the 
faith of the people had not been affifted by the 
feafonable aid of vifions and miracles, to afi:er- 
iain the authenticity and virtue of the moft fuf- 
picious relics. In the rdgn of the younger 
Theodofius, LucianCyy), a prefbyter of Jeru- 
falem, and the ecokfiaftical minifter of the vil- 
lage 

of Smyrna, who carefully preferved the relics of St. Polycarp 
the martyr. 

(76) Martin of Tours (See his life, c. 8. by Sulpicius Seve- 
rus) extorted this eonfefiion from the mouth of the dead man. 
The error is allowed to be natural i the difcovery is fuppo(ed to 
be miraculous. Which of the two was likeljf to happen moft. 
frequently ? • 

(77) Lucian composed in Greek his original narrative, which 
has been tranflated by Avitus, and pubiiOied by Baronius (An- 
na 1. Ecclef. A. D. 415. No. 7 — 16.). The Benediftine editors 
of St. Auguftin have given (at the end of the work Dc Civitatc 
Dei) two feveral copies, wirh many various readings. It is the 
character of falfehood to he loofe and inconjiftent. The moft in- 
credible parts of the leoeml are fmoothed and foftencd by Tille- 
mont (Mem. Ecclef. to>n. ii. p. 9, &c.)* 
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lage of Caphaqg^mala, about twenty miles from 
the city, teisocd a very fmgular dream, which, 
to remove his doubts, had been repeated on three 
fucceflive Saturdays. A venerable figure flood 
before him, in ihe filence of the nig^t, with 
a long beard, a white robe, and a gold rod; 
announced himfelf by the name of Gamaliel, 
and revealed to the ailonifi^ed pretbyter, that 
his own corpfe, with the bodies of his fon Abi- 
bas, his friend Nioodemus, and the illuftrious 
Stephen, tfae iirft martyr of the Chriftian faith, 
were fecretly buried in the adjacent field. He 
added, with fome impatience, that it was time 
to relede himfelf, and his companions, from their 
oblcure prifon; that thdr appearance would be 
ialutary to a diflreffed world ; and that they had 
made choice of Lucian to inform the biihop of 
Jernfakm of their iituation, and their wi(hes. 
The doubts and difficulties which ilill retarded 
this important difcovery, were fucceflively re- 
moved by new vifions: and the ground was 
opened by the biihop, in the prefence of an in- 
numerable multitude. The coffins of Gamaliel, 
t)f his fon, and of his friend, were found in re- 
gular order ; but when the fourth coffin, which 
contained the remains of Stephen, was (hewn to 
the light, the earth trembled, and an odour, fuch 
that of paradife, was fmelt, which inftantly 
cured the various difeafes of feventy-three of 
♦the affiftants. The companions of Stephen 
were left in their peaceful refidence of Caphar- 
gamala : but the relics of the firft martyr were 
.tranfported, in folemn proceffion, to a church 
conftru£ted in their honour on Mount Sion ; and 
the minute particles of thofe relics, a drop of 
^ blood 
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blood (78), or the fcrapings of a bone, were ac- 
knowledged, in almoft every province of the 
Roman world, to poffefs a divine and miraculous 
virtue. The grave and learned Auguftin (79), 
whofe underftanding fcarcely admits the excufe 
of credulity, has attefted the innumerable pro-» 
digies which were performed in Africa, by the 
relics of St. Stephen ; and this marvellous nar- 
rative is inferted in the elaborate work of the 
City of God, which the biftiop of Hippo de- 
figned as a folid and immortal proof of the truth 

. of Chriftianity. Auguftin folemnly declares, 
that he has felefted thofe miracles only which 
were publicly certified by the perfons, who 
were either the objedts, or the fpeclators, of the 
power of the martyr. Many prodigies were 
omitted, or forgotten ; and Hippo had been lefs 
favourably treated than the other cities of the 

, province. And yet the bifliop enumerates above 
feventy miracles, of whiqh three were refur- 
reftions from the dead, in the fpace of two 
years, and within the limits of his owli dio- 
cefe(8o). If we enlarge our view to all the 
diocefes, and all the faints, of the Chriftian 
world, it will not be eafy to calculate the fables, 

and 

' (78) A phial of St. Stephen*8 blood was annually liquefied at 
Naples, till he was fupeiieded by St. Januarius (Ruinart. Hift. 
Pcrfecut. Vandal, p. 549.). 

(79) Auguftin compoied the two-and twenty books de Civitate 
Dei in the fpace of thirteen years, A. D. 413— -436 (Tillemont, 
Mem. Ecclef. torn, xiv, p. 6o8» &c.). His learning is too often 
borrowed, and his arguments are too often his own $ but the 
^hole work claims the merit of a magnificent deiign, vigoroufly» 
and not unikilfully, executed. 

(Po) See AuguOin de Civitat. Dei, ], xxii. c. 22. and the Ap- 
pendix, which contains two books of Sr. .Stephen's miracles, by 
Bvodius, biOiop of Uzalis. Freculphus (apiid Bafnage, Hift. 
des Juifs, torn, viii. p'. M9*) has preferved a Gallic or Spanifli 
proverb, *« Whoever pretends to have i-ead all the miracles of St. 
•* Stephen, he lies." 
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and the errors, which ifllied from this inexhaufti- 
bJe fource. But we may furely be allowed to 
obferve, that a miracle, in that age of fuper- 
ftition and credulity, loft its name and its merit, 
fince it could fcareely be confidered as a devia*- 
tion from the ordinary, and eftablifhed, laws of 
nature* 

III. The innumerable miracles, of which the ill. Rwi- 
tombs of tfcc martyrs were the perpetual theatre, j^*j|,g^fnf** 
revealed to the pious believer the adual ftate and ^ ** "*' 
conftitution of the invifible world •, and his/eli- 
gbus fpeculations appeared to be founded on the 
firm bafis of feft and experience. ' Whatever 
might be the condition of vulgar fouls, in the 
long interval between the Siflblution and the re- 
furrefticm of their bodies, it was evident that the 
fuperior fpirits of the faints and martyrs did not 
confume that portion of their exiftence in filent 
and inglorious fleep (8i). It was evident (with- - 
out prcfuming to determine the place of their 
habitation, or the nature of their felicity) that 
they enjoyed the lively and active confcioufnefs 
of theu" happincfs, their virtue, and their pow- 
ers ; and that they had already fecured the pof- 
feffion of their eternal reward. The enlarge- - 

ment of their intelleftual faculties, furpaffed the 
meafure of the human imagination ; fince it was 
proved by experiences that they were .capable of 
hearing and underftanding the various petitions 
of their numerous votaries; who, in the fame 
teoment of time, but in the moft diftant parts of 
the world, invoked the name and affiftance of 

Stephen 

(Sx) Burnet (de Statu Mortuonim, p. 56—84.) collets the 
•pinions of the Fathers, as far as they aflcrt the fleep, or repoft, 
of human fouls till the day of jti Ij^tnent. He afterwards expofes 
(p. 91, &c.) the inconveniencies whieh muft'ariie^ if they pof- 
fe0*ed 9 more a£Uve and feniible exilteqce. 
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Stephen or of Martin (82), The confidence of 
their petitioners was founded on the perfuafion, 
that the faints, who reigned with Chrift, caft an 
eye of pity upon earth-, that they were warnijy 
Interefted in the profperity of the Catholic 
church; and that the individuals, who inutated 
the example of their faith and piety, were the 
peculiar and favourite objects ot their mbft tcn^* 
der regard. Sometimes, indeed^ theh fiiendfem 
might be influenced by confiderations of a le(s 
exalted kind : they viewed, with partial aficc» 
tion, the places which had been confecratfed by 
their birth, their refiderice, their death, their 
burial, or the poffeffion of their relics. The 
meaner paflions of pride, avarice, and revenge, 
may be deemed unworthy of a celeftial breaft 5 
yet the faints themfelves condefcended to teftif 
fy their grateful approbation of the liberality, of 
their votaries ; and the fliarpeft bolts of punifli- 
ment were hurled againft thofe impious wretch- 
es, who violated their magnificent fhrines, or 
difbelieved their fupernatural power (8 3), Atro* 
cio'^s, indeed, muft have been the guilt, and 
ftrange would have been the fcepticifm, of thofe 
men, if they had obftinately refifted the proo& 
of a divine agency, which the elements, the 
whole range o? the animal creation, and even 
the fubtle and invifible operations of the human 

mindy 

(Sft) Vrgilanttos placed the foiils of the prophett and martjrf, 
ieither in thq bofom ef Abraham (in loco refrigerii), or elfe under 
. the aJtar of God. Ntc poife fuis tuinuh*9 et ubi yoluervnt adeflc 
praefentes. But Jeroip (torn. ii. p. 112.) fternly refpte9 this h^Jm 
fhmy, Tu Deo leges pones f Tu apoftoh's vincula injipiesi uC 
ufque ad diein judicii teneantur cuftodi^, ncc iint cum poQiino 
fyoi de quibps fcriptpm eft, Sequuntur Agnum quocunque vadit. 
Si Agnus ubique, ergo, et hi, qui cum Agno funt, ubique e& 
leredendi funt. £t cum diabolus et dacmonea toto vagentur in 
orbe, Sfc, 

(S3) flp^ry, Pifcours fur rHifi. ^cclefiafir^uei iiiVp. $•• 
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mind, were compelled to obey (84). The im- 
mediate, and aimoft inlkntaneous, effedbs, that 
were fuppofed to follow the prayer, or the of^ 
fence, fatisfied the Chriflians, of the ample 
meafure of favour and authority, which the 
faints enjoyed in the prefence c£ the Supreme 
God ; . and it feemed aimoft fuperfluous to en* 
quire, whether they were continually obliged to- 
intercede before the throne of grace j or whe- 
ther they might not be permitted to exercife^ 
according to the dictates of their benevolence 
and juftice, the deliegated powers of their fubor^ 
xlinate miniftry. The imagination,^ which had 
been raifed by a painful effort to the contem- 
plation and worfbip of the Univerfel Caufe^ 
eagerly embraced fuch inferior objefts of adc»a- 
lion, as were more proportioned to its grofs con- 
ceptions and imperfed faculties. The fubfune 
and fimple theology of the primitive Chriftians 
was gradually corrupted; and the monarchy oiF 
heaven, already clouded by metaphyfical fub- 
tleties, was degraded by the introdudion of a 
popular mythology, which tended to reftore the 
reign of poly theifm (85), 

IV. As the objeds of religion were gradually IV. Intro. 
reduced to the fkndard of the imagination, the^^J^"*^^ 
rites and ceremonies were introduced that feem-,JISoni«u* 
ed mofl powerfully to afFed the fenfes of the 
vulgar. JF, in the be^nning of the fifth cen- 
tury 

(54) At ]^iiorca» the rellts of St. Stephen converted, in $igbt 
days, 540 Jews ; with the help, indeed, of fokne whclerome (eve* 

' ritics, fuch as bijrning the fynagogue, driving the ob'ftiiiate in^- 
dels to ftanre among the rockf, Sec, See the original lettei; ot 
Severut biOiop of MTnorca (ad calcem S. Auguftin* de Civ, 
Dei), and the judicious remarks of Bafnagc (torn. viii. f, A45-^ 
$51.). 

(55) Mr. Home Q^flays, vol. ii. p. 454.) obierves, bke ^ phi. 
Xofophcr, the aahinl iux and rcQux of folythcilm smd theifiB, 
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tury(86), TerniUian, or La<5tantius(87), had 
been fudenly raifed from the dead, to aflift at 
the feftival of fome popular faint, or martyr (88) ; 
they would have gazed with aftoniftiment, and 
indignation, on the profane fpeftacle, which had 
fuccceded to the pure and fpiritual woirlhip of a 
Chriftian congregation. As foon as the doors of 
'the church were thrown open, they muft have 
been offended by the fmoke of incenfe, the per- 
fume of flowers, and the glare of lamps and 
tapers, which difFufcd, at noon-day, a gawdy^ 
fuperfluous, and, in their opinion, a facrilegi- 
ous light. If they approached the baluftrade of 
the altar, they made their way through the prof- 
trate crowd, confifting, for the moft part, dF 
ftrangers and pilgrims, who reforted to the city 
on the vigil of the feaft ; and -who already feft 
the ftrong intoxication of fanaticifm, and, per- 
haps, of wine. Their devout kifles were im- 
printed on the walls and pavement of the facred 
edifice ; and their fervent prayers were directed, 
whatever might be the language of their church, 
to the bones, the blood, or the afhes of the faint, 
which were ufually concealed, by a linen or 

filken 

(86) D'Aubignc (See liis own Memoirct, p. 156—160.) 
frankly offered, with tho confent of the Huguenot ininifters» to 
allow the fiift 400 years as the rule of faith. The cardinal du 
Perron haggled for forty years moi-e, which were indifcreetty 
given. Yet neither party would have found their account in this 
foolifh bargain. 

(87) The worfhip praftifcd and inculcated by Terttilliao, Lac- 
tantius, Arnobius, &c. is fo extremely pure and fpiritual, that 
their declamations againft the Pagan, foinetimes glance againit 
the Jewifl), ceremonies. 

(8S) Fauftus the Manichaean accufes the Catholics of idolatry. 
Vertitis idola in martj^res . . . quos votis fimilibus colitis. M. 
de Beaufobre (Hift. Critique du Manicheifme, torn. ii. p. 649 — 
700,), a Proteftant, but a philofopher, has reprcfcntcd, with can- 
dour and learning, the intiodu6lio« of Cbrtfliwi idoleitry in tbt 
fourth and fifth eenturief • 
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iilkcn veil, from the eyes of the vulgar. The 
Chriftians frequented the tombs of the martyrs, 
in the hope of obtaining, from their powerful 
interceflion, every fort of fpiritual, but more 
cfpecially of temporal, bleflings. They im* 
plored the prefervation of their health, or the 
cure of their infirmities; the fruitfulnefe of their 
barren wives, or the fefety and happinefs of 
their children. Whenever they undertook any 
diftant or dangerous journey, they requefted, 
that the holy martyrs would be their guides and 
protedtors on the road; and if they returned, 
without having experienced any misfortune, they 
again haftened to the tombs of the martyrs, to 
celebrate, with grateful thankfrivings, their ob- 
ligations to the memory and relics of thofe hea- 
venly pa rons. The walls were hung round 
with fymbols of the favours, which they had 
received; eyes, and hands, and feet, of gold and 
filver t and edifying pidtures, which could not 
long efcape the abu^ of indifcrect or idolatrous 
devotion, reprefented the image, the attributes, 
and the miracles of the tutelar faint. The fame 
uniform original fpirit of fuperftition might fug- 
cell, in the moft diftant ages and countries, the 
fame methods of deceiving the credulity, and 
of affcfting the fenfes of mankind (89): but it 
muft ingenuoufly be confeffed, that the minifters 
of the Catholic church imitated the profane 
m^del, \^hich they were impatient to deftroy. 
The moft refpeAable bifhops had perfuaded 
themfelves, that the ignorant ruftics would more 
cheerfully renounce the fuperftitions of Pagan- 

ifra, 

(99) The refemblance of fuperftitioiit which could not be imi« 
tated, might be traced from Japan to yitxico. Warburton has 
feized this idea, which hediilorts, by rendering it too general and 
abfolute (Divine Legatioiii voL x?. p. i%6p Stc.). 
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tfi&t if they found feme refemUance, ibme 
oompniatioiiy in the bofom of Chriftianity. 
The refi^on of G>nfiantme atchieved^ in Ids 
than a century, the final conqueft of the Ro* 
waxi empire : but the vidtors themfelves were 
infenfibly fubdued by the aits of thdr vanquifh* 
td rivals (90). 

(y >) Thci ntetida of PtaBifm b the fobjcft of Dr. Middle 
tM t ufWAbic Mfnr woni Rmdc* 



WflrburtoB^ animadfcffions 
fhim to coiweft (vol.iti. p. iso— ijs*) the hiftory of the 
t«vo7eligioat| and to pvon the Mbquity of tlieChriftta& copy* 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

Fhui Dmjum tif the Roman Empire between the 
Sons cf ^heodojbis.— Reign (f ArcaSns and 
Ihnorius.^^jUmniftrmm cf Rufmus and Stili'>^ 
cho.^ Revolt mid Defeat cf Gildo in Africa. 

XHE genius of Rome expired with Theo-Divifionof 
dofius; the laft of the fucceflbrsof Au-Jj^'JJPJ'* 
and Conftantine^ who appeared in theAwaXt 
field at the head of their armies, and whofe au-«^pi^ Hobo« 
thority was univerfally acknowledged throughout^"p j - 
the whole extent of the empire. The memory Jao. 17 ' ' 
lof his virtues ftill condnued, however, to pro- 
te& the feeble and inexperienced youth of his 
two fons. After the death of their £ither, Ar- 
ca£us and Honorius were faluted, by the unani* 
nK>us confent of mankind, as the lawful em« 
perors of the Eaft, and of the Weft ; and the 
oath of fidelity was eagerly taken by every 
order of the ftate ; the fenates of old and new 
Rome, the clergy, the magiftrates, the foldiers, 
and the pec^le. Arcadius, who then was 
about eighteen years of ^e, was bom in Spaing 
in the humble habitation of a private family. 
But he received a princely education in the pa- 
lace of Conftantinople ; and his inglorious life 
was fpent in that peaceful and fplendid feat of 
royalty, from whence he appeared to reign over 
the provinces of Thrace, Afia Minor, Syria, 
and .Egypt, from the Lower Danube to the Con- 
ines of Perfia and JEthiopia. His younger 
brother, Honorius, affumed, in the eleventh 
year of his age, the nominal government of 
Italy, Africa, Gaul, Spain, and Britain -, and 

the 
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the tioops, wMeh guarded the frontiers of hig 
kingdom, were oppofed, on one fide, to the Ca- 
ledonians, and on the other to the Moors. The 
great and martial pra6fe(^ure of lUyricum was 
ividcd between the two princes : the defence 
and pofleifion of the provinces of Noricum^ 
Pannonia, and Dalmatia, Hill belonged to the 
weftem empire ; btit the two large diocefes of 
Dacia and Macedonia, which Gratian had en* 
trufted to the valour of Theodofius, were for 
ever united to the empire of the Eaft. The 
boundary in Europe was not very different from 
the line which now feparates the Germans and 
the Turks; and the , refpedtive advantages of 
territory, riches, popuioufnefs, and military 
ftrength, were fairly balanced and compenfated, 
in this final and permanent divifion or the Ro* 
man empire. The hereditary fceptre of the 
fons of Theodofius appeared to be the gift of 
nature, and of their father ; the generals and 
miniiters had been accuftomed to adore the 
majefty of the royal infants ; and the army and 
people werfe not admoniflied of their rights, 
and of their power, by the dangerous example 
of a recent eledtion. The gradual difcovery of 
the weaknefs of Arcadius and Honorius, and 
the repeated calamities of their reign, were not 
fufficient to obliterate the deep and early impref* 
fions of loyalty. The fubjedbs of Rome, who 
ftill reverenced the perfons, or rather the names, 
of their fovereigns, beheld, with equal abhor* 
rence, the rebels who oppofed, ^and the minifiers 
who abufed, the authority of the throne. 
Charaaer Theodofius had tarnifhed the glory of his 
niftratiSi'*^^^g"^ by the elevation of Rufinus; an odious 
of Rufinus, favourite, who, in an ige of civil and religious 
-^•^'.a^^-fadiph, has deferved, from every party, the 
^95- impu- 
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imputation of every crime. The ilfone impulfe 
of ambition and avarice (i) had urged Rufinus 
to abandon his native country, an obfcure cor- 
ner of Gaul {i)y to advance his fortune in the 
capital of the Eaft : the talent of bold and 
ready elocution (3) qualified him to fucceed in 
the lucrative profeflion of the law : and his fuc- 
cefs in that profeflion was a regular ftep to the 
moft honourable and important employments of 
the ftate. He was raifed, by juft degrees, to 
the ftation of mailer of the offices. In the ex- 
^rcife of his various funftions, fo effentially 
connected with the whole fyftem of civil go- 
vernment, he acquired the confidence of a mo- 
narch, who foon difcovered his diligence and 
capacity in bufinefs, and who long remained ig- 
norant of the pride, the malice, and the covet- 
oufnefs of his difpofition. Thefe vices were 
concealed beneath the maflc of profound difli- 
mulation (4) ; his paflions were fubfervient only 
to the paffions of his mafter : yet, in the horrid 
maiStcre of Theflalonica, the cruel Rufinus in- 
flamed the fury, without imitating the repen- 
tance of Theodofius. The minifter, who view- 
ed with proud indifference the reft of mankind, 
never forgave the appearance of an injury ; and 

his 



(i) Aleftoj envious of the public felicity, convenes an infer- 
nal lynod, Meggera recommends her pupil Rufinus, and excites 
him to deeds of mifchief^ &c. But there is as much difference 
between Claudian^s fury and that of Virgil, as between the cha- 
ra£lers-of Tumus and Rufinus. 

(2) It is evident (Tillemont, HifJ. des Kmp. torn. v. p. 770.)* 
though de Marca isaihamed of his countryman, that Rutinus was 
bornatElufa, the metropolis of Novempopuiania, now a fmall 
village of Gafconjr (d^Anvilla, Notice de TAncienne Gaule, p, 
a«9.). 

(3) Philoflorgius, h xi. c. 3. with Godefroy's Differt. p. 440.- 
(4) Apaflageof Suidas isexprefHve of hiS;prof ound diiiimulation $ 
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liis perfonal enemies had forfeited, in his opi-» 
nion, the merit of all public fervicesr Promo^ 
tus, the mafter-0^neral of the infantry, had 
iaved the empire from the invafiqn of the Oflro* 
goths; but he indignantly fupported the pre^ 
eminence of a rival, whole chara&er and pro- 
feflion he defpifed; and, in the midft of a pub- 
lie council, the impatient foldier was provoked 
to chaftife with a blow (he indecent pride of the 
fevourite. This a<?t of violence was reprefeat- 
ed to the emperor as an infult, which it was in- 
cumbent on his dignity to refent. The dif- 
grace and exile of Promotus were fignified by a 
peremptory order, to repair, without delay, to 
a military ftation on the banks of the Danube : 
and the death of that general (though he was . 
flain in a (kirmifh with the Barbarians) was 
imputed to the perfidious arts of Rufinus(5). 
The facrifice of an hero gratified his revenge 5 
Ac honours of the confuKhip elated his vanity ; 
but his power was fiill imperfe£t and precarious, 
as lone as the important pofts of praefedt of 
the Eaft, and of prsefedt of Conftantinople, 
Vere filled by Tatian (6), and Ws fon Proculus ; 
whofe united authority balanced, for fome time, 
tiie ambition and favour of the mailer of the 
offices. The two praefefts were accufed of ra- 

Eine and corruption in the adminiftration of the 
Lws and finances. For the trial of thefe il- 
luftrious offenders, the emperor conftitutcd 

a fpecial 

(5) 2Soiimo«, 1. W0 pw «7if 273. 

(6) Zofimusy who defcribes the fall of Tatian and bit fon (1. 
It. p. d73, 274.), ailerts their innocendST'and even tii teftimony 
inay outweigh the charges of their enenoiet (Cod. Tbeodof. iv. p. 
489j> who.accufe them of opprefling the Curi^. The connef^ion 
of Tatian with the Arians, while he was pneMt of Egypt (A. 
I). 373-% inclines TilUmont to believe that he was guilty of every 
crime (Hid. dct £fflp« torn. v. p. ^o. Jtfem. EccTef. torn. vi« j^ 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. n^ 

a fecial coimniflion ; feveral judges were named 
to ihare the giiilt and reproach of injuilice ^ but 
the right of pronouncing fentence was referved 
to the prefident alone, and that prefident was 
Rufinus himfelf. The father, ftripped of the 
praefefture of the Eaft, was thrown into a dun- 
geon 5 but the fon, confcious that few minifters 
can be found innocent, where an enemy i& their 
judge, had fecretly efcaped ; and Rufinus rnuft 
have been fatisfied with the leaft obnoxious^ 
viAim, if defpotifm had not condefcended to 
employ the bafeft and moft ungenerous artifice. 
The profecution was conduced with an ap- 
pearance of equity and moderation, which flat- 
tered Tatian with the hope of a favouvable event j 
his confidence was fortified by the folemn af- 
furances, and perfidious oaths, of the prefident, 
who prefumed to interpofe the facred name ot 
Tbeodofius himfelf; and the unhappy father 
was at laft perfuaded to recall, by a private let * 
tcr, the fiigitive Proculus. He was inftantly 
^bized, examined, condemned, and beheaded, 
in one of the fuburbs of Conftantinople, with a 
pri^cipitation which difappointed the clemency 
of the emperor. Without refpedting the mis- 
fortimes or a confular fenator, the cruel judges 
of Tatian compelled him to behold the execu- 
tion of his fon : the fatal cord was fattened 
round his own neck ; but in the moment when 
he cxpefted, and perhaps defired, the relief of a 
fpeedy death, he was permitted to confume the 
miferable remnant of his old age in poverty 
and exile (7). The punifliment of the two 
Vol. V. K praefefts 



(7) — JuYcnum rorantia colla 

Ante pairura vultus ftrifta ccciderc fccuri. 

'^ Ibat 
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^ praefefts might, perhaps, be excufed by the 
exceptionable parts of theif own condudl ; the 
enmity of Rufinus might be palliated by the 

{'ealous and unfociable nature of ambition. But 
le indulged a fpirit of revense, equally repug- 
nant to prudence and to jumce, when he de- 
graded their native country of Lycia, from the 
rank of Romart provinces; ftigmatifed a guilt- 
lefs people with a mark of ignominy ; and de- 
clared, that the countrymen of Tatian and 
Proculus ftiould for ever^remain incapable of 
holding any employment of honour or advan- 
tage, under the Imperial government (8). The 
new praefeft of the Eaft (for Rufinus inftantly 
fucceeded to the vacant honours of his adverfary> 
was not diverted, however, by the moft cri- 
minal purfuits, from the performance of the 
religious duties, which in that age were confi- 
dered as the moft effential to falvation. In the 
fuburb of Chalcedon, furnamed the Oak^ he had 
built a magnificent villa ; to which he devoutly 
added a ftately church, confecrated to the apoftles^ 
St. Peter and St. Paul, and continually fanc- 

tified 



Ibat grandaevus nato moiiente fupeidesr 
Poft trabeas exful. 

In Rufin.i. a4S. 
The fa^j of Zofimus explain the allufigns of Claudian ; but his 
claflTic interpreters were ignorant of the fourth century. Thc/Jj/tf/ 
tardy I found, with the help of Tillemont. in a fermon of St. 
After! us of Amafea. 

(8) This odious law is recited, and repealed, by Arcadius (A, 
D. 39^.)> in the Theodofian Code, ). ix. tit. xxxviii.leg. 9, The 
fenfe, at it is explained by CJaudian (in Rufin. i. 254.) and G%>^ 
defroy (torn. iii. p. 279.)> is perfe^ly clear. 
- Exfdndere cives 

Funditus } et nomen gentis delere laborat. 
The fcruples of Pagi and Tillemont can arifc only from their teal 
for the glory of Theodofius, 
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tified by the prayers, and penance, of a r^-. 
lar fociety of monks. A numerous, and almoft 
general, fynod of the biftiops of the eailem 
empire was fummoned to celebrate, at the fame 
time, the dedication of the church, and the 
baptifm of the founder. This double cere- 
mony was performed with extraordinary pomp •, 
and when Rufinus was purified, in the holy font, 
from all the fms that he had hitherto committed, 
a venerable hermit of Egypt raftily propofed • 

himfelf as the fponfo? of a proud and ambitious \ 

ftatefman (9). ' 

Thecharafter of Theodofms impofed on his^coppreff- 
minifter the talk of hypocrify, which difguifed, es the Eaft, 
and fometimes rettrained, the abufe of power ; and*^' ^' ^5^' 
Rufinus was apprehenfive of difturbing the indo-"* 
lent flumber of a prince, ftill capable of exerting 
the abilities, and the virtue, which had raifed him 
to the throne ( I'o). But the abfence, and, foon 
afterwards, the death, of the emperor, confirm- 
ed the abfolute authority of Rufinus over the 
perfon and dominions of Arcadius; a feeble 
youth, whom the imperious praefeft confidered 
as his pupil, rather than his fovereign. Regard- 
lefs of the public opinion, he indulged his paf- 
fions without remorfe, and without refiftance ; 
and his malignant and rapacious fpirit rejedled 
K 2 every 

(9) Ammonius • . . Rafinum propriis manibas fufcepit faa'o 
fonte mundatum. See Rofwcyde's Vitae Patrum, p. 947' Sozo- 
inen (1. viii. c. 17.) mentions the church and monaftery 5 and TiU 
leroont (Mem. Ecclef. torn. ix. p, 593.) records this fynod, in 
vrhich St. Gregory of Nyifa performed a confpicuous part. 

(10) Montcfquieu (Efprit des Loix, 1. xii. c. la.) praifes one 
•f the laws of Tbeodoiius, addreiled to the prsefe^l Ruiinus (1. ix. 
tit. iv. leg. unic), to difcourage the profecution of treafonable, or 
facrilegious, words. A tyrannical ftatut* always proves the exift- 
ence of tyranny : but a laudable edift may only contain the fpc' 
cious proteffionsy or ineffectual wiflies, of the prince, or his mi- 
fters. This, I am afraid, is a juft, though mortifying, canon of 
cridcifm. 
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6Tery paffion that might have contributed to 
Kb ovtnn glory^ or th^ happiiie& of the people. 
His ftvarice (1 1), which feems to have preysukdy 
in hb corrupt mind, ovcht every other fentiment^ 
attraded tl^ wealth of the Eail^ by tho various 
arts of partial, and general, extortion^ oppref- 
five taKs, fcandalous bribery, immoderate fines^ 
unjufi confifcations, forced or fictitious tefia* 
ments, by which the tyrant defpcMied of their 
lawful inheritance the children of Grangers, or 
enemies ^ and the pubfic fale of juiiicey as weU 
as of favour, which he inftituted in the palace oif 
Gonftantinople. The ambitious candidate ea- 
gerly folicited, at the expence of the faireft part 
of his patrimony, the honours and emoluments 
of fome provincial government » the lives and 
fortunes of the unhappy people were abandoned 
to the mod liberal purchafer ; and the public 
difcontent was fometimcs appeafed by the facri- 
fice of an unpopular criminal, whofe puni(h« 
ment was profitable only to the pr«fed of the 
£afi, his accomplice and his judge. If ava- 
rice were not the blindeft of the human paf- 
fions, the motives of Rufinus might excite our 
curiofity ; and we might be tempted to inquire, 
with what view he violated every principle of 
humanity and juftice, to accumulate thofe im- 
menfe treafures, which he could not fpend with- 
out folly, nor poffefs without danger. Perhaps 
he vainly imagined, that he laboured for the in- 

tereft 

(ii) .. — - fluftibas auri 

Expleri ille calor nequit 



Conpeftie cumalaBtor opes ; orbi(que rapinat 

Acctptt una domut 
This charaaer (Claudian. in Rufin. i. 124^—110.) tt confirmed bjr 
Jerom, a difiaterefted witnefs (dedecus infatiabilis avaritias, torn. 
1. ad Heiiodor. p. 26.), by Zofimus (i. v. p. 286.), and by Suidaa» 
who copied the hiftory of Eunapius. 
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tercft of an only daughter, on whom he intended 
to beftow his royal pupil, and the auguft rank 
of Emprefs of the Eaft. Perhaps he deceived 
himfdf by the opinion, that his ayarice was the 
inftrurae^t of Ws ambition. He afpired to 
place his fortune on a fecure and independent 
bafis, which (hould no longer depend on the 
caprice of the young emperor ; yet he negledt- 
€d to. conciliate the hearts of the foldiers and' 
people, by the liberal diftribution o( thofe 
riches, ¥^ich he had acquired with fb much 
toil, and with fo much guilt. The extreme par- 
fimcHiy of Rufinus left him only the reproach, 
and envy, of ill-gotten wealth 5 his dependents 
fervcd him without attachment 5 the iiniverial 
hatred of mankind was reprefled only by the in- 
flu^ice of fervile fear. The fete of Luciau 
proclaimed to the Eaft, that the prsefeft, whof^ 
mduftry was much abated in tine difpatch of 
ordinary bufuiefs^ was adive and indefatigable 
in the purfuit of revenge. Lucian, the ion of 
the pr^rfed Florentius, th? oppreflbr of Gaul, 
and the enemy of Julian, had employed a con- 
fiderable part of his inheritance, the fruit of ra- 
pine and corruption, to purchafe the friendfhip 
of Rufinus, and the high office of Count of the 
Eaft. But the new magiftrate imprudently de- 
parted from the maxims of the court, and of 
the times ; difgraced his benefactor, by the 
eontraft of a virtuous and temperate admini- 
ftratiwi i and prefunied to refufe an aft pf ixi- 
juftice, which ^.^ht have tended to the profit 
of the emperor's uncle, Arcadius was eafily 
perfuaded to refent the fuppofed infult ; and the 
praefedt of the Eaft refolved to execute in per- 
fon the oruel vengeance, which he meditated 
againft this ungrateful delegate of his power. 

He 



*33 
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He performed with inceffant fpeed the journey 
of feven or eight hundred miles, from Conftan- 
tinople to Antioch, entered the capital of Syria 
at the dead of night, and fpread, univerfal 
conftemation among a people, ignorant of his 
defign, but not ignorant of his charafter. The 
count of the fifteen provinces of the Eaft was 
dragged, like the vileft malefadtor, before the 
$rbitrary tribunal of Rufinus. Notwithftanding 
. the clearefl: evidence of his integrity, which was 
not impeached even by the voice of an accufer, 
Lucian was condemned, almoft without a trials 
to fufFer a cruel Mid ignominious punifhment. 
The minifters of tne tyrant, by the order, and 
in the prefence, of their mailer, beat him on 
the neck with leather thongs, armed at the 
extremities with lead ; and when he fainted under 
the violence of the pain, he was removed in a 
clofe litter, to conceal his dying agonies from 
the eyes of the indignant city. No fooner had 
Rufinus perpetrated this inhuman ad, the fole 
objeft of his expedition, than he returned, 
amidft the deep, and filent, curfes. of a tremb- 
ling people, from Antioch to Conftantinople ; 
and his diligence was accelerated, by the hope 
of accomplifhing, without delay, the nuptials 
of his daughter with the emperor of the 
Eaft (X 2). 
Hcisdif- But Rufinus fbon experienced, that a pru- 
by^thrmar-d^^^ minifter fhould conftantly fecure his royal 
riagc of captive by the ftrong, though invifible, chain of 
Arcadius, j^^j^j^ , ^nd that the merit, and much more eafily 

April 27. ^"^ 

(la) _ Caetera fcgnis ; 

Ad facinus velox j penitus regione remotas 
Impiger ire vias. 
This allufion of Oaudiaii (in Rufin, i. 241.) is again explained by 
the circumftaDtial narrative of Zofimus (1. v. p« %%B, 289.). 
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favour, of the abfent, are obliterated in a Ihort 
time from the mind of a weak and capricious 
fovereign. While the prasfed fatiated his re- 
venge at Antioch, a fecret confpiracy of the far 
vourite eunuchs, diredted by the great chamber- 
lain Eutropius, undermined his power in the pa- 
lace of Conftantinople. They difcovered that 
Arcadius was not inclined to love the daughter 
of Rufinus, who had been chofen, without his 
confent, for his bride ; and they contrived to 
fubftitute in her place the fair Eudoxia, the 
daughter of Bauto (13), a general of the Franks 
in the fervice of Rome ; and who was educated, 
fmce the death of her father, in the family of 
the fons of Promotus. The young emperor, 
whofe chaftity had been ftridly guarded by the 
pious care of his tutor Arfenius(i4), eagerly 
liftened to the artful and flattering defcriptions 
of the charms of Eudoxia: he gazed with impa- 
tient ardour on her pifture, and he underftood 
the' necefBty of concealing his amorous defigns 
from the knowledge of a minifter, who was fo 
deeply interefted to oppofe the confummation 
of his happinefs. Soon after the return of Ru- 
finus, the approaching ceremony of the royal 
nuptials was announc^ to the people of Con- 
ftantinople, who prepared to celebrate, with 
&lfe and hollow acclamiations, the fortune of 

.his 

(13) Zofimus (I. W. p. 14s.) praifcs the valour, PJw«J/nce» and 
integrity, of Baato the Frank. See Tillcmont, Hift. des Empc- 

reurs, torn. V. p. 791* ^^ n . i j 

(14) Arfenius efcaped from the palace of Conftantinople, and 

Jafled fifty-five years in rieid penance in the monaftcrics ot Ji- 
ypt. See Tillcmont. Mem. Ecclef. torn. xiv. p. 676— :o«. j 
and Fleury, Hift. Ecclef. torn. v. p. 1, &c. : but ihe latter, fpp 
^ant of authentic materials, has given too noucjh credit to the l^- 
gepd of Metaphraftes, 
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Ws daughter. A fptendkJtraiii of eimuchs and 
^fiicers iffucd, ifn hymefleal potap^ from thtf 
gates of the palace 5 bearing alcrft the diadem^ 
the robes, and the ineftimable ornaments, of 
the future emprefs. The folemn proce*flfon 
paffed through the ftreecs of the city, Whidh 
\irert adorned with garlands, and filled wit!h 
fpedlators 5 but, when it reached the houfe of 
the fens of Promotus, the principal eunuch 
tefpedtfully entered the manfion, invefted thfc 
fair Eudoxia with the Imperial robes, and con- 
dufted her in triumph to the palace and bed 
of Arcadius(i5). The fecrecy, and fuccefs, 
with which this confpiracy againft Rufintis had 
been conducted, imprinted a mark of indelible 
ridicule on the charadter of a minifter, who had 
fuflfered himfelf to be deceived, in a poft where 
the arts of deceit and diifimulation conftitute tlie 
moft diftinguifhed merit. He coilfidcred, with 
^ mixture of indignation and fear, the viftory 
of an afpiring eunuch, who had fecretly capti- 
vated the favour of his fovereign ; and the dif- 
^race of his daughter, whofe intereft was infe- 
parably connefted with his own, wounded thfe 
tendernefs, or, at leaft, the pride, of Rufinus. 
At the moment when ho flattered himfelf that 
'he fliould become the father of a line of kings, 
a foreign maid, who had been educated in thte 
lioufe of his implacable enemies, was introduced 
into the Imperial bed ; and Eudoxia - foon dif* 
played a fuperiority of fenfe and fpirit, to im- 
prove 

(15) Yhis ftory (Zofimus, I v. p. tfoJ)yr6vet that the hyme, 
j^eal rites of antiquity were ftill praaifedy without idolatry, by the 
Chriftiansof theEaft -, and the bride was /^ra^^condufted from 
the houfe of her parents to that of her huiband. Our form of 
marriage requires, with Ids delicacy, the exprefs and public ^ov^ 
fent of a virgin. 
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prove the jdcendant vhich her beauty muft 
acqinre ov^r the mind of a fond and youthf u^ 
fauflnnd. The emperor would foon be in* 
fituAed to hate, to fear^ and to deftroy, Ihe 
powerful fufa^e^t, whom he had injured; and 
the confcioumefs of guilt deprived Rufinas of 
cva-y hope, cither of iafety or comfiHt, in the 
Tctirement of a jMivate life. But he ftill pof- 
ftsflfed the moil elSfedtual means of defending 
faisdignity, and perhaps of opprefling his ene- 
mies. The prtCtcdt lltill exercifed an uncon- 
trouled authority over the civil and military go- 
vernment of Ite Eaft : and his treafures, if he 
could refoive to ufe them, might be employed 
to procure proper inftruments, for the execu- 
tion df the Wackeft defigns, that pride, ambi- 
tion, and revenge, could fuggeft to a defperate 
ftatefman. •The charader of Rufiuus feemed 
to juftify the accufations, that he confpired a- 
gainlt the pexfon of his fovereign, to feat him- 
fclf on the vacant throne ; and that he had fe- 
cretly invited the Huns, and the Goths, to in- 
vade the provinces of the empire, and to in- 
-crcafe the public confufion. The fubtle pratfedt, 
whofe life had been fpent in the intrigues of the 
palace, oppofed, with equal arms, the artfijl 
meafures of the eunuch Eutropius -, but the ti- 
mid foul of Rufinus was aftoniihed. by the hof- 
tile approach of a more formidable rival, of the 
great Stilfcho, the general, or rather the mafter, 
of the empire of the Weft (16). 

The celeftial gift, which AchUles obtained, CHaraatr 
and Alexander envied, of a poet worthy to cele-|*j,^^32? 

brateand gene- 

(x6) SSofimut (1. V. p, ft90.)» Orofiut (U ▼»'• c. 37.), and the 
Cbronide of Marcellinut. CUudian (in Ruiin. ii. 7—100.) pMOtt 
in livdy colourt, the diteft vA%w^ •f dieprafed. 
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rai of the brate the actions of heroes, has been enjoyed by 
^fi^l^ Stilicho, in a much higher degree than might 
have been expeded from the declining ftate of 
genius, and of art. The mufe of Claudian(i7), 
devoted to his fervice, was always prepared to 
ftigmatifc his adverfaries, Rufinus, or Eutropius, 
with eternal infamy ; or to paint, in the moil 
fplendid colours, the victories, and virtues, of a 
powerful benefedor. In the review of a period 
indifferently fupplied with authentic materials, 
. we cannot refufe to illuftrate the annals of Ho- 
norius, from the inveftives, or the panegyrics, of 
a contemporary writer; but as Claudian ap- 
pears to have indulged the moft ample privilege 
of a poet, and a courtier, fome criticifm will be 
requilite to tranflate the language of fidion, or 
exaggeration, into the truth and fimpjicity of 
hiftoric profe. His fdence concertiing the fa- 
mily of Stilicho may be admitted as a proof, 
that his patron was neither able, nor defirous, to 
boaft of a long feries of illuftrious progenitors ; 
. and the flight mention of his father, an officer of 
Barbarian cavalry, in the fervice of Valens, 
feems to countenance the affertion, that the ge«- 
neral, who fo long commanded the armies of 
Rome, was defcended from the favage and per- 
fidious race of the Vandals (i 8). If Stilicho had 
not pofleifed the external advantages of ftrength 
and ftature, the moft flattering bard, in the pre- 
fence of fo many thoufand fpedators, would 
have hefitated to ^m, that he furpafled the 

. meafure 



(17) Stilicho, dire6Uy, or indire6^Iy, is the perpetual theme of 
Claudian. The youth, and private life of the hero, are vaguely 
exprelfed in the poem on bis firft confullbip, 35 — 140. 

(x8) Vandatorum, imbellis, avare, perfidx, et dolofae, gCQtit, 
genere editus. Orofius, 1. vii. c. 38. Jerom (torn. i. ad GeroA* 
liami p. 93.) calls hu^a Senu-^arbarian, 
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ineafure of the demi-gods of antiquity; and, 
that whenever he moved, with lofty fteps, through 
the ilreets of the capital, the aftoni(hed crowd 
made room for the ilranger, who difplayed, in a 
private condition^ the awful raajefty ot a hero. 
From his earlieft youth he embraced the pro- 
feifion of arms; his prudence and valour were 
ibon diltinguiihed in the field ; the horfemen and 
archers of the Eaft admired his fuperior dexte- 
rity i and in each degree of his military promo- 
tions, the public judgment always prevented and 
approved the choice of the fovereign. He was 
named by Theodofius, to ratify a folemn treaty 
with the monarch of Perfia : he fupported, dur- 
ing that important embafly, the dignity of the 
Roman name; and after his return to Conftan- 
tinople, his merit was rewarded by an intimate 
and honourable alliance with the Imperial fami- 
ly. Theodofius had been prompted, by a pious 
motive of fraternal affedion, to adopt, for his 
own, the daughter of his brother Honorius; the 
beauty and accomplifhments of Serena (19) were 
univerfally admired by the obfequious court; • 
^nd Stilicho obtained the preference over a crowd 
of rivals, who ambitioufly difputed the hand of" 
the princefs, and the favour of her adoptive fa- 
ther (20). The afTurance that the hufband of 
Serena would be feithful to the throne, which he 
was permitted to approach, engaged the emperor 
%o exalt the fortunes, and to cmplqy the abili-»- 

ties, 

(i^) Claaffiao, id an iipperfefl poeiB| hat drawn a fair, perr 
haps a flattering, portrait of Serena. That favourite niece of 
TbeodoHus wat born, as well as her lifter Thermantia, in Spain } 
from whence, in their earlieft youth, they were honourably con- 
dueled to the palace of Conftantinople, 

(20) Some doubt may be entertained, whether this adoption 
was legal, or only metaphorical (See Ducange, Fam.Byzant. p. 
75.). An old infcription gives Stilicho the fipguUr title of Pr<« 
gener DM Tkfodcfit, 
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ties, of the fagacious and intrepid Stilicho. He 
rofe through the fucceffive fteps of mafter of the 
hOrfe, and count of the domeftics, to the fu- 
nis miiita-prenv* rank of maftor-general of all the cavahy 
roanT" *"^ mfantry of the P.oman, or at leaft of the 
A.D.'ss^s Weft^rn, empire (21); and his enemies con- 
—408. feflcd, that he invariably difdained to barter for 
gold the rewards of merit, or to defraud the fol- 
diers of the pay and gratifications, which they 
deferved, 6r claimed, from the liberality of the 
ftate(22). The valour and condudt which he 
afterwards difplayed, in the ddFence of Italy, 
againfl: the arms of Alaric and Radagaifus, may 
juftify the fame of his early atchievements, and 
in an age lefs attentive to the laws of honour, or 
of pride, the Roman generals might yield the 
pre-eminence of tank, to the alcendant of fupe- 
rior genius (23)* He lamented, and revenged, 
the murder of Promotus, his rival and his friend ; 
and the maflacre of many thoufands of the fly- 
ing Baftarn« is reprefented by the poet, as a 
bloody facrifice, which the Roman Achilles of- 
fered to the manes of another Patroclus. The 
virtues and victories of Stilicho deferved the ha- 
, tred of Rufinus: and the arts cf calumny might 

have 

(^f) Claudian (Laat Ser«n«e, 190. 193.} ncpreflesy tn poetic 
laoguage* the <*'dile€tiis quorum/* and the <' gfinino mox idem 
" culmine duxit agmina.'* The infcription adds, •* count of tie 
<< domefHcs," an important command, which Stilicfao, in the 
height of his grandeur, might prudently retain. 

(%2) The beautiful lines of Claudian (in i Conf. Stilich. iii, 
113.) difplay his genius : but the integrity of Stilicho (in thejni- 
Jitary adminiftration) is much more lirmly eAabliflied by the un* 
Mrillin^ evidence of ZoHraus^ (I. v. p. 345.)* 
(23) ■ Si belli'ca nniolcs 

Ingrueret, quamvis annis et jure minori, 

Cedere grandsevos equitum peditumque m9gil!ros 

Adfpiceret. ■ ■ ■ ■ 

Claudian, Laut Seren.j>. 196, lice* 
Amodem general would deem their liibmiflion^ eiUiei- h^oic Jki« 
. triotifix)) or abjefk fervility. 
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have been fuccefsful, if the tender and vigilant 
Serena had not proteded her hulband againll his 
domeftic foes, whilll he vanquilhed in the field 
the enemies of the empiie(24). Theodofius 
continued to fupport an unworthy mintfter, to 
whofe diligence he detected the government of 
the palace^ and of the Eail v but when he march- 
ed s^inil the tyrant E^genius, he allbciated his 
£uthnil general to the labours and glories of the 
civil war ; and, in the lad moments of his ftfe, 
the dying monarch recommended to Stilicho^ 
the care of his fons, and of the republic (25). 
The ambition and the abilities of Stilicho, were 
not unequal to tbe important trufi^ and he 
claimed the guardianftiip of the two empires^ 
during die minority or Arcadius and ilono- 
rius (26). Th^ firit meafure of his adminiftra* ' 
tion, or rather of his reign, difplayed to the 
nations the vigour and activity of a fpirit worthy 
to command. He pafled the Alps in the depth of 
winter 5 defcended the ftream of the Rhine, from 
the fortrefs of Bdil, to the marflies of Batavia ; 
reviewed the ftate of the garrifons^ reprefled the 

enterprifes 

(24) Compare the poem on the firft confulfliip (i. 95—- 115.) 
with the Laus Serena (217—237. where it unfortunately hnikt 
•IF). We may perceive the deep inveterate malice of Rufinus. 

(25) «— *-Quem/r«/rc^tfi ipfe 
DifcedenSt clypeuirque dcfenforemque dedifti. 

Yet the nomination {\v Conf. Hon, 43s0 was private (iii Cond 
Hon* I4ft.)» cunftos difcedere . . . jubet ; and may therefore be 
fufpedcd. ZofimuSy and Suidas, apply to Stilicho, and Rufinut^ 
the (ame equal title of IflriTfovM, guardians, or procurators. 

(a6) The Roman law diftinguiihcs two forts of minority, which 
expired at the age of fourteen, and of twenty- five. The one was. 
fobjeA to the tutor, or guardian, of the perfonj the othfr to the 
ewraieTy or truttee, of the eftate (Heineccius, Antiquiut. Rom* 
ad Jurifprudent. pertinent. 1* i. tit. xxii, xxiii. p. si 8— 232.). 
But thefe legal ideas were never accurately tiansferred into thfi co&« 
ftitution of an ele^re mooarcby. 
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cnterprifes of the Germans ; and, after eflablifli- 
ing along the banks a firm and honourable peace, 
returned with incredible fpeed to the palace of 
Milan (27). The perfon and court of Honorius 
were iubjcdt to the mafter-general of the Weft ; 
and the armies and provinces of Europe obeyed, 
without hefitation, a regular authority, which 
was exercifed in the name of their young fove- 
reign. Two rivals only remained to difpute the 
claims, and to provoke the vengeance, of Stili- 
cho. Within the limits of Ahrica, Gildo, the 
Moor, maintained a proud and dangerous inde- 
pendence-, and the minifter of Conftantinople 
aflerted his equal reign over, the emperor, and 
the empire, of the Eaft. 
The fall The impartiality which Stilicho affefted, as 
and death the common guardian of the royal brothers, en- 
^'^l*?"*' gaged him to regulate the equal divifion of the 
November 'arms, the jewels, and the magnificent wardrobe 
*7th. and-fiimiture of the deceafed emperor (a8). But 
the moft important objedt of the inheritance con- 
lifted of the numerous legions, cohorts, and 
fquadrons, of Romans, or Barbarians, whom the 
event of the civil war had united under the ftan- 
dard of Theodofius. The various multitudes of 
Europe and Afia, exafperated by recent animo- 
Cries, were over-awed by the authority of a An- 
gle man ; and the rigid difcipline of Srilicho pro- 
teded the lands of the citizen from the rapine of 

the 

(a?) See Claudlan (t Conf. Stilich. i. 188—242.) ; but hemuft 
allow more than fifteen days for the journey and return, between 
Milan and Leyden. 

(28) I. Conf. Stih'ch. ii. 88 — 94. Not only the robes, and 
diadems of the deceafed emperor, but even the helmets, fword- 
bilts, b^lts, coirafleSf &c. were enriched with pearls, emeralds^ 
and diamonds* 
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the licentious foIdier(29). Anxious however, 
and impatient, to relieve Italy from the prefence 
of this formidable hoft, which could be ufeful 
only on the frontiers of the empire, he liftened 
fo the juft requifition of the minifter of Arca- 
dius, declared his intention of reconducting in 
perfon the troops of the Eaft ; and dexteroufly 
employed the rumour of a Gothic tumtilt, to 
conceal his private defigns of ambitipn and re- 
venge (30). The guilty foul of Rufinus was 
alarmed by the approach of a warrior and a ri- 
val, whofe enmity he deferved ; he computed, 
with increafing terror, the narrow fpace of his 
life and greatnefs; and, as the laft hope of fafe- 
ty, he interpofed the authority of the emperor 
Arcadius. Stilicho, who appears to have direct- 
ed his march along the fea-coaft of the Hadriatic, 
was not far diftant from the city of Theflalonica, 
when he received a peremptory meffage, to re- 
call the troops of the Eaft, and to declare that 
his nearer approach would be confidered, by the 
Byzantine court, as an ad of hoftility. The 
prompt and unexpefted obedience of the gene- 
ral of the Weft, convinced the vulgar of his 
loyalty and moderation ; and, as he had already 
engaged the affedtion of the Eaftern troops, he 
recommended to their zeal the execution of his 
bloody defign, which might be accomplilhed in 

his 

{%^) Tantoque remoto 

Principe, mutatas orbis non fenftt habcnas. 
This high commend4tion (i Conf. Stil. i. 149.) may be jj^ified 
by rhe fears of the dying emperor (de Bell.Gildon. 292— 30?.) J 
and the peace and good order which were cnjdyecl after hi« dMth. 

(i Conf. Stil. i. 150— 168.). ' • 

(30) Stilicho's march, and the death of Rufinus, are defcribecf 
by Claudian (in Rtifm. i. ii. loi— 453)» Zofimus (I.'v.'p. 496, 
ao7,)» Soioroen (1. viii. c. i.), Sociates (I. jn. c*;k) «Fhi^%>i> 
gius (1. xi. c. 3, with Godefroy, p. 44r.)> and the C&ronklc ©1 
Marceliinue* 
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his abfence, with lefs dan&ner perhaps, and with 
lefs reproach. Stilicho left the command of the 
troops of the Eaft to Gainas, the Goth, on whofo 
fidelity he firmly relied ; with an affurance, at 
leaft, that the hardy Barbarian would never be 
diverted from his purpofe by any confideration 
of fear or remorfe. The fiJdiers were eafily 
perfuaded to puniih the enemy of iStilicho, and 
of Rome ; and fuch was the general hatred which 
Rufinns haA excited, that the &t^} fecret, com- 
municated to thoufands, was faithfuUy preferved 
during the long march from Tbeflalonica to the 
gates of Conftantinople. As foon as they had 
refolved his death, they condefcended to flatter 
his pride ; the ambitious prapfe<5k w^s feduced to 
believe, that thofe powerful auxiliaries might be 
tempted to place the diadem on his head; and 
the treafures which he diftributed, with a tardy 
and reludant hand, were accepted by the indig- 
nant multitude, as an infult, rather than as a 
gift. At the diftance of a mile from the capital, 
in the field of Mars, before the p>alace of Heb* 
domon, the troops bilted: and the emperor, as 
well as his miniuer, advanced, according to an- 
cient cuftom, refpectfully to falute the power 
which fupported their throne. As Rufinus pafled 
along the ranks, and difguifed, with ftudied 
courtefy, his innate haughunefs, the wings in- 
fenfibly wheeled firom the right and left, and 
inclofed the devoted viftim within the circle of 
their arms. Before he could reflect on the dan- 

§cr of his fituation, Gainas gave the fignal of 
. eath ; a daring and forward foldier plunged his 
hford into the bread of the guilty praefed, and 
Rufinus fell, groaned, and expired, at the feet 
9f theaffi-ighted emperor. If the agonies of a 
ffiom^t muld es:pi»te the crimes of a whole 

life^ 
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fife, or if tho outrages infli^ed on a breathlefs 
corpfe could be the objcft of pity, our humanity 
might perhaps be affefted by the horrid circum- 
Aances which accompanied the murder of Rufi- 
nus. His mangled body was abandcMied to the 
brutal fury of 3ie populace of dther fex, who 
haftened in crouds, from every quarter of the 
city, to trample on the remains of the haughty 
minifter, at whofe frown they had fo lately 
trembled. His rig^t hand was cut crfF, and car- 
ried through the ftreets of Conftantinopk, in 
cruel mockery, to extort contributions for the 
Avaricious tyrant, whofe head was publicly ex- 

EDfed, borne aloft on the point of a long 
^cc (31). According to the favage maxims of 
the Greek republics, his innocent family would 
have (hared tne punifhment of his crimes. The 
wife and daughter of Rufinus were indebted for 
their fafety to the influence of religion. Her 
fanftuary protected them from the raging mad- 
iiefs of the people ; and they were permitted to 
fpend the remainder of their lives in the exer- 
.cifes of Chriftian devotion, in the peaceful re- 
tirement of Terufalem(32). 

The fervile poet of Stilitho applauds, with^^jf^ord of 
ferocious joy, this horrid deed, which, in the^^p^^w. 
execution, perhaps, of juftice, violated every a. D.J95, 

Vol. V. L law^^- 



(31) The difeSiQH of Rufinus, which Claudian performs with 
the ravage cool nefi of an anatoihift (in Rufin. «. 405— 4»5)» «• 
likewife fpecified by Zofimus and Jeronn (torn. i. p. 26.). 

(32) The Pagan Zofimus mentions their fanfluary and pilgrl- 
tnmge. The ilfter of, Rufinus, Sylvania, who pafied her life at 
Jerufalem, is famous in monafttc hiftory. i. The ftudious virgin 
had diligently, and even repeatedly, peniied the commentators on 
the Bible» Origen, Gregory, Bafil, &c to the amount of 6vc 
millions of lines, a. At the age of threcfcoie, ftc could boaft, 
that (he had never wafiied her hands, face, or any part of her 
whole body 5 except the tips of her fingers, to receive the com- 
munion. See the Vitae Patram, p. 779* 977* 
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law of nature and fociety, profaned the majefty 
of the prince, and renewed the dangerous exam- 
ples of military licence. The contemplation of 
the univerfal order and harmony had fatisfied 
Claudian of the exiftence of the Deity-, but the 
profperous impunity of vice appeared to contra- 
did his moral attributes; and the fate of Rufinus 
was the only event which could difpel the religi- 
ous doubts of the poet (33). Such an adt might 
vindicate the honour of Providence ; but it did 
not much contribute to the happinefs of the peo- 
ple. In lefs than three months they were in- 
formed of the maxims of the new adminiftra- 
tion; by a fmgular edidt^ which eftabliffied the 
exclufivfe right of the treafury over the fpoils of 
Rufinus; and filenced^ under heavy penalties, 
the prefumptuous claims of the fubjeds of the 
Eaftern empire, who had been injured by his ra- 
pacious tyranny (34). Even Stilicho did not de- 
rive from the murder of his rival, the fruit which 
he had propofed; and though he gratified hia 
revenge, his ambition was difappointed. Under 
the name of a favourite, the weaknefs of Arca- 
dius required a mafter ; but he naturally prefer- 
red the obfequious arts of the eunuch Eutropius, 
who had obtained his domeftic confidence ; and 
the emperor contemplated, with terror and aVer- 
fion, the ftern genius of a foreign warrior. Till 
they were divided by the jealoufy of power, the 
fword of Gainas, and the charms of Eudoxia, 
fupported the favour of the great chamberlain of 

the 

(35) Sec the beautiful exordium of his rnvc6trvc againft Rufi- 
nus, which is curioufly difcuflfed by the fceptic Bayle, DiAionnaire 
Ciiiique, RuFiN. Not. E. 

(54) See the Tlieodofian Code, I. ix. tit. xlii. leg, 14, 15. The 
new minifters attempted, with inconfifient avarice, to feize the 
fpoils of th«ir predcceffor, and to provide for their own future 
fecuiity. 
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the palace: the perfidious Goth, who was ap^ 
pointed mafter-general of the Eaft, betrayed, 
without fcruple, the intereft of his benefa<4or i 
and the fame troops, who had fo lately maf&cred 
the enemy of Stilicho, were engaged to fupport, 
againft him; the independence of the throne of 
Conftantinople. The favourites of Arcadius fo- 
mented a fecret and irreconcileable war againft a 
formidable hero, who afpired to govern, and to 
'defend, the two empires of Rome, and the two 
fons of Theodofius. They inceflantly laboured, 
by dark and treacherous machinations, to deprive 
him of the efteem of the prince, the refpe<5t of 
the people, and the friendihip of the Barbarians. 
The life of Stilicho was repeatedly attempted by 
the da^er of hired aflaffins; and a decree was 
obtained, from the fenate of Conftantinople, to 
declare him an enemy of the republic, and to 
confifcate his ample pofleffions in the provinces 
of the Eaft. At a time when the only hope of 
delaying the ruin of the Roman name, depended 
on the firm union, and reciprocal aid, of all the 
nations to whom it had been gradually commu- 
nicated, the fubjedls of Arcadius and Honorius 
were inftrudted, by their refpedive mafters, to 
view each other in a foreign, and even^ hoftile, 
light ; to rejoice in their mutual calamities, and 
to embrace, as their faithful allies, the Barbari- 
ans, whom they excited to invade the territories 
of their countrymen (^5). The natives of Italy 
affedted to defpife the fervile and effeminate 
Greeks of Byzantium, who prefumed to imi- 
tate the drefs, and to ufurp the dignity, of Ro- 

L 2 man 

(35) Sec Claudian (i Conf. Stilich. I. !• «75« 29a. 296. I. ii- 
tZ')t and Zoiimus^ 1. v. p. 30a* 



»47 
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man fenators(^6) ; and the Greeks had not yet 
forgot the fentiments of hatred and contempt^ 
which their poliftied anceftors had fo long en- 
tertained for the rude inhabitants of the Wcft^ 
The diftin£tion of two governments, which 
foon produced the feparatibn of two nations,, 
will )\xK\{y my defign of fufpending the feries 
of the By2antine hiftory, to profecute^ without 
interruption, the difgraceful^ but memorable,, 
reign of Honorius. 
Revolt of The prudent Stilicho^ inftead of perfifting to 
Giido in force the inclinations of a prince, and people^ 
AD^gfi ^^^ rcjcfted his government, wifely abandoned 
358."^ "Arcadiua to his unworthy favourites ; and his 
reluctance to involve the two empires in a civil 
war, difplayed the moderation of a minifter,. 
who had fo often fignalifed his military fpirit 
and abilities. But if Stilicho had any longer 
endured the revolt of Afrio^ he would have 
betrayed the fcfcurity of the capital, and the ma-- 
jefty of the Weftern emperor, to the capricious 
infolence of a Moorifli rebel. Gildo(37), the 
brother of the tyrant Firmas, had preferved and 
obtained, as the reward of his apparent fidelity^ 
the immenfe patrimony which was forfeited by 
treafon j long and meritorious fervice, in the 

armies 



(36) Claodian turns the conrullhip of the eunuch Eutropiul in- 
to a national reflection (I. ii. 134^). 

■■*■ ■ Plaudcntem cerne (enatutn 
Et Byzantinos proceres^^ Graiofque Qnirites \ 
O patribua plebes, O digni eoniiile patret. 
It is curious to obfenre the firft fymptoms of jealoufy ami (chifiiH 
between old and new Rome, between the Greeks and Latins. 

(37) Claudian niay have exaggerated the vices of Giido { but 
bis Moorifh extraf^ion, his notorious ad^ions, and the complaints 
of St. Auguftin, may juftify the poet's invectives. Baronius 
(Annal. Ecclcf. A. D. 398. No. 35—56.) hat treated the AiipicBa 
rebeliioo with ikill aud iearniog. 
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-armies of Rome, raifed hira to the dignity of a 
smilitary county the narrow policy of tne court 
of Thcodofuis had adopted the nufcttevous ex- 
pedient, of fupporting a legal government by 
«he intereft of a powerful family ; and the bro- 
ther of Firmus was invelled with the com- 
mand of Africa- His ambition foon ufurped 
the adminiftration of jufticc, and of the 
finances, without account, and without con- 
troul ; and he maintained, during a reign of 
twelve years, the poffeffion of an office, from 
which it was impoflible to remove him, without 
the danger of a civil wan During thofe twelve 
years, the provinces of Africa groaned under 
the dominion of a tyrant, who feemed to unite 
the unfeeling temper of a ilranger, with the 
partial refentments of domeftic fadion. The 
xbrms of law were often fuperfcded by the ufe 
of poifon ; and if the trembling gucfts, who 
were invited to the table of Gildo, prefumed to 
€xprefs their fears, the infolent fufpicion ferved 
only to excite his fury, and he loudly fummoned 
the minifters of death. Gildo alternately indulg- 
ed the pailions of avarice and luft (38) ; and if 
his days were terrible to the rich, his nights were 
not Icfs dreadful to huflbands and parents. The 
fau-eft of their wives and daughters were prof* 

tituted 



08) InlUt terribilisvivifi inori«ntibut li«rc8, 

Virsinibus raptor, ihaiamit obicoenos tduller. 
NalTa quie> ; oritur praeda ceflante libido, 
Divitibufqoe dies, ct nox metuenda maritis. 
— Mauris ciariflifna quaeque 

^ Paftidita datur, 
Baronios condeninsy ftill more feTfrely, the licentioufnefs of Gildo $ 
as his wife, his daughter, and his (ifter, were examples of perfe6l 
chaOity. The adulteries of the African foldiers are checked by 
•oe of the Imperial laws. 



I50 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

tituted, to the embraces of the tyrant ; and af- 
terwards abandoned to a ferocious troop of Bar- 
barians and aflaffins, the black, or fwarthy, na- 
tives of the defert ; whom Gildo confidcred as 
the only guardians of his throne. In the civil 
war between Theodofius and Eugenius, the 
count, or rather die fovereign, of Africa, main- 
tained a haughty and fufpicious neutrality ; rc- 
fufed to aflift either of the contending parties 
with troops or veffels, expedted the declaration 
of fortune, and referved for the conqueror, the 
vain profeffions of his allegiance. Such profef- 
fions would not have fatisfied the mailer of the 
Roman world: but the death, of Theodofius, 
and the weaknefs and difcord of his fons, con- 
firmed the power of the Moor; who conde- 
fcended, as a proof of his moderation, to abftain 
from the ufe of the diadem, and to fupply 
Rome with the cuftomary tribute, or rather fub- 
fidy, of corn. In every divifion of the empire, 
the five provinces of Africa were invariably af- 
figned to the Weft ; and Gildo had confented 
to govern that extenfive country in the name of 
Honorius ; but his knowledge of the character 
and defigns of Stilicho, foon engaged him to 
addrefs his homage to a more diftant and feeble 
fovereign. The minifters of Arcadius embraced 
the caufe of a perfidious rebel ; and the delufive 
hope of adding the numerous cities of Afi'ica to 
the empire of the Eaft, tempted them to affert a 
claim, which they were incapable of fupporting, 
either by re^fon, pr by arms (39). 

When 



(39) Tnquc tuam fortem numerofaf tranftulit urbe>. 

Claudian (de Bell. Gildpnico, 230 — 324.) has touched, with 
political delicacy, the intrigues of the Byzantine courts which are 
Jij^ewife mentioned by ^oifmus (1. v. p. $o%,). 
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When Stilicho had given a firm and decifiveHe U con- 
anfwer to the pretenfions of the Byzantine coiirt,j,^^J"^Q„jJ 
lie foltmnly accufed the tyrant of Africa be-fenaw, 
ibre the tribunal, which had formerly judged^- ^•597* 
the kings and nations of the earth; and the 
image of the republic was revived, after a bng 
interval, under the reign of Honorius. The 
emperor tranfmitted an accurate and ample de- 
tail of the complaints of the provincials, and 
the crimes of Gildo, to the Roman fenate 5 and 
the members of that venerable affembly were 
required to pronounce the condemnation of the 
rebel. Their unanimous fuffrage declared him 
the enemy of the republic •, and the decrees of 
the fenate added a facred, and legitimate fane- 
tion, to the Roman arms (40). A people, who 
ftiil remembered, that their anceftors had been 
the mailers of the world, would have applaud- 
ed, with confcious pride, the reprefentation of 
ancient freedom ; if they had not long fince 
been accuilomed to prefer the folid affurance of 
bread, to the unfubftantial vifions of liberty and 
greatnefs. The fubfiftence of Rome depended 
on the harvefts of Afiica ; and it was evident, " 
that a declaration of war would be the fignal of 
femine. The praefeft Symmachus, who prefi- 
"ded in the deliberations of the fenate, admonifh- 
«d the minifter of his juft apprehenfion, that as 
foon as the revengeful Moor ftiould prohibit the 
exportation of corn, the tranquillity, and per- 
haps the fafety, of the capital, would be threat- 
ened by the hungry rage of a turbulent multi- 
tude. 



(40) Symmachus (L W, fpift. 4«) exprefles the judicial forms of 
the lenate ; and Claudian (i Conf, Stiiich. 1. i. 335, &c.) feems to 
feel the fpirit of a Roman. 
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tude (4.1). The prudence of Stilicho conceived, 
and executed, without delay, the moft eflfoftual 
meafure for the relief of the Roman people, A 
large and feafonable fupply of^om, coUefted 
in the inland provinces or Gaul, was embarked 
on the rapid ftream of the Rhone, and tranf- 
ported, by an cafy navigation, from the Rhone 
to the Tyber. During the whole term of the 
African war, the granaries of Rome ware conti- 
nually filled, her dignity was vindicated from 
the humiliating dependence, and the minds of 
an immenfe people were quieted by the calm omi- 
fidence of peace and plenty (42). 
TheAfri- The caufe of Rome, and thccondud of the 
can war, African war, were entrufted by Stilicho, to a 
* '^^'general, adtive and ardent to avenge his private 
injuries on the head of the tyrant. The Ipirit of 
difcord, which prevailed in the houfe of Nabal, 
had excited a deadly quarrel between two of 
his fons, Gildo and Mafcezd (43), The ufurper 
purfued, with implacable rage, the life of his 
younger brother, whofe courage and abilities he 
feared; and Mafcezel, oppreffed by fuperior 
power, took refuge in the court of Milan: where 
he foon received the cruel intelligencie, that his 
two innocent and helplefs children had been 
murdered by their inhuman uncle. The afflic-? 
tion of the fifther w^ fufpended only by the 

defure 



(^i) Cla«|dian liriely dlf^Uys theft complaints of SymmachuSji 
in ^^fpeecb of tlie goddefs of Home^ befoie the thi^one of Jupiter 
(dcBpW. GiMon. al— lag.). 

(4a) See Glaudian (in Etitrop. l.i. 4011 &c. i Conf. Stil. ], i« 
3p6, &c. ii Conf. Stjlich. 91, ice.), 

(43) He was of a mature ape ; fincc he had formerly (A. D, 
373.)ferveda|^ainil hif brother Firm us (Ammian. xxix. 5.]. Clau- 
diatoy who uoderftood the Court of JVlilan, dwells on the injuries, 
rather than the merits, of Mafcezel (de Bell. Gild. 389 — ^4i4.)» 
The Mooriih war was not ^ortby of llonoriusi or Stilichoj &ip« 
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defire of revenge. The vigilant Stilicho already 
prepared to coUedt the naval and military forces 
of the Weftem empire ; and he had rcfolved, if 
the tyrant fliould be able to wage an equal and 
doubtful war, to march againft him in perfon. 
But as Italy required his prefeace, and as it 
might be dangerous to weaken the defence of the 
frontier, he judged it more advifeable, that Maf- 
cezel (hould attempt this arduous adventure, at 
the head of a chofen body of Gallic veterans, 
who had lately fervcd under the ftandard of Eu- 
genius. Thcfe troops, who were exhorted to 
convince the world, that they could fubvert, as 
well as defend, the throne of an ufurpcr, con- 
fifted of the Jovian^ the Herculia% and the Au- 
guJioHj legions; of the Nennan auxiliaries ; of 
the foldiers, who difplayed in their banners the 
fymbol of a //tw>, and of the troops which were 
diftinguilhed by the aufpicious names of Fortu^ 
natc^ and Invincible. Yet fuch was the fmallnefs 
of their eftabliftimcnts, or the difficulty of re- 
crmting, that thcfe /even bands (44), of high 
dignity and reputation in the fcrvice of Rome, 
amounted to no more than five thoufand eflfec- 
tive men (45). The fleets of gallies and tranf- 
ports failed in the tempeftuous weather from the 
port of Pifa, in Tufcany, and fteered their 
courfe to the little ifland of Capraria ; which had 
borrowed that name firom the wild goats, its ori- 
ginal 

(44) CUudian^ Bell. Gild. 415—423. The change of difci- 
pline allowed him to ufe indifferently the names of Legio, Col>Qrsp 
Manipulus. See the Nositia Imperii ^ S. 38. 40. 

(45) Orofius (!. vii. c. 36. p. 565.) qu9lifie8 this account with 
an expreflion of doubt (ut aiunt); and it fcarcely coincides with 
the kvpofun «^a? of Zofimus (I. v. p. 303.)* Vet Claudian, af- 
ter fome declamation about Cadmus*s (bldiers, frankly owns, that 
Stilicho fen t a /mall armyj left the rebel ^uid fly, nt timcare 
timet (i Conf. Stilich* 1. i. 314, icG»), 
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ginal inhabitants, whofe place was now occu- 
pied by a new colonj^jof a ftrange and favagc 
appearance. " Tfiie whole ifland (fays an in- 
'* genious traveller of thofe times) is filled, or 
^ rather defiled, by men, who fly from the 
" light. They call themfelves Monks, or foli- 
" taries, becaufe they chufe to live alone, with- 
" out any witnelfes of their adtions. They fear 
** the gifts of fortune, from the apprehenfion of 
*' lofmg them ; and, left they (hould be mifera- 
" ble, they embrace a life of voluntary wretch- 
** ednefs. How abfurd is their choice ! how per- 
" verfe their underftanding ! to dread the evils, 
*' without being able to fupport the bleflings, of 
*' the human condition. Either this melancholy 
*' madnefs is the efFedt of difeafe, or elfe the 
'* confcioufnefs of guilt urges thefe unhappy 
*' men to exercife on their own bodies the tor- 
** tures which are inflidted on fugitive flaves by 
" the hand of juftice (46)." Such was the 
contempt of a profane magiftratc for the 
monks of Capraria, who were revered, by the 
. pious Mafcezel, as the chofen fervants of 
God (47). Some of them were perfuaded, by 
his entreaties, to embark on board the fleet ; 
and it is obferved to the praife of the Roman * 
general, that his days and nights were employed 
in prayer, fafling, and the occupation of fing- 

ing 

(46) Claud. Rutil. Numatian. Itinerar. i. 439—448. He after- 
wards (515 — 526.) mentions a religious madman on the ifle of 
Gorgona. For iucb profane remarks, Rutilius, and his accom- 
plices, are ftyied, by his commentator, Barthius, rabiofi canes 
diaboli. Tillemont (Mem. Ecdef. tom.xii. p. 471.) more calmly 
obferves, that the unbelieving poet praifes where he means to cen- 
Aire. 

(47) Orofius, I. vii. c. 36. p. 564. Auguftin commends two of 
thefe ftvage faints of the ifle of Goals (epifV. Ixxxi. apud Tille- 
mont, Mem. Eccief. torn. xiii. p. 317. and Baronbs, Annal £c* 
clef. A. D. 398. No. 51.). 
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ing pfalms. The devout leader, who, with 
fuch a reinforcement, appeared confident of 
vidory, avoided the dangerous rocks of Corfica, 
coafted along the eaftcrn fide of Sardinia, and 
fecured his ftiips againft the violence of the 
fouth wind, by calling anchor in the fafe and 
capacious harbour of Cagliari, at the diftancc 
of one hundred and forty miles from the Afirican 
fliores (48). 

Gildo was prepared to refill the invafion with Defeat ana 
all the forces of Afirica. By the liberality of hisf*«t*>of 
gifts and promifes, he endeavoured to Secure 2|'^*|'g^ 
the doubtful allegiance of the Roman foldiers, 
whilll he* attracted to his llandard the dillant 
tribes of Gaetulia and Ethiopia. He proudly 
reviewed an army of feventy thoufand men, 
and boalled, with the rafli prefumption which 
is the forerunner of difgrace, that his numerous 
cavalry would trample under their horfes feet, 
the troops of Mafcezel, and involve, in a cloud 
of burning fand, the natives of the cold regions 
of Gaul and Germany (49). But the Moor, 
who commanded the legions of Honorius, was 
too well acquainted with the manners of his 
countrvmen, to entertain any ferious appre- 
henfion of a naked and diforderly holl of Bar- 
barians ; whofe left arm, inllead of a Ihield, 
was protedled only by a mantle ^ who were 
totally difarmed as foon as they had darted their 
javelin from their right hand ; and whofe horfes 
had never been taught to bear the controul, or 

to 

(4S) Here the fir ft book of the GiMonic war is terminated. The 
reft of Claudian's poem has been loft $ and we are ignorant bowf 
or 'wberey the army made good their landing in Africa. 

( 9) Orolius nnuft be refponfible for the account. The preAimp« 
tlon of Gildo and hU various tuin of Barbarians is celebrated by 
Ciaudian (i Conf. Stil. 1. i. $45— i5S.)« 
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to obey the guidance, of the bridle. He fixed 
his camp or five thoufand veterans in the face 
of a fuperior enemy, and, after the delay of 
three days, gave tte fignal of a general en- 
gagement (50) . As Malcezel advanced before 
the front vrith the feir offers of peace and par- 
don, he encountered one of the foremoft ftan- 
dard-bearers of the Afi-icans, and, on his refufal 
to yield, ftruck him on the arm with his fword. 
The arm, and the ftandard, funk under the 
weight of the blow ; and the imaginary adt of 
fubmiflion was haftily repeated by all the ftan- 
dards of the line. At this fignal, the difaffeft- 
ed cohorts proclaimed the name of their lawfiil 
fovereign; the Barbarians, aftonifhed by the 
defection of their Roman allies, difperfcd, ac- 
cording to their cuftom, in tumultuary flight ; 
and Mafcezel obtained the honours of an eafy, 
and almoft bloodlefs, victory (51). The tyrant 
efcaped from the field of battle to the fea- 
fhore; and threw himfelf into a fmall veifel, 
with the hope of reaching in fafety fome friend- 
ly port of the empire of the Eaft : but the ob- 
ilinacy of the wind drove him back into the 
harbour of Tabraca (52), which had acknow- 
ledged, with the reft of the province, the do- 
minion of Honorius, and the authority of his 
lieutenant. The inhabitants, as a proof of their 

repentance 

(50) St. Ambrofe, wht h«d been dead about « year, rsveakd, 
111 a vifion, the time and place of the viftory. Mafcezel afterwards 
related his dream to Paulinus, the originaJ biographer of the faint, 
from whom it might eafdy pafs to Orofius. 

(51) Zofimus (I. V. p. 305.) fuppofet an obilinatc combat} but 
thif narrative of OroHut appears to conceal a real fa^l, under the 
difguife of a miracie. 

(sa) Tabraca lay between the two Hippos (Cellarius, torn. ii. 
p. ii. p. XI2. 5 d'Anville, torn. iii. p. 84.). Orofius has djftinaiy 
named the field of battle, but our ignorance cannot define the pre- 
cife iituation. 
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repentance and loyalty, feized and confined the 
perTon of Gildo in a dungeon ; and his own 
defpair faved hira from the intolerable torture 
of iupporting the prefence of an injured, and 
vidkorious, brother (53). The captives, and 
the fpoils, of Africa, were laid at the feet of 
the emperor; but Stilicho, whofe moderation 
appeared more confpicuous, and more fuicere, 
in the midft of profperity, ftill afFeded to con- 
fultthe laws of the republic-, and referred to 
the fenate and people of Rome, the judgment 
of the moft illuftrious criminals (54). Their tri« 
al was public and folemn; but the judges, in 
the cxercife of this obfolete and precarious ju- 
rifdiction, were impatient to punifti the Afri- 
can magiftrates, who had intercepted the fub- 
fiftence of the Roman people. The rich arid ' 
guilty province was oppreiTed by the Imperial 
minifters, who had a vifible intereft to multiply 
the number of the accomplices of Gildo ; and if 
an ediA of Honorius feems to check the mali- 
cious induftry of informers, a fubfequent edidt, 
at the diftance of ten years, continues and re- 
news the profecution of the offences which had 
been committed in the. time of the general re- 
bellion {5S)' The adherents of the tyrant who 

efcaped 



(53) The death of Gildo it exprefled by Claudian (t Conf. Stil. 
1. 357. )> and his beft interpreters, Zoiimus and Orofius, 

(54) Claudian (ii Conf. Stilich. 99—119.), defcribes their trial 
(tremuit quos Africa nuper, cernunt roftra reos)^ and applauds 
the reRoration of the ancient conftitution. It is here that he in- 
troduces the famous fentence, fo familiar to the friends of def- 
potifm : 

I Nunquam libertas gratior exQat 

Quam fub regc pio. ■ < 
But the freedom, which depends on royal piety, Icarcely defcrvet 
that appellation. 

' (55) See the Theodofian Code, I, ix. tit, xxxix. leg. 3. tit. xU 
leg. 19. 
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efcaped the firft fury of the foldiers, and th'i^ 
judges, might ddrivc fome confolation from the 
tragic fate of his brother, who could never 
obtain his pardon for the extraordinary fervices 
which he had performed. After he had finifhed 
an important war in the fpace of a fingle 
winter, Mafcezel was received at the court 
of Milan with loud applaufe, afFedted gra- 
titude, and fecret jealoufy {56) ; and his 
death, which perhaps, was the effeft of acci- 
dent, has been confidered as the crime of Stili- 
cho. In the paffage of a bridge, the Mobrifli 
prince, who accompanied the mafter-general of 
the Weft, was fuddenly thrown from his horfe 
into the river •, the officious hafte of the atten- 
dants was reftrained by a cruel and perfidious 
fmile, which they obferved on the countenance 
of Stilicho ; and while they delayed theneceflary 
affiftance, the unfortunate Mafcezel was irreco- 
verably drowned (57). 
Marriage, The joy of the African triumph was happily 
andcharac-connefted with the nuptials of the emperor Ho- 
Ij^J^;?^,^®' norius, and of his coulin Maria, the daughter of 
A. D. 398. Stilicho: and this equal and honourable alliance 
feemed to inveft the powerful minifter with the 
authority of a parent over his fubmiffive pupil. 
The mufe of Glaudian was not filent on this pro- 
pitious day (58) : he fung, in various and lively 

ftrains, 

(56) Stilicho, who claimed an equal (hare in all the viAories of 
Theodofius and his Ton, particularly afferts, that Africa was re- 
covered by the wifdom of bis counfels (fee an Infcription produced 
by Baroniiis.). 

(57) I have foftened the narrative of Zofimus, which, in its 
crude fimplicity, is almoft incredible (1. v. p. 303.). Orofius 
damns the victorious general (p. 538.)> for violating the right of 
fanduary. 

(58) Claudian, as the poet lanreat, compofed a ferious and ela- 
Wate epiihalamium of 340 lines j befides fome gay FefcenniDcs 

which 
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ftrains, the happinefs of the royal pair ; and the 
glory of the hero, who confirmed their union, 
and fupported their throne. The ancient fables 
of Greece, which had almoft ceafed to bethe ob- 
jedt of religious faith, were faved from oblivion 
by the genius of poetry. The pidlure of the 
Cyprian grove, the feat of harmony and love •, 
the triumphant progrefs of Venus over her native 
ieas, and the mild influence which her prefence 
difFufed in the palace of Milan, exprefs to every 
age the natural fentiments of the heart, in the 
juft and pleafing language of allegorical fiftion. 
But the amorous impatience, which Claudian at- 
tributes to the young prince(59), "^^^ excite the 
fmiles of the court ; and his beauteous fpoufe (if 
ftie deferved the praife of beauty) had not much 
to fear or to hope from the paflions of her lover. 
Honorius was only in the fourteenth year of his 
age i Serena, the mother of his bride, deferred, by 
art or perfuafion, the confummation of the royal 
nuptiak ; Maria died a virgin, after (he had been 
ten years a wife ; and the chaftity of the empe- 
ror was fecured by the coldnefs, or^ perhaps, 
the debility, of his conftitution (60). His fub- 
jefts, who attentively ftudied the character of 
their young fovereign, difcovered that Honorius 

was 



which were fufig, in a more Ifcentious tone, on the wedding- 
night. 

(^^) ■■ ' Calet obvius ire 

Jam principes, tardumque cupit difcedere folem. 

Nobilis baud ^Vittr fonipet. 
(de Nuptiis Honor, et Mariae, 287.) and more freely in the Fef- 
cennines (11 a — 116.) 

Dices, O quotiesy hoc mihi dulcius 

Quam flavos decies vincere Sarmatas 

Turn vi^or madido profilias toro 
No£lurni referens vulnera proeiit. 
(60) See Zofimuii 1. v. p. 333* 
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was without paffions, and confequcntly without 
talents ; and that his feeble and languid difpofiti- 
on was alike incapable of difcharging the duties 
of his rank, or of enjoying the picafurcs of his age* 
In his early youth he-made fome progrefs in the 
exercifes of riding and drawing the bow : but he 
foon relinquifhed thefe fatiguing occupations^ 
and the amufement of feeding poultry became 
the ferious and daily care of the monarch of 
the Weft (6 1), who refigned the reins of em- 
pire to the firm and (kilfiil hand of his guar* 
dian Stilicho. The experience of hiftory will 
countenance the fufpicion, that a prince who 
was born in the purple, received a worfe edu- 
cation than the meaneft peafant of his domi- 
nions; and that the ambitious minifterfuffered 
him to attain the age of manhood, without at- 
tempting to excite his <:6urage, or to enlight- 
en his underftanding (62). The predeceSbrs 
of Honorius were accuftomed to animate, by 
their example, or at leaft by their prefence, 
the valour of the legions; and the dates of 
their laws atteft the perpetual activity of their 
motions through the provinces of the Roman 
world. But the fon of Theodofious pafled the 
flumber of his life, a captive in his palace, a 
ftrangex in his country, and the patient, al- 
moft the indifferent, fpeftator of the ruin of 
the Weftern empire, which was repeatedly 
attacked, and finally fubverted, by the arms 

of 



(61) Procopius cfe Bell. Gotliico, I. i. c. a. I have bor- 
rowed the general prafkice of Honorius, without adopting the 
fingular, and, indeed, improbable tale, which ift related by the 
Greek hiitorian, 

(62) Theieflbnsof Theodofius, or rather Claudian (iv Conf. 
Honor. 214—418.), might Gompofe a fine inftitution for the future 
prince of a great and free nation. It was far above Honorius, and 
'hifi degenerate fubjedls. 
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of the Barbarians. In the eventful hiftory of 
a reign of twenty eight years, it will feklom 
be neceflary to mention the name of the em- 
peror Honoriiis. 
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CHAP. XXX. 

J^evob of the Goths.'-^fhey plunder Greece. — ^w$ 
great Invajms of Italy by Alaric and Radagaijus. 
— •T'A^^ are repulfed by ^tilichp. — The Germans 
over-run Gaul.— Ufurfation of Omfiantine in th$ 
JVefi. — Difgraceand death of 6tilicho. 

Kevoitof TF the fubjefts of Rome could be ignorant 
tiieGothf,J|[ of their obligations to the great Theodofius, 
A. D. 395- they were too foon convinced, how painfully 
the fpirit and abilities of their deceafed empe- 
ror had fupported the frail and mouldering e- 
dificc of the i^epublic. He died hi the 
month of January ; and before the end of the 
winter of the fame year, the Gothic nation 
was in arms(i). The Barbarian auxiliaries e- 
re£ted their independent ftandardj and boldly 
avowed the hoftile defigns, which they had long 
cheriflied in their ferocious minds. Their coun- 
trymen, who had been condemned, by the 
conditions of the laft treaty, to a life of 
tranquillity and labour, deferted their farms 
at thefirft found of the trumpet; and eager- 
ly refumed the weapons which they had re- 
luctantly laid down. The barriers of the Da- 
nube were thrown open ; the favage warriors 
of Scythia iffucd from their forefts j and the 
uncommon feverity'of the winter allowed the 
poet to remark, ** that they rolled their pon- 
" derous waggons over the broad and icy back 

« of 

(x) The revolt of the Gethst and the blockade of Conftanti- 
BOple, are diftin£Uy mentioned by Claudian (in Rufin. i. ii. 7— * 
ioo.)f Zofnnus (U v. p. •9a.}t and Joroandes (de Rebut Gelicit^ 
c. ^9.), 
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** of the indignant river (2)/* The unhappy 
natives of the provinces to the South of the 
Danube, fubmitted to the calamities, which, in 
the courfe of twenty years, were almoft grown 
familiar to their im^nation; and the various 
troops of Barbarians, who gloried in the Go- 
thic name, were irregularly fpread from the 
woody (bores of Dalmatia, to the walls of 
Conftantinople (3) . The interruption, or at 
leaft the diminution, of the fubfidy, which 
the Goths had received from the prudent li- 
beraKty of Theodofius was the fpecious pre-^ 
tence of their revolt : the af&ont was embit- 
ter^ by their contempt for the unwarlike fons 
of Theodofius ; and their refentment was in- 
flamed by the weaknefs, or treachery, of the 
minifter of Arcadius. The frequent vifits of 
Rufinus to the camp of die Barbarians, whofe 
arms and apparel he afFedted to imitate, 
wereconfidered as a fufficient evidence of his 
guilty correfpondence: and the public enemy, 
from a motive either of gratitude or of policy, 
was attentive, amidft the general devaftation, 
to fpare the private eftates of the unpopular 
prsBtedt. The Goths, inftead of being impelled 
oy the blind and headftrong paffions of their 
chiefs, were now direfted by the bold and art- 
ful genius of Alaric. That renowed leader was 
M z defcended 

(1) ■ Alii per tcrga ferocit 

Danubii folidata ruunt $ expertaque remit 
Frangunt ftagna rotis. 
Gtatidiao and Ovid often amafe' their fancy by interclianging the 
metaphors and properties' of liquid wzttr, Mid folid \ct» Much 
falfe wit has been expended in this eafy cxerci(e. 

()) Jerom^ torn. i. p. a6. He endeavours to comfort his friend 
Heliodoru8> bifliopof Altinum, fortheiofsof bis nephew Nepo- 
tian, by a curious recapitulation of ali the public and private mif- 
fortunes of the times. See Tillemont, Mem. Ecdef. torn. xii. p. 
p.aoo, &c. 
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defcended from the noble race of the Balti (4) j 
which yielded only to the royal dignity of the 
Amali : he had folicited the command of the 
Roman armies ; and the Imperial court pro- 
voked him to demonftrate the folly of their re- 
fufal, and the importance of their lofs. What- 
ever hopes might be entertained of the conqueft 
of Conttantinople, the judicious general fopn 
abandoned an impracticable enterprife. In the 
midft of a divided court, and a difcontented 
people, the emperor Arcadius was terrified by 
the afpeft of the Gothic arms: but the want of 
wifdom and valour was fupplied by the ftrength 
of the city ; and the fortifications, both of the 
fea and land, might fecurely brave the impotent 
and random darts of the Barbarians. Alaric 
difdained to trample any longer on the proftrate 
and ruined countries of Thrace and Dacia, and 
he refblved to feek a plentiful harveft of fame* 
and riches in a province which had hitherto ef- 
caped the ravages of war (5). 
Aiaric The charadter of the civil and military officers, 

inarches 6n whom Rufinus had devolved the government 
Greece ^^ Greece, ' confirmed the public fufpicion, that 
A»D. 396.he had betrayed the ancient feat of freedom and 
learning to the Gothic invader. The proconful 
Antiochus was the unworthy* fon of a refped- 

able 



(4) Ballha, or bold: orlgo mirifica, fays Jornandes (c. 29.). 
This illuftrieus race long continued to flourifh in France, in the 
Gothic province of Septimania, or l^anguedoc } under the cor- 
rupted appellation of Baux : and a branch of that faonily after* 
iw4rds Settled in the kingdom of Naples (Grotius in Prolegono. ad 
Hift. Gothic, p. S3.). The lords of Baux/ near Aries, and o£ 
feventy nine fubordinare places, were independent of the countft. 
of Provence (Longuerue, Defcription de laVrance, torn. i. p. 
357.). 

(5) Zo(imus(I. V. p. 193— 295.) >6 our beft guide for the con- 
queft of Greece : but the hiqi^ and allufioa of Claudian arc i* 
many rays of hilloric light* 
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able father; and Gerontius, who commanded- 
the provincial troops, was mudi- better qua-' 
lified to execute the oppreflive orders of a ty- 
rant, than to defend, with courage and ability, 
a country moft remarkably fortified by the hand 
of nature. Alaric had traverfed, without r^ 
fiilance, the plains of Macedonia and Theflaly, 
as far as the foot of Mount Oeta, a -fteep and 
woody range of hills, almoft impervious to his 
cavalry. They ftrctched from Eaft to Weft, 
to the edge of the fea-fhore-, and left, between 
the precipice and the Malian Gulf, an interval 
of three hundred feet, which, in fome places, 
was contradled to a road capabJe of admitting 
only a fingle carriage (6). In this narrow pafs 
of Thermopylae, where Leonidas, and the three 
hundred Spartans had glorioufly devoted their 
lives, the Goths might have been flopped, or 
deftioyed, by a flcilful general ; and perhaps 
the view of that facred fpot nught have kind- 
led fome fparks of military ardour in the 
breafts of the degenerate Greeks. The troops 
which had been poftcd to defend the ftreights of 
Thermopylae, retired, as they were direfted, 
without attempting to difturb the fecure and 
rapid paflage of the Alaric (7)^V and the fertile 
fields of Phocis, and Baeotia, were ihftantly co- 
vered with a deluge- of Barbarians : who maf&- 
a-ed the males of an age to bear arms, and 
drove away the beautiful females, with the fpoil, 
and cattle, of the flaming villages. The travel- 
lers, 

(6) Compare Herodotus (1. vii. c. 176.) and Liry (xxxvi. i^.)» 
The narrow entrance of Greece was probably enlarged by each 
fucceflivc raviflier. 

* (7) He paffed, fays Eunapius (in Vit Philofoph. p. 93. edit. 
Commelin, 1596.)* through the ftreights^ ^a, tup mv\u9 (of 
Thermopylae) »ji^9w, wrv%^ V rflA»i «»» »wwoxgoT« c;«^mi 
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lers, who vifited Greece feveral years after^ 
wards, could cafily difcover the deep and bloody 
traces of the march of the Goths j and Thcb^ 
was lefs indebted for her prefervation to the 
ftrength of her feven gates, than to the eager 
hafte of Alaric, who advanced to occupy the 
city of Athens, and the important harbour of 
the Pirajus. The fame impatience urged him 
to prevent the delay and danger, of a fiege, by 
the offer of a capitulation j and as foonas the? 
Athenians heard the voice of the Gothic herald, 
they were eafily perfuaded to deliver the great- 
eft part of their wealth, as the ranfom of thts 
city of Minerva, and its inhaibitants. The 
treaty was ratified by folemn oaths, and obferv- 
cd with mutual fidelity. The Gothic prince, 
with a fmall and fele6l train, was admitted 
within the walls ; Jie indulged himfelf in the 
r.efre(hment of the bath, accepted a fplendid 
banquet which was provided by the ma^ftrate, 
and afFeded to (hew that he was not ignorant of 
the. manners of civilifed nations (8)- But tho 
whole territory of Attica, from the promontory 
of Sunium to the town of Megara, was blailed 
by his baleful prefence ; and, if we may ufe 
the comparifon of a contemporary philofopher, 
Athens itfelf refembled the bleeding and empty 
ikin of a flaughtered vi^im- The diftance between 
Megara and Corinth could not much exceed 
thirty miles j but ^c hd road^ an expreffive 

. name, 

(8) In obedience to Jerom, and Claudian (in Rufin. I. ii. i9i.)» 
I have mixed fome darker colours in the mild reprefentatipn of Zo- 
fimus, who wiflicd to foften the calamities of Athens. 

Nee fera Cecropias traxiffept yincula matres* 
Synefius (Epift. clvi. p. 27a. edit. PetaT.)» obfcrvcs, that Athens, 
whofe fufferings he imputes to the proconAirsavaricey was at that 
pme lefs famo^s for her fchools 9/ philofophy (hai^ for her tra^fs 
of honey. t t 
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name, which it fiill bears among the Giedcs, 
yms^ or m^ht eafily have been imde, impafla- 
b\t ftir ihiB march of an enemy. The thick 
^and ploomy woods of Mount Cithsron covert 
the inland country ; the Scironian rodcs ap 
proached the water's edge, and hang over tne 
Tiarrow and winding path, which was confined, 
above fix miles along the fea-fliore (9). The 
"paflage of thofe rocks, fo infamom in every 
age, was terminated by the iilhmus of Corinth ; 
«Qd a (mall body of firm and intrepid foldiers 
might have fucce&fuUy defended a temporary 
intrenchment of five or fix miles firom the 
Ionian to the JEgean fea. The confidence of 
the cities of Feloponnefus, in their natural 
rampart, had tempted them to negleft the care 
of thdr antique walls ; and the avarice of the 
Roman governors had exhaufted and betrayed 
the unhappy province (10). Corinth, Argos, 
Sparta, yielded without rrfiftance to the arms 
of the Goths ; and the moft fortunate of the 
inhabitants were faved, by death, firom behold- 
ing the flavery of their famili^, and the con- 
iJagration of their ciries(ii). The vafes and 

ftatue^ 

^^) «— ^ Vallata nari Scirenia rapes, 

£t duo cootinuo cornieftcDi arquora muro 
Ifthmos— — 

Claudiande Bell. Getico, i8t. 
The Scironian rocks are defcribed by Paufanias (U u c. 44. p. 
107. edit. Kuhn) and our modern travellers, Wheeler (p. 436*) 
and Chandler (p. 298.}* Hadrian made the road pailable for two 
carriages, 

(xo) CUudian (inRufin. 1. iu 186. and de Bello Qetico, 6iu 
ice.) vmguely, though forcibly, dehneates the fceoe of rapine and 
dkftro&ion. 

(i i) Tpi fAMMo^ A«MM» MM WT^flUSK, &«. Thefe generous 
lines of Homer (Odyff. I. v. 306.) were tranfcribcd by one of the 
captive youths of Corinth s ^nd the tears of Mommius may prove 
that the rude conqueroTi tboueb be was ignorant of the value of an 

origi»a(. 
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ftatues were diftributed ampng the Barbarians^^ 
with more r^ard.to the value of the materials, 
than to the elegance of the workmanlhip ; the 
female captives fubmitted to the laws of war ; 
the enjoyment of beauty was the reward of 
valour;, and the Greeks could not reafonably 
..complain of an abufe, which was juftifiedby 
the exampld of the heroic times (i2). The de- 
fcendants of that extraordinary people, who 
had confidered valour and difcipline as the 
walls of .Sparta, no longer remembered the ge* 
nerous reply of their anceftors to an invader 
more formidable than Alaric. ' " If thoji art a 
*' god, thou wilt not hurt thofe who have ne- 
*' ver injured thee ; if thou art a man, ad- 
" vance;T— and thou wilt find me^n equal to 
" thyfelf (j 3)..*' From Thermopylae to Sparta, 
the leader of the Goths purfued his viftorious 
march without encountering any mortal anta- 
gonifts ; but one of the advocates of expiring Pa^- 
ganifm has confidently aflferted, that the walls of 
Athens were guarded by the goddefs Minerva, 
with her formidable Mgis^ and the angry phan- 
tom of Achilles (14) ; and t)iat; the conqueror 
was difmayed by the prefence of the hoftile 

dei^es 

original piAure^ poffcffed the piireft fource of good taftc, a bene- 
volent heart (Plutarch, Syrapofiac. 1. ix. torn. ii. p. 757. edit* 
Wechel.). 

(i») Homer perpetually dc'cribcs th^ exemplary patience of 
thefe female captivci, who gave their charms, and even their 
hearts, to the murderers of their' fathers, brothers, &c. Such a 
paflion (of Eriphile for Achilles) is touched with admirable deii* 
cacy by Racine. 

(13) Plutarch (in Pyrrho,tom. ii. p. 471. edit. Brian) gives the 
genuine anfwer in the Laconic diale£l. Pyrrhus attacked Sparta 
with 25,000 foot, 2^00 horfe, and 04 elephants : and the defence of 
that open town is a fine comment on the laws of Lycurgvs, evm 
in the laft ftageof decay. 

(14) Such, perhaps, as Homec (Iliad, xx, 164.) has fo nobly 
paiQte^ him. 
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deities of Greece. In an age of miracles, it 
would perhaps be unjuft to difpute the claim of 
the hiiiorian Zofimus to the common benefit ; 
yet it cannot be diffembled, that the mind of 
Alaric was ill prepared to receive, either in 
flceping or waking vifions^ the impreflions of 
Greek fuperftition. The fongs of Homer, and 
the fame of Achilles, had probably never reach- 
ed the car of the illiterate Barbarian-^ and the 
Oiriftian faith, which he had devoutly em- 
braced, taught him to defpife the imaginary 
deities of Rome and Athens. The invahon of 
the Goths, inftead of vindicating the honour, 
contributed, at leaft accidentally, to extirpate 
the laft remains of Faganifm ; and the myfte- 
ries of Ceres, which had fubfifted eighteen hun- 
dred years, did not furvive the deftrudtion of 
Eleiifis, and the calamities of Greece (15). 

The laft hope of a people who could noHclsat- 
longer depend on their arms, their gods, or their racked by 
fovereign, was placed in the powerful affiftance^'*'^*^^' . 
of the general of the Weft ; and Stilicho, who ' ' ^^^* 
had not been permitted to repulfe, advanced to 
chaftife, the invaders of Greece (16). A nu- 
merous fleet was equipped in the ports of Ita- 
ly ; and the troops, after a (hort and profoe- 
rous navigation over the Ionian fea, were fately 
difembarked on the ifthrtius, near the ruins of 
Corinth. The woody and mountainous country 
of Arcadia, the fabulous refidence of Pan and 

the 



(15) Eunapitts (in Vit. Philofoph. p. 90—93.) intimatM, that 
a troop of Monks betrayed Greece, and followetl the Gothic 
camp. 

(16) For Stilicho^s Greek war, compare the honeft narrative of 
Zortmus(l. V. p. 295* 296. )» with the curious circumftantial flat- 
tery of Claudian (i Conf. Stilich. 1. i. 172—186. ir C»nf. Hon. 
459^487.). xAs the event was not glorious, it is artfully thrown 
into the fiiade. 
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the Dryads, became the fcene of a long and 
doubtful conflid between two generals not un* 
worthy of each other. The (kill and pcrfeve* 
ranee of the Roman at length {nrevaikd : and 
the Goths, after fuilaining a conikierable lo(s 
from difeafe and defertion, gradually retreated 
to the lofty mountain of Pholoe, near the 
iburces of the Peneus, and on the frontiers of 
Eiis; a facred country, which had formerly 
been exempted from the calamities of war (ly). 
The camp of the Barbarians was immediately 
befieged : the waters of the river (i8) were di- 
vert^ into another chann 1 ; and while they 
laboured under the intolerable preifure of thirll 
and hunger, a ftroi^ line of circumvallation 
was formed to prevent their efcape. After thefe 
precautions, Stilicho, too c6nfident of vifto y^ 
retired to enjoy his triumph, in the theatriod 
g^es, and iafcivious dances, of the Greeks ; 
his foldiers, deferting their ftandards, fpread 
themfelves over the country of their allies, 
which they ftripped of all that had been faved 
from the rapacious hands of the enemy. Alaric 
appears to have feized the favourable moment 

to 

(17) The troops who marched through Elis delivered up their 
arms. This fecurity enriched the Eteans, who were lovers of a 
rural life. Riches begat pride $ they diftlained their privilege, and 
they fuRbred. Polybius advifes them to retire once more withm 
their magic circle. See a learned and judicious difcourie on the 
Olympic gamest which Mr. Weft has prefixed to his tranflation of 
Ptndar. 

(18) Claudian (in iv Conf. Hon. 4S0.) alludes to the fa6V, with- 
omfnaming the river : perhaps the Alpheut (i Conf. Stil. K i« 

185.)- 

-— — Et Alpheus Geticis anguftos acervis 
T«rdior ad Siculos etiamnum prrgit amores. 
Vet I ihould prefer the Peneus, a (haUow ftream in a wide and 
deep bedy which runs through £iis> and falls into the fea below 
Cyllene. It had been joined with the Alpheus, to deanfe the Au- 
gean ftable (CclUrius* im». u p* 760. Chandler's Travels, p. 
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to execute one of thofe hardy enterprifes, iu 
which the abi^ties «f a general are difplayed 
with more eenuine luftre, than in the tumult 
of a day oit battle. To extricate himfelf from 
the prifon of Peloponnefus, it was neceii^ry that 
he fliould pierce the intrenchments which fur- 
rounded his camp ^ that he fhould perform a 
difficult and dangerous march of thirty miles, 
as fur as the Gulf of Corinth; and that he 
ihould tranfport his troops, his captives, and 
his fpoil, over an arm of the fea, wliidi, in theEfcap^t^ 
narrow interval between Rluum and the oppo-^P""^" 
fite fliore^ is at leaft half a mile in breadth (19}. 
Tht operations of Alaric muft have been fecret, 
prudent and rapid; fince the Rqnlian general 
was confounded by the intelligence, that the 
Ooths, who had eluded his efforts, were in 
full pofleffion of the im|x>rtant provmce of 
Epirus. This unfortunate delay allowed Alaric 
fuiSicient time to conclude the treaty, whidi 
he fecretly negociated, with the minifters of 
Conftantinopk. The apprehenfion of a civil 
war compelled Stilidio to retire, at the haughty 
mandate of his rivals, from the dominions of 
Arcadius; and he refpe^ted, in the enemy of 
Rome, the honourable charafter of the ally and 
fervant of the emperor of the Eaft. 

A Grecian philofopher (20), who vi&ed Con*- Alaric it 
ftantinople foon after the death of Theodofius-^J^law*! 

(19) $tnba» K Viif. p- 5I7. PliB. Hift. Kator. iv. |. Whee- 
]er» p. 308. Chandl«r« p. 175. They meafured^ from different 
pointty the diftaoce between the tvo lands. 

(so) Synefiuapail&d three years (A.. D. S9Y'-*4PoO at Conftan* 
Cinople, as deputy from Cyrene to the emperor Arcadiue. H9 
prelented him with a crown of gold, and pronounced before him 
the inftru&iTe oration de Regno (p. t — $%, edit. Petav. Paris 
i6j«.). The Philoibphcr was made bifliop of Ptolemws, A. D. 
41 09 and died about 430. See TUlcmoQt, Afem* Bccki^ torn* %u^ 
P* ^9* SS^' 603—68^. 
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Eaftcrn M-publiflied his liberal opinions concerning the 
a! 'Sr* 8 ^"^^^ ^^ ^^^&j ^^d the iltce o£.lh« Ronlaft re* 
'^^ 'public. S>nefius obferves, and deplores the 
fetal abufc,. which the impiudent-bounty o£ the 
late emperor had intiodifced into the mitttary 
fervice. The citizens, :arxd fubjcds, had- pur- 
chafed an exemption frbra the indifpenfable 
.duty of defending their country ; which was 
fupported by the afmSi^of Barbarian mercena- 
ries. The .ftigitives Df Scythia werepermitted 
*• to difgrace the illuftrious digirities of the em* 

pirc •, theif ferocious. \y oath, who difdained-tbe 
falutary reftraint! of laWs, were more anxious 
to acquire the. riches, than to imitate the arts, 
of a people, the objeit of their contempt and 
hatred ; and the power of the Goths was the 
ftone of Tantalus, perpetually fulpr nde4 over 
the peace and fafety of ^the devoted ftate. ; The 
meafures,. .which Synefius. ' recommends, are 
the didtates of a bold .and generous patriot. 
He exhorts the emperor to revive the. courage 
,bf his fubjefts, by the example x)f manly vir- 
tue jtd banifti JvxuryAamthe court, and from 
the camp;, to iiibflirute. In- the place of the 
Barbarian inercenarids,an'army of men, inte- 
relied, in the defence .of their laws and of their 
property ; to forces in fuch a • moment of pub- 
lic danger, .-the mf-chanic from hisfftiop, and the 
philofopher from.his fchool ;. Jto roufe the indor 
• fent, citizen from his dream of pleafure, and to 
arm, for the proteftion of agriculture, the 
hands of the laborious hnlbandman. At the 
head df fuch troops*, who might deferve the 
name^ and would difplay the fpirit, of Romans, 
he animates the fon of Th^odofius to encounter 
ia.race of Barbarians, whp were deftitute of any 
real courage-, and never to lay down: his arms, 

• tin 
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till he had chafed them, far ^way \i\io the foli- 
tudes of » Scy thia ; or h^ reduced them to the 
ftate of ignominious fervitude, which the La- 
cedaemonians formerly impofedon the captive 
Helots (21). The court of Arcadius indulged 
the zeal, applauded the eloquence^ and ne- 
glefted the advice, of Synefius. Perhaps the 
philefopher, who addreffes the emperor of the 
Eaft, in the language of reafon and virtue, 
which he might have ufed to a Spartan king, . 
had not condefcended to form a practicable 
fcheme, confiftent with the temper, and cir- 
cumftances, of a degenerate age. Perhaps the 
pride of the minillers, whofe bufinefs was fel- 
dorrl interrupted by refleftion, might i^eje^t, as 
wild and vifionary, every propofal, which ex- 
ceeded the meaftire of their capacity, and de- 
viated from the forms and precedents of office. 
While the oration of Synefius, and the* dovvn- 
fal of the Barbarians, were the topics of popu-. 
lar converfation, an edift was publiflied at Con-, 
ftantinople, which declared the pr(;motion of^ 
Alaric to the* rank ot mafteir-general 'of .the, 
Eaftern invr\ijum. The Roman . provincials,', 
and the* "allies, ' who had refpedled the faith of 
treaties, w^re juftly indignant, that the ruin of 
Greece and Epirus. fhould be fo liberally re- 
warded. The Gothic conqueror w^ received 
as a lawful magiftrate, in the cities which he 
had fo lately befieg^d, ..The fathers^ whofe 
fons he had mafficred, the hulbands, whofe 
wives he had' violated, were fubj^rt to .his au- 
thority : and the luccefs of "his rebellion encou- 
rag?*d the 'ambition of every leader of the fb- 
reign mercenaries. The ufe to which Alaric 

applied 

• («i) Synefius de Regno^ f» 2x-^a6a 
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applied his nevtr command, difiinguUhes the fimi 
and judicious charadter of his policy. He iflued 
his orders to the four magazines and manufac- 
tures of oflEenfivc and defenfive arms, Margus, 
Ratiaria, Naiflus, and ThelTalonica, to provide 
his troops with an extraordinary fupply of Ihieids, 
helmets, fwords, and fpears ; the unhappy pro* 
vincials were compelled to forge the inununents 
of their own deftruftion ; and the Barbarians re- 
moved the only defedt which had fometimes dif- 
appointed the efforts of thdr courage (z2). The 
birth of Alaric, the glory of his paft exploits, 
and the confidence in his future deugns, infenfi- 
bly united the body of the nation under his vic- 
torious {landard ; and, with the unanimous con- 
fent of the Barbarian chieftains, the mafter-gc- 
neral of lUyricum was elevated, according to an- 
cient cufiom, on a fliield, and folemnly proclaim- 
^£%.ed king of the Vifigoths (23). Armed with this 
gaihu double power, feated on the verge of the two em- 
JMres, he alternately fold his deceitful promifes 
to the courts of Arcadius and Honorius (24) ; 
till he declared and executed his refii|ution of in- 
vading the dominions of the Weft. The pro- 
vinces 

(i«) ■ qui foBdera rurhpit 

Dicaturt 401 fervatteget : vaifator Achiv« 
Gentit^ et Epirum nuper populatut inoltam 
Pnefidet Illyrico > jam, quos obfeditt amicot 
Ingredittir maros ; iJlift rcfponfa daturas 
Qjjorum coojugibus potitur, natofifut peremit. 
Ciaudian inEutrop. 1. ii. 4ia. Alaric aoplauds bis own policf 
(de Bell. Getic. 531—543.), in tbeuTcor which be had made of 
thislllyrian jurifili^lion. 

(23) Jonwndes, c. 29. p. 651. The Gothic kiftorian addfl« 
with unuAiaJ fpirit, Cum fuis deliberans fuafit fuo labore quaerere 
fcgna, quam alitnis per otium fubjaceir. 

(14) ■ Difcors odiifque anceps civilibus Orbit 

Non Amvit tutatadiu, dum foedera fallax . 
Ludity italternaKperjuria veaditat aulsc. 

Uaudian de Bell. Get. 565, 
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vinces of Europe which belonged to the Eailem 
onporor^ were already exhaulted ; thofe of Afia 
were inacceffible ; and the flrength of Conftanti- 
nople had refilled his attack. But he was tempt- 
ed by the fame, the beauty, the wealth of 
Italy, which he had twice vifited ; and he fe- 
credy afpired to plant the Gothic ftandard on 
the walls of Rome, and to enrich his army 
with the accumulated fpoils of three hundred tri- 
umphs (25). 

The fcarcity of fefts (26), and the uncertainty He in?a4ei 
«>f dates (27), oppofe our attempts to defcribe J^^- 
the circumftances of thefirft invaiion of Italy by J^'^^^ 
the arms of Alarc. His march, perhaps trom 
Theffalonica, through the warlike and hoftile 
country of Pannonia, as far as the foot of the . 
Julian Alps^ his pailage of thofe mountains, 
which were ftrongljr guarded by troops and in- 
trenchmcnts; theuegeof Aquileia, andthecon- 
queft of the provinces of Iftria and Venetia, ap- 
pear to have employed a confiderable time. Un- 
lefe his operations were extremely cautious and 

flow, 

(25) Alpibut Italiae ruptis penctrabis ad Urbem. 

This authentic predidion was- announced by AUrtc, or at teaft 
by Claudian (de Bell. Geticoy 547.}» ^^v^n years before the event. 
But as it was not accompli fhed within the term which had been 
raftily fixed, the interpreters efcaped through an ambiguous 
Ineaning^!. • 

(26) Oiir bcft materials are 970 vcrfcs of Claudian, in the 
poem on the Gctic wnr, and the beginning of that which cele- 
brates the fixth confulfliip of Honorius. Zofimus is totaJJjr 
fitent i and we are reduced to fuch fcraps, or rather crumbs, as 

^ we can pick from Orofiti% and the Chronicles. 

(27) Notwithlianding the gio(8 crroi-s of Jomandes, who con* 
founds the Italian wars of Alaric (c. %^,\ his date of the con- 
fulffaip of Stilicbo and Aurelian (A. D. 400.) is firm and ref« 
peaablt. It is certain, from Claudian (Tillemoat Hift. dct 
£mp. torn. V. p. 8o4.)9 t^^^ ^^^ battle of Pollentia wag fought 
A. D. 403 i but we cannot cafily fijl the intervtl. 
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flow, the length of the interval would fuggeft a 
probable fufpicion, that the Gothic king retreated 
towards tlie banks of the Danube i and reinforc- 
ed his army with frefli fwarms of Barbarians, be- 
fore he again attempted to penetrate into the 
heart of Italy. Since the public and important 
events efcape the diligence of the hiftorian, he 
may amufe himfelf with contemplating, for a mo- 
ment, tiie»influence of the arms of Alaric on the 
fortunes of two obfcure individuals, a prelbyter 
• of Aqurleia, and an hulbandman of Verona. 
The learned Rufinus, who was fummoned by his 
enemies to appear before a Roman fynod (28), 
wifely preferred the dangers of a befieged city j 
and the Barbarians, who furioufly (hook the 
walls of Aquileia, might fave him from the cruel 
fenten^e of another heretic, who^ at the requeft 
of the fame bifliops, was fev^rely whipped, and 
condemned to perpetual exile on a defert 
ifland (29). The old man (30), who had paffed 
his fimple and innocent life in the neighbourhood 
of Verona, was a ftranger to the quarrels both of 
kings and bifhops; his pleafures, his defires, his 
knowledge, were confined within the little circle 
of his paternal farm ; ^nd a ftafF fupported his 
^ed fteps, on the fame ground where he had 

fported 

{28) Tantum Romanae urbU judicium fu^is, ut magis obfidio- 
nem barbaricaiDy <{\xzm . pacaia urbis judicium velis fuftinere. 
Jerora. torn. ii. p. 239. Rufinus underftood his own danger : the 
peaceful city was inflamed by the beldam Marcella, and the reft 
of Jeron's faftion* 

(29) fovinian, the enemy of fads and of celibacy, who was 
perfecutedy and infulted by the furious Jerom (Jortin^s Remarks, 
vol. iv. p. 104, ^^0- ^ ^^ original edi6l of bantfliment in 
the Theodofian Code, 1. xvi. tit. v. leg. 43. 

(30) This epigram (de Sene VeronenA qui fuburbium nufquam 
egreflus eft), is one of the earlieft and moft pleafing compofitions 
ot Claudian. CowIey^s imitation (Hurd's edition, vol. ii. p. 241.)- 
has feme natural and happy ftrokcs : but it is much inferior to the 
•riginal portrait, which is evidently drawn from the life. 
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fported in his infancy. Yet even this humble 
and ruftic felicity (which ClaiKilan defcribes with 
fomuchtnith and feeling), was ftill expofed to 
the undillinguifliing rage of war. His trees, his 
old contemporary trees (31), muft blaze in the 
€onflagrati »n of the whole country ; a detach- 
ment of Gothic cavalry might fweep away his 
cottage and his family 5 and the power of Alaric 
could deftroy this happinefs, which he was not 
able, cither to tafte, or to beftow. *' Fame,"* 
fays the poet, " encircling with terror her gloomy 
** wings, proclaimed the march of the Barbarian 
**' army, and filled Italy with confternation :'• the 
apprehenfions of each individual were increafed 
in juft proportion to the meafurc of his fortune : 
and the molt timid^ who had already embarked 
their valuable efFedts, meditated their efcapc to 
the ifland of Sicily, or the African coaft. The 
public diftrefs was aggravated by the fears and 
reproaches of fuperftition (32)» Every hour pro* 
duced fome horrid tale of ftrange and portentous 
accidents : the Pagans deplored the negledt of 
omens, and the interruption of facrifices ; but 
the Chriftians ftill derived fome comfort from the 
powerful interceffion of the faints and mar-r 
tyrs(33). 

VoL.V.— F N The 

(31) Ingciitem meminlt parvo qui gtrmine qnercum 
^quaevumque videt confenuiffe neitjus. 

A netghbouring wood born v^ith himfeif he lecs^ 
, And lovts his old contemporary trecSk 

In this paf&ge> Cowley .is perhaps (bperior to hisoHginal j 9X\i 
the Englifh poet» who was a good botanift, has concealed tht 
•o^/, under a more general rxprcflion. 

(3a) Claudiaa deBelK Get. i95-*.a66. He may reem prolix t 
but fear and fuperftition occupied as large a fpacc in the minds of 
tht Italians. 

(33) From the paffagesof Paulinus, which Baronius has pro- 
duced (Annal. Eccief. A,D. 403, No. si.)f « is manifeft that 
the general alarm had pervaded all Italy, as far as Nola in Cara- 
paniai where that famous penitent had fixed his abode. 
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Honoriai fhe empcrof Honofius was diftmguifhed, 
MifanT'" above his fubjefts, by the pre-eminence of fear, 
A.D.4oj.as well as of rank. The pride and luxury in 
which he was educated, had not allowed him ta 
fufpeft, that there exifted on the earth any power 
prefumptuous enough to invade the repofeof the 
fucceffor of Auguftus. The arts of flattery con- 
cealed the impending danger, till Alaric ap- 
proached the palace of Milan. But when h c- 
found of war had awakened the young emperor,' 
inftead of flying to arms with the fpirit, or evea 
therafhnefs, of his age, he eagerly Uftened ta 
thofe timid counfellors, who propofed to convey 
his facred perfon, and his faithful attendants, to 
fome fecure and diftant (tation in the provinces of 
Gaul. Stilicho alone (34) had courage and autho- 
rity to refift this difgraceful meafure, which 
would have abandoned Rome and Italy to the 
Barbarians ; but as the troops of the palace had 
been lately detached to the Rhserian frontier, arid 
as the refource of new levies was flow and preca- 
rious, the general of the Weft could only pro- 
mife, that, if the court of Milan would maintain 
their ground during his abfence, he would foon 
return with an army equal to the encounter of the 
Gothic king. Without lofmg a moment (while 
each moment was fo important to the public 
fafety) Stilicho haftily embarked on the Larian 
lake, afcended the mountains of ice and Criow, 
amidft the feverity of an Alpine winter, and fud- 
denly repreffed, by his unexpcded prefence, the 
enemy, who had difturbed the tranquillity of 

Rhaetia 

(34.) Solus erat Stilicho, &c. U tlie cxclufive csmmendatioft 
which Ciaudian beftows (de Bel). Get. 167. )> without conde- 
fcending to except the emperor. How infignificant muft Hooo* 
rius bavt appeared in |pis own court ! 
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Rhsetia (3^). The Barbarians^ perhaps fome 
tribes of the Alemanni, refpeded the firmnefs of 
a chief, whoftill affumed the language of com- 
mand ; and the choice which he condelcended to 
make, of a feled number of their braveft youtb^ 
v^as confidered as a mark of his elleem and fa- 
vour. The cohorts, who were dtlivered from 
the neighbouring foe, diligently repaired to the 
Imperial flandard ; and Stilicho ifTued his orders 
to the moft remote troops ot the Weft, to ad- 
vance, by rapid marches, to the defence of Ho- 
norius and of Italy. The fortreffes of the Rhine 
wei 2 abandoned ; and the fafety of Gaul was pro* 
tedted only by the faith of the Germans, and the 
ancient terror of the Roman name. Even the 
legion, which had been ftationed to guard the 
wall of Britain againft the Caledonians of the 
North, was liaftily recalled (36) ; and a nurne- 
rous body of cavalry of the Alani was perfuaded to 
engage in the fervice of the emperor, who anxi- 
oufly. expected the return of his general. The 
prudence and vigour of Stilicho were confpicu- 
ous on this occafion, which revealed, at the fame 
time, the weaknefs of the falling empire. The 
legions of Rome, which had long fince languifli- 
cd in the gradual decay of difcipline and courage, 
were exterminated by the Gothic and civil wars 5 
and it was found impoflible, without exhaufting 
and expofmg the provincesi, to aflemble an army 
for the defence of Italy. 

Nz When 

($5) The face of the countr)*, and the bardinefs of Siilicho, wt 
fiaeJy deiciihed (dc Bell. Get. 340— 363. )• 

(S6) Vcnit et extremis Icgio pratcma Britannia 
(li}X Scoto dat frena truci. 

De Bell. Get. 476. 

Yet the moft rapid march from Edinburgh, or Newcaltle, to Mi- 
lan, muft have required a longer Tpace of time than Claudtta 
feems wiliio 5 to allow [^ the duration ^ the Gothic war. 
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He it pur- When Stilicho feemed to abandon his fove- 
^g^j^b reign in the unguarded palace of Milan^ he had 
the Gotiif. properly calculated the term of his abfence, the 
diftance of the etiemy, and the obftacles that 
might retard their march. He principally de-^ 
pended on the rivers of Italy, the Adige, the 
Mincius, the Oglio, and the Addua ; which, in 
the winter or fpring, by the fall of rains, or by 
the melting of the fnows, are commonly fwellrf 
into broad and impetuous torrents (37). But the 
feafon happened to be remarkably dry ; and the 
Goths could traverfe, without impediment, the 
wide and ftony beds, whofe centre was faintly- 
marked by the courfe of a (hallow ftream. The 
bridge and paflage of the Addua were fecured by 
a ftrong detachment of the Gothic army ; and as 
Alaric approached the walls, or rather the fub- 
urbs, of Milan, he enjoyed the proud fatisfeftioa 
of feeing the emperor of the Romans fly before 
him. Honorius, accompanied by a feeble train 
of ftatefmen and eunuchs, haftily retreated to- 
wards the Alps, with a defign of fecuring his 
perfon in the city of Aries, which had often been 
the royal refidence of his predeceflbrs. But Ho- 
norius (38) had fcarcely paffed the Fo, before he 

^ waa 

(%i) Every traveDer muft recolIe6l the face of Lombardy (fee 
Font end Icy torn. v. p. 279.)> which is often tormented by the ca- 
pricious and irregular abundance of waters. The Auftrians^ be- 
fore Genoa, were encamped in the dry bed of the Polcevera. " Ne 
•* farebbe" (fays Muiatori) •*mai paflaio per mente a que buoni 
** Alemanni, che quel picciolo torrcnic poieflV, per coft dire ia 
•* un inftante cangiarfi in un terribil gigante." (Annal. d'ltalia^ 
torn. xvi. p. 4.43. Milan, 1753, 8vo. edir. 

(38) Ctaudian does not c<enly anA\cr our queftton, Where 
fras Honorius himfcif ? Yet the fight is n.aiked by the puifuit ; 
pnd my idea of the Gothic war U jMrtifi^-; by the Ifaiian critics^ 
$igoniu» (torn. i. P ii. p. 369. de Imp. Occident, 1. x.)andM»» 
ratori (AnnaJi d*lialia« loni. iv. p. 45.). 
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was overtaken by the fpeed of the Gothic caval- 
ry (39) ; fincc the urgency of the danger com- 
pelled him to feek a temporary (helter within 
the fortification of Afta, a town of Liguria or 
Piedmont, fituate on the banks of the Tana- 
rus (40). The ficgeof an obfcure place, which 
contained fo rich a prize, and feemed incapable 
of a long refinance, was inftantly formed, and 
indefatigably prefled, by the king of the Goths ^ 
and the bold declaration, which the emperor 
might afterwards make, that his bread had never 
been fufceptible of fear, did not probably obtain 
much credit, even in his own court (41). In the 
laft, and almoft hopelefs extremity, after the Bar- 
barians had already propofed the indignity of a 
capitulation, the Imperial captive was fuddenly 
relieved by the fame, the approach, and at length 
the prefence of the hero, whom he had fo long 
expefted. At the head of a chofen and intrepid 
vanguard, Stilicho fWam the ftream of the Ad- 
dua, to gain the time which he muft have loft in 
the attack of the bridge ; the paflage of the Po 
was an enterprife of much Icfs hazard and diffi- 
culty; and the fuccefsful adlion, in which he 
cut his way through rhe Gothic camp under the 
walls of Afta, revived the hopes, and vindicated 
the honour, of Rome. Inftead of grafping the 
fruit of his viftory, the Barbarian was gradually 
invefted, on every fide, by the troops of the 

Weft, 

(39) One of the roads may be traced in the Itineraries (p. 9^. 
ft98. ^94. with Weifeling's notes). Afta Uy foam miles on tUt 
right hand. 

(40) Afta^ or Afti» a Jloman colony^ is now the capital of a 

?leafant county, which, in the Sixteenth centurvt devolved to the 
)ukes of Savoy (Leandro Aiberti Defcrizzione dJtalia, p. 382.). 
(4i) Nee me tiroor impulit ullus^ He might hold this proud 
language the next year at Rome, five hundred miles fron the 
ftcne of danger (vi Conf. Hon. 449.)« 
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Weft, who fucceflively ifllied through all the 
paffes of the Alps -, his quarters were ftraighten- 
ed ; his convoys were intercepted ; and the vigi- 
lance of the Romans prepared to form a charn 
of fortifications, and to befiege the lines of the 
befiegers. A military council was aflembled of 
the long-haired chiefs of the Gothic nation ; of 
aged warriors, whofe bodies were wrapped in 
furs, and whofe ftern countenances were marked 
with honourable wounds. They weighed the 
glory of perfifting in their attempt againft the ad- 
vantage of fecuring their plunder j and they re- 
commended the prudent meafure of a feafonable 
retreat. In this important debate, Alaric difplay- 
ed the fpirit'of the conqueror of Rome ; and af- 
^ ter he had reminded his countrymen of their at- 
chievements and of their defigns, he concluded 
his animating fpeech, by the folemn and pofitivc 
flflurance, that he was refolved to find in Italy, 
either a kingdom, or a grave (42). 
poilenth "^^^ ^^^ difcipline of the Barbarians always 
A.D. 403, expofed them to the danger of a furprife -, but, 
March 29. inftead of chufing the diflblute hours of rioi and 
iatemperance, Stilicho refolved to attack the 
Chrijlian Goths whilft they were devoutly employ- 
ed in celebrating the feftival of Eafter (43). The 
execution of the ftratagem, or, as it was termed 
by the clergy, of the facrilege,. was tatrufted to 

Saul, 

(4a) HatK ego vel vi£tor regnc\ ve/ mortc tenebo 
Vid^us, humum- - ^ 

The rpecches (deBell. Get. 479—549,) of the Gothic Neftor, 
and Achilles, are firong, chara^lenftic, adapted to the ciicumftan- 
•es $ and pofTibly not lefs genuine than (hole of Livy. 

(43.) Orofius (1. vii. c. 37.) is (hocked at the impiety of the 
Romans, who attacked, on Ender^Sunday, fuch pious Cbriftians. 
Yet, at the fame time, public prayers, were offered at the flirine of 
St. Thomas of Edefla, for the deftru^low of the Arian robber. 
See Tiilemont (Hift des £mp. torn. v. p. 529.), who quotes an 
homily, which has been ewoneouily afcribed 10 6t. Chryfoftom* 
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Saul, a Earbarian.and a Pagan, who had fcrved, 
however, with diftinguiflied reputation among 
the veteran generals of Theodofius. The camp 
ef the Goths, which Alaric had pitched in the 
neighbourhood of PoUentia (44), was thrown into 
confiifion by thefudden and impetuous charge of 
the Imperial cavalry ; but, in a few moments, the 
imdaunted genius of their leader gave them an 
order, and a field, of battle; and, as foon as they 
' had recovered from their aftonilhment, the pious 
confidence that the God of the Chriftians would 
affert tlieir caufe, added new ftrength to their 
native valour. In this engagement, which was 
iong maintained with equal courage and fuccefs, 
the chief of the Alani, whofe diminutive and fa- 
vage form concealed a magnanimous foul, ap-* 
proved his fulpefted loyalty, by the zeal with 
which he fought, and fell, in the fervice of the 
republic; and the fame of this gallant Barbarian 
has been imperfectly preferved in the verfes of 
Claudian, fince the poet, who celebrates his vir- 
tue, tias omitted the mention of his name. His 
death was followed by the flight and difmay of 
the fquadrons which he commanded ; and the 
defeat of the wing pf cavalry might have de- 
cided tlie vidkory of Alaric, if Stilicho^ had not 
immediately led the Roman and Barbarian infan^ 
try to the ^tack. The (kill of the general, and 
the bravery of the foldiers, furmounted every 
obftacle. In the evening of the bloody day, the 
Goths retreated from the field of battle ; the in- 
trenchmcnts of their camp were forced, and the 

fcenc 

J 44) The vcftigcs of Pollfntia arc twenty-five milet to the foutb- 
of Tiirin. Ifrbs, in tlie fame neighhoiirbood, was a royal 
^ace of the kings of Lomhardyi and a finall river, which excu- 
^ thei>rediaion, « pcactrabii ad urbcm." (Cluver. Ital, Antiq. 
Ibm, i. p. 81-^(5. 
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fcene of rajriw and flaughter made fomfe atone- 
ment for the calamities wnich they had inflidted 
on the fi|bje£ts of the empire (45). The magnir 
ficent fpoi}s of Corinth and Aigos enriched the 
veterans of the Weft ; the captive wife of Alaric 
who had impatiently claimed his prcmife of Ro-^ 
man jewels and Patrician handmaids (46), wag 
reduced to implore the mercy of the infulting 
' foe ; and ipany thoufand prifoners, releafed from 
the Gothic chains, difperfed through the provin-? 
CCS of Italy the praifes of their heroic deliverer^ 
The triumph of Stihcho (47) was compared by 
the poet, and perhaps by the public, to that qf 
Marius ; who, in the fame part of Italy, had en- 
countered and dcftroyed another army of nor- 
thern Barbarians. The huge bones, and the 
empty helmets, of the Cimbn and of the Goths, 
would eafily be confounded by fucceeding gene-? 
rations; and pofterity might cred a common, 
trophy to the memory of the two moft illuftrious 
generals, who had vanquilhcd, on the fame me-f 
morable ground, the two piqft formidable cne-? 
inies of Rome (48), 

The 

(45) Crofius wilhef, in doubtful word$, to iniinuitethe defeat 
pf the Romans. <* Pugiiantes vicifnus, vi£loret viAi- Aunus.*^ 
Proirer (in Chron.) makes it an equal and bloody battle { but 
fhe Gothic writersi paiSodonus (in Chron.) and Jornandes (de 
l^eb. Get. c. 2^,) claim a dectfive Vi^ory. 

(46) Demens Aufonidum gemmata monilia inatrum» 
Romanaf^ue aha jTamulas cervice petebat» 

- De Bell. Get. 6a7, 

(47) Claudian (de Bell. Get. 589^47.) and Prudentiut (ii) 
. jSymmach. 1. ii. 694—719.) celebrate, without ambiguity/ the 

Roman vidory of follentia. T^ey are p<^etical and party wri^ 
tcrs ; yet fome credit is due \o t|ic pioft rufpi^ious witnefleSj ^hp 
are checked by the recent notoriety of fafVs. 

(48) Claudian> perorations is itronjg;and elegant | but t'be iden^ 
tity of the jCimbric and Cfotiiic fieifds, piiuft be underfto«d (like 
Virgil's philippic Georgic i, 490.) according to the loofe geogra- 
phy of a poet. yercelJacand Pollentia are £xty miles from eacX| ' 

' * otiur I 
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The eloquence of Claudian (49) has celcbrat-Boidncft 
cd, with lavifli applaufe, the vidory of Pollentia^J^^^;;;^ 
one of the moft glorious days in the life of his 
patron j but his reludtant and partial mufe be- 
flows more genuine praife on the charafter of the 
Gothic king. His name is indeed branded with 
the reproachful epithets of pirate and robber, to 
which the conquerors of every age are fo juftly 
entitled ; but the poet of Stilicho is compelled 
to acknowledge, that Alaric compelled the invin- 
cible temper of mind, which rifes fuperior to 
every misfortune, and derives new refources from 
^dverfity. After the total defeat of his infantry, 
he efcaped^ or rather withdrew, from the field of 
battle, with the greateft part of his cavalry en- 
tire and unbroken. Without wafting a moment 
to lament the irreparable k)fs of fo many brave 
companions, he left his vidtoriou^ enemy to bind 
Sn chaiQs the c^tive im^es of a Gothic king (50) i 
and boldly refolved to break through the un- 
guarded pofles of the Apennine, to ^^read defo- 
ktion over the fniiffiil fece of Tufcany, and to 
conquer or die before the gates of Rome. The 
capital was (aved by the adtive and inceflant di- 
ligence of Stilicho : but he refpedled the defpair 
of his enemy ; and, iaftead of committing the 
fete of the republic to the chance of pother bat- 
tle, he propofed to purchafe the abfeiice of the 

Barbarians^ 

^ther s and the latitude it ftill greater, if the Cimbri were defeated 
}n the widft and barren plain of Verona (Maiiei, Verona Illuf- 
tratay P. i. p. 54^^63. 

{4$) Claudiao and PnideDtiua muft be ftriftly examined t« re- 
duce the figures, and extort the htftoric fimlc of thofe poe^. 

(50) Et grayant en airain fes filies avanta^t. 

De miet «tat$ cenquia enchainer let imagea. 
<jrbe practice of cxpoftng in triumph the images of kingt and pro- 
yincesy was familiar to the Romans* The buft of Mithridates 
fcimfeHT was twelve feet higlp, of Ottil^gold (FrcmAam. Supple* 
jllffiit liviant ciii. 47')» 



i«6r THE DECLINE AND FALL 

Barbarians. The fpirit of Alaric would have re- 
jeckcd fuch terms, the permiffion of a retreat, 
and the offer of a penfion^ with contempt and 
indignation ; but he exercifed a limited and pre- 
carious authority over the independent chieftains^ 
who had raifed him, for their fervice, above the 
rank of his eguals \ they were ftill lofs difpofed to 
follow an unmccefsful general, and many of thenx 
Were tempted toconfult their intereft by. a pri- 
vate negociation with the nuniiter of Honbrius. 
The king fubmitted to thevoiceof his people, 
ratifif d the treaty with the empire of, the Weft, 
and repaired the Po, with the renwins of the flou- 
itihing army which he had led into Italy. A con- 
fiderable part of the Roman forces ftill continued 
to attend his motions ; and Stilicho^ who main- 
tained a fecret.correfpondence with fome of the 
Barbarian chiefs, was pundaally apprifed of the 
defigns that were formed ifi the camp and council 
of hlaric. The. king of the Goths, ambitious to. 
fignalife his retreat by fotiie fplendid atchicve- 
ment, had refolved to occupy the important city; 
of Verona, which commands the principal paf- 
fage of tte Rhaetian Alps; and, directing hx% 
march through the territories of thofe German 
tribes, whofe alliance would reftorc his exhaufted 
ftrength, to invade, on the fide of the Rhine, 
the wealthy and unfufpe£tin^ provinces of Gaul. 
Ignorant of the treafon, which had already be- 
trayed his bold and judicious enterprife, he ad- 
vanced towards the paffds of the motintains alrea-* 
dy pofleffed by the Imperial' troops ; where he 
was expofed, almoft at the fame inftant, to a ge- 
neral attack in ^he* front, on his flanks, and in the 
rear. In this bloody aAion, at a fmall diftance 
from the walls of Verona, the lofs of the Gothi 
T^as not Ie& heavy than tl^ajS^jliich they had Cuf^ 

tained 
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tallied ift the defeat of Pbllentia ; and their t^ali- 
ant king, who efcaped by the Iwiftnefs of his 
horfe, muft either have been flain or made prifo- 
ner, if the hafty rafhnefs of the Alani had not dif- 
appointed the meafures of the Roman general, 
Alaric fccured the remains of his army on the ad- 
jacent rocks-, and prepared himfelf, with un- 
daunted refohition, to maintain a fiege againft the 
fuperior numbers of the enemy, who invefted 
him on all fides. But hexould not oppcfe the de- 
ftrudtive progrefs of hunger and difeafe ; nor 
was it poffible for him to check the continual de- 
fertion of his impatient and capricious Barbari- 
ans. In this extremity he ftill found refources 
in his own courage, or in the moderation of his 
adverfary ; and tne retreat of the Gothic king was 
confideredas the deJiverance of Italy (51). Yet 
the people, and even the clergy, incapable of 
forming any rational judgment tf the bufmefs of 
peace and war, prefumed to arraign the policy 
of Stilicho, who fo often vanquifhcd, fo often 
furrounded^ and fo ofteil difmifTed the implaca- 
ble enemy of the republic. The firft moment 
of the public fafety is devoted to gratitude and 
joy ; but the fecond is diligently occupied by 
envy and calumny (52). 
' The citizens of Rome had been aftonifhed byThetn- 
the approach of Alaric ; and the diligence withV^P'^"^ 
which they laboured to reftore the walls of the ca- at Rome, 
pital, confefTed their own fears, and the decline A. D. 404^ 
of the empire. ■ After the retreat of the Barbari- 
.aris, Honorius was dire(5ted to accept the dutiful 

invitation 

(51) The Gctic war, and the fixth confulftilp of Hunoiius, ob- 
fcurcly connect the events of Aiaric's retreat and lofles, 

(52) Tacco de Aiarico . , . faepe viflo, fapc conclulc, femp^r» , 
que dimiflb. Orofuis, ]. vii, c. 37. yK 5^7. ClaudUt) (vi CooH 

Hon. 520.} di'^ps the curtain witli a fine image. 
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invitation of the fenate, and to celebrate, in the 
Imperial city, the aufpicious aera of the Gothic 
viftory, and of his fixth confulfliip {ss)* The 
fuburbs and the ftreets, from the Milvian bridge 
to the Palatine mount, were filled by the -Romair 
peopi% who, in the fpaceof an hundred years, 
had only thrice been honoured with the prcfcncc 
of their fovereigns. While their eyes were fixed 
on the chariot where Stilicho was defervedly 
feated by the fide of his royal pupil, they ap- 
plauded the pomp of a triumph, which was not 
ftainf d, like that of Conftantine, or of Theodo- 
fius, with civil blood. The proceffion palled un- 
der g lofty arch, which had been purpofely 
cre<ated ; but in lefs than feven years the Gothic 
conquerors of Rome might read, if they were 
able to read, the fuperb infcription of that monu- 
ment, which attefted the total defeat and de- 
ftrudtioij of their nation (54). The emperor re- 
fided feveral months in the capital, and every 
part of his behaviour was regulated with care, to 
conciliate the afFedion of the clergy, the fenate^ 
and the people of Rome. The clergy was edifi- 
ed by his frequent vifits and liberal gifts, to the 
(brines of the apoftles. The fenate, who in the 
triumphal proceffion, had been excufed firpm the 
humiliating ceremony of preceding on foot the 
Imperial chariot, was treated with the decent re- 
verence which Stilicho always afFedted for that 
aflembly. The people was repeatedly gratified 
by the attention and courtefy of Honorius in the 

public 

(53) The rrmaiiKfer of Claudian's poem on the fixth confpl. 
Ihip of Honoiiui, defcribes the journey» the triumph, and th# 
games (33 — 660,). 

(54) See the infcription in Mafcow^a Hiftory of the Ancient 
'Qermans, ¥tii. i a. The words aiT pofitive and indifcreet, Gtt^ 
final nationem in omnc a(Tum domitam, &c. 
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public games^ which were celebrated on that oc- 
cafion with a magnificence not unworthyof the 
fpedlator. As foon as the appointed number of 
chariot-races was concluded, the decoration of 
the Circus was fuddenly changed ; the hunting 
of wild beafts afforded a various and fplendid 
entertainment j and the chace was fucceeded by 
a military dance, which feems, in the lively 
defcription of Claudian, to prefent the image of 
a modern tournament. 

In thefe games of Honorius, the inhuman The g^«<fi* 
combats of gladiators {55) polluted for the laftfXi!*^ 
time, the amphitheatre of Rome. The firft 
Chriftian emperor may claim the honour of the 
firft edift, which condemned the art and amufe* 
ment of Ihedding human blood (56) •, but this 
benevolent law expreffed the wiflies of the prince, 
without reforming an inveterate abufe, which de- 
graded a civilifed nation below the condition of 
lavage cannibals. Several hundred, perhaps fe- 
veralthoufand, vidtims were annually flaughter- 
cd in the great cities of the empire ; and the 
month of December, more peculiarly devoted to 
the combats of gladiators, ftill exhibited, to the 
eyes of the Roman people, a grateful fpedacle 
of blood and cruelty. Amidft the general joy 
of the victory of Pollentia, a Chriftian poet ex- 
horted the emperor to extirpate, by his authority, 
the horrid cuftom which had fo long refifted the 
Voice of humanity and religion (57}. The pa- 
thetic 

(55) On the curiouSy though honidy fubje^l of the glad latori, 
^onTuIt the two books of the Saturnalia of Lipfius, who, as aa 
0UttiquariaXf is inclined to excufe the pra^liceof antiquity (torn, 
iii. p, 485-545.). 

(56) Cod. Thcodof.,1. XV, tit. xii. leg. i. The Commentary 
pf Qodefroy affords large inateriais (torn. v. p. 396.) for the hil- 
tory of gladiators. 

"(57) See ihc peroration of Pmdentius (in Symmach, 1. ii. 
Ji«i— 1131.)^ who haddoubtlefs read the eloquent in ve£live of 

Ladantiut 
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thetic reprefentations of Prudentius were left 
effediial than the generous boldnefs of Telema- 
chiis, an Afiatic monk, whofe death was more 
ufeful to mankind than his life (58). The Ro- 
mans were provoked by the interruption of their 
pleafures; and the rafti monk, who had de- 
fcended into the arena, tofeparate the gladiators, 
. was overwhelmed under a Ihower of ftones. But 
the madnefs of the people foon fubfided ; they 
refpefted the memory of Telemachus, who had 
deferved the honours of martyrdom ; and they 
fubmitted, without a murmur, to the laws of Ho- 
norius, which abolifhed for ever the human fa- 
crifices of the amphitheatre* The citizens, who 
adhered to the manners of their anceftors, might 
perhaps infinuate, that^ the laft rernains of a mar- 
tial fpirit were preferved in this fchool of forti- 
tude, which accuftomed the Romans to the fight 
of blood, and to the contempt of death : a vain 
and cruel prejudice, fo nobly confuted |?y the x^a- 
lour of ancient Greece, and of modern Eu- 
rope (59) ! 
Honoriu« The recent danger, to which the perfon of the 
fixc» his re- emperor had been expofed in the defenceleCs pa- 
RlTen'na' lacc of Milan, urged him to feek a retreat in 
A.D. 404.fome inacceffible fortrefs of Italy, where he might 

fecurelj 

Laftantius (Divtn. Inftitut. I. ¥i. c. 26,), The Chriftfan apolo* 
gifts have not fpared thefe bloody ganieSy which wttt introduceci 
in t>he religious fefttvaisoF Paganifm. 

(58) Thcodorct, I. v. c. a^. I wifli to believe the (l\^ry of 
St. Telemachus. Yet no church has been dedicaied, no altar 
htis been erefVed, to the only monk who died a martyr in the 
CRufe of humanity. 

( 59) Cnidele gladiatoruni fpe^actttum' et inhumanum nottnuf^ 
its vidcre folct j et baud fck an ita fit, ut nunc fit. Cicero Tuf- 
culan. if, 17. He faintly cenfures the abufi^ and warmly defends 
the ufe^ of thefe fports } ochUs nulla poterac efle fortior contra 
dolorem et piortem difcipliaa. Seneca (epiO. Tii.} ihcws the feel- 
ings of a man^ 
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fequrely remain, while the open country was co- 
vered by a deluge of Barbarians. On the coaft 
of the Hadriatic, about ten or twelve miles from 
the moft fouthern of the feven mouths of the Po, 
the Theffalians had founded the ancient colony of 
Ravenna (60), which they afterwards refigned 
to the natives of Umbria. Auguftus, who had 
obferved the opportunity of the place, prepared, 
;at the diftanceof three miles from the old town,, 
a capacious harbour, for the reception of two 
hundred and fifty (hips of war. This naval ef- 
tablifliment, which included the arfenals and ma- 
gazines, the blrracks of the troops, and the 
houfes of the artificers, derived its origin and 
name from the permanent ftatiori of the Roman 
fleet ; the intermediate fpace was foon filled with 
buildings and inhabitants, and the three exten- 
five and populous quarters of Ravenna gradually * 
contributed to form one of tlie moft important 
cities of Italy. The principal canal of Augiif- 
tus poured a copious ftrearn of the waters of the 
Po through the midft of the city, to the entrance 
of the harbour ; the fame waters were introdu- 
ced into the profound ditches that encompafled 
the walls ; they were diftributed, by a thoufand 
fubordinate canals, into every part of the city, , 
which they divided into a variety of fmall iflands ; 
the communication was maintained only by the 
ufe of boat§ and bridges ; and the houfes of Ra* 
venna, whofe appearance may be comp are to 
that of Venice, were raifed on the foundation of 

wooden 

(60) Th^s account of Ravenna it drawn from Strabo (!. v. p. 
3>7»)» P "»y ("»• *oO» Stephen of Byzantium (fub voce Pa/?f yy^^ 
p. 651. edit, Berkcl.). Claudian (in vi Conf. Honor. 494, Sec), 
Sidoniu!) ApollinaHs (I. i. epi(t. v, S ), Jorivandes (de Kt-fo. Geu 
c, 29 )f Procopius (de Bell. Gothic. 1. i. c. i. p. 309. eftit. Louv 
te), and Cluverius (I:«l. Antiq. torn. i. p. 301 — 30^ ). Yet X 
4UiJ want ft lgc»l antiqtuuuDji and a good topographical map* 
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wooden piles. The adjacent count-y, to the dif-' 
tance of many miles^ was a deep and impaflable 
morafs ; and the artificial caufeway, which con- 
nedted Ravenna with the continent, might be 
eafily euarded, or deftroyed, on the approach of 
an hoftile army. Thefe morafles were inter- 
fperfed^ however, with vineyards; and though 
the foil was exhaufted by four or five crops, the 
town enjoyed a more plentiful fupply of wine 
thanoffrefli water (6i). The air, inftead of 
receiving the fickly^,and almoll peftileritial, ex- 
halations of low and marfhy grounds, was dif- 
tinguiflied, like, the neighbourhood of Alexan- 
dria, as uncommonly pure and. falubrious -, and 
this fmgular advantage was afcribed to the regu- 
lar tides of the Hadnatic, which fwept the canals, 
interrupted the iinwholefome ftagnatioh of the 
waters, and floated, every day, the veffels of the 
adjacent country into the heart of Ravenna. The 
gradual retreat of the fea has left the modern 
city at the diftance of fo^r miles from the Ha- 
driatic -, and as early as the fifth or fixth century 
of the Chriftian aera, the port of Auguftus was 
converted into pleaifant orchards-, and a lonely 
grove of pines covered the ground where the 
Roman fleet once rode at anchor (6%). Even 
this alteration contributed to encreafe the natural 

ftrength 

(J6t) Martial (epigram Hi. 56, 57O p'*y« on *^« tnck of the 
knave, who bad fold him wine inftead of watei ) but he (ert- 
ouUy declareSy that a ciftern, at Ravenna, itiAore valuable than a 
vineyard. Sidonius complains that the town is deifitute of foun-> 
' tains and aqueducts ; and ranks the want of frefli water among 
the local evils, fuch at the croaking of frogs, the ftrnging of 
gnatv, &c. 

(5a) The fable of Theodore and Honoria» which Dryden liap 
So admirably tranfpjanted from Bocaccio (Giornata iii. novell 
?iii. was afilcd in the wood ot Cbiajji^ a corrupt word from Claf" 
Jisy the naval (tation^ which, with the intermediate road or fuburb, 
thf Kta C^mii, cooftituted the triplt city of Ravenoa. 
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ftrength of the place •, and the fhallownefs of the 
\vater was a fufficient barrier againft the large 
(hips of the enemy. This advantageous fituation 
was fortified by art and labour i and in the twen- 
tieth year of his age, the emperor of the Weft, 
^nxious only for his perfonal fafety, retired to 
the perpetual confinement of the walls and mo- 
raflcs of Ravenna. The example of Honorius 
was imitated by his feeble fucceffors, the Gothic 
kings, and afterwards the Exarchs, who occu- 
pied the throne and palace of the emperors ; and, 
till the middle of the eighth century, Ravenna 
was confidered as the feat of government, and the 
capital of Italy (63). 

The fears of Honorius were not withoutTh* «v<v. 
foundation, nor were his precautions without s"y?hia° 
cflfedk. While Italy rejoiced in her deliverance A. D.4<>o. 
from the Goths, a furious tempeft 'was excited 
among the nations of Germany, who yielded 
to the irrefiftible impulfe, that appears to have 
been gradually communicated from the eaftern 
extremity of the continent of Afia. The Chi- 
nefc annals, as they have been interpreted by 
the learned induftry of the prefent ^e, may be 
ufefuUy appUed to reveal the fecret and remote 
caufes of the fall of the Roman empire. The 
extot^ve territory to the north of the great 
waH, was poffeffed, after the ffi^t of the Huns, 
by the victorious Sienpi ; who were fometimes 
bcoic^n into independent tribes, and fometimes 
r^wited under a fupreme chief-, till at length 
ftyjing themfelves Topa^ or mafters of the earth, 
tney acquired a more folid confiftence, and a 
more formidaHe power. The Topa foon com- 

VoL. V. O pelled 

(<$) From the year 404, the dates of t*»e Thteodofif n Code be- 
conie iedentnry at Conftantincple and Ravenna, See Godefroy's 
Chronology of thel^aws, tom. i. p. cxlviil. &c. 



194 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

pelled the paftoral nations of the eaftern defert 
to acknowledge the fuperiority of their armsj 
they invaded China in a period of' weakneft 
and inteftine difcord; and thefe fortunate Tar- 
tars, adopting the laws and manners of the van- 
quiftied people, founded an Imperial dynafty^ 
which reigned near one hundred and fixty 
years over the northern provinces of the mo- 
• narchy. Some generations before they afcended 
the throne of China, one of the Topa princes 
had enlifted in his cavalry a flave of the name 
of Moko, renowned for his valour; but who 
was tempted, by the fear of punilhment, to 
defert his ftandard, and to range the defert at 
the head of an hundred followers. This gang 
of robbers and outlaws fwelled into a camp, a 
tribe, a numerous people, diftinguilhed by the 
appellation of Geougeny and their hereditary 
chieftains, the pofterity of Moko the flave, af- 
fumed their rank among the Scythian.monarchs. 
The youth of Toulun, the greateft of his de- 
fcendants, was exercifed by thofe misfortunes 
which are the fchool of heroes. He bravely 
ftrugglcd with adverfity, broke the imperious 
yoke of the Topa, and became the legiflator of 
'his nation, and the conqueror of Tartary. His 
troops were diftributed into regular bands of an 
hundred and of a thoufand men ; cowards were 
ftoned to death ; the moil fplendid honours were 
propofed as the reward of valour ; and Toulun 
who had knowledge enough to defpife the learn- 
ing of China, adopted only fuch arts and inftitu- 
tions as were favourable to the military fpirit of 
his government. His tents, which he removed in 
the winter feafon to a more fouthern latitude, 
were pitched, during the fummer, on the fruitful 
banks of the Selinga. His conquefts ftretched 
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from Corea far beyond the river Trtifli. He van* 
quiflied^ in the country to the North of the Caf- 
pian fea, the nation of the Huns ; and the new 
tiiltofKhan^ ox Cagan^ expreflcd the fame and 
power which he denved from this memorable 
vidtory (64). 

The chain of events is interrupted, or rather Emigraiioa 
is concealed, as it paffes from t:ie Volga to the^^^^^^^^^^ 
Viftula, through th^ dark interval, which fe-Gc^rmans, 
parates the extreme limits of theChinefe, and A*^* 405- 
of the Roman, geography. Yet the temper of 
the Barbarians, and the experience of fucceflive 
emigrations, fufficiently declare, that the Huns, 
who were oppreflcd by the arms of the Geou- 
gen, foon withdrew from the prefence of an 
infulting viftor. The countries towards the 
Euxine were already occupied by their kin- 
dred tribes; and their hafty flight, which they 
foon converted into a bold attack, would more 
naturally be direfted towards the rich and level 
plains, through which the Viftula gently flows 
into the Baltic fea. The North mull again 
have been alarmed, and agitated, by the inva- 
fion of the Huns; and the nations who retreat- 
ed before them, muft have prefled with incum- 
bent weight on the confines of German) (65). 
The inhabitants of thofe regions, which the an- 
cients have afligned to the Suevi, the Vandals, 
and the Burgundians, might embrace the refo- 
lution of abandoning to the fugitives of Sar- 
matia, their woods and moraffes ; or at leafl: of 
O z dif- 



(64) See M. de Giiigncs, Hift. iles Hun«, torn, i- p. 179-* 
189. torn. ii. p. 295. 334—338. » 

(65) Procopius (He Bell. Vandal. I. i. c.iii. p. 182.) has ob- 
ferved an emigration from the Palus Macoiis to the north of Ger- 
niany» which he afciibes to famine. But his views of ancient 
hiftoiy are ftrangeJy darkened by ignorance and error. 



196 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

difcharging their fuperfluous numbers on the 
piovinces of tlie Roman empire (66). About 
four years after the vidtoridus Tbulun had af- 
fumed the title of Khan of the Geougen, ano- 
ther Barbarian, the haughty Rhodogaft, or Ra- 
dagaifus (67), marched from the northern ex- 
tremities of Germany almoft to the gates of 
Rome, and left the remains of his army to at- 
chieve the deilruaion of the Weft. The Van^ 
dais, the Suevi, and the Burgiindians, formed 
the ftrength of this m'^hty hoft ; but the Alani, 
who had found an holpitable reception iti their 
new feats, added their a^ive cavalry to the 
heavy infantry 6f the Germans •, and the Gothic 
adventurers crowded fo eagerly to the ftandard 
of Radagaifus,. that, by fome hiftorians he Has 
been ftyled the King of the Goths. Twelve 
thonfand warriors, diltinguiflied a;b6ve the vul- 
gar by their noble birth, or their valiant deeds, 
glittered in the van (68) ; and the whole muki- 
tude, which was not lefs thah two hundred 
thoufand fighting men, might be increafed, by 
by the acceffion of women, of children, and of 
flaves, to the amount of four hundred thouCanA 
perfons. This formidable emigration, iffue^ 
from the fame coaft of the Baltic, which had 
poured forth the myriads of the Cimbri and 

Tieutories, 

(66) Zofimus (I. V. p. 331.) "^^8 rtic giSftfer^l dfefcriptidn of tlje 
nations beyond the Danube and the Rhine. Their iituatton, srid 
confequently their names, are manifelUy fliewn, even in the ?ari»- 
0U8 epithets which each writer may have cafualiy added. 

(67) Thft name of Rhadagaft was that of a local deity of the 
Obotrites (in Mecklenburgh). A hero might naturally afTume the 
appellation of his tutelar god $ but it is nut probable that the Bar« 
barians fhould worfhip an unfuccefsful hero. See MafcoUy HxHU 
of the Germans, viii. 14. 

(68) Olympiodorus (apud Photium, p. 180.) ufbs the Litfn 
Yford Oflm/x«To» ; which does not convey any precife idea. I fur* 
peft that the) were the princes and nobles, with their faithful 
companions ; the knigHts with their Tquires, aa they would have 
l^ccn fty led fome cemuiies afterwaids. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 197 

Teuto^es, to ^flault Rome and Italy in the vi- 
gour of the republic. After the departure of 
thofe Barbarians, their native country, which 
was marked by the veftiges of their grcatnefs, 
lo^Rg ramparts, ^nd gigantic moles (69), re- 
mained, during fome ^?s, a vaft ^nd dreary 
folitude ; till the human Tpecies was renewed by 
the powers of generation, and the vacancy was 
filled by the influx of new inhabitants. The 
nations who now ufurp an extent of land, 
which they are unable to cultivate, would foon 
be afliftea by the induftrious poverty of their 
neighbour?, if the government of Europe did 
not prqteft the claims of dominipu and pro- 
perty. 

" The correfjpondence of nations was, in thatRadagaifus 
age, fo impertedt and precarious, that the revo-j'J^|*'*" 
lutions of the North might efcape the )?^nQWTA!D.4o6. 
ledge of the court of Ravenng -, till the dar)^ 
cloud, which was coUeded along the coaft of the 
Paltic, burft in thunder qpon the banl^s of the 
Upper Danube. The enipeior of the Weft, if 
his minifters difturbed his ^mafements by the 
news of the impendinjg danger, was fatisfied 
with being the occafion, and the fpedlator of 
the war (70). The fafety of Rome was en- 
trufted to the counfels, an4 the fword, of Stili- 
cho ; but fuch was the feeble und exhaufted 
ftate of the empire^ th|t it was impolTible tp 
reftore the fortification^ of the Danube, or to r 
preyeflt, \)y a vigorous effort, the irivafion of 

the 



i&9) Tack.<]eMor]bu« QenMnomm, C 37* 

(70) - ■ I Cujus agendi 

Bfe&ztor vd caula iai. 

Clau^ian, vj ConT. Hoii. 439. 
it At moiieft laogaage of Hoinonti»» io fpeakm^ of the Gothic 
var, w^iktkt \u4 Stfta Toaiewhat oeacer. 
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the Germans (71). The hopes of the vigilant 
minifter of Honorius were confined to the de- 
fence of Italy. He once more abandoned the 
!)rovinces, recalled the tioops, preffed the new 
evies, which were rigoroufly exadted, and pu- 
fillanimoufly eluded ; employed the moft effica- 
cious means to arreft, or allure, the deferters ; 
and offered the gift of freedom, and of two 
pieces of gold, to all the flaves who would en- 
lift C72). By thefe efforts he painfully colleded, 
from the fubjeds of a great empire, an army of 
thirty or forty thoufand men, which, in the 
days of Scipio or Camillus, would have been 
inftantly furniftied by the free citizens of the 
territory of Rome (73). The thirty legions of 
Stilicho were reinforced by a large body of 
Barbarian auxiliaries ; the faithful Alani were 
perfonally attached to his fervice; and the 
troops of Huns and of Goths, who marched under 
the banners of their native princes, Huldin and 
Sarus, were animated by intereft and refentr 
ment to oppofe the ambition of Radagaifus, 
The king of the confederate Germans pafled, 
without refiftance, the Alps, the Po, and the 

Ap- 

(71) Zofimus (1. V. p. 331.) tranfports the war, and the victo- 
ry of Stilicho, beyond the Danube. A ftrange error, which is 
awkwardly and imperfe6lly cured, by reading AfivQ¥ for lreo9 
(Tillemont, Hift. des Emp. torn. v. p. So;.)* ^n good policy, 
we muft uie the fervice of Zofimus, without efteeming or trufting 
him. 

(72) Codex Theodof. I. vii. tit. xiii. leg. i6. The date of this 
law (A. D. 406, May 18.) fatisfies me, as it had done Oodefroy 
(torn. ii. p. 387), of the true year of the inv'afion of Radagaifus. 
Tillemont, Pagi, and Muratori, prefer the preceding year } but 
theyare bound,, by certain obligations of civility and refpe£l, to 
St. Paulinusof Nola. 

(73) Soon after Rome had been taken by the Gauls, the (enate, 
on a fudden emergency, armed ten legions, 3000 horfe, and 42,000 
foot ; a force which the city could not have fent forth under Au* 
guftus (Livy, vii. 25.). . This declaration may puzzle an antiqua- 
ry, but it is clearly explained by Montefquieu, 
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Apennine : leaving on one hand the inacceflible 
palace of Honorius, fecurely buried among the 
marflies of Ravenna; and, on the othei, the 
camp of Stilicho, who h^d fixed his head-quar- 
ters at 1 iciaum, or Pavia, but who fecms to 
have avoid d adecifive battle, till he had affem- 
bled his diftant forces. ^ any cities of Italy 
were pillaged, or dettroyed j and the fiege ofBcficget 
Florence (74), by Radagaifus, is one of the^'''""^*» 
carlieft events in the hiftory of that celebrated 
republic; whofe firmnefs checked and delayed 
the unikilful fury of the Barbarians. The fe- 
nate and people trembled at their approach 
within an hundred and eighty miles of Rome j 
and anxioufly compared the danger which they 
had efcaped, with the new perils to which they 
were expofed. Alaric was a Chriftian and a (oU 
dier, the leader of a difciplined army ; who un- 
del flood the laws of war, who refpedled the 
fanftity of treaties, and who had familiarly conr 
verfed with the fubjefts of the empire in the; 
fame camps, and the fame churches. The fa- 
vage Radagaifus was a ftranger to the manners, 
the religion, and even the language, of the 
civilifed nations of the South. The fiercenefs of 
his temper was exafperated by cruel fuperftition ; 
and it was univerfally believed, that he had bound 
himfelf, by a folemn vow, to reduce the city into«n<* «hrea- 
a heap of ftones and afhes,and to facrifice the moft **"* ^''"•* 
illuftrious of the Roman fenators, on the altars 
of thofe gods, who were appeafed by human 

blood* 

(74) Machiavel hat explained, at leaft as a philofopher. the 
origin of Florence, which infenfibly dcfcendcd, for the benefit of 
trade, from the rock of Fsefulae to the banks of the Arno (Idoria 
Fiorentina, torn. i. ). ii. p. 36. Londra, 1747). The Triumviri 
fent a colony to Florence, which, under Tiberius (Tacit. Annal. 
«• 79.)* deferved the reputation and name of ^flouriflnng city. See 
Cluver. luK Aatiq. torn. i. p. 507, &c. 
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blood. The public danger, which fhould haV^J 
reconciled all domeftic aniniofities, difplayed the 
incurable madnefs of religious faftion. The op- 
prefled votarieid df Jupiter and Mercury refpedted, 
in the implacable enemy of Rome, the charadter 
of a devout Pagan ; loudly declared, that they 
were more apprehenfive of the fact ifices, than of 
the arms, of RadagaifUs ; and fecretly rejoiced 
in the calamities of their country^ which con- 
demned the faith of their Chtiftian ftdver- 
faries (75). 

Defeat and Florence was reduced to the laft extremity ; 

of h^s army^^^ the fainting courage of the citiztfts was fup- 

by Stiiicho, ported only by the authority of St. Ambrofe; 

A. D. 40^. who had commuilicated, in a dream, thepro- 
mife of a fpet^dy deliverance ('^6). On a fudden 
they beheld, from their walls, the banners of 
Stilicho, wha advanced, with his united force, to 
the relief of the faithful city ; and who feoti 
marked that fatal fpot for the grave of the Bar- 
bariah hoft. The apparent contradidtiotis of 
thofe writers who varioufly relate the defeat of 
Radagaifus^ may be reconciled, without offering 
much violence to their refpei^lve teftimonles. 
Orofius and Auguftin, who Were intimately con- 
htfted by friendfliip and religion, afcribe this 
miraculous victoty to the providence of God^ 

father 



(75) Yet the Jupiter of Radagaifus, who worfllipped Thor 
kkvd Woden, was very dlflferenlt from the Olyitipic or Capitoline 
Jt)ve, The accommodating temper of Polytheifm might unite 
thofe various and remote deities; but the genuine Romans abhor- 
red the human fact ifices of Gaul and Germany. 

(76) Paulinus (in Vit. Ambrof. c. 5*0.) relates this ftory, which 
nt recTeived from the mouth of Panfophia herfelf, a reUgiout ma«- 
tron of Florence. Yet the archfoi Aop foon ceafed to take an a^'ve 
'p^rt in the bufinefs of the wdrld> and nevtr became a popalair 
faint. 
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rather than to the valour of man (77). They 
ftriftly exclude every idea of chance, or even of 
bloodftied^ and poiitively affirm, that the Ro- 
mans, whofe camp was the fcene of plenty and 
idlenefs, enjoyed the diftrefs of the Barbarians, 
flowly expiring on the iharp and barren lidge of 
the hills of Faefulae, which rife above the city of 
Florence. Their extravagant affertion, that not 
a iingle foldier of the Chriftian army was killed, 
or even wounded, may be difmiffed with filtnt 
contempt •, but the reft of the narrative of Au- 
guftin and Orofius is confiftent with the ftate of 
the war, and the character of Stilicho. Confci- 
ous that he commanded the laft army of the re- 
public, his prudence would not expofe it, in the 
open field, to the headftrong fury of the Ger- 
mans. The method of furifeunding the enemy 
with ftrong lines of circumvallation, which he 
had twice employed againft the Gothic king, 
i^as repeated on a larger fcale, and with more 
confiderable cflfeft. The examples of Caefar 
muft have been familiar to the moft illiterate of 
the Roman warriors ; and the fortifications of 
Dyrrachium, which connedted twenty-four caf- 
tles, by a perpetual ditch and rampart of fifteen 
miles, afforded the model of an intrenchment 
which might confine, and ftarve, the moft nu- 
merous hoft of Barbarians (7 8). The Roman 

troops 

(7^) Augtiftin de Ciritat. Dci, v. 23. Orofius, I. vii. c. 37. 
p. 567— 571. The two friends wrote in Africa, ten or twelve 
years after the viftory 5 and their authority is implicitly followed 
hj Ifidore of Seville (in Chron. p. 713, edit. Grot.). How ma- 
iiy interefting fafls might Orofius have inferted in the vacant (pace 
l^hich is devoted to pious nonfenfe ! 

(78) Franguntur montes, planumque per ardua Caefar 
Oucit opus : pandit f offas, turritaque fummis 
Difponit caftella jugit, magnoque recefsft 

Amplexas 
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troops had lefs d^enerated from the induftry, 
than from the valour, of their anceftors ; and if 
the fervile and laborious work offended the pride 
of the foldiers, Tufcany could f apply many 
thoufand peafants, who would labour, though, 
perhaps, they would not fight, for the falvation 
of their native country* The imprifoned mul- 
titude of horfes and men (79) was gradually dc- 
ftroyed by famine, rather than by the fword ; 
but the Romans were expofed, during the pro- 
grefs of fuch an extenfive work, to the frequent 
attacks of an impatient enemy. The defpair of 
the hungry Barbarians would precipitate them 
againft the fortifications of Stilicho ; the general 
might fometimes indulge the ardour of his brave 
auxiliaries, who eagerly preffed to aflault the 
camp of the Germans ; and thefe various incidents 
might produce the fharp and bloody conflifts 
which dignify the narrative of Zofimus, and the 
Chronicles of Prbfper and Marcellinus (80). A 
feafonable fupply of men and provifions had been 
introduced into the walls of Florence ; and the 
famifhed hoft of Radagaifus was in its turn bc- 
fieged. The proud monarch of fo many warlike 
nations, after the lofs of his braveft warriors, 
was reduced to coafide either in the faith of a 

capitulation. 



Am plexus fines; faltus aemorofaque tefqua 

£t (ii^as vaftaque feras indagine claudit. 
Yet the fimplicity of truth (Caefar, de Bell. Civ. iii. 44.) is far 
greater than the amplifications of Lucan (Pharfa). J. vi. 29-^63.). 

(79) The rhetorical expreflfions of Orofiut, «* In arido ctafpc- 
•* ro montis jugo j*' ** in unum ac parvura verticeoi," are not 
very fuitable to the encampment of a great army. But FaefuIaCy 
only three miles from Florence, might afford fpace for the head- 
quarters of Radagaifus, and would be comprehended within the 
circuit of the Roman lines. 

(80) See Zofimusy 1. v. p. 331. and the chronicles of Proiper 
and Marcellinui. 



< 
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capitulation, or in the clemency of Stilicho (8i). 
But the death of the royal captive, who was ig- 
nominioufly beheaded, difgraced the triumph of 
Rome and of Chriftianity ; and the ftiort delay 
of his execution was fufficient to brand the con- 
queror with the guilt of cool and deliberate cru- 
elty (82). The famiflied Germans, who cfcaped 
at the fury of the auxiliaries, were fold as flaves, 
the contemptible price of as many fingle pieces of 
gold: but the difference of food and climate 
fwept away great numbers of thofe imhappy 
ftrangers ; and it was obferved, that the inhu- 
man purchafers, inftead of reaping the fruits of 
their labour, were foon obliged to provide the 
cxpence^ of their interment. Stilicho informed 
the emperor and the fenatc of his fuccefs ; and 
deferved, a fecond time, the glorious title of 
Deliverer of Italy (83). 

The fame of the viftory, and more efpecially The re- 
of the miracle, has encouraged a vain per fuarion,J|J*'^^^^^^^ 
that the whole army, or rather nation, of Ger-mansin- 
mans, who migrated from the fliores of the Bal- ^^^iP^^l* 
tie, miferably perifhed under the walls of Flo-j^g^g^bcr' 
rence. Such indeed was the fate of Radagaifuss". 
himfelf, of his brave and faithful companions, 
and of more than one-third of the various multi- 
tude 

(81) Olympiodorus (apud Photiuniy p. i8o.) ufes an expref- 
fion (ji^aJiTM^icmro,) which would denote a ftriA and friendly 
alliance, and render Stilicho ftill more criminal. The paulii'per 
detentus> deinde interfe^lus, of OioHus, is fufficiently odious. 

(8s) Orofiusy pioufly inhuman, facrifices the king and people, 
Agag and the Amalekites, without a f^mptom of compaiTion* 
The bloody aftor is led deteftable than the cool unfeeling hifto* 
rian. 

(83) And Clawdian's mufe, was (he afleep ? had flic been ill 
paid ? Methinks the feventh confuifhip of Honorius (A. D, 407.) 
would have furnifiied the fubjeift of a noble poem. Before it was 
difcovered that the lUte could no longer be faved, Stilicho (after 
Romulus, Camillus, and Marius) might have been worthily fur* 
named the fourth founder of Rome, 
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tudc of Sueves and Vandals, of Alani and Bur*, 
gundians, who adhered to the ftandard of their 
general (84). The union of fuch an army nni^ht 
excite our furprife, but the caufes of feparation 
are obvious and forcible ; the pride of birth^ the 
infolence of valour, the jealoufy of command, 
the impatience of fubordination, and the obfti- 
nate conflict of opinions, of intereils, an4 of 
paifions, among fo many kings and warriorsi^ 
who were untaught to yield, or to obey. After tlie 
defeat of Radagaifus, two parts of the German 
hoft, which muft have exceeded the number of one 
hundred thoufand men, Aill remained in zxxnn, 
between the Apenninc and the Alps, or between 
the Alps and the Danube. It is uncertain whe- 
ther they attempted to revenge the death of their 
general ; but their irregular fury was foon divert- 
ed by the prudence and firmnefs of Stilicho, who 
oppofed their march, and facilitated their retreat •, 
who confidered the fafety of Rome and Italy as 
the great objed of his care, and who faaificed^ 
with too much indifference, the wealth and tran- 
quillity of the diftant provinces (85). The Bar- 
barians acquired, from the junftion of Ibme Pan- 
nonian deferters, the knowledge of the country, 
and of the roads ; and the mvafion of Gaul, 
which Alaric had defigned, was executed by the 
remains of the great army of Radagaifus (86)» 

Yet 

(S4) A lumiivouf paffage of Proiper'« Chroniele, ** iit trss 
•* partes, per diirerfis primcip£s, divijUs txercitusy reduces the 
miracle of Florence, and connect ciie bittory of Xtaiy, Gaul, and 
' Germany* 

(^5) Oroiins and Jerom podtively chargt him with wtigatine; 
the invafion. " Excitatae a Stillchone gentet,'* &c. They muft 
inean indireSiy. He faved Itaiy at the expesce of Gai^. 

(^6) The CooRt de Buat n fatis^ed, that the Germaof whoia- 
?»dcd Gaul w«rc the t^wg-thirds that yet Msiftijoed «f the umy 
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Yet if they cxpedted to derive any afliftance 
from the tribes of Germany, who inhabited the 
banks of the Rhine, their hopes were difap- 
pointed. The AJemanni preferved a ftate of 
madtive neutrality ; and the Franks diftinguifhed 
their zeal and courage in the defence of the em- 
pire. In the rapid progrefs down the Rhine, which 
was the firft aft of the adminiftration of Sti- 
licho, he had applied himfelf, with peculiar atten- 
tion, to fecure the alliance of the warlike Franks, 
and to remove the irreconcileable enemies of 
peace and of the republic. Marcomir, one of 
their kings, was publicly convifted, before the 
tribunal of the Roman magiftrate, of violating 
the faith of treaties. He was fentenced to a 
mild, but diftant, exile, in the province of Tuf- 
cany ; and this degradation of the regal dignity 
was fo far from exciting the refentment of his 
fubjefts, that they puniftied with death the tur- 
bulent Sunno, who attempted to revenge his 
brother ; and maintained a dutiful allegiance to 
the princes, who were eftabliftied on the throne 
1>y the choice of Stilicho (87). When the limits 
of Gaul and Germany were fhaken by the north- 
ern emigration, the Franks bravely encountered 

the 

#f ^ladflgatfus. Sec the HHIoire Ancienne des Peuples de l'£u« 
'tDfJc (torn. vii. p. 87 — lai. Paris, 1772.)? an elaborate woik, 
which I had nor the advantage of ptrufing till the year ]';77* As 
early as i^7i» I find the fame idea exprefTed in a rough drnupht 
«f the ^relent Hittory. I have fince obferved a fimtlar irtimatioa 
In Matcou (viii. !$*)•' Such agreement, withoat mutual cQminu« 
■ication, may add foooe weight to our common fentimcnt. 
f^y) Prov ncia mlflTos 

Expel let eitias fafces, quam Franci a reges 

Quos flederis. 
ClaudiJ^n (i Conf.Stil. I. i. a, 35, &c.) is clear and fitisfaflory. 
Thefe-kin^s of Fiance aic unknown to Gregory W Tours; hut 
the »iubox of the OeftVFnncurum mentions both Sunno .ind Mar* 
«Oinir, and names the latter as the father of Pharamond (in torn, 
ii. p. 543.)* ^^ feems to write from good materials, which be 
did not undtrftand^ 
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the fingle force of the Vandals ; who, r^ardle& 
of the leflbns of adverfity, had again feparated 
their troops from the ftandard of their Barbariaa 
allies. They paid the penalty of their ralhnefs ^ 
and twenty thoufand Vandals, with their king 
Godigifclus, were flain in the field of battle. 
The whole people muft have been extirpated, if 
the fquadrons of the Alani, advancing to their 
relief, had not trampled down the infantry of 
the Franks ; who, after an honourable rcfiftancc, 
were compelled to relinqui(h the unequal con- 
teft. The viftorious confederates purfued their 
march, and on the laft day of the year, in a 
feafon when the waters of the Rhine were moll 
probably frozen, they entered, without oppofi- 
tion, the defencelefs provinces of Gaul. This 
memorable paffage of the Suevi, the Vandals, 
the Alani, and the Burgundians, who never af- 
terwards retreated, may be considered as the fall 
of the Roman empire in the countries beyond 
the Alps -, and the barriers, which had fo long 
feparated the favage and the civilifed nations of 
the earth, were from that fatal moment levelled 
with the ground (88;. 
Dcfolation While the peace of Germany was fecured by 
©f Gaul, the attachment of the Franks, and the neutrali- 
A^D.407>^y Qf ^{^g Alemanni, the fubjedls of Rome, un- 
confcious of their approaching calamities, en- 
joyed the ftate of quiet and profperity, which 
had feldom bleffed the frontiers of Gaul. Their 
flocks and herds were permitted to graze in the 
paftures of the Barbarians ; their huntfmen pene- 
trated, 

(88]) Sec Zofimus (1. vi.,p. 373. )> Orofius (1. vii. c. 40. p. 576.% 
and the Chronicles. Gregory of Tours (1. ji. c. 9, p. 165. in 
the (econd volume of the Hiftor'ans of France) has picifved a 
valuable fragment of RenatusProfuturus Fripciidus, jvhofe three 
names denote a Chriftian, a Roman fubjeft^ and a Semi-Uarba- 
nan. 
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trated, without fear or danger, into the darkeft 
recefles of theHercynian wood (89). Thefeanks 
of the Rhine were crowned, like thofe of tlie 
Tyber, with elegant houfes and well cultivated 
iarms; and if a poet defcended the river, he 
might exprefs his doubt, on which fide was fitu- 
ated the territory of the Romans (90). This 
fcene of peace and plenty was fuddenly changed 
into a defert; and the profpedt of the fmoaking 
ruins could alone diftinguifh the folitude of na- 
ture from the defolation of man. The flourifli- 
ing city of Mentz was furprifed and deftroyed ; 
and many thoufand Chriftians were inhumanly, 
maffacred in the church. . Worms periflicd after 
a long and obftinate fiege; Strafburgh, Spires, 
Rheims, Tournay, Arras, Amiens, experienced 
the cruel oppreffion of the German yoke ; and 
the xonfuming flames of war fpread from the 
banks of the Rhine over the greateft part of the 
feventeen provinces of Gaul. That rich and ex- 
tenfivc country, as far as the ocean, the Alps, 
and the Pyrenees, was delivered to the Barbari- 
ans, who drove before them, in a promifcuous 
crowd, the bifhop, the fenator, and the virgin, 
laden with the fpoils of thdr houfes and al- 
tars (gi). The ecclefiaftics, to whom we are 

indebted 

(P9) Claudian (i Conf. Stil. 1. i. a«i. Sec. I. li. i86.) dc- 
fciibcs ^the peace and profperity of the Gallic frontier. The 
Abhe Dubos (Hift. Critique, Sec, torn. i. p. 174.) would read 
4l^a (a namclefs rivtilet of the Ardennes) inftead of Jihis-y and 
expatiates on the danger of the Gallic cattle grazing beyond the 
£lhe. Foolifli enough ! In poetical geography, the Elbe, and the 
Hercynian, fignify any river, or any wood, in Germany. Clau- 
dian is not prepared for the ftridl examination of our antiquaries. 

(90) __ Geminafquc viator 

Cum yideat ripas, quae fit Romana rcqnirat. 

(91) Jerora, torn. i. p. 93. See in the ift vol. of the Hlftori- 
ans fA France, p. 777. 7S2, the propter extra<5ts from the Carmen 
de Provident a Divina, and Salvian. The anonymous poet was 
himfclf a captive, Vkiih his bifliop and fellow-citizens. 
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indebted for this vague defcription of the public 
calamities, embraced the opportunity of exhort- 
ing the Chriilians to repent of the fins which had 
provoked the Divine Juftice, and to renounce 
the periihabie goods of a wretched and decdtful 
world. But as the Pelagian controvcrfy (pz), 
which attempts to Ibuad the abyfs of ^"ace anid 
predeftination, foon became the ferious employ- 
ment of the Latin clergy i the Providence which 
had decreed, or forefeen, or permitted, fuch a 
train of moral and natural evils, was raftily 
weighed in the imperfed and &lbcious balance 
of realbn. The crimes, and the misfortunes, 
of the fuflfering people, were prefumptuoufly 
compared with thofe of their anccftors ; and they 
arraigned the Divine juftice, which did not ex- 
empt from the common deftruftion the feeble, 
the guiltlcfs, the infant portion of the human 
fpecies. Thefe idle difputants overlooked the 
invariable laws of nature, whicK have connected 
p^ce with innocence, plenty with induftry, and 
ikfety with valour. The timid and felfifti poli- 
cy of the court of Ravenna might recall the 
JPaktiiie legions for the protection of Italy V the 
remains of the ftationary troc^s might b^ une- 
qual to the Arduous tafk^ and the Barbarian 
iiuxiliaries might prefer the unbounded licence of 
fpoil to the benefits of a moderate and regular 
itipend. But the provinces of Gaul were filled 
with a numerous race of hardy and robuft youth, 
who, in the defence of their houfes, their fami- 
lies, 

. <9ft) The Pelagian do6li!ifle9 vrfiich was lirft agitated A. D. 
405, was condemned, in tfae fpace of ten years, at Rome and 
Cat thage. St. Auguftin fought and conqueicd : but the Greek 
churdi was favourable to his adverfariea 5 and (what is fingular 
enough) the people did not take My ptrt in a ^i^te which they 
mvA^ «Qt uniesmttid* 
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lies, and their altars, if they had dared to die, 
would have deferved to vanquifli* The know- 
ledge of their native country would have ena- 
bled them to oppofe continual and infuperable 
obftacles to the progrefs of an invader; and the 
deficiency of the Barbarians, in arms^ as well as 
in difcipline, removed the only pretence which 
cxcufes the fubmiffion of a pppulous country to 
the inferior numbers of a veteran army. When 
France was invaded by Charles the Fifth, he en- 
quired of a prifoner, how many days Paris might 
be diftant from the frontier ; " Perhaps twelve^ 
** but they will be days of battle (93) :" fuch 
was the gallant anfw^r which checked the arro- 
gance of that ambitious prince. The fubjefts of 
Honorious, and thofe of Francis I., were ani- 
mated by a very different fpirit ; and in lefs than 
two years, the divided troops of the favages of 
the Baltic, whofe numbers, were they fairly 
ftated, would appear contemptible, advanced, 
without a combat, to the foot of the Pyrenaean 
mountains. 

In the early part of the reign of Honorius, Revolt of 
the vigilance of Stilicho had fuccefsfully guarded*^* ^""'^ 
the remote ifland of Britain from her inceflant aTd. 4©7. 
enemies of the ocean, the mountains, and the 
Irifti coaft(94). gut thofe reftlefs Barbarians 

YoL.V. P could 

(93) See the Memoires de Guillaume du Bell ay, I. vi. In 
French, the original reproof is lefs obvious, and more pointed, 
from the double fcnfc of the word journee, which alike fignjfies, 
a day*s travel, or a battle. 

(94) Claudian (i Conf. Stil. I. ii. (250.). It is fuppofed, that 
the Scots of Ireland invaded, by fea, the whole weftcrn coaft of 
Britain : and fomc flight credit may* be given even to Nennius and 
the Irilb traditions (Carte's Hift. of England, vol. i. p. 169. 
Whitaker's Genuine Hiftory of the Britons, p. 199. )• The fixty- 
fix lives of St. Patrick, which were extant in the ninth century, 
viuft have coRtained as many thoufand lies i yet we may believe, 

thaty 
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could not negledt the fair opportunity of the 
Gothic war, when the walls and ftations of the 
province were ftripped of the Roman troops. 
If any of the legionaries were permitted to re- 
turn from the Italian expedition, their faithful 
report of the court and charader of Honorious 
mud have tended to diffolve the bonds of alle- 
giance, and to exafperate the feditious temper 
of the Britifti army. The fpirit of revolt, which 
had formerly difturbed the age of Gallienus, was 
revived by the capricious violence of the foldiers ; 
and the unfortunate, perhaps the ambitious, 
candidates, who were the objects of their choice, 
were the inftruments, and at length the viftims, 
of their paflion (95). Marcus was the firil whom 
they placed on the throne, as the lawful empfe» 
ror pt Britain, and of the Weft. They violated, 
by the hafty murder of Marcus, the oath of fi- 
delity which they had impofed^ on themfelves ; 
and thtir difapprobation of his manners may 
feem to infcribe an honourable epitaph on his 
tomb. Gratian v/as the next whom they adorn- 
ed with the diadem and the purple ; and, at the 
end of four months, Gratian experienced the 
fate of his predeceffor. The memory of the 
great Conftantine, whom the Britifli legions had 
, given to the church and to the empire, luggefted 
Conftan- ^^e fingular motive of their third choice. They 
tine is ac- difcovered in the ranks a private foldierof the 
'^d^'^B^' ^^^^ ^^ Conftantine ; and their impetuous levi- 
taii"and' ty had already feated him on the throne, before 
Gaul, they 



A.D.407. 



that, in one of tbefe Iri(h inroads, the future apoftle was led 
away captive (Uflier, Antiquit. Ecclef. Bn'tann. jj. 431. and Til- 
lemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. xvi. p. 456. 782, &c.). 

(95) The Britifli ufurpers are taken from Zofimus (I.vi. p. 371 
— 375')> Orofius (I. vii. c. 40. p. 576, 5770* Qlympiodorus 
(apud Photiuhi, p. 180, 181.), the eccJefiaftical hiftorians, and 
the Chronicles. The Latins arc ignorant of Marcus. 
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they perceived his incapacity to fuftain the weight 
of that glorious appellation (96)* Yet the au- 
thority of Confiantine was lefs precarious, and 
his government was more fuccefsful, than the 
tranfient reigns of Marcus and of Gratian. The 
danger of leaving his inadtive troops in thofc 
camps, which had been twice polluted with 
blood and fedition, urged him to attempt the 
reduction of the Weftern provinces. He land- 
ed at Boulogne with an inconfiderable force; 
and after he had repofed himfelf fome days, he 
fummoned the cities of Gaul, which had efcaped 
the yoke of the Barbarians, to acknowledge their 
lawful fovereign. They obeyed the fummons 
without reluftance. The neglect of the court 
^.of Ravenna had abfolved a deferted people from 
the duty of allegiance ^ their aftual diftrefs en- 
couraged them to accept any circumftances of 
change, without apprehenfion, and, perhaps, 
with fome degree ot hope-, and they might flat- 
ter themfelves, that the troops, the authority, 
and even the name of a Roman emperor, who 
fixed his refidence in Gaul, would proteft the 
unhappy country from the rage of the Barbari- 
ans. The firft fucceffes of Conftantine againft 
the detached parties of the Germans, were mag- 
nified by the voice of adulation into fplendid and 
decifive vidories ; which the re-union and info- 
lence of the enemy foon reduced to their juft 
value. His negociations procured a fhort and 
precarious truce ; and if fome tribes of the Bar- 
barians were engaged, by the liberality of his 
P z gifts 

(96) Cum in Conllantino inconfantiam . . • execrarentur (Si- 
donius Apollinaris, I. v. cpift. 9. p. 139. edit, fecund. SirmoBd.). 
Yet Sidonius might be tempted, by fo fntr a pun, to iligmatife a 
|»ruice, who had dilgraced his grandfather. 
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gifts and promifes, to undertake the defence of 
the Rhine, thefe expenfive and uncertain trea- 
ties, inftead of reftoring the priftine vigour of 
the Gallic frontier, ferved only to difgrace the 
majefty of the prince, and to exhauft what yet 
remained of thie treafures of the republic. Ekt- 
ed however with this imaginary triumph, the 
vain deliverer of Gaul advanced into the pro- 
vinces of the South, to encounter a more preff- 
ing and perfonal danger. Sams the Goth was 
ordered to lay the head of the rebel at the feet 
of the emperor Honorius ; and the forces of Bri- 
tain and Italy were unworthily confumed in this 
domeftic quarreL After the lofs of his two 
braveft generals, Juftinian and Nevigaftes, the 
former of whom was flain in the field of battle, 
the latter in a peaceful but treacherous interview, 
Conftantine fortified himfelf within the walls of 
Vienna. The place was inefFedtually attacked 
feven days ; and the Imerial army fupported, in 
a precipitate retreat, the ignominy of purchafmg 
a fecure paf&ge from the. freebooters and outlaws 
of the Alps (97). Thofe mountains now fepa- 
lated the dominions of two rival monarchs : and 
the fortifications of the double frontier were 
guarded by the troops of the empire, whofe arms 
would have been more ufefiilly employed to 
maintain the Roman limits againft the Barbarians 
of Germany and Scythia. 
He reduces On the fide of the Pyrenees, the ambition of 
X!p; ^^8 Conftantine might be juftified by the proximity 
'of danger •, but his throne was foon eftablifhed 

by 

(97) Bagauda is the name which Zofimus applies to them 5 
perhaps they de&rved a Jcfs odious charaaer (fee Dubos, Hift. 
Critique, torn. i. p.. aos. and this Hiftoiy, ?oJ. i. p. a%q, third 
«dit.). We flttlihcarof them again. 
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by the conqueft, or rather fubmiffion, of Spain ; 
which yielded to the influence of regular and 
habitual fubordination, and received the laws 
and magiftrates of the Gallic praefedure. The 
only oppofition which was made to the authority 
of Conftantine, proceeded not fo much from 
the powers of government, or the fpirit of the 
people, as from the private zeal and intereft of 
the family of Theodofius. Four brothers (98) 
had obtained, by the favour of their kinfman, 
the deceafed emperor, an honourable rank, and 
ample pofleffions, in their native country : and 
the grateful youths refolved to rilk thofe advan- 
tages in the fervice of his fon. After an unfuc- 
cefsful effort to maintain their ground at the 
head of the ftationary troops of Lufitar\ia, they 
retired to their eftates ; where they armed and 
levied, at their own expence, a confiderable bo-' 
dy of flaves and dependents, and boldly march- 
ed to occupy the ftrong polls of the Pyrenaean 
mountains. This domeftic infurredion alarmed 
and perplexed the fovereign of Gaul and Britain ; 
and he was compelled to negociate with fome 
troops of Barbarian auxiliaries, for the fervice 
of the Spanilh war. They were diftinguifh^r 
ed by the title of Honorians {^g) ; a name which 
might have reminded them of their fidelity tq 

their 



(98) Verinianus, DidymuSy Theodofius, and Lagodius, who, 
in modern courts, would be ftyled princes of the blood, were not 
diftinguifiied by any rank or privileges above the reft of their fel« 
Jow-fubje^ls. 

{99) Thefe Honoriarti, or Ho/foriad, confifted of two bands of 
Scots, or Attacotti, two of Moors, two of Marcomanni, the 
Vi^iores, the Afcarii, and the Gaiiicani (Notitia Imperii, ftSk» 
xxxviii. edit. Lab.). They were part of the fixty-five AuxiUa 
Palaiinat and arc properly 0yled, w tji avh.^ T«|fK, by Zofimut 
(1. vi. p. 374-)' 
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their lawful fovereign ; and if it ftiould candidly 
be allowed that the Scots were influenced by any 
partial affedlion for a Britilh prince, the Moors 
and the Marcomanni could be tempted only by 
the profufe liberality of the ufurper, who diftri- 
buted among the Barbarians the military, and 
even the civil, honours of Spain. The nine 
bands of Honorians^ which may be eafily traced 
on the cftablifliment of the Weftem empire^ 
could not exceed the number of five thoufand 
men ; yet this inconfiderable force was fufficient 
to terminate a war, which had threatened the 
power and fafety of Conftantine. The ruftic 
army of the Theodofian family was furrounded 
and deftroyed in the Pyrenees : two of the bro- 
thers had the good fortune to efcape by fea to 
Italy, or the Eaft ; the other two, after an inter- 
val of fufpence, were executed at Aries ; and if 
Honorius could remain infenfible of the public 
difgrace, he might perhaps be affedted by the 
perfonal misfortunes of his generous kinfmen. 
Such were the feeble arms which decided the 
pofleffion of the Weftern provinces of Europe, 
from the wall of Antoninus to the columns of 
Hercules. The events of peace and war have 
undoubtedly been diminifhed by the narrow and 
imperfeft view of the hiftorians of the times, 
who were equally ignorant of the caufes, and of 
the effedsi of the moft important revolutions. 
But the total decay of the national ftrength had 
annihilated even the the laft refource of a defpo- 
tic government ; and the revenue of exhaufted 
provinces t:ould no longer purchafe the military 
fervice of a difcontentecj an4 pufiUanimous peo- 
ple. 

. The 
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The poet, whofe flattery has afcribed to the^egociati- 
Roman eagle the vidories of Pollcntia and Ve-rkands& 
rona, purfuesthe hafty retreat of Alaric, fromiicho, 
the confines of Italy, with a horrid train of ima- ^'^' ^ 
ginary fpeiftres, fuch as might hover over an^ ' 
army of Barbarians, which was almoft extermi- 
nated by war, famine, and difeafe (lOo). In the 
courfe of this unfortunate expedition, the king 
of the Goths mufl indeed have fuftained a con- 
iiderable lofs ; and his harafled forces required 
an interval of repofe to recruit their numbers, 
and revive their confidence, Adverfity had ex- 
ercifed, and difplayed, the genius of Alaric ; and 
the fame of his valour invited, to the Gothic 
lUndard, the braveft of the Barbarian warriors ; 
who, from the Euxine to the Rhine, were agi- 
tated by the defire of rapine and conqUeft. He 
had deferved the efteem, and he foon accepted 
the friendlhip, of Stilicho himfelf. Renouncing 
the fervice of the emperor of the Eaft, Alaric 
concluded, with the court of Ravenna, a treaty 
of peace and alliance, by which he was declared 
mafter-general of the Roman armies throughout 
the prarfedure of Ulyricum ; as it was claimed, 
according to the true and ancient limits, by the 
minifler of Honorius(ioi). The execution of 
the ambitious defign, which was either ftipulated, 
or implied, in the articles of the treaty, appears 
to have been fufpended by the formidable irrup- 
tion of Radagaifus j and the neutrality of the 

Gothic 

(loo) » Comitatar euntem ^ 

Pallor^ et atra fames $ et faucia iividusora 
Lucius ) et inferni ftridentes agmine morbi. 

Claudion in vi Conf. Hon. %%if &c» 
(loi) Thefe dark tranfii6Hons are inveftigated by the Count dc 
Biiat (Hift. des Peuples de TEurope, tonn. vii. c. iii--viii. p. 69«— 
3o6.)» wbofe labonous accuiacy may fometiaies £itigue a Atper- 
ficial reader* 
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Gothic king may perhaps be copipared to the 
indifference of Caefar, who, in the confpiracy of 
Catiline, refufed either to aflTift, or to oppofe, 
the enemy of the republic. After the defisat of 
the Vandals, Stilicho refumed his pretenfions to 
the provinces of the Eaft ; appointed civil ma- 
giftrates for the adminiftration of juftice, and of 
the finances •, and declared his impatience to lead, 
to the gates of Conftantinople, the united armies 
of the Romans and of the Goths. The prudence 
however of Stilicho, his averfion to civil war, 
and his perfeft knowledge of the weaknefs of 
the ftate, may countenance the fufpicipn, that 
domeftic peace, rather than foreign conqueft, 
was the objecft of his policy ; apd, that his prin- 
cipal care was to employ the forces of Alaric at a 
diftance from Italy. This defign could not long 
efcape the penetration of the Gothic king, who 
continued to hold a doubtful, and, perhaps a 
treacherous, correfpondence with the rival courts; 
who protrafted, like a diflatisfied mercenary, 
his languid operations in Theflaly and Epirus, 
and who foon returned to claim the extravagant 
reward of his ineffectual fervices. From his 
camp near i^mona(i02), on the confines of 
Italy, he tranfmitted to the emperor of the 
Weft, a long account of promifes, of expences, 
^nd of demands •, called for immediate latisfac- 
tion, and clearly intimated the confequences of 
a refafal. Yet if his condu6t was hoftile, his 
language wa§ decent and dutiful. He humbly 

profeffed 

(lot) Sec Zofimu?, I. V, p. 334» 335« He interrupts his fcan- 
ty narrative, to relate the fable of ^mona, and of the (hip Ar- 
go; which was drawn over land from that place to the Hadriatic. 
Sozomen (1. viii. c. ^5. I. ix, c. 4.) and Socrates (I. vii. c- 10.) 
caft a pale and doubtful light ^ And Orofius (I. vii. c. 38. p. 571.) 
^8 abominably partial. 
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profeffed himfelf the friend of Stilicho, and the 
foldier of Honorius ; offered his perfon and his 
troops to march, without delay, againft the ufur- 
per of Gaul ^ and folicited, as a permanent re- 
treat for the Gothic nation, the poffeffion of feme 
vacant province of the Weftern empire. 

The political and fecret tranfaftions of two Debates of 
ftatefmen, who laboured to deceive each other J.^^^g^^'^"'*'* 
and the world, muft for ever have been conceal- A. D*4o^ 
ed in the impenetrable darknefs of the cabinet, 
if the debates of a popular affembly had not 
thrown fome rays of light on the correfpondence 
of Alaric and Stilicho. The neceffity of finding 
fome artificial fupport for a government, which, 
from a principle, not of moderation, but of 
weaknefs, was reduced to negociate with its own 
fubjedls, had infenfibly revived the authority of 
the Roman fenate : and the minifter of Hono- 
rius refpeftfuUy confulted the l^giflative council 
of the republic. StiKcho affembled the fenate in 
the palace of the Cacfars ; reprefented, in a ftu- 
died oration, the adiial ftate of affairs ; propofed 
the demands of the Gothic king, and fubmitted 
to their confideration the choice of peace or war. 
The fenators, as if they had been fuddenly 
awakened from a dream of four hundred years, 
appeared on this important occafion to be in- 
fpired by the courage, rather than by the wif- 
dom, of their predeceffors. They loudly de- 
clared, in regular fpeeches, or in tumultuary 
acclamations, that it was unworthy of the ma- 
jefty of Rome, to purchafe a precarious and 
difgraceful truce from a Barbarian king; and 
that, in the judgment of a magnanimous people, 
the chance of ruin was always preferable to the 
certainty of diffionour. The minifter, whofe 
pacific intentions were feconcled only by the . 

voices 
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voices of a few fervile and venal followers, at- 
tempted to allay the general ferment, by an 
apology for his own condudt, and even for the 
demands of the Gothic prince. " The pay- 
** ment of a fubfidy, which had excited the in- 
** dignation of the Romans, ought not (fuch 
** was the language of Stilicho) to be confider^ 
** in the odious light, either of a tribute, or of a 
*• ranfom, extorted by the menaces of a Barba- 
•* rian enemy. Alaric had faithfully afferted the 
*' juft pretenfions of the republic to the pro- 
** vinces which were ufurped by the Greeks of 
*' Conftantinople : he modeftly required the fair 
** and ftipulated recompence of his fervices; 
** and if he had defifted from the profecution of 
^ his enterprife, he had obeyed, in his retreat^ 
•' the peremptory, though private, letters of the 
** emperor himfelf. Thefe contradidory orders 
** (he would not diffemble the errors of his own 
** family) had been procured by the interceffion 
" of Serena. The tender piety of his wife had 
** been too deeply afFefted by the difcord of the 
" royal brothers, the fonsof her adopted father; 
" and the fentiments of nature had too eafily 
' " prevailed over the ftern didates of the public 
" welfare." Thefe oftenfible reiifons, which 
faintly difguife the obfcure intrigues of the pa- 
lace of Ravenna, were fupported by the autho- 
rity of Stilicho ; and obtained, after a warm de- 
bate, the reluftant approbation .of the fenate. 
The tumult of virtue and freedom fubfided ; 
and the fum of four thoufand pounds of gold 
was granted, under the name of a fubfidy, to fe- 
cure the peace of Italy, and to concilitate the 
friendlhip of the king of the Goths. Lampa- 
dius alone, one of the moft illuftrious members 
of the afTemby, ftill perfifted in his diffent; ex- 
claimed 
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claimed with a loud voice, " This is not a treaty 
•* of peace, but of fervitude (102) ;" and efca- 
ped the danger of fuch bold oppofition by im- 
mediately retiring to thefandtuary of a Chriftian 
church. 

But the reign of Stilicho drew towards its end . intriguet 
and the proud minifter might perceive the fymp-j^/ccl^AS* 
toms of his approaching difgrace. The gene-408! Miy. 
rous boldnefs of Lampadius had been applaud- 
ed ; and the fenate, fo patiently refighed to a 
long fervitude, rejeded with difdain the offer of 
inviduous and imaginary freedom. The troops^ 
who ftill afliimed the name and prerogative of 
the Roman legions, were cxafperated by the 
partial affeftion of Stilicho for the Barbarians : 
and the people imputed to the mifchievous po- 
licy of the minifter, the public misfortunes, which 
were the natural confequence of their owndege-» 
neracy. Yet Stilicho might have continued to 
brave the clamours of the people, and even of 
the foldiers, if he could have maintained his do- 
minion over the feeble mind of his pupil. But 
the refpeftful attachment of Honorius was con* 
verted into fear, fufpicion, and hatred. The 
crafty Olympius (103), who concealed his vices 

under 

(io») ZoHmaSt 1. v. p. 338, 339. He repeats the words of 
I^ainpadiusy at they were [j>oke in Latin; ** Non eft ifta pax, fed 
paftio fervitutisy** and then tranflates them into Greek for the be- 
nefit of his readers. 

(103) He came from the coaft of the Euxine^ and exercifed a 
Iplendid office, XafMFfoii h rforua^ iv tok ^auriXitoK a|»tffMrof. 
His aflions juftify his character, wiiich Zoiimus (I. v. p. 340.) 
cxpofes with vifible fatisfadlion. Auguftin revered the piety of 
Olympius, whom he ftyles a true Ton of the church (Baronius, 
Annal. Ecclef. A, D. 408. No. 19, &c. Tillemont, Mem. Ec- 
cief. torn. xiii. p. 467, 468.)* But thefe praifes, which the Afri- 
can faint fo unworthily bcftowS| might proceed^ as well from ig- 
norance^ as from adulation. 
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under the maflc of Chriftian piety, had fecretly 
undermined the benefador, by whofe favour he 
was promoted to the honourable offices of the 
Imperial palace. Olympius revealed to the un- 
fufpeding emperor, who had attained the twen- 
ty-fifth year of his age, that he was without 
weight, or authority, in his own government 5 
and artfully alarmed his timid and indolent dif- 
pofition by a lively pifture of the defigns of Sti- 
licho, who already meditated the death of his fo- 
vereign, with the amibitious hope of placing the 
diadem on the head of his fon Eucherius. The 
emperor was inftigated, by his new favourite, to 
affume the tone of independent dignity ; and the 
minifter was aftoniftied to find, that fecret refo- 
lutions were formed in the court and council, 
which were repugnant to his intereft, or to his 
intentions. Inftead of refiding in the palace of 
Rome, Honorius declared, that it was his plea- 
fure to return to the fecure fortrefs of Ravenna. 
On the firft intelligence of the death of his bro- 
ther Arcadius, he prepared to vifit Conftantino- 
ple, and to regulate, with the authority of a 
guardian, the provinces of the infant Theodo- 
fius (104). The reprefentation of the difficulty 
and expence of fuch a diftant expedition, check' 
ed this ftrange and fudden fally of a'dlive dili- 
gence ; but the dangerous project of fhcwing the 
emperor to the camp of Pavia, which was com- 
pofed of the Roman troops, the enemies of Sti- 
licho, and his Barbarian auxiliaries, remained 
fixed and unalterable. The mii)ifter was preflcd, 
by the advice of his confident Juftinian, a Roman 

advocate, 

(1C4) Zofimus, 1. ir« p. 338, 359. Sozoinen» 1. ix. c. 4. Sti- 
licho ofiered to undertake the journey to Conftantinople, that he 
might divert Honorius from the vain attempt. The £aftern 
empire would not l)ave obeyed^ and could not have been con- 
04icred, 
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advocate, of a lively and penetrating genius, to 
oppofe a journey fo prejudicial to his reputation 
and fafety. His ftrenuous, but inefFedual, ef- 
forts confirmed the triumph of Olympius ; and 
the prudent lawyer withdrew himfelf from the 
impending ruin of hiis patron. 

In the paflage of the emperor through Bo-Difgracc 
logna, a mutiny of the guards was excited and *f 5j||^*,*|J' 
appeafed by the fecret policy of Stilicho; whoA.D.^oS' 
announced his inftrudtions to decimate the guilty, Auguft 23. 
and afcribed to his own interceflion the merit of 
their pardon. After this tumult, Honorius em- 
braced, for the laft time, the minifter whom he 
now confidered as a tyrant, and proceeded on 
his way to the camp of Pavia ; where he was re- 
ceived by the loyal acclamations of the troops 
who were affembled for the fervice of the Galtc 
war. On the morning of the fourth day, he pro- 
nounced, as he had been taught, a military ora- 
tion in the prefence of the foldiers, whom the 
charitable vifits, and artful difcourfes of Olympi- 
us had prepared to execute a dark and bloody 
confpiracy . At the firft fignal they maflacred the 
friends of Stilicho, the moll illuftrious officers of 
the empire ; two praetorian praefedts, of Gaul, 
and of Italy ; two mafters-general, of the ca- 
valry, and infantry -, the mafter of the offices ; 
the quaeftor, the treafurer, and the count of the 
domeftics. Many lives were loft ; many houfes 
were plundered ; the furious fedition continued 
to rage till the clofe of the evening ^ and the 
trembling emperor, who was feen in the llreets 
of Pavia, without his robes or diadem, yielded 
to the perfuafions of his favourite ; condemned 
the memory of theflain ; and folemnly approved 
the innocence and fidelity of their affalTms, The 
intelligence of the maflacre of Pavia filled the 
mind of Stilicho with juft and gloomy appre- 

henfions : 
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henfions: and he inftantly fummoned, in the 
camp of Bologna, a council of the confederate 
^ leaders, who were attached to his fervice, and 
would be involved in his ruin. The impetuous 
voice of the afiembly called aloud for arms, and for 
revenge •, to march, without a moment's delay^ 
under the banners of a hero, whom they had lo 
often followed to victory ; to furprife, to opprefs, 
to extirpate the guilty Olympius, and his d^e- 
nerate Romans; and perhaps to fix the diadem 
on the head of their injured general. Inftead of 
executing a refolution, which might have been 
juftified by fuccefs, Stilicho hefitated till he was 
irrecoverably loft. He was ftiil ignorant of the 
fate of the emperor*, he diftrufted the fidelity of 
his own party ; and he viewed with horror the 
fatal confequences of arming a crowd of licenti- 
ous Barbarians, againft the loldiers and people of 
Italy. The confederates, impatient of his timo- 
rous and doubtful delay, haftily retired, with 
fear and indignation. At the hour of midnight, 
Sarus, a Gothic warrior, renowned amoi^ the 
Barbarians themfelves for his ftrength and valour, 
fuddenly invaded the camp of his benefactor, 
plundered the baggage, cut in pieces the faithful 
Huns, who guarded Ws perfon, and penetrated 
to the tent, where the minifter, penfive and flcep- 
lefs, meditated on the dangers of his fituation. 
Stilicho efcaped with difficulty from the fword of 
the Goths ; and, after ilfuing a laft and generous 
admonition to the cities of Italy, to (hut their 
gates againft the Barbarians, his confidence, or his 
defpair, urged him to throw himfelf into Ra- 
venna, which was abready in the abfolute poflef- 
fipn of his enemies. Olympius, who had alTu- 
med the dominion of Honorius, was fpeedily in- 
formed, that his rival had embraced^ as a fup- 
pliant, the altar of the Chriftian church. The 

bafe 
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bafe and cruel difpofition of the hypocrite was in- 
capable of pity or remorfe ; but he pioufly af- 
fected to elude, rather than to violate the privilege 
of the fandtuary. Q)unt Heraclian, with a troop 
of foldiers, appeared, at the dawn of day, be- 
fore the gates of the church of Ravenna. The 
biftiop was fatisfied by a folemn oath, that the 
Imperial mandate only directed them to fecure 
the perfon of Stilicho : but as foon as the unfor- 
tunate minifter had been tempted beyond the 
holy threftiold, he produced the warrant for his 
inftant execution. Stilicho fupported, with calm 
rcfignation, the injurious names of traitor and 
parricide •, repreffed the unfeafonable zeal of his 
tollowers, who were ready to attempt an ineffec- 
tual refcue ; and with a firmnefs not unworthy 
of the laft of the Roman generals, fubmitted his 
neck to the fword of Heraclian (105). 

The fervile crowd of the palace, who had fo His memo- 
long adored the fortune of Stilicho, affefted to|[yjP**^^^"' 
infult his fall ; and the moft diftant connexion 
with the mafter-general of the Weft, which had 
fo lately been a title t6 wealth and honours, was 
ftudioufly denied, and rigoroufly puniflied. His 
family, imited by a triple alliance with the fa- 
mily of Theodofius, might envy the condition 
of the meaneft peafant. The flight of his fon 
Eucherius was intercepted ; and the death of that 
innocent youth foon followed the divorce of 
Thermantia, who filled the place of her fifter 
Maria 5 and who, like Maria, had remained a 

virgin 

(los) 2ofiiiius (I, V. p. 336—345.) has copioufly, tliougb not 
clearly, related- the diTgrace and death of Stilicho. Olympiodo- 
rus (apudPhot. p. 177. )» Orofius (1. vii. c. 38. p. 571, 57a)> 
Sozomcn (I. ix. c. 4.), and Philoftorgius (I. xi. c. 3. 1. xii. c, z ), 
afford rupplemental hinu. 
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virgin in the Imperial bed ( 1 06). The friends of 
Stilicho, who had efcaped the mal&cre of Pavia, 
were perfecuted by the implacable revenge of 
Olympius ; and the mod exquifite cruelty was 
employed to extort the confeflion of a treafona- 
ble and facrilegious confpiracy. They died in 
filence : their firmnefs jullified the choice (107), 
and perhaps abfolved the innocence, of their pa- 
tron ; and the dcfpotic power, which could take 
his life without a trial, andftigmatife his memory 
without a proof, has no jurifdidtion over the im- 
partial fufFrage of poftenty (io8), Thefervices 
of Stilicho are great and manifeft ; his crimes, as 
they are vaguely ftated in the language of flat- 
tery and hatred, are obfcure, at lead, and im- 
probable. About four months after his death, an 
edid was publiflied, in the name of Honorius, to 
reftore the free communication of the two em- 
pires, which had been fo long interrupted by the 
public enemy (109). The minifter, whofe fame 
and fortune depended on the profperity of the 
Hate, was accufed of betraying Italy to the Bar- 
barians ; whom he repeatedly vanquiihed at Pol- 

lentia, 

(106) Zenmus, 1. ▼. p. 333. The marriage of a Chriftiaa 
with two iiftersy fcandaiires Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs* tern. 
V. p. 557*) » who expels, in vain, that pope Innocent I. fliould 
have done ibmething in the way, either of cenfure, or of diipen-^ 
fation. 

(107) Two of his friends are honourably mentioned (Zofi- 
mus, 1. V. p. S46.) : Peter, chief of the fehool of notaries, and 
the great chamberlain Deuterius. Stilicho had fecured the bed- 
chamber ; and it is furprifing, that, under a feeble prince, the 
bed-chamber was not able to A^cure him. 

(108) Oi'ofius (I. vii. c. 38. p«57Z>572.) feems to copy the 
f;i^ire and furious manifeft os, which were difpetfccl through the 
provinces by the new adminitlration. - . 

(109) See the Theodulian Code, 1. vii. tit. xvi. leg. z, I. ix. 
tit. xlii. leg. 22. Stilicho is branded with the name of fraJ§ 
pubUcust who employed his wealth, ad ommm dU^mdanh tnfitic» 
tmtdamqucBatbatum* 
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Icntia, at Verona, and before the walls of Flo- 
rence. His pretended dcfign of placing the dia- 
dem on the head of his fon Eucherius, could not 
have been conducted without preparations or ac-- 
complices ; and the ambitious father would not 
furely have left the future emperor, till the twen- 
tieth year of his age, in the humble ftation of 
tribune of the notaries. Even the religion of 
Stilicho was arraigned by the malice of his rival. 
The feafonable, and almoft miraculous, deliver- 
ance was devoutly celebrated by the applaufc of 
the clergy ; whoafferted, that the reftoration of 
idols, and the perfecution of the church, would 
have been the firft meafure of the reign of Eu-' 
cherius. The fon of Stilicho, however, was edu- 
cated in the bofom of Chriftianity, which his 
father had uniformly profefled, and zealoufly 
fupported (110). Serena had borrowed her mag- 
nificent necklace from the ftatue of Vefta ( 1 1 1 ) ; 
and the Pagans execrated the memory of the fa- 
crilegious minifter, by whofe order the Sibylinc 
books, the oracles of Rome, had been committed 
to the flames ( 1 1 2). The pride and power of 
Stilicho conftituted his real guilt. An honoura- 
ble reluftance to (bed the blood of his country- 
VoL. V. Q^ men, 

(no) Auguilin himfelf is fatisfied with the efFe£lual lawi^ 
which Stilicho had enaAed againft heretics and idolaters | and 
which are ftill extant in the Code. He only applies to Oiympius 
for their confirmatioa (Baronius, Annal. EccJef. A. D. 408, 
No. 19.). • 

(in) Zofirous, 1. v, p. 351. W^e may obferve the bad tafi* 
of the age, in dreiling their lUtues with iuch aukward finery. 

(112) dee Rutilius Numaiianus (Itinerar. 1. ii. 4i-'*6o.) to 
whom religious enthuiiafm has dilated fome elegant and forcibit 
lines. Stilicho likcwife ftripped the gold plates from the doors 
of the capitol, and read a prophetic fentencej which was engraved 
under thero (Zofimus, \, y. p. 352-)* Thefe are foolifli fioriet: 
yet the charge of impiety adds weight and credit to the praiie, 
which Zofimus reluAantly beftows, of his virtues. 



The 
Clau. 
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men, appears to have contributed to the fucce(s 
of his unworthy rival ; and it is the lad humili-* 
ation of thecharader of Honorius, that pofierity 
has not condefcended to reproach him with his 
baCe ingratitude to the guardian of his youth, and 
the fupport of his empire. « 

pmt Amon^ the train ot dependents, whofe wealth 
idwn, and dignity attradted the notice of their own 
times, our curiofity is excited by the celebrated 
name of the poet Claudian, who enjoyed the 
favour of Stilicho, and was overwhelmed in the 
ruin of his patron. The dtular offices of tri- 
bune and notary fixed his rank in the Imperial 
court : he was indebted to the powerfiil intercef- 
fion of Serena for his marriage 'with a rich heir- 
cfs of the province of AfricaCiij)^ and ^h^ 
ftatueof Claudian, eredted in the forum of Tra- 
jan, was a monument of the tafte and liberality 
of the Roman fenate (i 14). After the praifes of 
Stilicho became ofienfive and criminal, Claucfiian 
was expofed to the enmity of a powerful and un- 
forgiving courtier,, whom he had provoked by 
the infolence of wit. He had compared, in a 
lively epigram, the oppofite charaders of two 
Praetorian praefeds ot Italy 5 he contrafts the 
innocent repofe of a philofopher, who fometimes 

refigned 

(113) At the nuptials of Orpheus (a modeft companion f) all 
the parts of animated nature conttibated- tbcir variova gifts { and 
the gods thamfelv«s enriched their lavouriee. Claudian had nei- 
ther flocks, nor herds, nor vines, or olives. His wealthy brtd* 
vtM heirefs to them ali. But he carried to Africa^ a recomroen- 
datory letter from Serena, his Juno, and was made happy. (Epiil^ 
ii. ad Serenam). 

(114) Chudian feels the honour liiee a man who deferved it (in 
praaf^t. Bell. Get.). The original, infcriptioni on marble, was 
found at Reroe, in the fifteenth century, in the houfe of Pompo* 
nius Laetus. Tire ftstue of a poet, far foperior to Ciaudiaab 
(houid have been eredled, during his life»time, by the men off 
letters, his countrymen, and contemporaries. It was » noble- de^ 
fign! 
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refigned the hours of bufinefs to llumber, per- 
haps to ftudy ; with the intercfted diligence of a 
rapacious minifter, indefatigable in the purfuit of 
unjuft, or faciilcgious gain. " How happy^ 
** continues Claudian, how happy might it be 
♦* for the people of Italy, if Mallius could be 
•* conftantly awake, and if Hadrian would al- 
** ways fleep(ii::)!" The repofe of Mallius 
was not diftuibed by this friendly and gentle ad- 
monition ; but the cruel vigilance of Hadrian 
watched the opportunity of revenge, and cafily 
obtain2d, from the enemies of St ilicho, the trifling 
facrifice of an abncxious p':et. The poet con- 
cealed himfelf, however, during the tumult of 
the revolution ; and, confulting the diftates of 
prudence, rather than of honour, he addreffed, in 
the form of an epiftle, a fuppliant and humble 
recantation to the offended praefedt. He de- 
plores, in mournful drams, the fatal indifcre- 
1km into which he had been hurried by paffion 
and folly ; fubmits to the imitation of his adver- 
fary, the generous examples of the clemency of 
of gods, of heroes, and of lions ; and txprefles 
his hope, that the magnanimity of Hadrian will 
not trample on a defencelefs and contemptible 
foe, already humbled by difgrace and poverty • 
and deeply wounded by the exile, the tortures, 
and the death of his deareft friends (ii 6)* 
Q^ Whatever 

(115) See Epigram XXX. 

Mallius indulset r«mno node/que diefque t 
Infomnis Phariuj facra, profana, rapit. 

Omnibus, hoc, Italae gentes, expofcite votis 
Mallius ut vigilet, dormiat utPharius. 
Hadrian was a Phaiian (of Alexandria). See his public life in 
Godefroy, Cod. Thcodof. torn. vi. p 364.. Mallius did not always 
fltop. He compofed fome elegant dialogues on the Greek fyftems 
40f nattiral philoiophy (Claud, in Mall. Tlieodor. Conf. 61— -ii.a)» 

(i 16) See Claudian's firft Epiftle. Yet, in fome places^ an air 
«f irony and indignation betrays his fecret relu^ancc* 
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Whatever might be the fuccefs of his prayer^ 
or the accidents of his future life, the period of 
a few years levelled in the grave the minifter and 
the poet ; but the name of Hadrian is almoft 
funk in oblivion, while Claudian is read with 
pleafure in every country which has retained, or 
acquired, the knowledge of the Latin language. 
If we fairly balance his merits and his defefts, 
we fliall acknowledge, that Claudian docs not 
cither fatisfy, or filcnce, our reafon. It would 
not be eafy to produce a paffage that deferves 
the epithet of fublime or pathetic ; to feledt a 
a verfe, that melts the heart, or enlarges the 
imagination. We fhould vainly feek, in the 
poems of Claudian, the happy invention, and 
artificial condud, of an interefting fable ; or the 
juft and lively reprefentation of the charadtcrs 
and fituations of real life. For the fervicc of 
his patron, he publiflied occafional panegyrics 
and inve^ives : and the defign of thefe flavifti 
compofitions encouraged his propenfity to exceed 
the limits of truth and nature; Thefe imper- 
fedtions, however, are compenfated in fome de- 
gree by ' the poetical virtues of Claudian. He 
was endowed with the rare and precious talent 
of raifing the meaneft, of adorning. the moft 
barren, and of diverfifying the moft funilar, 
topics : his colouring, qiore efpecially in defcrip- 
tive poetry, is foft and fplendid ; and he feldom 
fails to difplay, and even to abufe, the advan- 
tages of a cultivated underftanding, a copious 
fancy, an eafy, and fometimes forcible, ex- 
preflion ; and a perpetual flow of harmonious 
verfification. To thefe commendations, inde* 
pendent of any accidents of time, and place, 
we muft add the peculiar merit which Claudian 
derived from the unfavourable circumftances of 

hi$ 
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his birth. In the decline of arts, and of empire, 
a native of Egypt (117), who had received the . 
education of a iSreek, affuraed, in a mature ^e, 
the familiar ufe, and abfolute command, of the 
Latin language (i 18) ; foared above the heads of 
his feeble contemporaries; and placed himfelf, 
after an interval of three hundred years, arnong 
the poets of ancient Rome (119). 

(117) National vanity has made h\m a Florentine,' or a Spani- 
ard. But the firft epiftJe of CiaudiaR proves him a native of 
Alexandria (Fabiicius> Bibliot. X«atin. torn. iii. p. 191—202. 
edit. Erneft.). 

' (118) His firft Latin verfes were eompofed during the conful* 
Ihip of Probinus» A, D. 395'. 

Romanes bibimus primum, te confule^ fontes 

£t Latix ceflit Graia Thalia t«gae. 
Befides Tome Greek epigrams, which are ftill extant, the Latin 
poet had eompofed in Greeks the Antiquities of Tarfus, Anazar- 
bus; Bcrytus, Nice, &c. It is more eafy to fupply the lofs of 
good poetry, than of authentic hiftory. 

(119) Strada (ProlufioQ v, vi.) allows him to contend with 
the five heroic poets, Lucretius, Virgil, Ovid, Lucan, and Sta- 
tius. His patron is the accomplifhed courtier Balthazar Caftigli- 
one. His admirers are numerous and paflionate. Yet the rigi<i 
critics reproach the exotic weeds, or flowers, which fpring too 
luxuriantly in bis Latian ifoih 
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CHAP. XXXL 

Iwoajim of Italy hy Alaric. — Manners of the Roman 
Senate and Peopk.—Rome is thrice befieged^ and 
at length pillaged^ hy the Goths. — Death cf AU- 
ric. — fhe Goths evacuate Italy.— Fall of ^Qn^asir^ 
tine.-^Gaul arid Spain are occupied hy the Barbar 
rians.— Independence of Britain. 

Wcakneft ^TpHE incapacity of a weak and diftraftcd 
of Ra^n-' A government may often aflumc the ap- 
•a, pearance, and produce the ^Sk(^ of a tieafon- 

AjD.4o8,^{3lg correfpondence with the public enemy. If 
^*"* ''Alaric himfelf had been introduced into the 
council of Ravenna, he would probably have 
advifed the fame meafures which were adually 
purfued by the minifters of Honorius(i). The 
king of the Goths would have confpired, per- 
haps with fome reludance, to deftroy the formi* 
dable adverfary, by whofc arms, in Italy, as 
well as in Greece, he had been twice overthrown. 
^heir aiSkive and interefted hatred laborioufly ac- 
complifhed the difgrace and ruin of the great 
Stilicho. The valour of Sarus, his fame in arms, 
and his perfonal, or hereditary, influence over 
the confederate Barbarians, could recommend 
htm only to the friends of their country, who 
defpifed, or detefted, the worthlefs charafters of 
Turpilip, Varanes, and Vigilantius. By the 
preffing ihftances of the new favourites, thefe 
goieraS, unworthy* as they had Ihcwn them- 

felves 

(l) The reries of events, from the death of Stilicho, to the su> 
rival of ^laric before Romej can only be fottod in Zofimus, 1. v. 
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felvcs of the name of foldiers (2), were promoted 
to the command of the cavalry, of the infantry, 
and of the domeftic troops. Tlie Gothic prince 
would have fubfcribed with pleafure the edict 
which the fenaticifm of Olympius diftated to 
the fimplc and devout emperor. Honorius ex- 
eluded all perfons, who were adverfe to the ca- 
tholic church, from holding any office in the 
ilatc ; obftinately rejcfted the fervice of all thofe 
who difented from his religion ; and ralhly dif- 
qualified many of his braveft and moft flcilful 
officers, who adhered to the Pagan worlhip, or 
who had imbibed the opinions of Arianifm (3), 
Thefe meafures, fo advantageous to an enemy, 
Alaric would have approval, and might per- 
haps have fuggefted ; but it may feem doubtfril, 
whether the Barbarian would have promoted his 
intereft at the expenpe of the inhuman and ab- 
furd cruelty, which was perpetrated by the di- 
redion, or at leaft with the connivance, of the 
Imperial miniftcrs. The foreign auxiliaries, whq 
had been attached to the perfon of Stificho, la- 
mented his death ; but' the defire of revenge was 
checked by a natural apprehenfion for the fafe- 
ty of their wives and children ; who were de- 
tained as hoftages in the ftrong citjes of Italy, 
where they had likewife depofited their moft va- 
luable efiefts. At the fame hour, and as if by 
a common fignal, the cities of Italy were pol- 
luted 

' (ft) The exprefiton of Zofimus it ftrong and livtly» uaruffot" 
9^vi|ia«i«7MTMi«tXff4wic«^MjrraK> fuflUdctit to cxciie Uie coA« 
lenipt of the enemy. 

(3) Eos qui catbolicac feftae font inimtd, intra paUttuoi mili* 
tare prohibemva. Nuliua nobis fit altqua ratione oonjvnaus, qi« 
a nobia fide et religiooe difcordat. Cod. Theodof, K avi. tjf . r, 
leg. ^a. and Godefroy't Commentary, torn. vi. p. i&f. Tbia 
law was applied ill the utmoft latitude, aiKi rigoroaflj executed. 
i V. p. 364* 
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luted by the fame horrid fcenes of univerfel maC- 
facr© and pillage, which involved, in promifcu- 
bus deftruftion, the families and fortunes of the 
Barbarians. Exafperated by fuch an injury, 
which might have awakened the tameft and moft 
fcrvile fpirit, they caft a look of indignation and 
hope towards the camp of Alaric, and unani- 
moufly fwore to purfue, with juft and implacable 
war, the perfidious nation, that had fo bafely 
violated the laws of hofpitality. By the impru- 
dent condud of the minifters of Honorius, the 
republic loft the afliftance, and deferved the 
enmity, of thirty thoufand of her braveft foldi- 
ers : and the weight of that formidable army, 
which alone might have determined the event of 
the war, was transferred from the fcale of the 
Romans into that of the Goths. 
AUric In the arts of negociation, as well as in thofe 

" R^ me ^^ ^^^» ^^^ Gothic King maintained his fuperior 
A.D.4o8,afcendant over aij enemy, whofe feeming 
oftober, changes proceeded from the total want of coun- 
*^* ^ Ifd and defisn. From his camp, on the confines 
■ ---^ of Italy, Alaric attentively oblerved the revolu- 
tions of the palace, watched the progrefs of 
fadtion and difcontent, difguifed the hoftile af- 
pedt of a Barbarian invader, and affumed the 
more popular appearance of the fi-iend and ally 
of the great Stilicho; to whofe virtues, when 
they were no longer formidable, he could pay a 
juft tribute of fincere praife and regret. The 
preffing invitation of the malcontents, who urged 
the king of the Goths to invade Italy, was en- 
forced by a lively fenfe of his perfonal injuries ; 
and he might fpecioufly complain, that the Im- 
perial minifters ftill delayed and eluded the pay^* 
ment of the four thoufand pounds of gold ; 
>vhich had been granted by the Rpman fenate, 

either 
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either to reward his fervices, or to appeafe his 
fury. His decent firmnefs was fupported by an 
artful moderation, which contributed to the fuc- 
cefs of his defigns. He required a fair and rea- 
fonable fatisfaetion ; but he gave the ftrongeft 
affurances, that, as foon as he had obtained it, 
he would immediately retire. He refufed to 
truft the faith of the Romans, unlefs Mtius and 
Jaf n, the fons of two great officers of ftate, 
were fent as hoftages to his camp : but he offer- 
ed to deliver, in exchange, feveral of the no- 
tleft youths of the Gothic nation. The mo- 
defty of Alaric was interpreted, by the minifters 
of Ravenna, as a fure evidence of his weaknefs 
and fear. They difdained either to negociate a 
treaty, or to aflemble an army ; and with a rafh 
confidence, deiived only from their ignorance of 
the extreme danger, irretrievably wafted the dc- 
cifive moments of peace and war. While they ' * 
cxpeded, in fullen filence, that the Barbarians 
Ihould evacuate the confines of Italy, Alaric, 
with bold and rapid marches, paffed the Alps 
and the Po ; haftily pillaged the cities of Aqui* 
leia, Altinum, Concordia, and Cremona, which 
yielded to his arms; increafed his forces by the 
acceffion of thirty thoufand auxiliaries; and, 
without meeting a fingle enemy in the field, ad- 
vanced as hr as the edge of the morafs which 
protefted the impregnable refidence of the em- 
peror of the Weft. Inftead of attempting the 
fiopelefs fiege of Ravenna, the prudent leader of 
the Goths proceeded to Rimini, ftretched his ra- 
vages along the fea coaft of the Hadriatic, and 
meditated the conqueft of the ancient miftrefs of 
the world. An Italian hermit, whofe zeal and 
fanCiity were refpeded by the Barbarians them- 
jfelves, encountered the vidtorious monarch, and 

boldly 
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boldly denounced the mcfignation of heaven 
againft tlie opprellbrs of the earth : but the faint 
himfelf was confounded by the folemn aff ve- 
ration of Alaric, tl^at he felt a fecrot and praeter- 
nat i.al impulfe, which direded, and even com-' 
pelhd, his march to the gates of Rome. He 
felt, that his genius and his fortune were equal 
to the mod arduous enterprifes ; and the cnthu- 
fiafm which he communicated to tae G Jtb, in-^ 
fenfibly removed the popular, and almoft fuper- 
ftitious, reverence of the nations for th^ raajefty 
erf" the Roman name; His troops, animated by 
the hopes of fpoil, followed the courfe of the 
Flaminian way, occupied the unguarded pafles 
of the Apr^nnine (4), defcended into the rich 
plains of Uinbria ; and, as they lay encamped 
on the banks of the Clituranus, might wantonly 
flaughter and devour the milk-white oxen, which 
had been fo long referved for the ufe of Roman 
triumphs (5). A lofty fituation, and a feafona* 
ble tempeft of thunder and lightning, preferved 
the little city of Narni -, but the king of the 
Goths, defpifing the ignoble prey, ftill advanced 
with unabated vigour; and after he had pajfled 
through the ftately arches, adorned with the 

Ipoib 

(4) Addiibfi (fee hts Works, vol. ii. p^ 54. edit. BaftenrtHc) 
has given a very pi^urel<iue deicription of the road through the 
Apennine. Thie Goths were not at leifure to obferve the l^autier 
of the profpeA $ bat they were pleafed to find that the Saxa Inter- 
cifii» a narrow paflage which Vefpafian bad cut through the rock 

* (Cluver. Italia Anti(|. tom« i. p. 6i8.)> was totally negJed«d. 

(5) Hinc albi, Clitumne» greges, et maxima Taurus 
Vi^ima^ fxpe tuo perfufi Aumine facro 
Romanof ad templa Deum duxere Triumphos. 

Beiides Vireil, moft of the Latin poets, Propertius, Lucan, ^iliua 
Itaticus, CTaudian, &c. whofe paflages may be foudd in Qove- 
i;iu8 and Addtibn, have celebrated the trtumphal viAlmt of the 
Clitumnuf. 
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fpoils of Barbaric vidoricfi, he pitched his camp 
under the walls of Rome (6). 

During a period of fix hundred and nineteen Hannibal 
years, the feat of empire had never btea vbJated*^^^JP||^ 
by the prefence rf a foreign enemy. The un-^ 
fuccefsful expedition of Hannibal (7), ferved 6/ f 
only to difplay the charader of the fenate and 
people; of a fenate degraded, rather than enno* 
bled, by the comparifon of an ailembly c^ Icings ; 
and of a people, to whom the ambaflador of 
Pyrrhus afcribed the inexhaullible refources of 
tl^ Hydra (8). Each of the fenat(H«, in the 
time of the Punic war, had accompiifhed his 
term of ipilitary fervice, either in a lubcrdinate 
or a fuperior Hation ; and the decree, which in- 
veiled with temporary command all dio& who 
had been confuJs, or cenfors, or diiftators, gave 
the repubfic the immediate afliAance of many 
brave and experienced generals. In the begin* 
ning of the war, the Roman people confifled of 
two hundred and fifty thoufand citizens of an j j 
age to bear arms (9). Fifty thoufiuid had al«- 

ready 

(6) Some ideas •£ the mArch of Alaric are borrowed from <te 
|ourney of Honoriut over the fame ground. (See Claudian in vi 
Conf. Hon. 494*-*5ta.) Thrmeafarcd diftance between RareB- 
na and Rome, was 254 Roman miles. Itioerar, Wefleling, 
p, i«6. 

(7) The march and retreat of Hannibal are defcribed by Livy, \ ,. 
I. xxvi. c. 7, S, 9, lOy 11. ; and the reader is made a fptoator of 
ifie intetefiing feene. 

(S) Thefe coraparifons wiKre uled by Cyncas, the counfellor of 
PyrrbttS, af^ his return from his embaify, ia which be had dili- 
l^tly ftiidicd the diicipline and manners of Rome. See Plutarch 
in Pyrrho» torn. ii. p. 459. 

(9) In the throe ceafitt which were made of the Roman people^ 
mbout the time of the iecond Punic war* the numbers ftmd as fol- 
lows (foeUvy^ Eptfiom. J. xx. Hift. I. xxvii. 36. xxix.' S7«)» 
IS70»2I3, X57»io8y ai4,ooo. The fall of the fecond, and the 
rife of the third, ap^rs fo enormous, that feveral critics, oot- 
; the unaaimity o£ the MSS. have fuipeAcd fome oor* 

fuptiott 
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ready died in the defence of their country ; and 
the twenty-three legions which were employed 
in the different camps of Italy, Greece, Sardi^- 
nia, Sicily, and Spain, required about one hun- 
dred thoufand men. But there ftill remained an 
equal number in Rome, and the adjacent terri- 
tory, who were animated by the fame intrepid 
courage; and every citizen was trained, from 
his earlieft youth, in the difcipline and exercifes 
of a foldier. Hannibal was aftoniftied by the 
conftancy of the fenate, who, without raifmg 
thefiege of Capua, or recalling their fcattered 
forces, expefted his approach. He encamped 
on the banks of the Anio, at the diftance of 
three miles from the city : and he was foon in- 
formed, that the ground on which he had pitch- 
ed his tent, was fold for an adequate price at a 
public au6tton ; and that a body of troops was 
difmiffed by an oppofite road, to reinforce the 
legions of Spain ( I o). He led his Africans to 
the gates of Rome, where he found three ar- 
mies in order of battle, prepared to receive hin\ § 
but Hannibal dreaded the event of a combat, 
from which he could not hope to efcape, unlefs 
he deftroyed the laft of his enemies ; and his 
I fpeedy retreat confeffed the invincible courage 
7 of the Romans. 

Frorn 

ruption of the text of Livy, (See Drakenborch ad xxvii. 36; 
tnd Beaufort, Repablique Romaine, torn. i. p. 325.) They did 
not confider that the (econd cenfus was taken only at Rome, and 
that the. numbers were diminifhed, not only by the death, but 
like wife by the abfence^ of many foldiers. In the third cenfus, 
Liyy exprefsly affirms, that the legions were muftered by the care 
of particular commiflaries* From the numbers on the lid, we 
muft always dedu^ one twelfth above threefcore, and incapable of 
bearing arms. See Population de la France, p. 72. 

(10) Livy confiders thefe two incidents as the effe6ls only of 
chance and courage, I rufpe6l that they were both qsanaged b« 
the admirable policy of the fenate. 
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From the time of the Punic war, theuninter-oweaiogy 
ruptcd fucccffion of fenators had preferved theo*'^*^*^- 
namc and image of the republic; and thedege-"**®^** 
nerate fubjedts of Honorius ambitioufly derived 
their defcent from the heroes who had fepulfed ^ 
the arms of Hannibal, and fubdued the nations ^ - 
of the earth. The temporal honours, which 
the devout Paula (11) inherited and defpifed, are 
carefully recapitulated by Jerom, the guide of 
her confcience, and the hiftorian of her life. 
The genealogy of her father, Rogatus, which 
afcended as high as Agamemnon, might feem to 
betray a Grecian origin ; bat her mother Blaefilla, 
numbered the Scipios, ^milius Paulus, and the 
Gracchi, in the lift of her anceftors; and Toxo- 
tius, the huflband of Paula, deduced his royal 
lineage from ^neas, the father of the Julian ' 
line. The vanity of the rich, who defu^ed to be 
noble, was gratified by thefe lofty pretenfions. 
Encouraged by the applaufe of their parafites, 
they eafily impofed on the credulity of the vul- 
gar ; and were countenanced, in fome mcafure, 
by the cuftom of adopting the name of their 
patron, which had always prevailed among the 
freedmen and clients ot illuftrious families. 
Moft of thofe families, however, attacked by fo 
many caufes of external violence or internal de- 
cay, were gradually extirpated: and it would be 
more reafonable to feek for a lineal defcent of 
twenty generations, among the mountains of the 

Alps, 

<(ii) See JeroiDt toni.i. p. 169, 170. ad Eftochium; hebeftowt 
on Paula the fplendid titles of Gracchorum (iiips, foboles Scipio* 
nxHtiy Paiili haereSy cujat vocabulum trahir, Martiae Papyriae 
Matris Africani vera et germana propago. This particular de-. • 
fcription fuppofes a more folid title than the furname of Juliui^ 
which Toxotius fliared with a thoufand families of 'the Wefterii 
provinces. Sec the Index of Tacitus, of Gruter's Infcriptionsy 
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. Alps^ or m the peacefiil folitude of Apulia, than 
on the theatre of Rome, the feat of fortune, of 
. danger, and of perpetual revolutions. Under 
each fucccffive reign, and from every province 
of the e-mpire, a crowd of hardy- adventurers, 
lifing to eminence by their talents or their vices, 
ufurped Ae wealth, the honours, and the pa- 
laces of Rome; and oppreffed, or protefted, the 
poor and humble remains of c(»fular families; 
who were ignorant, perhaps, of the glory of 
• their anceftors ( i z) . 
TheAnici. In the time of Jerom and Claudian, the fena- 
m family, tors unanimoufly yielded the pre-eminence to 
the Anician fine ; and a flight view of their hif- 
tory will ferve to appreciate the rank and anti- 
quity of the noble families, which contended 
only for the fecond place ( 1 3). During the five 
firft ages of the city, the name of the Anicians 
was unknown; they appear to have derived 
their origin from Praenefte ; and the ambition of 
Ihofe new citizens was long fatisfied with the 
Plebeian honours of tribunes of the people (14). 

One 

(xi) Tacitus (Annal. iii. 55.) affirmt, that, between tlie bat- 
tle ot Allium and the reign of Vefpafian, the fenate was gradii« 
ally filJed with iu*w families^ from the Municipia and colonies of 
Italy. 
(13} Nee quifquana Procerum tentet (licet aers vetufto 
Floreaty et claro cingatur Roma fenatu) 
Se ja£lare parem ; ied prima fede reli^a 
AMcbgmiSf de )ure licet ceriare fecundo. 

Claud, in Prob. et Olybrii ColT. 18. 
$och a compliment paid to the obfcure name of the Auchenii hat 
amazed the critics; but they all agree, that whatever may be the 
erne reading, the fenle of Cbudian can be applied only to the 
Anician family. 

(14) Tbeearlieft date in the annals of Pighius, is that of M* 
Anicius Gallus. Trib.Pl. A. U. C. 506. Anorhei tribune. Ct. 
Anicius, A. U. C. 508. is diftinguiftied by the epithet ot Prae- 
aeftinus. Livy (xlv. 45.) places the Anicii below the great faiai- 
iittof *" 
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One hundred and fixty-eight years before the 
Chriftian sera, the family was ennobled by the 
Fratorfliip of Anicius, who gbrioufly terminated 
the Illyrian war by the cc>nqueft or the nation, 
and the captivity of their king (15). From the 
triumph of that general, three confulfhips, in 
diilant periods^ mark the fuccelfion of the Ani^ 
cian name (16;. From the reign of Diocletian 
to the final extinction of the Wettern empire, 
that name Ihone with a luftre which was not 
eclipfed in the public eftimation, by the majefty 
of the Imperial purple (17;. The feveral branch- 
es, to whom It was communicated, united, by 
marriage or inheritance, the wealth and titles of 
the Annian, the Petronian, and the Oiybrian 
houfes ; and in each generation the number of 
confullhips was multiplied by an hereditary 
claim (18). The Anician family excelled in faith 
and in riches : they were the fiiil of the Roman 

fenate 

(X5) Livyi aliT. 30. 31. xU. 3. aSy 43^ He fiiriy appreci>* 
ate* the merit of Aniciuft^ ami jultly obfervesi that his fame was 
clouded by the Aipcrior luliie of the Macedonian, which preceded 
the lifyrian, triumph. 

(16) The date* of the three confulfliipt are, A. U. C. 593, 
8x8, 967 I the two laft under the reigns of Nero and Caracalia. 
The (econd of thele confuls diftinguilhed himfelf only by hisin- 
famoufl flattery (Tsicit. Annai. xv. 74.) t but even the evidence of 
crimes, if they bear the ftarop uf greatnefs and antiquity, is ad» 
mitted, without rclu&nce* to prove the genealogy of a noble 
houie. 

(17} In the (ixth century, the nobility of the Anician name it 
memioned (Caffiodor. Variar. i. }t. £^>. lo. i2«) with finguUr 
refpefb, by tlie mmilier of a Gothic king of Italy. 
(28) — — Fixus in omnes 

Cognatos proctdit honos $ qoemcumque requiras^ 

Hac de ftirpe vtrum, certum eft de Confule naici. 

Per fafces numer^ntui- Avi, fcmperque renat& 

Nobiiiute virent, et proiem fata lequuntur. 
(Claodian in Prob. et Olyb. , Confulat.. la, &c.) The Anntfy 
whole name Teems to have merged in the Anician, mark the Fafti 
with many confulfhipSy from the time of Vclpafian to the foairth 
century. 
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fenatc who embraced Chriftianity ; and, it is pro-' 
bable that Anicius Julian, who was afterwards 
cx^nful and praefedt of the city, atoned for his 
attachment to the party of Maxentius, by the 
readinefs with which he accepted the religion of 
Conftantine (19). Their ample patrimony was 
increafed by the induftry of Probus, the chief of 
the Anician family ; who fliared with Gratian the 
honours of the confullhip, and exerdfed four 
times the high office of Praetorian praefeck (20). 
His immenfe eftates were fcattered over the 
wide extent of the Roman world ; and though the 
public might fufpeft, or difapprove, the methods, 
by which they had been acquired ; the generofity 
and magnificence of that fortunate ftatefman de- 
ferved the gratitude of his clients, and the admi- 
ration of ftrangers (21). Such was the refpeft 
entertained for his memory, that the two fons of 
Probus, in their earlieft youths, and at the requeft 
of the fenate, were aflbciated in the confular 
4^. .^ dignity : a nciemorable diftindtion, without ex- 
^^^^'-4inple, in the annals of Rome. (22.) 

*^The 

(19) The title of the firft ChHftiaQ fenator may be juftlfied by 
the authority of Prudentius (in Symmach. i. 553.)i ^^^ ^^ ^i^ 
like of the Pagans to the Anician family. See Tillemont, Hift. 
des Empereurs, torn. iv. p. 1S3. v. p. 44. Baron. AnnaU A.D. 
31a. No. 78. A. D. 3aa. No. a, 

(20) Probus . . • clarttudine generis et potentia et opftm raag* 
nitudine, cognitus Orbi Romano, per quern univerfum poene pa- 
trimonia fparfa pofledity jufte an fecus non jadicioH eft noArt» 
Ammian. Marcellin. xxvii. 1 1. His children and widow eredted for 
him a magnificent tomb in the Vatican, which was demolifhed in 
the time of pope Nicholas V. to make room for the new church of 
St. Peter. Baron ius, who laments the ruin of this Chriftian mo- 
numenty has diligently preferved the infcriptions and bafTo-re* 
lievos. Sec AnnaL Ecclef. A. D. 395. No. 5—17. 

(ai) Two Perfian Satraps travelled to Milan and Rome to hear 
St. Ambrofe, and to fee Probus (Paulin. in Vit. Ambrof.), 
Claudian (in Conf. Probin. et Oiybr. 30^60.) feems at a lois> 
how to exprefs the glory of Probus. 

(12} See the poem which Claudian addrefied to the tW9 n9^ 
ble youths. 
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"ThemarblevS of the Anician palace," were Wealth of 
u fed as a proverbial expreffion of opuldnce and[n*nno" 
fplendpur (23) ; but the nobles and fenators of bles, 
Rome afpired^ in due gradation, to imitate that 
illullripus family. The accurate defcriptipn of 
the city, which was comj)ofed in the Theodofian 
age,enumi^iates one thoufand feven hundred and 
eighty houfesy the refidencc of wealthy and ho- 
nourable citizens (24). Many of thefe ftately 
manfions might almoft excufe the exaggeration 
of the poet j that Rome contained a multitude 
of palaces, and that each palace was equal to a 
city ; fmce it included within its own precincts, 
every tiling which could be fubfervient either to 
ufe or luxury ; markets, hippodrones, temples^ 
fountains, baths, porticos, (hady groves, and ar- 
tificial aviaries (25)^ The hiftorian Olympiodo- 
rus, who reprefents the ftate of Rome when it was 
befieged by the Goths (26), continues to obferve, 
that feveral of the richeft fenators received from > 
their eftates an annual income of four thoufand 
pounds of gold, above one hundred and fixty 
thoufand pounds fterling ; without computing 
the Hated pro'vifion of corn and wine, which, had 
they been fold, might have equalled in value one 

Vol. V. , R third 

(2s) Secundinusy the Manichaean, ap. Baron. Annal. £c- 
clef. A. D. 390. No. 34. 

(24) SeeNardini, RomaAntica, p. 89. 498. 503. 

(25)b Quid loquar inclufas inter laquearia fylvas ^ 
• Vernuia quae vario carmine ludit avis. 
* Claud. Rutil. Numatian. Itinerar. ver. iii. 

*'I*he poet lived at the time of the Gothic invafion, A mo- 
derate palace would have covered Cincmnatus's farm of four acres 
(Val. Max. iv. 4.) In laxitatem ruris excurrent, fays Seneca, 
Epift. 114. See a judicious note of Mr. Hume, Effays, vol. i. 
p'. 564. laft 8vo edition. 

(26) This curious account of Rome, in the reign of Honoring, 
it found in a fragment of the hiilorian Olympiodorus, ap. Pho- 
tium, p. I5f7. 
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iSk-a of tfe MoS€y. Compared t(!> this ilftrtode- 
mt wi^lth, to ^tdififcry re^veiiue of ^ fhoufend 
d^ fiftvfcti huRdrfed pounds of gold ntighf be ton- 
fiSered a* ho more than ^dequAt^ to the 4ignityr 
df the ferutorial rfeAfcj tvhkh requited maif^ ex* 
pmtt^ of a pubMc and oftektatte^s kind. Slive* 
rtil examples are recorded vn the age dPHonorius^ 
ofvaifiand poptitar nobles whb celebrated the 
y^r of thpeir praetorfhip, by ^feftival, v^hich laft- 
ed ftveftdays, and coll above one hundred thou* 
And pounds ft^rling (27). The eftates of tht 
Roman fen^tofs, whk:h fo far exceed the propbr- 
tiohof itiodism weialtb, wttt not confined to the 
limits of Italy. iTheir poflbftibhs extended for be- 
ycynd the loriian and ^geah fe^s, to the moft 
diftant province^ ; the city of Nicopolis, which 
Auguftus had fouhde<S as an eternal monurnetit 
of the Adiah vidofry, Was the property of the de- 
vout Paiala (2?J ; and it is obfert^ed by Seneca^ 
tliat -the rivers, which had dividefd hoftile nations, 

that 

(«?) Thit foils 6f AUf ?<is, oTSymitiafchos, and of iMaxfrrius, 
fptnt, during their rcfptftivc praetorfljipsj tWclvej or twenty, or 
forty centenaries (or, hundred weight of gold). See Olyinplo- 
dor. ap. Phot. p. i'^7. This popular tfttmaf ion alld*^ fb'rtie !a- 
tiftiHe 5 but it is difficult to ckplain a law in the t'he^dofian * 
Code (I. vi. leg. 5), which fixes the expense of ihe firl* praetor 
at 25,000, of the fccond at ao,ooo, and of the third at 15,000 
foltcs. The name arfollis (fee Mem. de I' Academle des Iitrcrip- 
tions, torn, xxviii. p. 727.) was equally applied to jk purfe of 
125 pieces of ftlver, and to a tfh^\\ c6ppJer corin of the value 6f 
-5T%tP^'* ofth^tpiirfe. In the former fenfe, tfhe 25,000 fdfres 
would te equal to 150,000!, in the latter to five or fix jwonds 
fterling. The one appears extravagant, the other is ridiculou*. 
There muft have exHtcd fome third, and n^iddlc value, which \% 
here underftood ; but ambiguity is an inexoufable fault in the 
language of laws, 

(2§) NIcopolis ... in Aaiaco littorc fita pofTeffionis vtftra 
nunc pars vcl maxima eft. Jcrom. in prsefat. Comment, ad 
E.iiftol. ad Titum, torn. ix. .p. 443. M. de Tillemont fuppofcs, 
Itrangely enough, that it was part of Agamemnon's inheritance. 
Mem« Ecclcf. torn. xii. p. Z$^ 
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now flowed through the lands of private citi- 
zens {2!^y According to their temper and cir*- 
cumftances, the eftatcs of the Romans were ei** 
ther cultivated by the labour of their flaves, or 
granted, ior a certain and ftipulated rent^ to the 
tnduftrious farmer. The oeconomical writers of 
antiquity 4fcnuoufly recommend the former me** 
thod, wherever it may be prafticable i but if the 
objeft ftiould be removed^ by its diftance or mag* 
nitude, from the immediate eye of the mafter, 
they prefer the adtive care of an old hereditary 
tenant, attached to the foil, and interefted in the 
produce, to the mercenary adminiftration of a 
negligent,- perhaps an unfaithful, fteward (30). 

The opulent nobles of an immenfe capital, Theii-mai^. 
who were never excited by the purfuit of milt*"^"* 
tary glory, and feldom engaged in the occupa- 
tions of civil government, naturally refigned 
their kifurc to the bufmefs and amufcments of 
private life. At Rome, commerce was always 
held in contempt : but the fenators, from the 
firft age of the republic, increafed their patri* 
mony, and mxiltiplied their clients, by the lucra- 
tive practice of ufury ; and the obfolete laws j^ 
vftte eluded or violated, by the mutual inclina- 
R 2 tions 

(29) Seneca, Epift. Ixxxix. His language is of tbe declama-* 
tor? kind : but declamation could fcarcely exaggerate the avarice 
and luxury of the Romans. The philofopher bimfelf deferved 
jfonae ihare of the repionch j If it be true^ that hie rigorous ex- 
a^ion of ^uadringentieSf above three "hundred thoufand poundsi 
which he bad lent ;it bieh intereft, provoked .a rebellion in Bri-^ 
tain. (Dion Cafiius^ I. Ixii. p. 1003.) According to the con- 
jefiure of Gale (Antoninus's Itinerary io BrLtaio, p. 92.), Jh^ 
fame Faudinus poffeflTedan eftate near Bury^ in Sui&lk, and aop-^ 
ther in the kingdom ef Naples. 

(io) Volufius, a wealthy fenator (Tacit. Annal. iii. 30.% aU 
ways preferred tenants born on the eliate. Columella, who re- 
ceived this maxim ivom him, argues very Judicioufly on ihe fub* 
jeft. DeReRuilica, 1. i. c. 7, p. 4o8, edit. Cciiicr. LcifC^^ 
1735. 
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tions and intereft of both parties (31). A confr* 
derable mafs of treafure muft always have ex^ 
ifted at Rome, cither in the current coin of the 
empire, or in the form of gold and filvcr plate;, 
and there were many fide-boards in the time of 
Pliny, which contained more folid fjver, than had 
been tranfported by Scipio from van^piilhed Car- 
thage (32). The greater part of the nobles, who , 
dilTipated their fortunes in profufe luxury, found 
themfelves poor in the midft of wealth ; and idle 
in a conftant round of diffipation. Their defires 
were continually gratified by the labour of a 
thoufand hands ; of the numca-ous train of their 
domeftic (laves, who were aftuated by the fear 
of punifhment } and of the various profcfBons of 
artificers and merchants, who were more power- 
fully impelled by the hopes of gain. The anci- 
ents were deftitute of many of the conveniencies 
of life, which: have been invented or improved 
by the progrefs of induftry ; and the plenty of 
glafs and linen has dijEFuted more real comforts 
among the modern nations of Europe, than the 
fenators of Rome qould derive from all the refine- 
ments of pompous or fenfual luxury (33). Their 

luxury, 

(31) Val'cfius (ad Ammian. xiv. 6.) has proved, from Chry- 

foftom and Augult'm, that the fenators were not allowed, to lend 

money at ufury. Yet it appears from the Theodofian Code (fee 

, ., \ :. Godefroy ad l*. ii. tit. xxxiii. torn, i. p. 230 — 289.), that they 

. :* ^ ^- 4 Y '•^^ ^ere permitted to take fix per cent, of one half of the legal inte- 

f i i *"'' I -/'/ reft J and, what is more fingular, this permiffion was granted to 

,x " ,, ^' ^he young fenators. 

1;^ f >^ (j*) Piin. Hift, Nator. xxxiii. 50, He ftates the filver at 

. ^ only 4380 pounds, which is increafed by Livy (xxx. 45.) to 

1 00,043 : the former feems too little for an opulent city, the 
latter too much for any private fide-board. 

(33) The learned Atbuthnot (Tables of Ancient Coins, &c. 
p. 153.) has obferved with humour, and I believe with truth, 
that Auguftos had neither glafs to his windows, nor a (hirt to his 
back. Under the lower empire, the ufe of linen and gUfs became 
fttmewhat more common. 
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luxury, and their manners, have been the fubjeft 
cf minute and laborious difquifition : but as fuch 
enquiries would divert me too long from the de- 
fignoftheprefentwork, I (hall produce an au- 
thentic ftate of Rome and its inhabitants, which 
is more peculiarly applicable to the period of the 
the Gothic invafion. Ammianus Marcellinus, 
who prudently chofe the capital of the empire, as 
the refidence the bell adapted to the hiftorian of 
his own times, has mixed with the narrative of 
public events, a lively reprefentation of the 
fcenes with which he was familiarly converfant. 
The judicious reader will not always approve 
the afperity of cenfure, the choice of circumftan- 
ces, or the ftyle of expreffion : he will perhaps 
detedt the latent prejudices, and perfonal refent- 
ments, which foured the temper of Ammianus 
himfelf; but he will furely obferve, with philo- 
fophic curiofity, the interefting and original pic- 
ture of the manners of Rome (34) 

'' Thegreatnefs of Rome (fuch is the language Charaaer 
** of the hiftorian) was founded on the rar^, and^^^^^f^^- 
« almoft incredible, alliance of virtue and of for- bies, by 
« tune. The long period of her infancy was em- Ammian« 
« ployed in a laboriousftruggle agamft the tribes „us. 
** of Italy, the neighbours and enemies of the 
"rifing city. In the ftrength and ardour of 
*^ vouth, (he fuftained the ftorms of war ; car- 

^ • *'ried 

(u) It i» incumbent on me to explain the liberties which I 
have taken with the text of Ammianus. i. 1 have melted down 
kto one piece, the fixih chapter of the fourteenth, and the fourth 
of the twenty-eighth, book. a. I have given order an? con- 
neaion to the confufed mafs of materials. 3. I have^foftened 
fome extravagant hyperboles, and pared away fome fuperfluiiies ot 
the oriffinal 4. 1 have developed fome obfervations which were 
infinuafed, rather than expreffed. With thefe allowances, my 
vwfion will be found not literal indeed, but faithful and exaft. 
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" ried her vidtorious arms beyond the fcas and 
" the mountains ; and brought honae triumphal 
*' laurels from every country of the globe. At 
*' length, verging towards old age, and fome- 
" times conquering by the terror only of her 
** name, Ihe fought the blcfliugs of eafc and 
"tranquillity. The venerable city^ which 
** had trampled on the necks of the ficrceft nar 
^* tions -, and eftablilbed a fyftem of laws, the 
** perpetual guardians of juftice and freedom ; 
** was content, like a wife and wealthy pajeat, 
" to devolve on the Ca^ars, her favourite fons, 
** the care of governing her ample patrimo- 
** ny (35). A ftcure and parofoimd peace, fuch 
** as had been once enjoyed in the reign of Nu- 
^* ma, fuccceded to the tumults of a republic : 
** while Rome was ftill adored as the queen of 
** the earth ; and the fubjeft jmtions ftill reveren- 
** ced the name dF the people, and the majefty 
" of the fenate. But this native fplendour (con- 
** tinues Ammianus) is degraded, and fullied, 
** by the conduft of fomc nobles ; who, un- 
** mindful of their, own dignity, and of that o( 
^* their cbuntry, affume an unbounded licence of 
** vice and folly. They contaid with each other 
** in the empty vanity of titles and furnames; 
^ and curioufly feledt, or invent, the moft lofty 
** and fonorous appellations, Reburrus, or Fa- 
^*bunius; Pagonius, or Tarrafius {36), which 

" may 

(35) Claudian, who feeois to have read the Inftory t)f Ammia* 
mis, rpeaks of this great revolution in a nx^ch left coortly 
%ie ! . 

Poftquam jura ferox in fe comTnunia Csefar 
Tranftulit; et hipfi mores j defaetaque prifcit 
Artibus, in gremium pads fervile recelli. 

De Bell. GHdonicp, i^, 
(3^) *rhe minute diligence of antiquarians has not been nbte m 
verify tbefe extraordinary natiies, I am of opinion that they were 

invented 
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** may imprefis the egrs ©f the wilgflir with ftfto- 
" nilhmem and r^fpec^^. l^xorn a vain ambition 
** of perpetuating their meqiofy, t!iey aflfeci to 
** multiply their Ukeaefs m ft^tues of Waze and 
" marble ; nor are tliey fjjttisfte^d, qnlers thofe 
*' ftatu^ are coverod with plates of gold ; an he- 
** nourable diftUiition firlt gmntf<J to Acilius the 
** conful, after be had fuW^od, by his arms find 
** counfels, the power ^f the k ng of Antiochus, ' 
*' The orientation of difplaying, of magnifying 
*' perhaps, the rent-roll of the ettates which they 
^' poflefs in all the provijiccs, from the rifing to 
^ the fetting fun, provo^ea the juft refcntment 
. *' of every man, who regollecft^ thVt th«ir poor 
** and invincible anf^ft^re w^re not diftinguifhcd 
^' from the ipeaneft of the foldiers, by the deli- 
*' cacy of their food, or the fplendpur of their 
*' apparel. But the. modern nojpJes meafure their 
*' rank and confequen^c ^c^ording to the loftinefs 
*^ of their chariots (37), ^nd the wdghty mag- 
** nificencc of their drefs. Their long robes of 
*^ filk and purple flp4t i^ the wiIvd^i ^ ift5 they 
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invented by thehiftorian bimfelfy wlip v^fui^rs^iA of any perfonal 
iatireor applicaitoo. ft is certa n, bowevef, thai the limple ^t» 
nominations of ih« Romans were gradu.liy kngrhened to the 
number of four, fiv£, orevcnfevrny ppmpouf |\iJnaiDf9 ; 3s for 
inftance, Marcus Jvl^pcius JVJfcmmius f uri^is JB^i^uii^s pjfcUia* 
nut Placidus. Se« Noris Cenotaph, Pifm. Diifert. 1? o. 4p«. 

(3T) The#flrrft^, or coaches of the Romans, werC9«rn of fo* 
lid lilvfr) curioiifly carved and ei>giavfd; a^d t^^r |r:tp^>ngs of the 
mules, or hoiTe|, were emboffc-d witb gold, Ttiis nu^n.^ccApe 
fontioufd ffom the reign- of Nero to that of (icinoi lus ; and the 
Appiftn way was covered with the fplcndid equipages of the no« 
bies, who came out to meet St. Meiani:i, when ihe reiuined to 
Koroe, fij yeais before the Gothic ncgc /Seneca, cpiftol. Jxxxvii, 
i^lin. Hiit. Natur. xxxlii.49. Puulin. ^oian.apud Baron, ^nnal. 
ficc^cf. A- J^- 397- No. 5.). yet pomp is well c^cchangtd for 
convenience ^ and a plain modern coach that ts hung upon fprin^jf, 
is much prtferaUle to the filver or gold cm^s of apriguity, which 
loUed on the «i5;le.»r*e, and were expofed, tor the mod part, 19 4h« 
inclemency of the weather. 
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** are aerated, by ait or ^ccidtrX tbey or r av o- 

** ml-y diicove.' the ur.der gsrorn^, the rich tu- 

** r'lzs^ en-,brc':dtrtd w::h tht rgnrcs of various 

** animals '3?;. Followed by a train of fifty fer- 

** vants, and tearing up the pavtment, they 

^ move along the fireels v^irh the iame impetuous 

** fpeed as if they travelled with poft-hones ; and 

** the example or the fenatcrs is boldly imitated 

** by the matrons and ladies, whofe covered car- 

*' riages arc continually driving round the im- 

** raenfe fpace of the dty and luburbs. When- 

** ever thefe per fens of high diili notion conde- 

*' fcend to vilit the public baths, they affume, on 

*' their entrance, a tone of loud and infolent com- 

*' mand, and appropriate to their own ufe the 

*' convcniencies which were defigned for the Ro- 

*' man people. If, in thefe places of mixed and 

** general refort, they meet any of the infiamous 

^ miniftersof their pleafures, they exprefs their 

*' affection by a tender embrace ; while they 

" proudly decline the falutations of their fellow - 

** citizens, who are not permitted toafpire above 

^ the honour of killing their hands or their knees. 

** As foon as they have indulged themfelves in 

*' the refrertiment of the bath, they refume their 

** rings, and the other enfigns of theif dignity ; 

*' feleft from their private wardrobe of the fineft 

** Fmen, fuch as might fufFxe for a dozen per- 

** fons, the garments the moll ^reeable to their 

** fancy, and maintain till their departure the 

J* fame haughty depjeanpur j which perhaps 

*^ might 

(38) Inahopaily of Afteriuf, bifliop of Amafia, M. de Va- 
JoU has difcovercd (ad Amniian. xiv. 6.) that this was a new 
fafliion J that bears^ wolves^ lions, and tygers> woods, hunting- 
njatches, &c. wcie rcprefcmed in embroidery j and that the more 
pious coxcombs fubftituted the figuie or legend of fome favoucite 
faint, • • . 
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^* might liave been excufed in the great Marcel- 
** lus, after the conqueft of Syracufe. Some- 
** times, mdeed, thefe heroes undertake more 
*' arduous atchievcments ; they vifit their eftates 
** in Italy, and procure themfelves, by the toil 
<« of fervile hands, the amufements of the 
** chace (gg). If at any time, but more efpe- 
*' cially on a hot day, they have courage to fail, 
** in their painted gallies, from^ the Lucrine 
*' lake (40) to their elegant villas on the fea- 
** coaft of Puteoli and Cay eta' (41), they com- 
*< pare their own e;xpeditions to the marches of 
^* Caefar and Alexander. Yet fhould a fly pre- 
** fume to fettle on the filken folds of their gild- 
*' ed umbrellas ; fliould a fun-beam penetrate 
'' through fome unguarded and imperceptible 
** chink, they deplore their intolerable hardfhips, 
*' and lament, in afFefted language, that they 
** were not born in the land of the Cimmeri- 
*' ans (42), the regions of eternal darknefs. In 

" thefe 

(}9) Stt Pliny *8 Epiftles, i. 6. Three large wild boars were 
allured and taken in the toils, without interrupting the iludies of 
the philofophic fportfinan. 

(40) The change from the inaufpicious word Avernus, which 
(lands in the text, isinimaterial. The two lakes, Avernus and 
Lucrinus, communicated with each other, and were fafbioned by 
the ftupendous moles of Agrippa into the Julian port, which open- 
ed, through a narrow entrance, into the gulph of Puteoli. Vir- 
gil, who refided on the fpot, has defcribed (Georgic ii. i5i.) this 
work at the moment of its execution ; and his commentators, ef- 
pecially Catrou, have derived much light from Strabo, Suetonius, 
and Dion. Eaithquakes and vulcanos have changed the face of 
the country, and turned the Luchne lake, (ince the year isZ^t 
into the Monte Nuovo. See Camillo Pellegrino Difcorfr della 
Compania Felice, p. 239. 244, &c. Antonii Sanfelicii Campania. 
p. 13. 88. 

(41) The regna Cumana et Puteolana ; loca cacteroqui valde 
expetenda, interpellantium autem multitudine poene fugienda. Ci- 
cero ad Attic, xvi, 17. 

(42) The proverbial cxpreflion of Cimmerian darknefs was ori- 
ginally borrowed from the defcription of Homer (in the eleventh 

book 
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•* thefe jo'irRies iBtQ the country (43)^ the whole 
*' body of the houlehold marghes with their ma- 
*^ fter. la the fame mannor as th^.ijftv^lry and 
** infantry, the heavy and the Jight ^rmed troops, 
*^ the advanced giird and the re^r, iirp n^arlhall- 
*^ ed by the (kill of their military leaders •, fo the 
" domeftic officers, who benr a rod, as an enfign 
^ of authority, diltribute and arrange the nume- 
" rous train of flaves and attendants. The bag- 
*^ gage and wardrobe move in the front ; and arc 
** immediately fbUowed by a niultitude of cooks, 
*^ and inferior minifters, employed m the fervice 
*' of the kitchens, and of the ti^ble. The rpain 
*' body is compofed of a promifcuous crowd of 
*^ flaves, inereafed by the accidental concoul-fe 
*' of idle or dependent plebeians. The rear is 
** clofed by the favourite band of eunuchs, dif- 
** tributed from age to youth, according to the 
" order of feniority. Their numbers, and their 
** deformity, excite the horror of the indignant 
** fpeftators, who are ready to execrate the me- 
^* mory of Semiramis, for the cruel art which 
*^ ftie invented, of fruftrating the purpofes of na- 
" ture, and of blaftingin the bud the Tiopes of 

*' future 

book of the Odyfley), which he applies to a remote and fabulous 
country en (he fhores of the ocexin. See Erafmi Adagia, in his 
works, torn. ii. p. 593. the Leyden edition. 

(43) We may learn from Seneca^ cpift, cxxiii, three curious 
circumftances relative to the journies of the Romans. |. They 
were preceded by a troop of Numid'an light horfe, who announ- 
ced, by a cloud of dult, the approach pf a great man. a. Therr 
ba^jgage mults tranfported not pnly the precious vafes, but even 
the fragile velleis of chryiial and murra, which laH: is almoft prov- 
ed, by the learned French tranflator of Seneca (torn. iii. p. ij.02— 
|.2z.) to mean the porcejain of 9^'"^ ?^^^ Japan^ y The beau- 
tiful faces of the young flaves were covered with a medicated cruft, 
or ointmenti^ which fee u red them againft t|>$ effect ^f |h# fun anU 
frolt. 
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*^ future generations. In the exercife of doracftk 
** jurifdidtion, the nobles of Rome exprefs an ex- 
** quifite fenfibility for any perfonal injury, and 
** a contemptuous indifference for the reft of the 
** human fpecies. When they have called for 
** warm water, if a flave has been tardy in his 
** obedience, he is inftantly chaftifed with three 
** hundred lafhes ; but fhould the fame flavc 
** commit a wilful murder, the matter will mild- 
** ly obfcrve; that he is a worthlefs fellow ; but 
*' that, if he repeats the offence he fhall not ef- 
**cape punifhment. Hofpitality was formerly 
** the virtue of the Romans ; and every ftranger, 
** who could plead either merit or misfortune, 
^ was relieved, or rewarded, by their generofity. 
*' At prcfent, if a foreigner, perhaps of no con- 
** temptible rank, is introduced to one of the 
*' proud and wealthy fenators, he is welcomed 
-** indeed in the firft audience, with fuch warm 
** profeifions, and fuch kind enquiries, that he re- 
*' tires, enchanted with the affability of his illuftri- 
** ous friend, and full of regret that he had fo long 
** delayed his journey to Romie, the native feat 
** of manners, as well as of empire. Secure of 
*^ a favourable reception, he repeats his vifit the 
** enfuingday, and is mortifieci by the difcovery, 
*' that his pcrfon, his name, and his country, are 
" already forgotten. If he ftill has refolution to 
/* perfevere, he is gradually numbered in the 
*' train of dependents, and obtains the permiffion 
** to pay his affiduous and unprofitable court to a 
** haughty patron, incapable of gratitude or 
^ friendfliip ; who fcarcely deigns to remark his 
" prefence, his departure, or his return. When- 
♦♦ ever the rich prepare a folemn and popular 

*' entertainment 
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*' entertainment (44) ; whenever they celebrate, 
** with profufe and pernicious luxury, their pri- 
** vate banquets ; the choice of the guefts is the 
" fubjeft of anxious deliberation. The modeft, 
*' the fober, and the learned, are feldom prefer- 
** red ; and the nomenclators, who are commonly 
** fwayed by interefted motives, have the ad- 
*' drefs to infert in the lift of invitations, the 
** obfcure names of the moft worthlefs of man- 
*' kind. But the frequent and familiar compa- 
** nions of the great, are thofe parafites, who 
** pradtice the moft ufeful of all arts, the art of 
** flattery ; who eagerly applaud each word, and 
*' every adlion of their immortal patron ; gaze 
** with rapture on his marble columns, and vari- 
*^ egated pavements ; and ftrenuoufly praife the 
** pomp and elegance, which he is taught, to 
** confider as a part of his perfonal merit. At the 
** Roman tables, the birds, the /quirrels (45), or 
** the fi(h, which appear of an uncommon fize. 



(44) Diftributio folemnium fportularum. The fportuLe, or 
JportelU, were fmall baflcets, fuppofed to contain a quan- 
tity of hot provifions, of the value of loo quadrantes, . or 
twelve- pence halfpenny, which were ranged in order in the 
hall, and oftentatioufly diftributed to the hungry or fervile crowd, 
who waited at the door. This indelicate cuftom is very frequently 
mentioned in the epigrams of Martial, and the fatires of Juve- 
nal. See likewife Suetonius, in Claud, c. 2S. in Neron. c. i6. in 
Domitian. c. 4. 7. Thefe balkeis of provifions were afterwards 
converted into large pieces of gold and filver coin, or plate, which 
were mutually given and accepted even b'y the perfons of the 
higheil rank (See Symmach. Epift. iv. 55. ix. 124. and Mifceli. 
p* 256.), on lolemn occaiions, of confuifliips, marriages, &c. 

(45) The want of an £ngli(h name obliges me to refer to the 
common genus of fqnirrels, the Latin glis, the French loir\ a 
]ittle animal who inhabits the woods, and remains torpid in cold 
weather (See Plin. Kift. Naiur. viii. 82. BufFon, Hift. Naturelle, 
tom. viii. p. 15S. Pennant's Synopfis .of Quadrupeds, p. 289.). 
The art of rearing and fattening great numbers of glires was 
prndtifed in Roman villas, as a profitable article of rural oecono- 
iny (V:uTo, deKcRultica, iii. 15.). The exccflive demand of 

them 
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** are contemplated with curious attention ; a 
** pair of fcales is accurately applied, to afcer- 
" tain their real weight ; and^ while the more 
'* rational guefts are difgufted by the vain and 
*' tedious repetition, notaries are fummoned to 
" attcft, by an authentic record, the truth of 
*' fuch a marvellous event. Another method of 
*' introduction into the houfes and fociety of the 
** great, is derived from the profeflion of gam- 
** ing, or, as it is more politely ftyled, of play. 
'' The confederates are united by a ftridt and in- 
*' diffoluble bond of friendftiip, or rather of con- 
** fpiracy ; a fuperior degree of Ikill in the TV/" 
^^ferarian art (which may be interpreted the 
*' game of dice and tables) (46) is a fure road to 
** wealth and reputation. A matter of that fub- 
" lime fcience, who in a fupper or affembly, is 
*' placed below a magiftrate, difpla3rs in his 
** countenance the fufpnfe and indignation which 
** Cato might be fuppofed to feel, when he was 
** refufed tfie praetorlhip by the votes of a capri- 
*' cious people. The acquifition of knowledge 
*' feldom engages the curiofity of the nobles, who 
" abhor the fatigue, and difdain the advantages, 
** of ftudy -, and the only books which they per- 
** ufe are the fatires of Juvenal, and the verbofe 

"and 

"»- 

them for luxurious tablet, was increafed by the fooIiHi prohibi- 
tions of the Cenfbrs ; and it is reported, that they are Aill ef- 
teemed in modern Rome, and are frequently fent as prefents by the 
Colonna princes (SeeBrotier, the 1 all editor of Pliny, torn. ii. p. 
458. apudBarbou, 17790- 

(46) This game, which might be tranflated by the more fami- 
liar names of triSiraCf of backgammony was a favourite amufe- 
ment of the graveft Romans ; and old Mucius Scaevola, the law- 
yer, had the reputation of a very ikilful player. It was tailed 
iudus duodecim Jaripfrumt from the tvithe Jcripta, or lines, 
which equally divided the alveolus^ or table. On thefe, the two 
armies^ the white and the blacky each confiding of fifteen men, 

or 
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^ ** and fabulous hiftories of Marius Maximus (47). 

" The libraries, which they have inherited froni 
*' their fathers, are fecluded, like dreary fepul- 
*' chres, from the light of day (48). But the 
** colUy inftrumcnts of the theatre, flutes, and 
** enormous lyres, and hydraulic organs, are con- 
*' ftrudted for their ufe; and the harmony of vo- 
^' cal and inftrumental mufic is inceilantly re- 
** peated in the palaces of Rome. In tbofe pa- 
** laces found is preferred to fenfe, and the care 
" of the body to that- of the mind. It is allow- 
^* ed as a falutary maxim, that the light andfri- 
*^ volous fufpicion of a contagious malady, is of 
*' fuflfcicnt weight to excufe the vifits of the mofl: 
*^ intimate friends : and even the lervants, who 
'* are difpatched to make the decent enquiries, 
^ are not fuflfered to return home, till they have 
** undergone the ceremony of a previous ablu- 
** tion. Yet tKs felfifti ind* unmanly delicacy oc- 
^ caffonaiiy yields to the more imperious pailion 
" of avarice- The profpcdt of gain will urge a 
" rich and gouty fenator as far as Spoleto ; every 
" fcntiment of arrogance and dignity is fqbdued 
"by the hopes of an inheritance, or even of a 

** legacy ^ 

or calfkli, were regularly pisiced, and alternately moved, accord- 
ing to the laws of the game ; and the chances of the tejera, or 
dice. Dr. Hyde, who diligently traces' the hiftory and varietiet 
of the nertGludium (a name of Peritc etymology) from Ireland 
to JapQR, pours forth, on this trifling fubjef^, a copious torrent 
of cisific and Oriental learning. See Syntagma Differtat. torn. it. 
p. 217— 405- 

(47) Marius Maximus, homo omnium verbofifHnrus, au?, «t 
tnythiftoricis fe Yolumtnibus tmplicavit. Vopifcus, in Hift. Au- 
guft. p. 141. He wrote the Itvcs of the Bmpcror^, from Trajan 
to Alexander Severus. See Gerard Vofltus dt Htftoricis Latin. 
1. ii. c. 3. in his works, vol. iv» p. 57. 

(48) This fatire is probably exaggerated. The Sattimalia of 
Macrobius, and the Epiftles of Jerom, afPord fatisfaftory proofs, 
that ChrtHian theology, and ciaifie liteiature, were ftodioufly cul- 
tivated by fevcral Romans, of both fexes, and of the higheft 
rank. 
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** legacy ; And a wealthy, childlcfs, citizen is the 

<* mofli powciiul of the Romans. The art of ob- 

** taimng the fignature of a favourable teftament, 

« and fometlmes of haftetiing the moment of its 

«< execution, is pcrfedlly under ftood ; and it has 

<« happened that in the fame houfe, though in 

«< different apartment, s( hufband and a wife, 

« with the Jairdable deligft of o>nef*reaching each 

^ odier, have fummotted their refpective hw- 

i* yers, to declare, at the fetne time, their mutual, 

«'* bfut contradiftory, itrtentions. The diftrefs 

<^ which follows and chaftifes extravagant luxury, 

^ often reduces the great to the \xk m the moft 

«* humiliating expedients. Wh«i they defire to 

^ borrow, they employ the bate and fupplicatiftg 

•< ftyle « the flave in the comedy ; but when 

** they ^re calfed upon to pay, they, affume the 

«'< royal aftd tragic declamation of the grandfons 

<« of Hercufes. If the demand is repeated, they 

^ rieadily procure fome trufty fycophant, in- 

«' ftru6:ed to maintain a charge d( poiibn, or ma- 

*' git, againft theinfolent creditor; who isfeldora 

« releafed from prifon, till he has figned a dif- 

<^ chaiige cff the whole debt: Thefc vices, wBch 

*< degrade the moral charafter trf the Romans, 

" are iinxed with a pnerilefuperftition, that dif- 

** graces their underftanding. They Irften with 

<* confidence to the predictions of harufpiccs, 

" who pretend to read, in the entrails of victims, ^^ 

" the figns. of future greatnefs and profperity ; ' 

*^ and there are many who do not prefome ei- 

**ther to'b^the, or toditiG.or to appear in pub- 

"lie, till 'they have dihgently coJnfulted, ac- 

** cording to 'tfierutes of aftrology, thefitnation 

" of Mercury, and the afpcd of the moon (4.9). 

'^It 

(49) Macrobius, the friend of tb«fe Rormii nobles, confidercd 
the lUrs as the caufe, or at ieaft the figns, of future events (dc 
Somn. Scipio. 1. itC. 19. p« 68« 
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*' It is fingular enough, that this vain credulity 
*' may often be difcovered among the profane 
*' fceptics, who impioufly doubt, or deny, . the 
** exittence of a celeilial power." 
Slate and ^^ populous cities, \Y;hich are the fea of com- 
charaaer merce and manufadlures, the middle ranks of in- 
p[g*^^P**^* habitants, who derive theit fubfiftence from the 
Rome, dexterity, or labour, of their hands^ are com-, 
monly the moft prolific, the moil ufeful, and, in 
that fenfe, the moft refpedtable, part of the com- 
munity. But the plebeians of Rome, who dif- 
dained fuch fedentary and fervile arts, had been 
oppreffed, from the earlieft times, by the weight 
of debt and ufury ; and the hufbandman, dur- 
ing the term of his military fervice, was obliged 
to abandon the cultivation of his farm (49). The 
lands of Italy, which had been originally divided, 
. -wj among the families of free and indigent proprie- 
tors, were infenfibly purchafed, or ufurped, by 
the avarice of the nobles ; and in the age which 
preceded the fall of the republic, it was compu-. 
ted, that only two thoufand citizens were pof- 
fefled of any independent fubftance (50). Yet 
as long as the people beftowed, by their fuffra- 
ges, the honours of the ftate, the command of 
the legions, and the adminiftration of wealthy 
provinces, their confcious pride alleviated, in 

fome 

'i 

(49) The hiftories of Livy (fee particularly ti. 36.) are full of 
the extortions of therich, and the fuflfenngs of the poor debtors. 
The melancholy ftory of a brave old foldier (Dionyf. Hal. J. vi. 
c. 26, p. 347. edit. Hudfon, and Livy, ii. 23.) niuft have been fre- 
quently repeated in thole prinntive times, which have been fo uo* 
dcfervedly praifed: 

(50) Non efle in civitate duo mi Ilia hominum qui rem habe* 
rent. Cicero. Ofiic. ii. 21. and Comment. Paul. Manut. in edit. 
Gi«v. This vague computation was made A.U. C. 649. in a 
fpeech of the tribunePhilippus; and it was his object, as well as 
that of the Gracchi (fee Plutarch), to deplore> and perhaps to 
exaggerate^ the roifery of the common people. 
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fome meafure, the hardlhtps of poverty \ and 
their wants were (eafcnably fupplied by the am- 
bitious liberality of the candidates, who afpired 
to fecure a venal majority in the thirty-five 
tribes, or the hundred and nVnety-three centu- 
ries, of Rome. But when the prodigal com- 
mons had imprudently alienated not only the 
fj/Jr, but the inheritance of power, they funk, un- 
der the reign of the Caefars, into a vile and 
wretched populace, which muft, in a few gene- 
rations, have been totally extingitiflaed, if it had 
not been continually recruited by the manumif- 
fion of flaves, and the ififlux of grangers. As 
early as the time of Hadrian, it was the juft 
complaint of the ingenuous natives, that the 
capital had attrafted the vicqs of the univerfe, 
and the manners of the inoft oppdfite nations. 
The intemperance of the Gauls, the cunning 
and levity of the Greeks, the f^vage obftinacy 
of the Egyptians and Jews, the fervile temper 
of the Afiatics, and the diflblute, effeminate 
proftitution of the Syrians, were mingled in the 
various multitude ; which, under the proud and 
falfe denomination of Romans, prefumed to 
defpife their fellow-fubjeds, and even their fo- 
vereigns, who dwelt beyond the precindts of the 

ETERNAL CITY (51). 

VoL.V. S Yet 

(50 Sec the third Satire (60— i*sO of Juvenal, who indig- 
aamiy cQDiplaiiit, . • . . 

QuamvU quota portio faecis Achsei I 
JampridemSyrus in Tibenm defloxit Orontcs j 
£t linguam et mores, :&c. ^ 

^Seneca, when he propofes to comfort his mother (Confolat. ad 
Helv, C.6.) by the rcfleaion, that a. great part of mankind were 
in a ftate of exile, remindalier how few of the iahahitanu of the 
Rome were bom in the.cUy. 
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Public dif- Yet the nam^ of that city was ftill pronounced 
df^breaS ^^^^ rcfpc A : the frequent and capricious tu- 
bacon, oil, mults of its inhabitants were indulged with im- 
wine, See. punity ; and the fucceffors of Conftantine, in- 
Head of cruftiing the laft remains of the demo- 
cracy, by the ftrong arm of military power, em- 
• braced the mild policy of Augullus, and ftudied 
--J to relieve the poverty, and to amufe the idle- 
nets, of an innumerable people (sz). I. For 

J the convenience of the lazy plebeians, the 

monthly diftributions of corn were .converted 
into a daily allowance of bread ; a great num- 
ber of ovens were conftrufted and maintained at 
the public expence ; and at the appointed hour, 
each citizen, who was furniHied with a ticket, 
afcende^^ the flight of ileps, which had been af- 
figned to his peculiar quarter or divifion, and re- 
ceived, either as a gift, or at a very low price, 
a loaf of bread of the weight of three pounds, 
for the ufe of his family. IL The fbrefts of Lu- 
cania, whofe acorns fattened large droves of wild 
hogs (53), afforded as a fpecies of tribute, a plen- 
tiful 

(5a) Almoft all that it faid of the bread, bacon, oil, wine. Sec, 
may be found in the thirteenth book of the Theodofian Code ; 
Hf hich exprefily treats of xht folia of the great cities. See par- 
ticulary the titles iii.iv. XV. xvi.xvii.xxir. The collateral tef- 
timomes are produced in Godefroy's Commentary, and it is n^d- 
lels (o tranfciilie them. According to a law of Tbeodofius, which 
appreciates in money the military allowance, a piece of gold 
(eleven ihiilings) was equivalent to eighty pounds of bacon, or 
to eighty pounds of oil, or to twelve modii (or pecks) of falc 
(Cod. Theod. 1. viii. tit. iv. leg. 17.). This equation, compa- 
red with another, of feventy pounds of bacon for an amj>bora{CoA^ 
Theod. I. xiv. tit. iv. leg. 4.), fixes the price of wme at about 
/ixceen pence the gallon. 

(53) The anonyniAus author of the Defcription of the World 
(p. 14. in torn. ill. Geograph. Minor, Hudfon) obferves of Lu- 
cania, in his barbarous Lattn, K^g%o vbtima, et ipfa omnibus ha- 
bundans, et lardum multum f<irasemittit. Propter quod eft in 
montibus, cujus aefcam animalium variam, Uc, 
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tiful fupply of cheap and wholeforne meat. Du* 
ring five months of the year, a regular allowance 
of bacon was diftributed to the poorer citizens ^ 
and the annual confumption of the capital, at a 
time when it was much declined from its former 
luftre, was afcertained by anedidt of Valentinian 
the Third, at three millions fix hundred and 
twenty-eight thoufand pounds (54). III. In the 
manners of antiquity, the ufe of oil was indifpenfa^ 
ble for the lamp, as well as for the bath ; and the 
annual tax, wmch was impofed on Afirica for the 
benefit of Rome, amounted to the weight of 
three millions of pounds, to the meafure, per*- 
haps, of three hundred thoufand Englidi gallons. 
IV. The anxiety of Auguftus to provide the me- 
tropolis with fuiScient pbnty of corn, was not ex- 
tended beyond that neceflary article of human 
fubiiilence ; and when the popular clamour ac*- 
cufed the deamclsand fcarcity of wine, a procla- 
mation was ifliiedt bv the grave reformer, to re- 
mind his fubjeAs. that no man could reafonably 
complain of thirft, fince the aquedudts of Agrip- 
pa had iqtioduced into the city fo many copious 
ftreams of pure ^nd falubrious water {gs)' '^his 
rigid fobriety was infenfibly relaxed; and, al- 
though the generous defign of Aurelian (56} does 
not appear to have been executed in its full ex-^ 
tent, die ufe of wine was allowed on very eafy 
S a and 

(54) See Nofell. ad calcem Cod. Theod. D. Valent. I. i. tif. 
%w. This law wa« published at Rome June the t^thp A. D. 

(55) Soeton. in Auguft. c. 4ft. The utmoft debauch of the 
cmperoi himfelff in nit favourite wine of Rhaetia, never exceeded 
m/efctMriitJ (an Englidi pint), id. c. 77. Torreniiut ad loc. and 
Arbutbnot't Tablet, p. 86. 

(56) Hit defign wat to plant vineyards along the fea-coaft of 
Hetrutia(Vopi{cut9 in Hift. Aoguft. p. 225); the dreary, ua« 
ibhokibrae, uncultivated lfi[|ri|ili|fiv# of Inodcrn Italy. 
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and liberal terms. The admmiftration of the 
public cellars was delegated to a magiftrate of 
honourable rank-, "and a confiderable part of the 
vintage of Campania was referved for the fortu- 
nate inhabitants of Rome, 
^ubitl '^^* ^^^ ftupendous aquedufts, fo juftly celcbra-- 
Eaihi! ted by the praifes of Auguftus himfelf, reple- 
nilhed the Therma-i or baths, which had been 
conftrufted, in every part of the city, with im- 
perial magnificence. The baths of Antoninus Ca- 
racalla, which were open, at *ftatcd hours, for 
the indifcrimrnate fervice of the fenators . and the 
people, contained above fixteen hundred feats of 
marble ; and more than three thoufand were rec- 
koned in the baths of Diocletian^ (57). . The 
walls of the lofty apartments were covered wkh. 
curious mofaics, that imitated the art of the pen- 
cil in the elegance of defign, and the variety of 
colours. The Egyptian granite was beautifully 
Incrufted with the precious green marble of Nu* 
midia; thfe perpetual ftream of hot water was 
poured into the capacious bafons, through fo 
many wide mouths of bright and m^fly filver ; 
and the meaneft Roman cduld purchafe, with a 
fmall copper coin, the .daily enjoyment of a 
fcene of pomp and luxury, which 'might -excite 
the envy of the kings of Afia (58); Frbmthefe 
flately palaces ifTued a fwarm Of dirty and ragged 
plebeians, without fhde^, and without a mantle ; 
who. loitered away whole days in the ftreet or 
Forum,^ to hear news, and to hold difputes ; 

wfio 

(57) Olymplodoi:. apwl Phgt p. 197. 

(58) Seneca (epiftoJ. Ixxxvi.)* cbmpares the baths of $ctpio 
Africanus, at his vilJaof Litcfniim, with the maghificenc^ (which 
was continually increafing) of rhe public baths oifRome, long be- 
fore the ftatcJy Thtnn^ of An; onlnus and Diocletian were erected. 
Tht quadrans paid for aduiiiiion was the quarter of the fij, about 
one-eighth of an EngUAi peny)^. 
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t^ho diffipated, in extravagant gaming, the mi- 
ferable pittance of their wives and children -, and 
fpent the hours of the nijght in obfcure taverns^ 
dnd brothels, in the indulgencie* of grofs and yul-- 
gaFfefifUaKty (59). • : 

But the moft livielj and fplendid arhufement Games and 
6friie idle multitude, depended bn the frequent ^P«^«*«* 
exhibition of public games ahdTpectacles. - The 
piety of Chriftian princes had TuJ^prcfled the ih^' 
human combats t)f gladiators' • * but tlic Roma'A 
people ftiU'confidef^a the CJrSSf "is^lieir Homci 
fheir temgle^ 'arid^the'feaft of the'tepH^trtlc. The 
Impatient trbwd Yiflied'aJt the Mawn- of day "ta 
fecure then*' places, -arid ' there? \^fere '^rnany * who 
pal&d'a fleeplefs'aii3'''an3aoui* tlf^hr.in the adja-^ 
cent:pbrticos; /Frifn thfe ,ifi6rHing!t*' tfie^yep- 
ing, careKfs dF'th^^fun, wof't^t%th'^\ the fpecf^ 
tator^,; who . ^IprfieAmes am6iin^ Vd tT(e''iihmif^r 
of fbur. hSrid^ied th^Sufahd, ■ rci^j^ed^m ed&er at^ 
terition:;. thcjlr eyies'feed'O^'^lJSHfesM 
rioteers,' their infrlds agitated vJil!h ^Yii)p^ add teai*, 
for the fuccefs of the cohurs which they efpoufcd : 
and the happinefs of Rorne appeared^ to h^ng 
on the event of "^'rya'ce (^j'/ .^T^b"ffm^ 
derate ardour ^tnfpired tbeir olameiir%^»and their 
appiaufe.^'as oftjjn a^/thfey w^e^rtferbincd'^viA 

.,'....... ' . » i J . 1 . . i, , .. ,u*v»k»v% ^ III ;' <'i, > : ■ " 

(59) AmmiaHus; (f. xTv? d* 6. kna;*lv'«'f!ip;'c^4.)r. after ;cre- 
Ibribing the'lnxurjf an^ prFijie. of tW "iKibl^s '6f kome', expofes, 
with equal fi}dig;nation,^th^ Vii;es arid* fcfllUS' • 'of thq^tommon 
peoplcl ■ >"'\ "' \ ' ^ '^/^ " . ' ' '^ 

(60) Juv(6rtar. ShttT. ki; J^t, &c. .'The ti^preffibns 6f the hif- 
torian Amralarius are" noVfefs ftrong an'3'. aniitrated thsihthofe of 
the fatirift} land both ttie'otie .and the oth*!' pain tftd from" the life. 
The humbefs which* the great Cirfciw^S capable of receiving, 
are tSikexrMmt\\& original Ndtih'a of tlie city. The differences 
between them prove that they did not trartfcribe each dther ; but 
thefoin may appear incredible, though the country onvthefc occa- 
iions flocked to the city. 
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the hunting of wild beafis, and the rarious modes 
of theatrical reprefentation. Thefe rcprcfcnta- 
tions in modern capitals may deferve to be con- 
sidered as a pure and elegslnt fchool^ of tafte, and 
perhaps of virtue. But the Tragic and Comic 
Mufe of the Romans, who feldom afpired be- 
yond the iniitation of Attic genius (6i), had 
peen almoft totally filent fince the fall of the re- 
* public (62) ^ and their place was unworthily 
occupied by licentious fierce, effeminate mufic^ 
and Iple^cfid pageantry. The pantomimes (63), 
inaintaihed their reputation from the age of Au* 
guftu$ to the fixdi century^ exprefled, without 
the ufe of words, the varioiis fables of the gods 
4nd heroes cf Iflitiquity; fuid the perfection of 
their art, yiitoii fpii^^imes idi&rmed the gravity 
of the phibibpber, ahvays ezcited the applaule 
and wondqr 5» the people. The vail and mag- 
nificent thqitres ci Rome were filled by three 
thoufspd fen^ik dancers, and- by three thoufand 
lingers, with^themaftern of t\it fefpefEtive cho- 

pxffcs. 

(6i) ibnetipct indetd tlicj tvmppk^ original j^kcet. 

VeSigiaQmca 

Aofi decreet jpelcbrart doncftica falb. 
Horat, Epjitol. ad Piibncs, sS^. and the learn«d, though petr 
plexed, note 61 Dacier, who might Have allowed jina naoi^ of trai. 
gcdies to the Brutiij and the Dedui of Pacuviut, pr to the (Uao of 
Maternut. *The Oa^mUh ascribed to one of the $enecat| ftill 
remains a very unfavourable fpecimen of Boipaii tiagedy. 

(62) lo thefiflne of QjiintM>an and Pliny* a ira|pcpoct wasro* 
duccd to tfie imptift^ method of hiring a great rooip, and rcad« 
ing hit play to the coropaay^ whom he inviteif for that purpofe 
(See Pialog. de Oratoribuf , c. 9. 1 1. and PJin. Epiftok vii. I7.)« 
^ (63} See the Dialogue of Lucian* intttJed* De Saltiitione* toq^. 
11. p. a6^— -119. edit.|lcita. The pantomimet obtained the ho* 
pourable name of xN<9^«fM | and it was required^ tha( the^ 
ihould be converfiiot with almoft every art and fcience. Burette 
(in the Membires de TAcademie det Infcrtptions* torn, u p* 
iV9 f^') haa given a ihort biftory of the art of paiuomimes* 
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ruffes. Such was the popular favour which they 
enjoyed, that, in a time of fcarcity, when all 
Grangers were banilhed from the city, the merit 
of contributing to the public pleafures exempted 
ihem from a law, which was ftridly executed 
againft the profeflbrs of the liberal arts (64.) 

It is faid, that the foolifli curiofity of Elagaba-Populouf- 
Jus attempted to difcover, from the quantity of"«^«<>^ 
fpiders webs, the number of the inhabitants of ^"*** 
Rome. A more rational method of enquiry 
might not have been undeferving of the atten- 
tion of the wifeft princes, who could eafily have 
rcfolved a queftion fo important for the Roman 
government, and fo interefting to fuccecding 
ages. The births and deaths of the citizens were 
duly regiftered ; and if any writer of antiquity 
had condefcended to mention the annual amount, 
or the common average, we might now produce 
fome fatisfadtory calculation, which would de- 
ftroy the extravagant aflertions of critics, and 
perhaps confirm the modeft and probable con- 
jedluresof philofophers (65)- The molt diligent 
refearches Have colledted only the following cir- 
cumftances; which, flight and imperfe6t as they 
are, may tend, in fome degree, to illuftrate the 
queftion of the populoufnefs of ancient Rome. 
L When the capital of the empire was befieged 

by 

(64) Ammianiity 1. xiv. c. 6. He complains, with decent in- 
dignation, that the ftreett of Rome were filled with crowds offe- 
males, wbb might h^ve given children to the ftate, but whofe 
•nly occupation was to curl and drefs their hair, and jac- 
tari volubilibus gyris, dum exprimunt innumera fimulacra, quae 

- finxere fabulse theatrales. 

(65) Lipfius (torn. iii. p. 423. de Magnitud. Komana, 1. lii, 
e. 3.) «nd IlJ»c Vofiius (Oblervat. Var. p. a6— 34O have in- 
dulged ftrange dieams of four, or eight, or fourteen mill ens in 
Rome. Mr. Hume (Eflays, vol. i. p. 4S«'--457') ^"*» admira- 
ble good ftnie and fceDttciiht, betrays fome fecrct difpofition to 
«it«Jittat« tbt populoulncfsof ancient times. 
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by the Goths, the circuit of the walls was accu* 
rately meafured, by Ammonius, the mathe- 
matician, who found it equal to twenty-one 
miles (66). It Ihould not be forgotten^ that the 
fcrm of the city was almoft that of a circle ; 
the geometrical figure which is known to con- 
tain the largeft fpace within any given circumfer- 
ence. II. The archite<5t Vitruvius, who flou- 
riflied in the Auguftan age, and whofe evidence, 
on this occafion, has peculiar weight and autho- 
rity, obferves, that the innumerable habitations 
of the Roman people would have fpread them- 
felves far beyoiid the narrow limits of the city ; 
and that the want of ground, which was proba- 
bly contracted on every fide by gardens and vil- 
las, fuggefted the common, though inconveni- 
ent, praftice of raifing the houfes to a confidera- 
ble height in the air (67). But the loftinefs of 
thefe buildings, which often confifted of hafty 
work, and infufficient materials, was the caufe 
of frequent and fatal accidents ; and it was re- 
peatedly enafted by Auguftus, as well as by 
Nero, that the height of private edifices, within 
the walls of Rome, (hould not exceed the mea- 
fure of fevcnty feet from the ground (68). III. Ju- 
venal 

(66) Olympiodor. ap. Phot. p. 197. See Fabricius, Bibl. 
Grssc. torn. ix. p. 400. 

(67) In ta autcm majeftate urbis, ei civium infinita frequentia 
innumef abiles habitationes opus fuit explicate. Eigo cum recipe- 
re nonpoiTet aiea plana untam nvultituainem ia urbe, adauxitiutn 
altitudinis acdificiorum rei ipfa cocgit devenire. Vitruv. il. g. 
This pafTage, which I owe to Voflius, it clear, ftrong, and com- 
prehenfive, 

(68) The fucceflfive tcft?monfes of Pliny, Ariftides, Claudian, 
Rutilius, &c. prove the infufficiency of thefe rcfpeaivcediaj. See 
JLipfius, de Magnitud. Rom ina, I. iii. c. ^ 

' ^ ' Tabulata tfbi jam tcrtia fumant 
Tu nefcis j nam fi gradibus trenidatur ab imis 
Ultimusardebit, quern tegula/ola tuetur 
A pluvia, JuvcnaL Satir, iii. 199. ' 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, 465 

venal (69) laments, as it Ihould feem from his 
own experience, the hardfliips of the poorer citi- 
zens, to whom he addreffes the falutary advice 
of emigrating, without delay, ^ from the fmoke 
of Rome ; fince they might purohafe, in the lit- 
tle towns of Italy, a cheerful commodious dwel- 
ling, at the fame price which they annually paid 
for a dark and miferable lodging. Houfe-renf 
was therefore immoderately dear : the rich ac- 
quired, at an enormous expence, the ground, 
- which they covered with palaces and gardens ; 
but the body of the Roman people was crowded 
into a narrow fpace; and the different floors, and 
apartments, of the fame houfe, were divided, 
as it is ftill the cuftom of Paris, and other ci- 
ties, among feveral families of plebeians. IV. The 
total number of houfes in the fourteen regions of 
the city, is accurately ftated in the defcription 
of Rome, compofed under the reign of Theo- 
dofius, and they amount to forty-isight thoiifand 
three hundred and eighty-two (70), The two 
claffes of domus and of infula, into which they 
are .divided, include all the habitations of the. 
capital, of every rank and condition, from the 

marble 

(69) Read the whole thlr^ fatire, but particularly 166, a2}> &c« 
The defcription of a crowded wfu/a, or lodging- houfe, in Petro- 
nius (c. 95. 97.)> perfeftly tallies with the complaints of Juve- 
nal ; and we learn from legal authority, that, in the timtf of Au- 
guftus (Heincccius, Hift. Juiis Roman, c. iv. p. I81.), thfe ordi- 
nary rent of the feveral canacuia, .or apartments of an in/ula, an- 
nually produced forty thoufand feftcrces, between three and four 
hundred pounds fterling (Pandcft. 1. xix. tit. ii. No. 30.) j a fuih 

which proves at once the large extent, and high valiie, of tiiofe , 

common buildings. ' 

(70) This fum total is compofed of 1780 domus^. or great 
houfes, of 46,60a infula^ or plebeian habitations (See Nardiniy 
Roma Antica, 1. iii. p. 88.) ; and thefe numbers are afcertained 
by the agreement of the texts of the different Notitia^ JSTirdini, 
1. Viii. p.489, 500. 
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marble palace of the Anicii, with a numerous 
eftabli(hment of frecdmen and Haves, to the 
lofty and narrow lod^ng-houfe, where the poet 
Codrus, and his wife, were permitted to hire a 
wretched g^ret immediately under the tiles. If 
we adopt the fame average, which, under fimi- 
kr circumilances, has been found applicable to 
Paris (71), and indifferently allow about twenty- 
five pcrfons for each houfe, of every degree, we 
may fairly eftimate the inhabitants of Rome at 
twelve hundred thoufand : a number which can- 
not be* thought exceffive for the capital of a 
m^hty empire, though it exceeds the populouf- 
nefe of the grcatcft cities of modern Europe (7 2) . 
Firft Hege Such was the ftate of Rome under the reign 
of Rome ^f Honorius ; at the time when the Gothic arm/ 
Gothf . formed the fiege, or rather the blockade, of the 
A. D. 408. city (73). By a fkilful difpofition of his nume- 
rous forces, who impatiently watched the mo- 
ment of an allault, Alaric encompalTed the wails, 
commanded the twelve principal gates, inter- 
cepted all communication with the adjacent 
country, and vigilantly guarded the navigation 
of the Tyber, from which the Romans derived 
the fureft and moft plentiful fupply of provifi- 

ons. 

(71) See that accurate writer M. de Meifance, Recherchet fur 
la Population, p. J75— 187. From probable, or certain grounds, 
he afligns to Paris 239565 houfes, 7i,zi4fainilie8» and 576,650 
snhabitintt. 

(72) This coraputation is 'not very different from that which 
. fA, Brotier, the laft editor of Tacitus (torn. ii. p. 3S0,), has af- 

jumed from fimilar principles $ though he feems to aim at a de- 
gree of precifion, ^hicb it is neither poflible ner important to ob« 
tain. 

(73) For the events of the firft fiege of Rome, which are of- 
ten confounded with thofe of the ftcond and third, fee Zofimus, 
1* V. p. 350—354. Soaomen, 1. ix, c. 6. Olympiodorus, ap. 
Phot. p. 180. Philoftofgius, 1. xii. c, 5. and Godcfroy, Difllr- 
ttt. p. 467—475. 
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ens. The firfi emotions of the nobles, and of 
the people, were thofe of furpr ife and indigna* 
tion that a vile Barbarian (hould dare to infult 
the capital of the world : but their arrogance was 
foon humbled by misfortune ; and their unman* 
ly rage, inftead of being direded againil an 
enemy in arms, was meanly exercifed on a de- 
fenceiefs and innocent vi£tim. Perhaps in the 
perfon of Serena, the Romans might have re- 
fpeded the niece of Theodofius, the aunt, nay 
even the adaptive mother, of the reigninjg em* 
peror : but they abhorred the widow ot Stili* 
cho ; and they liuened with credulous paflion to 
the tale of calumny, which accufed her of main*- 
taming a fecret and criminal correfpondence with 
the Gothic invader. Actuated, or overawed, by 
the £une popular frenzy, the ienate, without re- 

rVing any evidence of her guilt, pronounced 
fentence of her death. Serena was imomi- 
nioufly firangled ; and the infatuated multitude 
were aftoniftied to find, that this cruel ad of in- 
juftice did not immediately produce the retreat 
of the Barbarians, and tne deliverance of the 
city. That unfortunate city gradually €xperi*Fanjin«, 
enced the diftrefs of fcarcity, and at length the 
horrid calamities of famine. The daily allow* 
ance of three pounds of bread was reduced to 
one-half, to one-third, to nothing ; and the price 
of com fiill continued to rife in a rapid and ex- 
travagant proportion. The poorer citizens, who 
were unable to purchafe the neceflaries of life, 
folicited the precarious charity of the rich ; and 
for a while the public mifery was alleviated by 
the humanity of Laeta, the widow of the empe* 
ror Gratian, who had fixed her refidence at Romc» 
and confecrated, to the ufe of the indigent, the 

princely 



268 THE DECLFNE AND FALL 

princely rfevenue,' which ihe annually received 
from the fateful fuccelfors of her hulband (74). 
But thefe private and temporary donativcR were 
infufiicient to appeafe the nunger of a numerous 
people ; and the progr^fs of fetmine invaded the 
marble palaces of the rehatorsthemfelvesi . The 
perfons of both fexes whb had been educated in 
the enjoyment of eafe' and luxury^ difcovcred 
how little is Teqiiiflte to* fupply the demands of 
nature ; and lavifhed their unavailing treafure bf 
gold and filver^ to obtain' th^ coarfe and fc^nty 
fuftenancewhich they .would formerfy havfe- re- 
jeftedwithdifdain. The food the moft repug- 
nant to ferife or imagtnation, the afiittents" the 
mpft unwholefome and' pernicious to the coiifti- 
tution, .tvere e^gerify-fletoured, and fiercely* diC- 
piitcd, lyf the ra^fe of ' hunger. A dai4c ftii^ici- 
on was entertain^^fha^^fome defperate wr'6tches 
fed on the bodies of their'fell'ow-creatures, whom 
they had fecretljr .murclerifid ; and even mothers 
, (fuch was -the horni' dDnflii^ of the t^yo ttiofl: 
powerful Inftin6t6 itn|jIaT^tcd by natiltein the hu- 
man brcaft), even mothers are faid to Have tail- 
ed the flefh 6f thtir^ flaughtered infants (75) ! 
Plague.- Many -thdufand^ of tlie; tnl^bitants oif Rome ex- 
• "* -:.'-:. . : ^» pired 

(^4) ^^c ^twther of Liefrf wis alKYied PiiTamefia. < Her father, 
fmWyt Mid: couqtrj; ^fe n^{:p9^t. 9a^ngc^ t^or. <B);2annii. 

(^5^ Ad neftndog tfbis efujjit eftiVientium rabies', t\ Aia invi- 
cetn itembra laniaru life, duiTi' mater 'hoaipdrcit la^nti Sftfaiitiac ; 
ct recipii ut^ro, quempfOillo ante cffuderat. Jerohi ad PrincipU 
am, . torn. i.p. lai. The lame fiorrld circumftance is likewife 
told of the fieges of Jcrufaletn tfnd* Paris; F6r the latter, com- 
parqthc tenth book .t>r.tKc H!<*iriatk). ahd the J^urnaHe Henri 
IV, torn, i, p.. 47— 83. i a/^ obl^rve that a plain nairative of 
fatls is faiiich more patheticV 'than the moft laboured deTcriptions 
of cpicpGCiry* * i '- i^ • 
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pif ed m their houfes, or in the ftreets^ for want of 
fiiftenance -, and as the public fepiJchres without ^ 

the walls were in the power of thq enemy, the 
ftehch, which arofe frorix fo many putrid and un- 
buried carcafles, infedted the air ; and the mife- 
ries <X. famine were fucceeded and aggravated by 
the contagion, of a p^ftilential difeafe. The af- 
fdrances of a fpeedy and effeflual relief, which 
were repeatedly tranfmitted from the Court of 
Ravenna, fupported, for fome time, the feinting 
refolution of the Romans, till at length the de- 
foair of any human aid tempted them to accept 
the offers of a prseternatural deliverance. Pom- Superftiu- 
peianus, praefedl of the city, had been perfua-®"^' 
ded, by the art or fanaticifm of fome Tufcan 
diviners, that, by the myfterious force of fpells 
iand'facrifices, they could extradt the lightning 
from the clouds, and point thofe celeftial fires 
agairift the camp of the Barbarians (76). The 
important fecret was communicated to Innocent, 
the bilhop of Rome ; and the fucceffor of St. Pe- 
ter is iaccufed, perhaps without foundation, of 
'preferring the fafety of the republic to the rigid 

leverity 

(76) ^oitinna (I. v. p. 355, 356.) ffjcaks of thefe ceremonies, 
like? Ore^^ unacquainted with the national fuperftition of Rome 
and Tufcaiiy. I fufpeft, that they confifted of two parts, the fe- 
cret, and tnc public 5 the former were probably an imitation of 
ihe arts and fpelU, by wiiich Numa had drawn down Jupiter and 
Ji>« cbunder on Mount Aventine. > 

Qufd agant.laqueis, qnae carmlna dicant 
* Quaque -trahant fuperls liedibus arte Jovera 

Scire nefas hoAJfini* 
.The analiq^ or (hields of Mars, the pignora Imperii^ which 
•were carriecf in falemn proceflion on the caiends of March, deri- 
ved their origin from this myfterious event (Ovid. Faft. iii. 459—' 
.3^8.). It wa8«probdb|y doftgoed to revive this ancient ftilivai 
vhieh had been fuppreri*^d b; TheodoGu^. In that cafe, we re> 
cover a chronological date (Marcbthe zft, A. D. 409.) which 
<htS'iiot latherto J»eeo joblerved. 
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feverity of the Chriftian worihip. But when the 
queftion was agitated in the feoate; when it was 
pfopoTed, as as eflential condition^ that thofe fa«^ 
crifices fliould be performed in the Capitol, by 
Ae authority, andintheprefenceof^ the magif- 
trates; the majority of thatrefpedableaflfembly, 
apprehenfive either of the Divine, or of the Im-' 
perial, difpleafure, refufed to join in an a£t, 
which app^ed almoll equivalent to the public 
reftoration of Paganifm (77>. 
Aiarie ae- The laft refourfe of the Romans was in the 
^S2m, clemency, or at leaft, in the moderation, of the 
and raiftf king of^the Goths^ The fenate, who in this 
]jjj5*^' emergency aiTumed the fupreme powers of go- 
' vemment, appointed two ambafl&dors to nego- 
date with the enemy. This important trull was 
delisted to Bafilius, a fenator, of Spanifh ex- 
traction, and already confpicuous in the admi* 
niftration of provinces ; and to John, the firft 
tribune of the notaries, who was peculiarly qua- 
lified, by his dexterity in bufinefs, as well as by 
his former intimacy with the Gothic prince. 
When they were introduced into his prefence, 
they declared, perhaps in a more lofty ftyle than 
became their abjett condition, that tne Romans 
were refolved to maintain their dignity, either in 
peace or war •, and that, if Alaric refufed them a 
fair and honourable capitulation, he n^aght found 
his trumpets, and prepare to give battle to an 
innumerable people, exercifed in arms, and ani- 
mated by delpair. " The thicker the hay, the 
eafier it is mowed," was the concife reply of th^ 

Barbarian ; 

(77) Sozomen (1. ix. c. 6.) tnHnuates, that the expetiment wat 
actually, though oiiAiccertfullyy made } but he doea not mentioa 
the name of Innocent : and Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. tom.x. p. 
645.} is determined not to believe^ th^tapope coiiid be guilty of 

luch impious condefceniion* 
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Barbarian ; and this ruftic metaphor was accom- 
panied by a loud and infulting laugh, expreflive 
of his contempt for the menaces of an unwarlike 
populace, enervated by luxury before they were 
emaciated by famine. He then condefcended to 
fix the ranfom, which he would accept as the 
price ot his retreat from the walls of Rome : all 
the gold and filver in the city, whether it were 
the property of the ftate, or of individuals ; all the 
rich and precious moveables ; and all the (laves 
who could prove thrir title to the name of Bar- 
barians. The miniilers of the fenate prefumed 
to afk, in a modeft and fuppliant tone, ^l{ 
** fuch, O Kingf are your demands, what do 
^* you intend to leave us V " Your lives •,*• 
relied the haughty conqueror : they trembled, 
^nd retired. Yet before they retired, a fliort fuf* 
penfion of arms was granted, which allowed 
ibme time for a more temperate n^ociation. 
The ftem features of Alaric were infenfibly re- 
laxed \ he abated much of the rigour of his 
terms ; and at length confented to raife the fiege, 
on the immediate payment of five thou(and 
pounds of gold, of thirty tiioufand pounds of 
filver, and of four thou(and robes of filk, of three 
thoufand pieces of fine fcariet cloth, and of three 
thoufand pounds weight of pepper (7 8) . But the 
public treafury was exhaufted ; the annual rents 
of the great eftates in Italy and the provinces, 
were intercepted by the calamities of war ; the 

gold 

(78) Pepper wat » favoarite ingredient of the moft expenHve - 
Koman cooker y» and the beft fort commonly fold for fifteen de- 
nariiy or fliillinety the pound. See Pliny> Hift. Natur. xii. 14.. 
It was brought from India i and the ianoe countryy the coalt of 
MaJabary ftilJ affords the greateft plenty t but the improvement 
of trade and navigation has multiplied the auantity, and reduced 
the price. See Hiftoire Politique et Philolopbique, &c« torn. i. 
f. 457. 
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gold and gems had been exchanged, during ihe 
Kimine, for the vileft fuftenance •, the hoards c€ 
fecret wealth were ftill concealed by the obfti- 
nacy of avarice ; and fome remains of confecra- 
ted fpoils afforded the only refource that could 
avert the impending ruin of the dty. As foon 
as the Romans had fatisfied the rapacious de* 
mands of Alaric, they were reftored, in fome 
meafure, to the enjoyment of -peace and plenty. 
Several of the gates were cautioufly opened; the 
importation of provifions from the river, and the 
adjacent country, was no longer obftrudied by 
the Goths ; the citizens reforted in crowds to the 
free market, which was held cftring three days 
in the fuburbs; and while the merchants who 
undertook this gainful trade, made a confidera- 
ble profit, the future fubfiftence of the city was 
fecured by the ample magazines which were de- 
pofited in the public and private granaries. A 
more regular difcipline, than could have been 
.expefted, was maintained in the camp of Ala- 
ric ; and the wife Barbarian juftified his regard 
for thefeith of treaties, by the juft feverity with 
which he chaftifed a party of licentious Goths, 
who had infulted fome Roman citizens on the 
?oad to Oftia. His army, enriched by the 
contributions of the capital, (lowly advanced 
into the fair and fruitful province of Tufcany, 
where he propofed to eftabliih his winter-quar- 
ters ; and the Gothic ftandard became the re- 
fuge of forty thoufand Barbarian flaves, who had 
broke their chains, and afpircd, under the com- 
mand of their great deliverer, to revenge the in- 
juries, and the difgrace of their cruel fervitude. 
About the fame time, he received a more ho- 
nourable reirufprcement of Goths and Huns, 

whom 
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whom Adolphus (79)^ the brother of his wife, 
had condudted, at his preffing invitation, from 
the banks of the Danube to thofe of the Tyber j 
and who had cut their way, with fome difficulty 
and lofs, through the fuperior numbers of the 
Imperial troops. A vidkorious leader, who uni- 
ted the daring fpirit of a Barbarian with the art 
and difcipline of a Roman general, was at the 
head of an hundred thoufand fighting men ; and 
Italy pronounced, with terror and refpeCl, the 
formidable name of Alaric (80). 

At the diftance of fourteen centuries, we may FruhieHi 
be fatisfied with relating the military exploits of"^^^^^^"* 
the conquerors of Rome, without prefuming to peace, 
inveiligate the motives of their political conduft. A. D. 409, 
In the midft of his apparent profperity, Alaric 
was confcious, perhaps, of fome fecret weak- 
nefs, fome internal defedt ; or perhaps the mo- 
deration which he difplayed, was intended only 
to deceive and difarm the eafy credulity of the 
minifters of Honorius. The king of the Goths 
repeatedly declared, that it was his defire to be 
confidered as the friend of peace, and of the 
Romans. Three fenators, at his earneft requeft, 
were fent ambafladors to the court of Ravenna, 
to folicit the exchange of hoftages, and the con- 
clufion of the treaty ; and the propofals, which 
he more clearly expreffed during the courfe of 

Vol, V. T the 



(79) This Gothic chieftain is called by Jornandes and Ifidore, 
Jtbaulpbusi by Zofimus and OrofiuSy Ataulpbus\ and by Olym- 
piodorus, Adaoulpbus, I have ufed the celebrated name of Adol- 
fbvsy which (eeras to be authorifcd by the pra^fice of the Swedes, 
the Ions or brothers of the ancient Goths. 

(80) The treaty between Alaric and the Romans, &c. is takea 
from Zofi\nus, 1. v. p. 354, 355. 358, 359-. 3^a> 3^3*^ The 
additional tircumftances are too few and tripling to require any 
•ther quotation; 
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the negociations, could only infpire a doubt of 
his fincerity, as they might feem inadequate to 
the ftate of his fortune. The Barbarian ftill af- 
afpired to the rank of mailer general of the ar- 
mies of the Weft j he ftipulated an annual fub- 
fidy of corn and money ; and he chofe the pro- 
vinces of Dalmatia, Noricum, and Venetia, for 
the feat of his new kingdom, which would have 
commanded the important communication be- 
tween Italy and the Danube- If thefe modeil 
terms fhould be rejefted, Alaric (hewed a difpo- 
fition to relinquifh his pecuniary demands^ and 
even to content himfelf with the poffeflion of 
Noricum ; an exhaufted and impoverilhed coun- 
try, perpetually expofed to the inroads of the 
Barbarians of Germany (8i). But the hopes of 
peace were difappointed by the weak obftinacy, 
or interefted views, of the minifter Olympius. 
Without liftening to the falutary remonftrances 
of the fenate, he difmifled their ambafladors un- 
der the conduft of a rtiilitary efcort, too nume- 
rous for a retinue of honour, and too feeble for 
an army of defence. Six thoufand Dalmatians, 
the flower of the Imperial legions, were ordered 
to march from Ravenna to Rome, through an 
open country, which was occupied by the formi- 
dable myriads of the Barbarians, thefe brave 
legionaries,! encompafled and betrayed, fell a fa- 
crifice^tominifterial folly; their general Valens, 
with an hundred foldiers, efcaped from the field 
of battle; and one of the ambaffadors, who 
could no longer claim the proteftion of the law 
of nations, was obliged to purchafe his freedom 
with a ranfom of thirty thoufand pieces of gold. 

Yet 

(8i) Zafimus, I. V. p, $6y, 368, 369. 
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Yet Alaric, inftead of refenting this adt of im- 
potent hoftiJity, immediately renewed his propo- 
fals of peace : and the fecond embafly of the 
Roman fenate, which derived weight and dignity 
from the prefence of Innocent, bifliop of the 
city, was guarded from the dangers of the road 
by a detachment of Gothic foldiers (82). 

Olympius (8j) might have continued to in- Change 
fqlt the juft refentmentof a people, who loudly*"^ ^HF^f- 
accufed him as the author or the public calami- n-jurt. "*' 
ties ; but his power was undermined by the fe- 
cret intrigues of the palace. The favourite eu- 
nuchs transferred the gpvernment of Honorius, 
and the empire, to Jovius, the Praetorian prae- 
fed ; an unworthy fervant, who did not atone, 
by the merit of perfonal attachment, for the 
errors and misfortunes of his adminiftration. 
The exile, or efcape, of the guilty Olympius, 
referved him for more viciffitudes of fortune : he 
experienced the adventures of an obfcurei and 
wandering life ; he again rofe to power ; he fell 
a fecond time into difgrace ; his ears were cut 
off; he expired under the lafti •, and his ignomi- 
nious death afforded a grateful fpeftacle to the 
friends of Stilicho. After the removal of Olym- 
pius, whofe charader was deeply tainted with 
religious fanaticifm, the Pagans and heretics were 
delivered from the impolitic profcription, which 
excluded them from the dignities of the ftate. 
T z The 



(8a) ZoCmus, 1. v. p. 360, 3^1, 364. The biftiop, by re* 
maining at Ravenna, efcaped the impending calaniities of the city* 
OroHus, 1. vii. c. 39. p. 573. . 

(83) For the adventures of OlympiuSy and hU fucccflbrs in the 
miniftry» fee Zofimus, I. v. p, 363. 365, 366. and Olympio- 
4lor. ap. Phot.p. 180, 181. 
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The brave Gcnnerid (84), a foldicr of Barbarian 
origin, who ftill adhered to the worihip of his 
anceftors, had been obliged to lay alide the milita** 
ry belt : and though he was repeatedly afliired by 
the emperor himfel^ that laws were not made for 
perfons of hfs rank or merits he refufed to accept 
any partial difpenfation, and perfevered in ho- 
nourable difgrace, till he had extorted a general 
siGt of jufiice from the dillrefs of the Roman 
government. The condud of Gaincrid, in the 
important ftation^ to which he was promoted or 
reftored, of mailer-general of Dalmatia, Pan- 
nonia, Noricum, and Rhaetia, feemed to revive 
the difdpline and fpirit of the republic. From 
a life of idlenefs and want, Ms tro6p6 were foon 
habituated to fevere exercife, and plentiful fub- 
£ftence ; and his private generofity often fupplied 
the rewaKis, which were denied by die avarice, 
OT poverty, of the court of Ravenna. The va- 
lour of Gennerid, formidable to the adjacent 
Barbarians, was the firracft bulwark of the Illy- 
* rian frontier; and his vigilant care afiifted the 
cmfrire with a reinforcement of ttn thoufand 
Huns, who arrived on the confines of Italy, 
attended by fuch a convoy of provifions, and 
fuch a numerous train of fheep and oxen, a» 
might have been fuiBdent, not only for the 
march ef an army, but for the fetdement of a 
colony^ But the court and councils of Hono- 

rius 



(84) ZofimuB (1. V. p. 164.) relates this circumftance with vifi- 
ble complacency, and celebrates the charader of Gennerid as the 
Jaft glory of expiring paganifm. Very difierent were the fenti- 
ments of the council of Carthage, who deputed four bifliops to 
the court of Ravenna, to con^plain of the law, which had been 
)u(l enabled, that all converlions to Chriftianity ihould be frte and 
voluntary. * See Baronius, Anna!. EccleT. A. D* 409. No. i5k 
A. D. 410. No. 47, 48. 
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rius ftill remained a fcene of weakncfs and dif- 
traiStion, of corruption and anarchy. Inftigated 
by the praefed Jovius, the guards rofe in furious 
mutiny, and demanded the heads of two gene- 
rals, and of the two principal eunuchs. The 
generals, under a perfidious promife of fafety, 
were fent on fliip-board, and privately executed; 
while the favour of the eunuchs procured thern 
a mild and fecure exile at Milan and Conftanti- 
nople. Eufebius the eunuch, and the Barbarian 
Allobich, fucceeded to the command of the bed- 
chamber and of the guards; and the mutual 
jealoufy of thefe fubordinate minifters was the 
caufe of their mutual deftrudion. By the info- 
lent order of the count of the domeftics, the 
great chamberlain was (hamefully beaten to death 
with flicks, before the eyes of the aftoniftied 
emperor; and the fubfequcnt aflaflination of 
Allobich, in the midft of a public proceflion, is 
the only circumftance of his life, in which Hq- 
Dorius difcovered the fainted fymptom of cou- 
rage or refentment. Yet before they fell, Eufe- 
bius and Allobich had contributed their part 
to the ruin of the empire, by oppofing the con- 
clufion of a treaty whiqh Joviu$, from a felfifli, 
and pcrlmps a criminal, motive, had negociated 
with Alaric, in a perioral interview under iht 
walls of Rimini. During the abfence of Jovi- 
tia, the emperor was perUiaded to affume a lofty- 
tone of inflexible dignity, fuch as neither his ' 
fituation, nor his charafter, could enaWe him to 
fupport: and a letter, figncd with the name cf 
Hooorius, was immediately difpatched to the 
Pr«torian praefedt, granting him a free permifiioa 
to dlfpofe of the public money, but fternly re- 
filling to proftilute the military honours of 

Rome 
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Rome to the proud demands of a Barbarian. 
This letter was imprudently communicated to 
Alaric.himfelf; and the Goth, who in the whole 
tranfaclion had behaved with temper and decen- 
cy, exprefled, in the moft outrageous language, 
his lively fenfe of the infult fo wantonly offered 
to his perfon, and to his nation. The conference 
of Rimini 'was haftily interrupted ; and the prae- 
fedl Jovius, on his return to Ravenna, was com- 
pelled to adopt, and even*' to encourage, the fa* 
fhionable opinions of the court. By his advice 
and example, the principal officers of the ftate 
and army were obliged to fwear, that, without 
Jiftening, in any circumftances, to any conditions 
of peace, they would ftill perfevere in perpetual 
and implacable war againft the enemy of the 
. republic- This rafh engagement oppofed an 
infuperabje bar to all future negociation. The 
minifters of Honorius were heard to declare, 
that, if they had only invoked the name of the 
Deity, they would confult the public fafety, and 
trulls their fouls to the mercy of Heaven ; but 
they had fwom, by the facred head of the em- 
peror himfelf •, they had touched, in folemn ce- 
remony, that auguft feat of majefty and wif- 
dom ; and the violation of their oath would ex- 
pofe them to the temporal penalties of facrilege 
and rebellion (85). 

While 

(85) Zofimus, 1. V. p. 3^7> 3^8, 369. Thi? cuftomof fwcar- 
|ng by the head, or life, or lafety, or genius, of the fovereign, , 
was of the higheft antiquity, both in Egypt (Gencfis xlii. 15.) 
and Scytjiia". It was foon transfcrrtd, by flattery, to.the Cacfars ; 
iind TertuIlSan complains, that it was the only oath which tbd 
Komans of his time afFefted to reverence. See an elegant DiflTcr- 
tation of the Abbe Maflicu on the Oaths of the Ancients, in thi 
Mem. de TAcadenale des Infcriptions, torn. i. p. ^08, lOQ. 
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While the emperor and his court enjoyed, with Second 
fuUen pride, the fecurity of the marfhes and^^^^e^^. 
fortifications of Raveiina, they abandoned the cToths, 
Jtome, almoft without defence, to the refent-A. D. 409, 
ment of Alaric. Yet fuch was the moderation 
which he ftill prcferved, or afFefted, that, as he 
moved with his army along the Flaminian way, 
he fucceflively difpatched the biftiops of the 
towns of Italy to reiterate his offers of peace, 
and to conjure the emperor, that he would fave 
the city and its inhabitants from hoftile fire, and 
the fword of the Barbarians (86). Thefe im- 
pending calamities were however averted, not 
indeed by the wifdom of Ho^orius, but by the 
prudence or humanity of the Gothic king ; who 
employed a milder, though not lefs effectual, 
method of conqueft. Inftead of aflaulting the 
capital, he fuccefsfuUy diredted his efforts againll 
the Port of Oftia, one of the boldeft and moft. 
ftupendous works of Roman magnificence (87), 
The accidents to which the precarious fubfiftence 
of the city was continually expofed in a winter- 
navigation, and an open road, had fuggefted to 
the genius of the firft Caefar the ufeful defign, 
which was executed under the reign of Claudius, 
The artificial moles, which formed the narrow 
entrance, advanced far into the fea, and firmly 

repelled 

(86) Zofimus, 1. V. p. 368, 369. I have foftcned the pxpreffi- 
ons of Alaric, who expatiates^ in too florid a manner^ on the 
hiftory •£ Rome. 

(87) See Suetoo. in Claud, c. 20. Dion Caffius, 1. Ix. p. 949, 
edit. Rei mar. and the lively defcripiion of Juvenal, Sarir. xii. 7S» * 
&c. In the fixteenth century, when the remains of this Auguftan 
port were ftill vifible, the antiquarians iketched the plan (fced'An-r 
ville, Mem, de TAcademie des Infcrlptions, tom.xxx. i98.)» an4 
declared, with enthufiafm, that all the monarchs of Europe would 

be unable to execuu fo great a work (Bcrgier, Hift. dc« grapd* 
Cihemins des Romains, torn. ii. p. 356*). 
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repelled the fury of the waves, while the largeft 
veffels fecurely rode at anchor within three deep 
and capacious bafons, which received the north- 
ern branch of the Tyber, about two miles from 
the ancient colony of Oftia(88). The Roman 
Port infenfibly fwelled to the fizft of an epifcopal 
city (85), where the corn of Africa was depofited 
in fpacious granaries for the ufe of the capital. 
As foon as Alaric was in pofTeffion of that im- 
portant place, he fummoned the city to furren- 
der at difcretion ; and his demands were enforced 
by the pofitive declaration, that a refufal, or even 
a delay, (hould be inftantly followed by the 
deftruftion of the magazines, on which the life 

of 

(8d) The OJlia Tyber ina fjet Cl'uver, Italia Antiq. L iii. p, 
870—879.), in the plural number, the two mouths of the Tybo*, 
were feparated by the Holy Ifland, an equilateral triangle, whofe 
fides were each of them computed at about two miles. The colo- 
ny of Oftia was founded hnmediately beyond the left, or ibutb* 
crn, and the Port immediately beyond the right, or northern, 
branch of the river ; and tlie diftance between their remains mea-' 
fures fomething more than two miles on Cingolani's map. In the 
time of Strabo, the fand and mud depofited by the Tyber, had 
choked the harbour of Oftia \ the progrefs of the fame caufe hac 
added much to the fize of the Holy Ifland, and gradually left 
both Oftia and the Port at a confiderable diftance from the (bore. 
The dry channels ((iumi morti), and the large eftuaries (d^agno 
di Ponente, de I*evai)te), mark the changes of the river, and the 
efforts of the fea. Confult, for the prefent (iate of this dreary 
and defolate traA, the excellent map of the ecclefiaftical ftateby 
the mathematicians of Bcnedift XIV. 5 an a6lual furvey of the 
Jgro Romano^ in (ix flieets, by Cingolani, which contains 
1x3,819 ruhbia (about 570,000 acres) : and the large topographi- 
jcel map of Ameti, in eight fljccts* 

(89) As early as the third, (Lardner's Credibility of the Gof- 
peT, part ii. vol, iii. p. 89 — ^2.) or at leaft the fourth, ceatuiy 
(Carol, a Saafto Paulo, Notit. Ecclef. p. 47.), the Pbrt of Rome 
was an epifcopal city, which was demolilhcd, as it (hould feem, 
in the ninth century, by pope Gregory IV. durinff the incurfiont 
of the Arabs. Jt is now reduced to an inn, a church, and the 
houfe, or palace, of the bifliop, who ranks as one of fix cardi- 
nal -bifhops <if the Roman church. See Efclunard, Defcrizione di 
Hoitia etdeir Agro Romaqo, p. 328, 
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of the Roman people depended. The clamours 
of that people, and the terror of famine, fubdu- 
ed the pride of the fenate ; they liftened, without 
reluctance, to the propofal of placing a new em- 
peror on the throne of the unworthy Honorius ; 
and the fuffrage of the Gothic conqueror bellow- 
ed the purple on Attains, praefed of the city. 
The grateful monarch immediately acknowledg- 
ed his protedor as mafter-general of the armies 
of the Weft ; Adolphus, with the rank of count 
of the domeftics, obtained the cuftody of the 
perfon of Attains; and the two hollile nations 
feemed to be united in the clofeft bands of friend- 
Ihip and alliance (90). 

The gates of the city were thrown open, andAttaiusi$ 
the new emperor of the Romans, encompaffed^^^'J^^j^^"*' 
on every fide by the Gothic arms, was conduA-ihe Goihs 
ed, in tumultuous proceffion, to the palace ofan<iR»>- 
Auguftus and Trajan. After he had diftributed""*"*' 
the civil and military dignities among his favou- 
rites and followers, Attalus convened an affem- 
bly of the fenate; before whom, in a formal 
and florid fpeech, he afferted his refolution of 
reftoring the majefty of the republic, and of 
uniting to the empire the provinces of Egypt 
and the Eaft, which had once acknowledged , 
the fovereignty of Rome. Such extravagant 
promifes infpired every reafonable citizen with 
a juft contempt for the character of an unwar- 
iike ufurper; whofe elevation was the deepeft 
and moft ignominious wound which the repub- 
lic had yet fuftained from the infolence of the 

Barbarians. 

(90) For the elevation of Attains, confult Zofimus, I. yi. p* 
3M.7_-,j{o. Sozomcn, I. ix. c. 8, 9. Olympiodor. ap. Phot. . 
p. 180, 181. Philoftorg, l.xii. c. 3. and Godcfooy, Diflfertat. 

p. 470. 

I 
1 
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Barbarians, But the populace, with their ufual . 
levity, applauded the change of mailers. The 
public dilcontent was favourable to the rival of 
Honorius; and the fedaries, oppreffed by his. 
perfecuting edifts, expedted fome degree of 
Countenance, or at leaft of toleration, from a 

Erince, who, in his native country, of lonia^ 
ad been educated in the Pagan fuperftition, and 
who had fince received the facrament of baptifm 
from the hands of an Arian bifhop (91). The 
firft days of the reign of Attalus were fair and 
profperous. An officer of confidence was fent 
with an inconfiderable body of troops to fecurc 
the obedience of Africa-, the greateft part of 
Italy fubmitted to the terror of the Gothic pow- 
ers , and though the city of Bologna made a 
vigorous and effedtual refiftance, the people of 
Muan, diflatisfied perhaps witTi the abfence of 
Honorius, accepted, with loud acclamation^ the 
choice of the Roman fenate. At the head of a 
forniidable army, A laric conduced his royal 
captive almoft to the gates of Ravenna ; and a 
folemn embaffy of the principal minifters, of 
. Jovius, the Praetorian praefed, of Valens, maf- 
ter of the cavalry and infantry, of the quaellor 
Potamius, and of Julian, the firft of the nota- 
ries, was introduced, with niartial ponip, infti- 
the Gothic camp. In the name of their fove- 
rcign^ they confented to acknowledge the law- 
iFul election of his competitor, and to divide the 
provinces pf Italy arid the Weft between the two 

emperors. 

. (91) We may admit the evidence Sozomen for the Arian bjp- 
tifm, and that of Philoftorgius for the Pagan education, of At^ 
talus. The vifible joy of ZoHmusy and the difcontent wWch.he 
imputes to the Anician family, are very unfavourable to the 
Ghriftianity of ,th2 new wnperor. 
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jcmperors. Their propofals were rejefted with 
difdain ; and the refufal was aggravated by the 
infulting clemency of Attalus, who condefqend- 
ed to promiie, that, if Honorius would inflantly 
refign the purple, he (hould be permitted to pafs . 
the remainder of his life in the peaceful exile of 
fome remote ifland (92). So defperate indeed did 
the fituation of the fon of Theodofius appear, to 
thofe who were the beft acquainted with hisftrength 
and refources, that Jovius and Valens, his miniftcr 
and his general, betrayed their truft, infamoufly 
deferted the finking caufe of their benefaftor, 
and devoted their treacherous allegiance to the 
fervice of his more R)rtunate rival. Aftoniftied 
by fuch examples of domeftic treafon, Hono- 
rius trembled at the approach of every fervant, 
at the arrival of every meffenger. He dreaded 
the fecret enemies, who might lurk in his capital, 
his palace, his bed-chamber -, and fome (hips lay 
ready in the harbour of Ravenna, to tranfport 
the abdicated monarch, to the dominions of his 
infant nephew, the emperor of the Eaft, 

But there is a Providence (fuch at leaft was the He is cfe- 
opinion of the hittorian Procopius) (93) that^^;^;^^^*'^ 
watches over innocence and folly; and the pre- a. D. 410. 
tenfions of Honorius to its peculiar care cannot, 
reafonably be difputed. At the moment when 
his defpair, incapable of any wife or pianly refo- 
lution, meditated a (hameful flight, a feafonable 
reinforcement of four thoufand veterans unex- 

peftedly 

(92^ He carried his infolence Co far, as to declare, that he 
flioiild mutilate Honorius beit>re he fent him into exile. But this 
aflertion of 2ofimus is deftroyed by the more impartial teftimony 
of Olympiodorus, who attributes the ungenerous propofal (which 
was abfolutely rejected by Attatus) to tne bafenefs, and perhaps 
^he treachery, of fovius. 

(^3) Pfocop. de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 2« 
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pcftedly landed in the port of Ravenna. To 
thefe valiant ftrangers, whofe fidelity had not 
been corrupted by the fadtions of the court, he 
committed the walls and gates of the city ; and 
the flumbers of the emperor were no longer dif- 
turbed by the apprehenfion of imminent and 
internal danger. The favourable intelligence 
which was received from Africa, fuddenly 
changed the opinions of men, and the ftate of 
public affairs. The troops and officers, whom 
Attains had fent into that province, were defeat- 
ed and flain; and the active zeal of Heraclian 
maintained his own allegiance, and that of his 
people. The faithful count of Africa tranf- 
mitted a large fum of money, which fixed the 
attachment of the Imperial guards ; and his vi- 
gilance, in preventing the exportation of corn 
and oil, introduced famine, tumult, and difcon- 
tcnt, into the walls of Rome. The failure of 
the African expedition, was the fource of mutual 
complaint and recrimination in the party of At- 
tains ; and the mind of his proteftor was infen- , 
fibjy alienated from the intereft of a prince, who 
wanted fpirit to command, or docility to obey. 
The moil imprudent msafures were adopted, 
without the knowledge, or againft the advice, of 
Alaric ; and the obftinate refufal of the fenate, 
to allow, in the embarkation, the mixture eyen 
of five hundred Goths, betrayed a fufpicious and 
diflruftful temper, which, 'in their fituation, was 
neither generous nor prudent. The refentment 
of the Gothic king . was exafpera,ted by the ma- 
licious arts of Jovius, who had been raifed to the 
rank of patrician, and who afterwards cxcufed 
his double perfidy, by declaring, without a blufh, 
that he had only J'efmc4 to abandon the fcrvicc 

of 
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of HonoriuSy more efFedually to ruin the caufc 
of the ufurper. In a large plain near Rimini, 
and in the prefence of an innumerable multitude 
of Romans and Barbarians, the wretched Attalus 
was publicly defpoiled of the diadem and purple ; 
and thofe enfigns of royalty were fent by Aiaric, 
as the pledge of peace and friendlhip, to the fon 
of Theodofius (94). The officers who returned 
to their duty, were reinftatcd in their employ- 
ments, and even the merit of a tardy repentance 
was gracioufly allowed : but the degraded em- 
peror of the Romans, defm)us of life, and in- 
feniible of difgrace, implored the permiffion of 
following the Gothic camp, in the train of a 
haughty and capricious Barbarian (gs). 

The degradation of Attalus removed the only Third fieg« 
real obftacle to the conclufion of the j)eace; ^^(^^^^^1%^^ 
Alaric advanced within three miles of Ravenna, ihe Goths, 
to prefe the irrcfolution of the Imperial minifters, A.D.410, 
whofe infoknce foon returned with the return of ^^" **' 
fortune. His indignaticm was kindled by the 
report, that a rival chieftain, that Saru», the 
perfonal enemy of Adolphus, and the hereditary 
foe of the houfe of Balti, had been recdved into 
the palace. At the head of three hundred fol- 
lowers, that fearlefs Barbarian immediately fal- 
Iied from the gates of Ravenna ; furprifed, and 
' cut in piecds, a confiderable body of Goths ; 

re- 



(94) Soe the cau/e and circumftanocs of tite fall of Attalus ui 
Zefinms, 1. vl. p. sSo— 383* Sozomen^ 1. ix. c. 8. Philoftorg. 
L xi'u c. }. The two a^s of ind^nity ia the Theodofian Code» 
1. ix. tk* xxxviii. leg. ii, la. which were publiflied the laih of 
February* and the Sih of Augvft, A. D. 41.0, evidently relais 
19 thii vfurper. 

(95} In hoc, Alaricue, imperalore» hSto, tnfe^, refe6lo, ac 
dafefio. ... MimiiiB fiiit, fit liidwa %eiUtit ijspeiii. Oro(iu#» 
I. vii, c. 4a. p. 58a. 
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re-entered the city in triumph ; and was permit- 
ted to infult his adverfary, by the voice of a 
herald, who publicly declared, that the guilt of 
Alaric had for ever excluded him from the fri^nd- 
fliip and alliance of the emperor (96). The 
crime and folly of the court of Ravenna was 
expiated, a third time, by the calamities of 
Rome. The king of the Goths, who no longer 
diflembled his appetite for plunder and revenge, 
•appeared in arms under the walls of the capital ; 
and the trembling fenate, without any hopes of 
relief, prepared, by a defperate refiftance, to 
delay the ruin of their country. But they were 
unable to guard againft the the fecret conspiracy 
of their flaves and domeftics ; who, either from 
birth or intereft, were attached to the caufe of 
the enemy. At the hour of midnight, the Sa- 
larian gate was filently opened, and the inhabi- 
tants were awakened by the tremendous found 
of the Gothic trumpet. Eleven hundred and 
fixty-three years after the foundation of Rome, 
the Imperial city, which had fubdued and civil- 
ifed fo confiderable a part of mankind, was de- 
livered to the licentious fury of the tribes of 
Germany and Scythia (97). 

The 



(96) Zofimus, 1. vi. p. 384. Sozomeny I. ix. c. 9. Pbiloftor- 
gius, I. xii. c. 3. In this place the text of ZoHmus is mutilated, 
and we have loft the remainder of his (ixth and laft book, which 
ended with the Tack of Rome. Creduious and partial as he is, 
we muft take our leave of that hiftorian with fome regret. 

(97) Adeft AlaricuSy trepidam Romam obfldet, turbar, imiin* 
pit. Oroiius, !• vii. c. 39. p. 573. He difpatches this mat event 
ID feven words ; but he employs whole pages in celebrating the 
devotion of the Goths. I have extradled from art improbable 
ftory of ProcopiuSy the circumftances which had an air oi- proba- 
bility. Procop. de Bell. Vandal. I.' i. c. a. He fuppofes, that 
the city was furprifed while the fenatori flept in the afteinoon $ 

but 
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The proclamation of Alaric, when he forced Refpeft of 
Ills entrance into a vanquifhed city, difcovered,«»^«^o^*>» 
however, fome regard for the laws of humanity c^^|ft?3^ 
and religion. He encouraged his troops boldly religion, 
to feize the rewards of valour, and to enrich 
themfelves with the fpoils of a wealthy and ef- 
feminate people : but he exhorted them, at the 
fame time, to fpare the lives of the unrefifting 
citizens, and to refpeft the churches of the 
apoftles, St. Peter and St. Paul, as holy and in- 
violable fanctuaries. Amidft the horrors of a 
nodurnal tumult, feveral of the Chriftian Goths 
difplayed the fervour of a recent converfion 9 and 
fomie inftances of their uncommon piety and 
moderation are related, and perhaps adorned, by 
the zeal of ecclefiaftical writers (98). While the 
Barbarians roamed through the city ^in quell of 
prey, the humble dwelling of an aged virgin, 
who had devoted her life to the fervice of the 
altar, was forced open by one of the powerful 
Goths. He immediately demanded, though in 
civil language, all the gold and filver in her pof- 
feffion ; and was aftonilhed at the readinefs with 
which (he conduced him to a fplendid hoard of 
mafly plate, of the richeft materials, and the . 

moft 

but Jerom, with more authority and more reafon, affirms, that it 
was in the night, no£^e Moab capta eft $ uo^e cecidit murud ejus, 
torn. i. p. 121, ad Principiani. 

(9^) Orofjus (I. vii. c. 39. p. 573— 57^.) applauds the piety of 
the Chriftian Goths, without feeming f perceive that the greateft 
'part of them were Arian heretics. Jornandes (c. 30. p. 653.),^ 
and Ifidore of Seville (Chron. p. 714. edit. Grot.), who were 
both attached to the Gothic caufe, have repeated and eftibelliflied 
thefe edifying tales. According to Ifidore, Alaric himfelf was 
heard to fay, that he waged war with the Romans, and not with 
the Apoftles. Such was the ftyle of the.feventh century, two 
hundred years before, ihe fame and merit had been afciibed, not 
to the apoftles, but to Chrili. 
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moft curious workmanfliip. The Barbarian 
viewed with wonder and delight this valuable 
acquifition, till he was interrupted by a ferious 
admonition, addrefled to him in the following 
words : *' Thefe, faid (he, are the confecrated 
" veflels belonging ^o St. Peter; if you prefumc 
" to touch them, the facrilegious deed will re- 
^ main on your confcience. For my part, I 
*' dare not keep what I am unable to defend.'* 
The Gothic captain, ftruck with reverential awe, 
difpatched a meflenger to inform the king of the 
treafure which he had difcovered -, and received 
a peremptory order from Alaric, that all the 
confecrated plate and ornaments ihould be tranf- 
ported, without damage or delay, to the church 
of the apoftle. From the extremity, perhaps, 
of the Quirinal hill, to the diflant quarter of 
the Vatican, a numerous detachment of Goths 
marching in order of battle through the prin- 
cipal ftreets, protefted, with glittering arms, 
the long train of their devout companions, who 
bore aloft, on their heads, the facred veflels of 
gold and filver ; and the martial fliouts of the 
Barbarians were mingled with the found of 
religious pfalmody. From all the adjgicent 
boufes, a crowd of Chriftians haftened to join 
this edifying proceflion ; and a multitude of fu- 
gitives, without diftin<Stion of age, or rank, or 
even of fedt, had the gpod fortune to efcape to 
the fecure and hofpitable fandtuary of the Vati- 
can. The learned work, concerning the City of 
God^ was profefledly compofed by St. Auguftin, 
to juftify the ways of Providence in the deftruc- 
i\OTi of the Roman greatnefs. He celebrates, 
with peculiar fatisfadtion, this memorable tri- 
umph of Chrift J and infults his adverfaries, by 

challenging 
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challen^ng them to produce fome fimilar exam- 
ple, of a town taken by ftorm, in which the 
fabulous gods of antiquity had been able to pro- 
tect either themfelves, or their deluded vota- 
ries (99). 

In the fack of Rome^ fome rare and extraor-PillaMaod 
dinary examples of Barbarian virtue have been^*** ^ 
defervedly applauded. But the holy precindts **""** 
of the Vatican, and the apoftolic churches, could 
receive a very fmall proportion of the Roman 
people : many thoufand warriors, more efpecial- 
ly of the Huns, who ferved under the ftandard 
of Alaric, were ftrangers to the name, or at 
leaft to the feith, of Chrift ; and we may fuf- 
pe£t, without any breach of charity or candour, 
that, in the hour of favage licence, when every 
paffion was inflamed, and «very reftraint was 
removed, the precepts of the gofpel feldom in- 
fluenced the behaviour of the Gothic Chriftians. 
The writers, the beft difpofed to exaggerate their 
clemency, have freely confeflcd, that a cruel 
ilaughter was made of the Romans (loo); and 
that the ftreets of the city were, filled with dead 
bodies, which remained without burial during 
th^ general confternation. The defpair of the 
^JL VoL.V. U citizens 

(99) See Auguftin^ de Civitat. Del, I. i. c. x-^6. He partS& 
•ulaily appeals to the examples of Troy, Syracufe, and Tarcn« 
turn. 

(160) Jcrom (torn. U p. mi. ad PHncipiam,) has applied to 
the fack of Rome all the ftrong ocpreifions of Virgil i 

Quis cladem illios no£liSf quis funeni fando, 

Expticet, ice* 
Procopius (I. i. c. la, 13.) pofitively afBniis, that great numbers 
were flain by the Goths. Augoftin (de Civ. Dei» 1. i. c. za, 13). 
offers Chriilian comfort for the death of thoic, whofe bodies 
Cmulta corpora J had remained (in tantdjirage) unburted. Ba* 
roniust from the different writings of the Fathers^ has thrown 
fome light on the fack of Rome* Anaal. Ecdef. A« D« 410* 
N9. 16— 44* 



^ 
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citizens was fometimesr converted into fury*-, and 
whenever the Barbarians were provoked by op- 
pofition, they extended the promifcuous mafla- 
cre to the feeble, the innocent, and the helplefs. 
The private revenge of forty thoufand flaves was 
exercifed without pity or remorfe ; and the ig- 
nominious laflies, which they had formerly re- 
ceived, were waihed away in the blood of the 
guilty, or obnoxious, families. The matrons 
and virgins of Rome were expofed to injuries 
more dreadful, in the apprehenfion of chaftity^ 
than death itfelf ; and the ecclefiaftical hiftorian 
has feledled an example of female virtue, for the 
admiration of future ages ( i o i ). A Roman lady, 
of fmgular beauty and orthodox faith, had ex- 
cited the impatient defires of a young Goth, who, 
according to the fagacious remark of Sozomen, 
was attached to the Arian herefy. Exafperated 
by her obftinate refiftance, he drew his fword, 
and, with the anger of a lover, (lightly wound- 
ed her neck. The bleeding heroine ftill conti- 
nued to brave his refentment, and to repel his 
love, till the ravifher defifted from his unavailing 
efforts, refpedlfuUy conducted her to the fane- 
tuary of the Vatican,, and gave fix pieces of 
gold to the guards of the church, on conditi^lj^ 
that they ftiould reftore her inviolate to the arrris 

of 



(loi) SoEomcn, 1. Tx. c. lO, Auguftin (<Je CIvitat. Dei, I. i. 
c. 17.) intimates, that fome virgins or matrons actually killed 
theniftlves to efcape violation j and though he admires their fpirit> 
he is obliged, by his theology, to condemn their rafh prefumption. 
Perhaps the good bifhcp of Hippo was too eafy in the belief, as 
well as too rigid in the cenfuie, of this aft of fem.de heroifm. 
The twenty maidens (if they ever exiftcd), who threw themfelves 
mto the Elbe, when Magdehurgh whs taken by ftoim, have been 
multiplied to the number of twelve hundred. See Hartc's -Hifto- 
ry of Guftavus Adolphus, vol. i. p. 3oS, 
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of her huiband. Such inftances of courage and 
generofity were not extremely common. The 
brutal foldiers fatisfied their fenfual appetites, ' 
without confulting either the inclination, or the 
duties, of their female captives: and a nice 
queftion of cafuiftry was ferioufly agitated^ 
Whether thofe tender victims, who had inflexi- 
bly refufed their confent to the violation which 
they fuftained, had loft, by their misfortune, 
the glorious crown of virginity (102). There 
were other loifes indeed ot a more fubftantial 
kind, and more general concern. It cannot be 
prefumed, that all the Barbarians were at all 
times capable of perpetrating fuch amorous out- 
rages; and the want of youth, or beauty, or 
chaftity, protected the greateft part of the Ro- 
man women from the danger of a rape. But 
avarice is an infatiate and univerfal pafBon ; 
fince the enjoyment of almoft every objeft 
that can afford pleafure to the different tattes and 
tempers of mankind, may be procured by the 
pofleiTion of wealth. In the pillage of Rome, a 
juft preference was given to gold and jewels, 
which contain the greateft value in the fmalleft 
compafs and weight: but, after thefe portable 
riches had been removed by the more diligent 
robbers, the palaces, of Rome were rudely llnp- 

U 2 ped 



(102) See Auguftin, deCivirat. Dei, I. i. c. 16, 18. He treats 
the fubje^l with remiifkablc accuracy j and after admitting ihat 
there cannot be any crime, wheie tlieie is no confent, he acids, 
Sed quia non folum quod ad doluiem, vtrum etiam quod aj l.bidi- 
nem, pertinet, in corpore alieno peipctraii pore(t ; quicqiiid tale 
£a^\urh tuerit, etii rcteutani cotiftantiflxmo animo puJiciiMrn non 
excutit, pudorein taintm incutit, ne crcdatur fadlum cum mentis 
ctiam voluntate, quod fieri fortalfe finecamis aliqua voluptate son 
potuit. In c. 18. he makes fume curious diUin^tions between 
moral ;uad pbyikal virginity. 
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pcd of their fplcndid and coftly furniture. The 
, fide-boards of mafly plate, and the variegated 
wardrobes of filk and purple, were irregularly 
piled in the waggons, that always followed the 
march of a Gothic army. The moft exquifite 
works of art were roughly handled, or wantonly 
deftroyed: many a ftatue was melted for the 
fake of the precious materials ; and many a vafe, 
in the divifion of the fpoil, was (hivered into 
fragments by the ftroke of a battle-axe. The 
acquifition of riches ferved only to ftimulate the 
avarice of the rapacious Barbarians, who pro- 
ceeded, by threats, by blows, and by tortures, 
to force from their prifoners the confeflion of 
hidden treafure (103). Vifible fplendour and 
expence were alleged as the proof of a plentiful 
fortune: the appearance of poverty was im- 
puted to a parfimonious difpofition ; and the ob- 
Itinacy of fome mifers, wIk) endured the moft 
cruel torments before they would difcover the 
fecret object of their afFedion, was fetal to many 
unhappy wretches, who expired under the lafli, 
for remfing to reveal their imaginary treafures. 
The edifices of Rome, though the dama^ has 
been much exaggerated, received fome mjury 
from the violence of the Goths. At their en- 
trance through the Salarian gate, they fired the 
•adjacent houfes to guide their march, and to dif- 
tract the attention of the citizens: the flames, 
which encountered no obftacle in the diforder of 

the 



(los) Marcella, a Roman lady, equally reQieaable for her 
rank, her age, and her pietv, was thrown on the ground, and 
cruelly beaten and whipped, caefam fuftibus f.agelliiqut, ^c* 
Jerom, torn. i. p. 121. ad Principiam. See Augufttn, de Cir. 
Dei, 1. i. c. ID. The modern Sacco di Roma, p. 208. gives an* 
idea of the various methods of torturing prifoners for gold. 
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the night, con fumed many private and public 
buildings ; and the ruins of the palace of Sal- 
luft (104) remained, in the age of Juftinian, a 
ftately monument of the Gothic conflagrati- 
on (105). Yet a contemporary hittorian has 
obfcrved, that fire could fcarcely confume the 
enormous beams of folid brafs, and that the 
ftrength of man was infufficient to fubvcrt the 
foundations of ancient ftrudtures. Some truth 
may poflibly be concealed in his devout afler- 
tion, that the wrath of Heaven fupplied the im- 
perfeftionsof hoftile rage; and that the proud * 
Forum of Rome, decorated with the ftatues of 
fo many gods and heroes, was levelled in the 
dull by the ftroke of lightning (406). 

Whatever 



(104) The hiftorian Salluft, who urefullj pra6U(ed the vices 
which he has To eloquently cenfured, employed the plunder of 
Numidia to adorn his palace and gardens on the Quirinal kill. 
The fpot where the houie flood, is now marked by the church of 
St. Sufanna, feparated only by a ftreet from the baths of Diocle* 
ttan, and not far didant from the Salarian gate. See Nardini* 
Roma Antica, p. 1^2, 193. and the great Plan of Modern 
Rome, by Nolli. 

(105) The expreilions of Procopius are diflin^ and moderate 
(de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 2.)* The Chronicle of Marcellinus 
f\itzki too ftrongly, partem urhis ^oms cremavit ; and the words 
•f Fhiloftorgius (tittfttmoiq h tjk v6Xitii xniAtm, 1. xii. c. 3.) 
•onvey a falle and exaggeiated idea. Bargaeus has compofcd a 
particular difiertation (lee tern, iv, Antiquit. Rom. Graev.) to 
prove that the edifices of Rome were not iiibverted by the Goths 
and Vandals. 

(xo6) Oroiius, K ii. c. 19. p. 143. He fpeaks as if hedifap* 
proved aU ftatues ; vel Deum vel hpminem mentiuntur. They 
coniifted of the kings of Alba and Rome from ^neas, the Ro« 
nans, illiiflrious either in arms or arts, and the deified Caefars. 
The expreifions which he ufes of Forum is fomewhat ambieuovs, 
fince there txiftcdjive principal Fora 5 but as they were alrconti- 
guous and adjacent, in the plain which is furrounded by the Capi- 
toline, the Quirinal, the Efquiline, and the Palatine hills, they 
might fairly be coniidered as one. See the Roma Antiqua of 
Donatus, p. t^s — aoi. and the Roma Antica of Nardini, p. an 
*^£73* The former is more ufefui for the aacient defcriptions, 
the latter for the actual topography. 
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Captive* Whatever mig'it be the numbers, of equeftri- 
t"vM "^' an, or plebeian lank, who periftied in the maf- 
fa^re of Rome, it is confidently affirmed that 
only one fenator bft his life by the Iword of the 
enemy (107). But it wasnoteafyto compute 
the mult. tudes, who,, fom an honourable fta- 
tion, and a profperous foitun^ were fuddenly 
reduceJ to the miferable condition of captives 
and ( x'lles. As the Barbarians had more occafi- 
fion for mney, than for Haves, they fixed, at a 
moderate price, the redemption of their indigent 
- prifonrr.^ •, and the ranfom was often paid by the 
benevolence of their friends, or the charity of 
ftrangers (108). The captive?, who were regu- 
larly fold, either in open market, or by private 
<J6ntra<ft, would have legally regained their na- 
tive freedom, which it was impoflible for a citizen 
to Jofe, or to alienate (109). But as it was foon dif- 
dovered,thaf the vindication of their liberty would 
todanger their lives •, and that the Goths, unlefs 
fhey were tempted to fell, might be provoked to 
thurder, their ufelefs prifoners ; the civil jurifpru- 
dence had been already qualified by a wife regu- 
lation, that they fhould be obliged to ferve the 
moderate term of five years, till they had difr 
charged by their labour the price of their re- 
demption 

(107) Orlfius (I. ii. c. 19. p. 142.) compares the cruelty of tl^c 
Gauls and the clemency of the Goths. Ibi vix quenquam inven- 
turn fenatorem, qui vel abfens cvaferit ; hie vix quenquam re* 
quiri, qui forte ut latens perierit. But there is an air of rhetoripj 
and perhaps of falfehood, in this antithefis ; and Socrates (1. vii. 
c. 10.) affirms, perhaps by an oppofite exaggeration, that many fe- 
ll ators were put to death with various and exquifite tortures. 

(108) Multi .... Chriftiani in captivitaiem dufti funt. Au- 
gudin, de Civ. Dei, 1. i. c. 14; and the Chriiiians experienced no 
peculiar hardships. 

(109) See HeinecciuSy Antiquitat. Juris Roman, torn, u 
. p. ?6. 
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demption (no). The nations who invaded the 
Roman empire, had driven before them, into 
Italy, whole troops of hungry and affrighted 
provincials, lefs apprehenfive of fervitude than 
of famine. The calamities of Rome and Italy 
difperfed the inhabitants to the mod lonely, the 
moft fecure, the moft diftant places of refuge. 
While the Gothic cavalry fpread terror and de- 
folation along the fea-coall of Campania and 
Tufcany, the little ifland of Igilium, feparated 
by a narrow channel from the Argentarian pro- 
montory, repulfed, or eluded, their hoftile at- 
tempts ; and at fo fmall a diftance from Rome, 
great numbers of citizens were fecurely concealed 
in the thick woods of that fequeftered fpot (in). 
The ample patrimonies, which many fenatorian 
families poflefled in Africa, invited them, if they . 
had time, and prudence, to efcape from the ruin 
of their country ; to embrace the (helter of that 
hofpitable province. The moft illuftrious of thefe 

fugitives, 

(ito) Appendix Cod. Theodof. xvi. in Sirmond. Opera, torn. I. 
P' 735» This edi6l was publiftied the nth of December, A. D. 
408. and is more reaibaabie than properly belonged to the mini- 
iters of Honorius. 

(ill) Eminus Igilii fylvofa cacumina miror : 

Quem fraudare ne fas laudis honore Aiae 
Haec proprios niiper tutata til infuia faltus j 

Sive loci ingenio, feu Domini genio. 
Gurgitc cum modico viftricibus obftitit armis 

Tanquam longinquo diflbciata mari. 
Hxc multos laceia fufcepit ab urbe fugatos, 

Hie feflis pofito certa timore falus. 
Plurima terreno populaverat wquora bello, 

Contra naturaoi claffetimendus eques 
Unum, mira fides, vario difcrimine porlum ! 
Tam prope Romanis, tarn procul effe Getis. 

Rutiiius, in Itinerar. 1. i. 325. 
The ifland is now called Giglio. Sec Cluver. ItaL Aniiq. i. ii. 
p. 502, 
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fugitives, was the noble and pious Proba (i 1 2), 
the widow of the praefcck Petronius. After the 
death of her hulband, the moft powerful fubjedt 
of Rome, (he had remained at the head of the 
Anician family, and fucceflively fupplied, from 
her private fortune, the cxpcnce of the conful- 
(hips of her three fons. When the city was be- 
fieged and taken by the Goths, Proba fupported 
with Chriftian refignation, the lofs of immenfc 
riches ; embarked in a fmall veflel, from whence 
* flie beheld, at fea, the flames of her burning par 
lace, and fled with her daughter Laeta, and her 
grand-daughter, the celebrated virgin, Deme- 
tiias, to the coaft of Africa. The benevolent 

J)rofufion with wljich the matron diftributed the 
ruits, or the prke, of her eftates, contributed to 
alleviate the mfsfbrtunes of exile and captivity. 
But even the.4mily of Proba herfelf was not ex- 
empt from t^e rapacious oppreflion of Count He- 
radian, wh0 bafely fold, in matrimonial profti- 
tution, the nobleft maidens of Rome to the lull 
or avarice of the Syrian merchants. The Italian 
fugitives were difperfed through the provinces, 
along the coaft of Egypt and Aha, as far as Con- 
ftantinople and Jerufalem ; and the village of 
Bethlem, the folitary refidence of St. Jerom and 
his female converts, was crowded with illuftrious 

beggars 

(i la) As the adventures of Proba and her family are conne£led 
with the lifeof St. Augulltn, theyjire diligently illuftrated by 
Tillcmont, Mem. Ecclef. fom. xiii. p. 620-^635. Some time 
after their arrival in Africa, Demetrias took the veil, and made a 
yow of virginity j an event which was confidered as of the high- 
eft importance to Rome and to the world. All the Saints wrote 
congratulatory letters to her ; that of Jerom is ftill extant (torn. i. 
p. 6^ — 7 J. ad Demetriad. de fervanda Virginitat.), and contains 
a mixture of abfurd reafoning, fpirited declamation, and curious 
fa^s, fome of vrhicb relate to the iiege and fack of Kome« - 
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beggars of either fex> and every age, who ex- 
cited the public compaffion by the remembrance 
of their paft fortune (113). This awful cataf- 
trophe of Rome filled the aftoniftied empire with 
grief and terror. So interefting a contraft of 
greatnefs and ruin, difpofed the fond credulity of 
the people to deplore, and even to exaggerate, 
the affliaions of the queen of cities. The clergy, 
who applied to recent events the lofty metaphors 
of Oriental prophecy, were fometimes tempted 
to confound the deftrudtion of the capital, and 
the diffolution of the globe. 

There exifts in human nature a ftrong pro- Sack of 
penfity to depreciate the advantages, and to '^ag-^^^^y 
nify the evils, of the prefent times. Yet, whenlfChMKt 
the firft emotions hadfubfided, and a fair efti-v. 
mate was made of the real damage, the more 
learned and judicious contemporaries were forc- 
ed to confefs, that infant Rome had formerly re- 
ceived more eflential injury from the Gauls, than 
Ihe had now fuftained from the Goths tn her 
declining age (114). The experience of eleven 
centuries has enabled pofterity to produce a much 
more Angular parallel ; and to affirm with confi- 
dence, that the ravages of the Barbarians, whom 
Alaric had led from the banks of the Danube^ 
were lefs deftruAive than the hoftilities exercifed 
by the troops of Charles the Fifth, a Catholic 

prince, 

(115) See the pathetic complaint of Jerom (tom.v. p. 400.), 
in his preface to the fecbnd book of hi* Commentaries on the pro- 
phet Eztkiel. 

(114) Oroiius, though with Tome theological partiality, ftatet 
this comparifon* I. ii. c. 19. p. 14a. I. vii. c 39. p. 575. But, in 
the hittory of the taking of Rome l>y the GauJs, evei y thing is 
uncertain, and fierhaps fabulous. See Beaufort fur rincertirudet 
iK» de I'Hiftoire Romaine, p. I56 ; and Melot, in cht Mem. 
die I'^ademie dpt Jbfcript^ torn. xv. p. 1— ftf . 
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prinoe, who fty led hi mfelf Emperor of the Ro- 
mans (115). The Goths evacuated the city at 
the end of fix days, but Rome remained above 
nine months in the pofTeffion of the Imperia- 
. . lifts ; and every hour was ftained by fome atro- 
cious aft of cruelty, luft, and rapine. The au- 
thority of Alaric prefer ved fome order and mo- 
deration among the ferocious multitude, which 
acknowledged him for their leader and king; but 
the conftable of Bourbon had glorioufly fallen 
in the attack of the walls •, and the death of the 
general removed every reftraint of difcipline, 
from an army which confifted of three indepen- 
dent nations, the Italians, the Spaniards, and the 
Germans. In the beginning of the fixteenth 
century, the manners of Italy exhibited a re- 
markable fcene of the depravity of mankind. 
They united the fanguinary crimes that prevail 
in an unfettled ftate of fociety, with the polifh- 
ed vices which fpring from the abufe of art and 
luxury : and the loofe adventurers, who had vi- 
olated every prejudice of patriotifm and fuperfti- 
tion to aflault the palace of the Roman pontiff^ 
muft deferve to be confidered as the moft pro- 
fligate of the Italians, At the fame aera, the 
Spaniards were the terror both of the Old and New 

World: 

(115) The reader who wiflies to inform himfelf of the circum- 
. fiances of tin's famous event, may perufe an admirable narrative in 
Dr. Robertfon'8 Hiftory of Charles V. vol. ii. p. 283 ; orconfuk 
the Annali d'ltalia of the learned Miiratori, ton». xiv. p. 230 — 
244. o£lavo edition. If he is defnous of examining the origi- 
nals, he may have recourfe to the eighteenth book of the great, 
but unBniihed, hiftory of Guicciardini. But the account which 
moft truly deferves the name of authentic and original, is a littie 
book, intitled, // Sacco di Romay compofed, within lefs than a 
month after theaifaultof the city, by the brother of the hiftorian 
Guicciaidini, who appears to have b«en an a^ble magiftrate^ and 
a difpafTionare writer. 
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World : but their high-fpirited valour was dif- 
graced by gloomy pride, rapacious avarice, and 
unrelenting cruelty. Indefatigable in the purfuit 
of fame and riches, they had improved, by re- 
peated pradice, the moft exqu.fit^ and effectual • 
methods of torturing t'leir priloners: many of 
the Caftilians, who pillaged Rom-, were fami- 
liars of the holy inquifition; and fome vol mteers, 
perhaps, were lately returned fiom the conqueft 
of Mexico. The Germans were Icfs corrupt 
than the Italians, lefs cruel than the Spaniards -, 
and the ruftic, or even favage, afpedt of thofe 
TranumtoHe warriors, often difguifed a fimple and 
merciful difpofition. But they had imbibed, in 
the firft fervour of the reformation, thefpirit, as 
well as the principles, of Luther. It was their 
favourite amufement to infult, or deftroy, the 
confecrated objefts of Catholic fuperftition : they 
indulged, without pity, or remorfe, a devout ha- 
tred againft the clergy of every denomination 
and degree, who form fo confiderable a part of 
the inhabitants of modern Rgme ; and their fa- 
natic zeal might afpire to fubvert the throne of 
Antichrift, to purify, with blood and fire, the 
abominations of the fpiritual Babylon (ii6). 

The retreat of the vidtorious Goths, who eva- Alaric cva. 
cuatedRomeon the fixth day (117), might be J;^'^'^^^^^ 
the refult of prudence j but it was not furely the and ravages 

efFedi'^^y- 

A.D. 410. 
Auguft 29. 

(116) The furious fpirit of Luther, the efFc^l of temper and 
eflthufiaitn, has been forcibly attacked (Bofluet, Hift. des Varia- 
tions des Eg I ifcs Pfoteftantes, Jivre i. p. ao — 36.), and feebly de- 
fended (Seckendorf, Comment, de Lutheranifmo, efpecially I. i. 
No. 78. p. 120. and 1. iii. No. 122. p. 55$.)' 

(117) MarCellinus, inChron. Orofius (I. vii. c. 39. p. 575.) 
aflerts, that he left Rome on the /i&/r^ day j but this diflTerence is 
cafily reconciled by the fuccefiive motions of great bodies of 
troops. 
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efFedt of fear (i i8). At the head of an army, 
encumbered with rich and weighty fpoils^ their 
intrepid leader advanced along the Appian way 
into the fouthem provinces otltaly, deftroying 
whatever dared to oppofe his paffiige, and con- 
tenting himfelf with the plunder of the unrcfift- 
ing country. The fate of Capua, the proud ^d 
luxurious metropolis of Campania, and which 
was refpeded, even in its decay, as the eighth 
city of the empire (119), is buried in oblivion; 
whilft the adjacent town of Nola (i 20) has been 
iUuftrated, on this occafion, by the fanAity of 
Paulinus (izi), who was fuccefiively a conful, a 
monk, and a bifhop. At the age of forty, he 
renounced the enjoyment of wealth and honour, 
of fociety and literature, to embrace a life of fo- 
litude and pennance ; and the loud applaufe of 
the clergy encouraged him to defpife the re- 
proaches of his worldly friends, who afcribed 
this defperate aft to fome diforder of the mind or 
body (i 22). An early and paffionate attachment 

determined 

(xi8) Socrates (h vii. c. xe.) pretends, without anj colour 
of truth, or reafon, that Alaric fled on the report, that the ar- 
mies of thcEaftem empire were in full march to attack hiid. 

(119) Aufonius de Claris Urbibus, p. 133. edit. Toll. Tlie 
luxury of Coptia had formerly furpafled that of Sybaris itfelf. 
See Athenaeus Detpno(bphift. I. xii. p. 528. edit. CaTaubon. 

(x2o) Forty-eightyearsbefore the foundation of Rome (about 
800 before the Chriftian asra), the Tufcans built Capua and Nola, 
at the dilUnce of twenty-three miles from each other : but the 
latter of the two cities never emerged from a ftate of medio- 
crity. ^ 

(x2i) Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. torn. xir. p. 1 — 146.) has 
compiled, with bis ui'ual diligence, all that relates to the life and 
writings of Paulinus, whofe retreat is celebrated by his own pen, 
and by the praifes of St. Ambrofe, St. Jerom, St. Auguftin, Sol- 
picius Severus, &c. his Chriftian friends and contemporaries. 
. (122) See the affeflionate letters of Aufonius (epift. xix.-— 
XXV. p. 650—698. edit. Toll.), to his colleagut, hiB friend, and 

l^is 
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determined him to fix his humble dwelling in one 
of the fuburbs of Nola, near the miraculous 
tomb of St. Faelix, which the public devotion 
had already furroundcd with five large and popu- 
lous churches. The remains of his fortune, and 
of his underftanding, were dedicated to the fer- 
vice of the glorious martyr; whofe praife, on 
the day of his feftival, Paulinus never failed to 
celebrate by a folemn hymn ; and in whofe name 
he eredted a fixth church, of fuperior elegance 
and beauty, which was decorated with many cu- 
rious pictures, from the hiftory of the Old 
and New Teftament. Such afliduous zeal fe- 
cured the favour of the faint (123), or at 
leaft of the people ; and, after fifteen years 
retirement, the Roman conful was compel- 
led to accept the bilhopric of Nola, a few 
months betore the city was invefted by the 
Goths. . During the fiege, fome religious perfons^ 
were fatisfied that they bad feen, either in dreams 
or vifions, the divine form of their tutelar pa- 
tron \ yet it foon appeared by the event, that 
Faelix wanted power, or inclination, to preferve 
the flock, of which he had formerly been the 
fliephcrd. Nola was not favedfrom the general 
devaluation (124); and the captive bilhop was 
protected only by the general opinion of his in- 
nocence and poverty. Above four years elapfed 
from the fuccefsful invafion of Italy by the arms 

of 

his di(cip1e Paulinos. The religion of Aufoniu^ is ftill a pro- 
blem (fee Menfi.de TAcademie des Infcriptions, torn. xv. p. iftS 
— 138.). I believe that it was fuch in his own time, and, con- 
fequently, that in his heart he was a Pagan. 

(i2s) The humble Paulinus once prefumed to faj, that he be« 
Jieved St. Faelix did love him j at leah, as a mafter loves his little 
dog. 

(124) See Jornandes, de Reb. Get. c. 30. p. 653. Philoftor* 
giuSy 1. xii. c. 3* Auguftin, deCiv. Dei, 1. i. c. 10. Baronius, 
Ann?). SccleT. A. D. 410. No. 451 46* 
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Poffeflion of Alafic, to the voluntary retreat of the Goths 
by the *^ under the condudt of his fucceflbr Adolphus ; 
Goths, and, during the whole time, they reigned with- 
A.D. 4o8outcontrouT over a country, which, in the opini- 
*^^'** on of the ancients, had united all the various ex- 
cellencies of nature and art. The profperity, in- 
deed, which Italy had attained in the aufpicious 
age of the Antonines, had gradually declined 
with the decline ot the empire. The fruits of a 
long peace perifhed under the rude grafp of the 
Barbarians ; and they themfelves were incapable 
of tafting the more elegant refinements of luxury, 
which had been prepared for the ufe of the foft 
and poliflied Italians. Each foldier, however, 
claimed an ample portion of the fubftantial 
plenty, the corn and cattle, oil and wine, that 
was daily coUedted, and confumed, in the Gothic 
camp ; and the principal warriors infulted the 
villas, and gardens, once inhabited by LucuUus 
arid Cicero, along the beauteous coaft of Cam- 
pania. Their trembling captives, the fons and 
daughters of Roman fenators, prefented, in gob- 
lets of gold and gems, large draughts of Faler- 
nian wine, to the haughty viftors ; who ftretch- . 
ed their huge limbs under the fliade of plane- 
trees (125), artificially difpofed to exclude the 
fcorching rays, and to admit the genial warmth, 
of the fun. Thefe delights were enhanced by 
the memory of paft hardfliips : the comparifon 

of 

(125) The pliztanus, or plane-tree, was a favourite of the an- 
cients, by whom it was propagated, for ihe fake of fliade, from 
the Eaft to Gaul. Piiny, Hift. Natur. xii. 3, 4, 5. He men- 
tions feveial of an enormous llze ; one in the Imperial villa at 
Velitrac, which Caligula called his neft, as the branches were ca- 
p'ible of holding a large table, the proper attendants^ and the 
em|>€ror himfelf, whom Pliny quaintly ^y\t% fan umbra \ an ex- 
preffion which might, with equal reafon, be applied to Alaric. 
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of their native foil, the bleak and barren hills of 
Scythia, and the frozen banks of the Elbe and 
Danube, added new charms to the felicity of the 
Italian climate (126). 

Whether fame, or conqueft, or riches, were Death of 
the objedt of Alaric, he purfued that objed with^'^lj^» 
an indefatigable ardour, which could neither be * **^^' 

quelled by adverfity, nor fatiated by fuccefs. No ^ 

fooner had he reached the extreme land of Italy, 
than he was attracted by the neighbouring prof- 
pedt of a fertile and peaceful ifland. Yet even 
the pofleffion of Sicily, he confidered only as an 
intermediate ftep to the important expediti- 
on, which he already meditated againft the 
continent of Africa. The ftreights of Rhe- 
gium and Meffina^(i27) are twelve miles in 
length, and, in the narroweft paflage, about one 
mile and a half broad ; and the fabulous mon- 
fters of the deep, the rocks of Scylla, and the 
whirlpool of Charibdis, could terrify none but 
the moft timid and unfkilful mariners. Yet as 
foon as the firft divifion of the Goths had em- 
barked, a fudden tempeft arofe, which funk, or 
fcattered, many "of the tranfports 5 their courage 

was 

(ia6) The proftrate South to the deftroyer yields 

Her boafted titles, and her golden fields i 

With glim delight the biood of winter view 

A brighter day, and (kies of azure iiue ; 

Scent the new fragrance of the opening rofe. 

And quaff the pendent vintage as it grows. 
See Gray's Poems, published by Mr. Mafbn, p. 197. Inftead g{ 
compiling ti'.bles of chronology and natural hiltory, why did not 
Mr. Oray apply the powers of his genius to finifh the philofophic 
poem^ of which he has left fuch an cxquifite fpccimen > 

(127) For the perfeft defciiption of the Streiohts of McflSna, 
ScylJa, Charibdis, &c. fee Cluverius (Ital. Antiq. 1. iv. p. 
1293. and Sicilia Antiq. I. i. p. 60—76.), who had diligently 
ftudied the ancients, and furveyed with a curious eye the adlual 
face of the country- 
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was daunted by the terrors of a new element % 
and the whole defign was defeated by the fx-ema- 
ture death of Alaric, which fixed, after a fliort 
illnefs, the fatal term of Ms conquefts. The fe- 
rocious charafter of the Barbarians was difplayed 
in the funeral of a hero, whofe valour, and for- 
tune, they celebrated with mournful applaufe. 
By the labour of a captive multitude, they for- 
cibly diverted the courfe of the Bufentinus, a 
fmall river that waflies the walls of Confentia. 
The royal fepulchre, adorned with the fplendid' 
fpoils, and trophies, of Rome, was conftrufted 
in the vacant bed ; the waters were then reftor- 
ed to their natural channel ; and the fecret fpot, 
where the remains of Alaric had been depofited^ 
was for ever concealed by the inhuman maffacre 
— ^ of the prifoners, who had been employed to exe- 
cute the woik (128). 
AdolpViui The perfonal animofities, and hereditary feuds, 
^^sof^jj^of the Barbarians, were fufpended by the ftrong 
ciudcl'^r "neceffity of their affairs ; and the brave Adolphus, 
peace with the brother-in-law of the deceafed monarch, was 
inrSl^'^a^in^oufly eleaed to fucceed to his throne. 
es into Thc charafter and political fyftem of the new 

a!d 4.1a ^"^^ ^^ ^^^ ^°*^' "^^y ^ ^^ underftood from 
•* 'his own converfation with an illuftrious ci- 
tizen of Narbonnc ; who afterwards, in a pilgri- 
mage to the Holy Land, related it to St. Jerom, 
in the prefence of the hiftorian Orofius. " In the 
" full confidence of valour and victory, I once 
" afpired (faid Adolphus) to change the face cf 
*• the univerfe ; to obliterate the name of Rome; 
** to eredt on its ruins the dominion of the Goths | 
♦* and to acquire, like Auguftus, the immortal 

•' fame 

(laS) Jornindw, de Rcb. GcU c. |0. p. 554, 
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^ feme x£ the £>under -cif a new empire. By 
** repeated ^xperitjaen^ J was gradually conviif- 
^' ccd, that iaws are eflcatially necei&ry to me'uv- 
^ tain and negulate a weU-<:ondtttuted ft*te ; «mcl 
f * that Ae fierce uiiftra«ad>le liumour di tlie Gottiss 
^' was incapable of bearing the Cakitary y-oke <^f 
^ iaws, and cmk government. Fi-om that mo- 
** naent i propofed to myfdf a difib^^t objetl of 
*^ glory and ambition i and it is now fliy h«cere 
'*' wilh, that thc^gratitodeiof fatui^e ages Should 
** acknowledge the merit of a ftrangcr, who erft- 
•" ployed the /fword of theXjoirbs, not to fmbyert, 
'^' but to reftorca»d maintain thcprofperity of ihe 
-^^ Roman erapii^e (i ^9).** Wi^lh tbcfe padfic 
views, tiie fiaccefibrctf Aiaric fufpended tlieope- 
^rations of war ; and ierioufly negociaifed with the 
Imperial court a «¥oafty * of friendftrip 'and alii- 
ancc. It was the ^intereft rf the minifters of 'Ho- 
itiorius, whowoyenow ^leafed lfiw)mithe oblige- 
-tiotn of their extrasagaat ©ath, to defiv^er Jtafy 
-from the intdlemble^iveight 0f the ^Gofhic pow- 
ders ^ asnd they wadily accepted their ferrice 
^gainft tbeitymnts and Barbarians, xwho kfefted ' 
.t& pro vinces beyond the Alps ( I ^). Addlphw, 
jrffiiqiing die dharacSt^ e€ a Roin»n general, di- 
-reded his-imrchirom the -exlr€!«riy<)f Campania 
Vol. V^ - X to. 



(129) Orofius, 1. vii. c. 43. p. 5841 S^S* He was fcnt bv 
:'St..Aiiguftin, in the year 415, from Africa to Paleftine, to viht 
St. Jerom, and to confult with him on tlie fubjed of the Pelagian 
controverfy, 

(150) Jornandes fuppofes, without much probabih'ty, that 

#Vdc^^ue<virued«n4 'fdundered lUlne a'<lecond4iine.(ni^ye lo- 

* -vtlftehriim ■et'afit) . Y^ he agrees witli On)fiu8 ' in « fuppofin^, that 

' a •iveaity-^f fieace was eone)o4ed bdtween • vhe « GotlHC^ prinee and 

'JHww'im. iSee'Oref. J. viir c. 43. f^fl/^^S' fornandcs de 

Rcb. Geticisy-c. -31. ^,*6f^ '4'^$. 
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f 6 the fouthern provinces of Gaul. His troops; 
cither by force or agreement, immediately oc- 
cupied ifhe cities of Narbonne, Thouloufe, and 
Bourdeaux ; and though they were repulfed by 
Count Boniface from the walls of Marfeilles, they 
foon extended their quarters from the Mediterra- 
nean to the Ocean. The opprcfTed provincials 
might exclaim, that the mifcrable remnant^ 
which the enemy had fpared, was cruelly ra- 
yiflied by their pretended allies ; yet fomc 
fpecious colours were not wanting to palliate, 
or juftify, the violence of the Goths. The ci» 

, tics of Gaul, which they -attacked, might per- 
haps be confidered as in a ftate of rebellion 
againft the government of Honorius : the ar- 
ticles of the treaty, or the fecret inftrudtions 
of the court, might fomctimes be alleged m 
favour of the feeming ufurpations of Adol- 
phus; and tlie guilt of any irregular, unfuc- 
cefsful, ad of hqftility, might always be im- 

.puted, with an appearance of truth, to the un- 
governable fpirit 01 a Barbarian hoft, impatient 
ofj peace or difcipline; The luxury of Italy 
had been lefs. effeftuaJ to foften the temper, 
than to relax the courage, of the Goths ; and 
they had imbibed the vices, without imitat- 
ing the arts and ijiftitutions, of civilifed fo* 
ciety(i3ij. 

The 



(J3i) The retreat ofrthe Gotlit from Italy, and their hrft 
traiUaAions in Gaul, art dark and doubtful. 1 have derived 
much adlftance frpin Ma/cou (Hift. of the ancient Germant, 1* 
viit. c. 29, 35i 56, 37.)«. ^ho ha$ illuftrated» and cbnneAedt 
the broken chronicles and fragments of the time^. 
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The profeflions of Adolphus were probably His marri- 
fincere, and his attachment to the caule of the^i^Jj!,*! 
republic was fecured by the afcendant which a. D. 414. 
a Roman princefs had acquired over the 
heart and underftanding of the Barbarian 
king. Placidia (132), the daughter of the 
great Theodofius, and of Galla, his fecohd 
wife, had received a royal education in the pa- 
lace of Conftantinople ; but the eventful ftory 
of her life is connedted with the revolutions 
which agitated the Weftern empire under the 
reign of her brother Honorius. When Rome 
was firft invefted by the arms of Alaric, Pla- 
cidia, who was then about twenty years of age, 
refided in the city ; and her ready confent 
to the death of her coufm Serena, has a cruel 
and ungrateful appearance, which, according 
to the circumftances of the adtion, may be 
aggravated, or excufed, by the confideration of 
her tender age (133). The viftorious Barbari- 
ans detained, either as a hoftage or a cap- 
tive (134), the filler of Honorius; but, while 
file was expofed to the difgrace of following 
round Italy the' motions of ai Gothic camp, 
fhe experienced, however, a decent and re- 
• fpedlful treatment. The authority of Jornan- 
des, who praifes the beauty of Placidia, may 
perhaps be counter-balanced by the filence^ 
the expreflive filence, of her 'flatterers: yet the 
X 2 fplendour 

'(^31) See an account of Placidia in Ducang*?, Fam. Byzant. 
p. 72,i and Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, torn. v. p. a6o« 
%%$^ &c. torn. vi. p. 240. 
(153)" Zofim. I. V. p. 350. 

(134) Zofinn. I. vi. p. 383. Oroiius (l.vii. c. 40. p. 57^)* 
and the Chronicles of Marcellinus and Idatius, Teem to fnppofe, 
that the Goths did not carry away Placidia till after the iaft iiege 
of Rome, 
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t^lcnddur of her birth, the bloorri of yduth, 
ihe elegance of manners, and the dexterous 
infinuatibn which fhe condefcerided to eni- 
ploy, made a deep , impreflion on the mind of 
Adolphiis ; and the Gothic king afpired to call 
himfetf the brother of the emperor. The 
minifte/s of Honor ius rejefted with difdain the 
propofal of ah alliance, (6 injurious to fevery 
fentiment of Roman pride ; and repeatedly 
urged the reftltutioh of Placidia, as an indif- 
jpenfable condition of the treaty of peace. But 
the daughter of Theodofius Uibmitted, without 
fe'ludahce, to the defires of the conqueror, a 
young and vaUane prince, who yielded to Ala- 
'ric in loftjnefs of ftaiure, but who eixcelled in 
the more attrafllve qualities ,"of grace and 
teauty . The mjirriage of Adolphiis and Pla- 
cidia 035) was confummajteci before the Goths 
'retired from Italy ; arid the telerhn, perhaps 
^thc anniverfar)', day of their nuptial's was af- 
^terwards celebrated in the houfe of Ifngenuiis^ 
iiiie bf thfe mofi: illiirtrioiis citizehs of Nar- 
%Driiie in Gaul. I'He bride, kt tired arid adorn- 
ed like a Roman emprefs, was placed, on a 
tljrorie^of ftate ^ and the king of the Goth's, 
^\vho alTurrtcd, on 'fliis occafion, the Roman ha- 
'feit, contented Kirrifeif with a lefs hbhbufable 
feat by tier fide. The hliptial gift, which, 

according 

(135) See the piftures of Adolphus and Placidia, and the ac- 
^fpun^of their wvarq^e ^ Jqrnandes,, <k^Reb. GeticW, c. 31: p. 
J^M^^iSi* .,^th i;j^^rd tQ the^pface wh9^e (he auptw 

pulated, " .-t - . .i-^/r^T. r * 

vary 1 




J Livji aud^F ^, _ ^^,, . , ,,. ,^- ^ ..., ,,^ „ .„_.._. ..,^ 

jl^o'tl^icTiitffifian with, ply i;^piodoruy ((*^c Mafcou, 1. viii. c. 365) * 
'but^Tj^f^lP^Of^rovvs^Ppevifh^ and (wgaVs, that if js.^npt worth 
VluJc'io try to conciliate Joinh'ndesWth any gooi authors. 



^cording to the cuftom of his nation (136)^ 
^as offered to Placidia, cpnfifted of the fare 
and magnificent fpoilVof her country. Fifty 
jfi^iftiful youths, in filken fobes, carried a ba- 
ton in e^ch liandj and one of tfiefe b^Tons 
y(^^ filled ^ijth pjeces of gold^ the other 
with pfqcious ftqne^ of an ineftimable value. 
Attalu^, fo longtime fport'of fortune, arid of tjie 
poths, V?i5 ^PPPintecj tp ' lead ilje cKoriis ' of 
the Jiypien^s^lfpng i and the degraded' ^riip^^ 
for fnight ffpire to the praife"^9t a Ikirful 
nijufici^n. ^h^ Barbarians enjoyed the 'intoT 
knee oif thpir triumph •, and the provincials 
fejoiced in this alliance, which tenlpe'red, by 
fhe mild influence qi love and reafon,'the 
fierce fpirit of their Gothic lord (1 37). 

The hundred bafons of gold and gems, The Go- 
prejtent.ed tp Pla^cidia at her nUptial feaft, rofm-)^)^,*'^*' 
ed ah inconfid,erablp portion of the Gothic 
treafures; pf which fome e^ctr^ordinary fpecj- 
mens fp^y )be feledted from the hiftory of tl^e. 
JTucc^ois ojf Adolphus. Many curio,u$ and 
jcoftly ornaments of pure gold, enriched vvljtli 
jewels, w<sr^ foi^i]Ld in their palace of Nar- 

bonne, 

(13,^) The Vifigoths (the fubjeas of Adolphus) reftrained, by 
/ubfcquent Jaws, the prodigality •£ conjugal love. It was illegal 
for a hulband to make any gift or fetileineni for thrbenefit of his 
)vife during t{»c iiift year of th< i ju... m>^,^ , -i-^ i-- : . crality 
jcoi\ld not ^t any ^ii^e exceed the unth part ot his proper; y. The 
L6n[vbar^i were roiDew[ia.t more in^Jv^^^^* }^^^Y ^^^'^^^-^ ^.^e 
Jif^rg/ngca^ immeil^sitefy 'af^er' the wfcttding ni|;ht j and (liis fa- 
jjnf^\}p git'tf t|ie reward of virginity, ^'£^,^ .^^'.'^^ *^^ touitlV part 
of ;he ^lyl^and's luh^^nce. Some caatious maidi^nsj indtredj were 
wife enough to ft ipiilatc before- ban tf a ptetcnC which tliev were 
^tqofgre.vf not deferving. Se^ MQi>Ttn;|^W< KfpHt deb Loix, I, 
j^i'x. c.^5. ^\iratori, delle y^nttciuui Iiulianc, loin, I Diner- 
^tji^jqoiiK^. p. 243. 

(''37)' J}^*J.<^we the curious detail of this nuptial feaft to the hif* 
JU>riiy» iQlym'piod^oius/ ap/Ph6tium> p. 185. i8«. 
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bonne, when it was pillaged, in the fixth cen- 
tury, by the Franks : fixty cups, or chalices ^ 
fifteen patens^ or plates, for the ufe of the com- 
munion ; twenty boxes, or cafes, to hold the 
books of the gofpels •, this confecrated >yealth (138) 
was diftributed by the fon of Clovis among 
the churches of his dominions, and his pious 
liberality feems to upbraid fome former facri- 
lege of the Goths. They poffeffed, with more 
fecurity of confcience, the famous mifforiumj 
or great difli for the fervice of the table, of ' 
mafly gold, of the weight of five hundred 
pounds, and of fer fuperior value, from the 
precious ftones, the exquifite workmanfliip, 
and the tradition, that it had been prefented 
by iEtius the patrician, to Torifmond king of 
the Goths. One of the fucceffors of Torif- 
mond purchafed the aid of the French mo- 
narch by the prom ifc of this magnificent gift. 
When he was feated on the throne of Spain, 
he delivered it with reludlance to the ambafla- 
dors of Dagobert ; defpoiled them on the road ; 
ftipulated, after a long negociation, the inade- 
quate ranfom of two hundred thoufand pieces of 
gold ; and preferved the mijjorium^ as the pride 
of the Gothic treafury (139J. When that trea- 

fury^ 

(138) Sec in the great cotleftion of the hiftorians of France by 
Dom Bouquet, torn. ii. Greg. Turonenf. f. iii. c. lo. p. 191. 
Gefta Regum Francorum, c. 43, p. 557. The anonymous writer, 
with an ignorance worthy of his times, fuppofes that thefc in- 
ftiuments of Chriftian worfliip had belonged to the temple of So- 
lomon. If he has any meaning, it muft be, that they wcrc- 
found in the fack of Rome. 

(139) Confult the following original teftimonies inthcHifto* 
rians of France, torn. ii. Frcdegarii Scholaftici Chron. c. 73. p. 
441. Fiedegar. Fragment, iii. p. 463. Gefta Regis Dagobe«. c. 
29. p. 587* The accedion of Sifennncl to the throne of Spain 

happened 
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fiiry, after the conqueft of Spain, was plundered 
by the Arabs, they admired, and they have 
celebrated, another objeft ftill more remarkable ; 
a table of confiderable fize, of one fingle piece 
of folid emerald (140), encircled with three rows 
of fine pearls, fupported by three hundred and 
fixty-five feet of gems and mafly gold, and ef- 
timated at the price of five hundred thoufand 
pieces of gold (141). Some portion of the 
Gothic treafures might be the gift of friend- 
(hip, or tlie tribute of obedience : but the far 
greater part, had been the fruits of war and ra- 
pine, the fpoils of the empire, and perhaps of 
Rome. 

After the deliverance of Italy from the op- Laws for 
prellion of the Goths, fome fecret counfellor was^^'y^^'^d^^ 
permitted, amidft the fadions of the palace, tORomc^ 
heal the wounds of that afflidted country (142). A. d\iq 
By a wife and humane regulation, the eight- '^'^* 
provinces which had been the moft deeply in-' 
^ured, Campania^ Tufgany, Picenum, Sam* 

nium, 

bappencd A. D. 631. The aoo,ooo pieces of gold were appro- 
priated by Dagobert to the fouadation of the church of St. De« 
nys. 

(140) The prefident Goguet (Orlgine des Loix, Sec, torn, ii, 
p. 139*) is of opinion, that the ftupendous pieces of emerald, 
the ftatues and columns, which antiquity has placed in Egypt, 
at Gades, at Conftantinopic, were in reality artiScial compofi- 
tions of cologred glafs. . The famous emerald difh, which is 
0iewn at Genoa, is luppufed to conutenance the fulpicion, 

(141) Elmacin. Hift. Saracenica, 1. i. p. 85. Roderic. Tolet, 
Hirt. Arab. c. 9. Cardonne, Hift. de TAfriqiie et de rEfpagne 
fous Ics Arabes, torn. i. p. 83. It was called the Table of 
Solomon, according to the cuftom of the Oiienials, who afcrihc 
to that prince every ancient work, of knowledge or magnifi- 
cence. 

(14a) His three laws are inferted ip the Theodofian Code, I. xi. 
tit, xxviii. leg. 7. L. xiii^ tit. xi. leg. 12. L. xv. tit. xvi. leg. 
14. The expreflions of the laft are very remarkable j fince they 
jcontain not only a pardoDi but an apology. 
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itiunl^ Apulia, C^I^bria^ Bruttium, and Luca«- 
nia« obtained an indulgtace of five years : the 
ordinary tribute was reduced to one fifth, and 
even that fifth was deftincd to reftore, and fup^ 
port the ufeful inftitution of the public pofts- 
By another law, the lands, which had been left 
without inhabitants or cultivation, were granted,^ 
^ith fome diminution of taxes, to the neigh- 
bours who fliould occupy, or the ftrarigers who 
fllould folicit them ;. and the new poffeffors were 
fecured againft the future claims of Ae fugitive 
proprietors. About^ the fame time,- a general 
amnefty was publiflied in the name of Hono- 
rius, to abolifli the guilt and memory of ail the 
snvelufHary offences, which had been committed 
by his unhappy fubjefts, during the term of the 
public difordcr and csdamity. A decent and 
refpedful attention was paid to the reftorafion 
-oi the capital; the citizens ^were encouraged to 
rebuild the edifices which had been delftroyed or 
damaged by hoflile fire ; and extraordinary fup- 
plies of corn were imported from the coaft of 
Africa. The crowds that fo lately fled before 
the fword of the Bairbar tans, were foon recalled 
by the hopes of plenty and pleafure ; and Albi* 
jius, pr^efed of Rorae^ informed the court, with 
ibme anxiety and furprife ; that, in a fingleday^ 
he hSid taken aii account of the arrival of four- 
teen thousand ftrangers( 143). In fefs than fcr 
yen years^ the veftiges of the Gothic invafion 

were • 

* (i43!i 9^y^l^'0^9»""S ap. "Phot. p. 188. Philoftorgios (l.xiu- 
c. 5.) 6brerve's> that when Honorius made his triumphal entryj 
he encouraged the Romans, with his hand and voice (^j^, jca^ 
V^*^^^)» to rebuild their city 5 and the Chronicle of Piofpc?* 
cowhicP'fs Heracllan, qui in ^Roaianae urbis r^waiioaem ttienu- 
Am exhibuerat miniiteiium. 
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XTcre almoft obliterated •, and the city appeared 
to rcfume its former fpleiidour and tranquillity. 
Tlie venerable matron replaced her crown of 
laurel, which had been ruffled by the ftorms of 
war; and was ftill amufed, in the laft moment 
of her decay, with the prophecies of revenge, 
of vi<3:ory, and of eternal dominion (144): 

This apparent tranquillity was foon difturbed Revolt and 
by the approach of an holViie arnument* from^^J^^^^^^^^ 
the cbuntry which afforded the daily fubfiftenee count of ' 
of the Roman people. Heraclian, count of^^'Jf"* 
Africa, who, under the moft difficult and dif-r ' '^^^'. 
trefsful circumftances, had fupported, with aftive 
loyalty, the caufc of Honorius, was tempted^ 
in the year of his confulfhip, to aflftime the cha- 
raftqr of a rebci, and tne title of emperor. 
The ports of Africa were immediately filled ^ 
with the naval forces, at the ,head of which he 
prepared to invaxie Italy : and his fleet, when it 
caft anchor at the mouth of the Tyber, indeed 
furpaffed the fleets of XerKes and AleKander, if 
ail the veffieis, including the royal galfey, and 
the fmalicft boat, did aftually a^mount to the in- 
credible number of three thoufand two hun- 
clred (145). Yet with fuch an armament, which , 

might" 

<i44) The^9t9 ^ the voy^fi^ 0i C\»\»f^m Rutiiius Kumati- 
AAvs, is clogiged (witb iome diij^Ciiki^ { HxjUt.^c^ligar has deduce^ 
from a^otno^ical phaca^ers, %\\^t he lei't Rome the 24th oJF 
September, and embarked at Porto the 9th pi Qdi<^\x\-, A. D. 
D.16. See T4Uenftont, Hi(^. de& ^tn^ipwri, rtom. v. p. ^20. 
In ihU poetical itinerary^ KptiUue (K i. A a 5, &€.) addrcflet 
Rome in a high drain of <:ongi;»tulation ; 

^'% ^ <^rinales lauroa, .Tenriuf^if^ue/gcrfliti 

Verticis in viridies Roina recinge qmiw^, .^c. 

(145) Orofius compofed his hiftory in Africa, only two yeMi 
lifter the event ; yet his authority fkfi.m$ lo rbe .ovcrbaslaiioed by 
^e iaH{Nrabability pf jth( f«d. T^f iQhnDmck «f MarceWnCi* 
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might have fubvcrted, or reftored, the greatcft 
empires of the earth, the African ufurper made 
ft very faint and feeble imprelfion on the pro- 
vinces of his rival. As he marched from the 
port, along the road which leads to the gates of 
Rome, he was encountered, terrified, and routed^ 
by one of the Imperial captains ; and the lord of 
this mighty hoft, deferring his fortune and his 
friends, ignominioufly fled with a fmgle 
fliip(i46). When Heraclian landed in thehir-^ 
bour of Carthage, he found diat the whote 
Province, difdaining fuch an unworthy ruler, 
lad returned to their allegiance. The rebel was 
>eheaded in the ancient temple of Memory 5 
lis confulfliip was aboliftied(i47)-, and the re-^ 
m^ns of his private fortune, not exceeding the 
moderate fum of four thoufand pounds of gold» 
were granted to the brave Conftanrius, who had 
already defended the throne, which he afterwards 
(hared with his feeble fovereign. Honorius 
viewed, with fupine indifference, the calamities 
of Rome and Italy (148); but the rebellious 
attempts of Attalus and Heraplian, againft his 

perfonaj 

gives Heraclian ^oo ihip8» and 3000 men ; the latter of thefo 
numbers is ridiculoudy corrupt 3 but the former would pleaie me 
very much. 

(146) The Chronicle, of Idatius affirms, without the leaft ap- 
pearance of truths that he advanced as far as Otriculum, in Uro- 
bria» where he was overthrown in a great battle^ with the lofs of 
fifty thoufand men. 

(147) See Cod. Theod. 1. xv. tit. xiv. Iccf. 13. The legal 
a&s performed in bis name, even the manumi^on of ilaves* were 
declared invah'd, till they had been formerly repeated. 

(148) I have difdained to mention a very foolilh, and proba- 
\)ly a falfe report (Procop. de Bell. Vandal. L i. c. x.)* that Ho- 
norius was alarmed by the lofs of Rome, till he underftood that 
it was not a favourite chicken of that name, but only the capit<^I 
of the world| which had been loft. Yet even this i^ory is fome 
evidence of the public opinion. 
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pcrfonal fafety, awakened, for a moment, the 
torpid ijiftinft of his nature. He was probably 
ignorant of the caufes and events which pre- 
ferred him from thefe impending dangers ; and 
as Italy was no longer invaded by any foreign or 
domeftic enemies, he peaceably exiftcd in the 
palace of Ravenna, while .the tyrants beyond 
the Alps were repeatedly vanquiftied in the name, 
and by the lieutenants, of the fon of Theodo- 
fms (149). In the courfe of a bufy and intereft- 
ing narrative, I might poflibly forget to mention 
the death of fuch a prince : and I (hall therefore 
take the precaution of obferving, in this place, 
that he furvived the laft fiege of Rome about 
thirteen years. 

The ufurpation of Conftantine, who re-R^vofa- 
ceived the purple from the legions of Bri-Q°"y,''jf^ 
tain, had been fuccefsful; and feemed to bespain, 
fecure. His title was acknowledged, from the^-^;^f 
wall of Antoninus to the columns of Hercules .^~^*** 
and, in the midft of the public diforder, he 
iliared the dominion, and the plunder, of Gaul 
and Spain, with the tribes of Barbarians, whofe 
deftruftive progrefs was no longer checked by 
the Rhine or Pyrenees. Stained with the blood 
of the kinfmen of Honorius, he extorted, from 
the court of Ravenna, with which he fecretly 

cor- 

(149.) The materials for the lives of all thefc tyrants are taken 
from iix contemporaries hiftorians, two Latins and four Greeks $ 
Orofius, i. vii. c. 42. p. 581, 582, 583.; Renatus Profutuius 
l^rigeridus, apud Gregor. Turon. 1. li. c. 9. in the hiftorians of 
France, torn, ii, p. 1^5, 166. Zoiimus, 1. vi. p. 370, 371. 
Qiympiodorus, apud Phot. p. 180, 181. 184, 185. Sozomcn, 
1. ix. c. 12, 13, 14, 15.; and Philoftorgius, I. xii. c. 5,6., 
with Godefroy's Differtations, p. 477— 481.; befides the four 
Chronicles of Profper Tyro, Profpcr of Aquitain, Idatius, and 
Marcellinus. 
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eorre(\x>nded, the ratification of his rehcUiouf 
claims. Conftantine engaged himCblfy by a for 
Jcmn f>romife, to deliver Italy from the Gpthj^; 
advanced as far as the banks of the Pq*, and afr 
ter alarming, rather than afBi^ng, his puiiUanir 
mous ally, haftily returned ^a the p^laciB pf 
Aries, to celebrate, with intemperate luxury, 
his vain and oilentatioys triumph. But this 
tranfient profperity was foon interrupted and 
dettroyed by the revolt of count Qerontius, the 
braveft of his generals -, who, during the abfenpe 
©f his fon Conftans, a prince already iiiv^ed 
with the Imperial purple, had been left to. cmir 
mand in the proviiiceis of Spain. For (pm^ xmr 
fon, of which we are ignorant, Gerojitius, in- 
ilead of aiTuming the diadem, placed it .on the 
head of his friend Maximus, WjiQ fixed bis 
refidenee at Tarragopa, while the a£tiv.e qmnt 
' preffed forwards, through the Pyren^eSj to furr 
- prife the two emperors, Gonftaiitine and Can- 
ilans, before they could prepare for their dcr 
fence. The fon was made prifoner at Vienna^ 
and immediately put to death j and the unfor? 
tMnate youth had fcarcely leifure to deplore the 
elevation of his family ; which had tenjpted, or 
compelled him, facrilegioufly to defert the 
peaceful obfcuriity xjf tlje monaftic lif/s. 'Xh^ 
father maintained a fiege within the walls of 
Aries ; but thofe walls muft have yielded to the 
nflailants, had not the city been unexpe^lyacjly 
relievecj by the approach of an itaUaii army. 
The name of Jionprias, the piiqclamation of "^ 
lawful emperor, aftonilhed the contending par- 
ties of the rebels. (Je^optiu?, abandoned by his 
own troops, efcaped -to the confines ojr Spaing 
and refcued bis name from oblivion, by the 

' Roman 



Rbmin courage which ajipeated to ahiiriate the 
laft moments 6F his life* In the iniadte of the 
-night, a great bddy of his perfidious (bWi^rs 
furrounded, and attacked hiis hcitfe, which he 
?iad llronyy barricaded. His wife, a valiant 
friend bf the nation of the Alani, ahd fome 
faithful %ves, wcre.ftill^tmdied to his perfon; 
knd he ufed, with To niUch (kill and refoluti<wiy 
k larj^ hiagdziife yf^ darts and arrows, that 
above threfe huncired dF the. Allailants loll thfcir 
lives in the Wttempt. His flaves, when all the 
feiifile ^eappris were fpeht,/<led at the dawn of 
*<}ay ; and Gei-dntius, if Tie had hot been re- 
4lraine^ by conjugal t^ndemefe, might have 
imitated their example; till the foldiers, pro- 
Voked by fuch obftinate 'refiftahce, applied foe 
on ail fidds to the houfe. In this fatal extre- 
mity, he compiled with the requell of his Bar- 
'barian friend, and cut off his head. The wife 
of GeVontills, who conjured him not to abahden 
'her to a life of itiifery and dilgrace, -eagerly 
prefented her hccSc to Hs fword ; and the tragic 
fcehe was terminated by the death of the count 
'Hmfelf, ^o, after three ineffeftual •''dlrok^s, 
*drerw *a fliort dagger and flieathed it in »his • 
heart ( 1 50). The unprotedled Maxirniis, whom 
he had ihveft^d virith the purple, was indebted 
fprliis 'life to the contempt that was ehtfertain^ 
bf hispdw'dr and abilities. Thie caprice ^f the 
'pscrbsc^r\Sy who ravaged Sj!>ain, onec inere 
^ftitcd^this Imperial phantom on the throne : but 

they 

. (150) The ppiiies whrdi Sozomtn has 'beRowed on th'Is'aJSl of 
idcipair, app^r ftrangc and fcandalbiis in the mbut'b of an^c- 
^<lchaftrx:al hiftorian. He obfcrvcs (p. 379), that the wife' of 
Geiontius was 2l Cbrlffiak '^ arid that Her tieaih was worthy ©f 
her religion, and of iminortal fame. 
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they foon refigned him to the juilice of Hono- 
rius; and the tyrant Maximus, after he had 
been (hewn to the people of Ravenna and Rome, 
was publicly executed. 
»i!d "^la^- "^^^ general, Conftantius was his name, who 
rici of the taifed by his approach the fiege of Aries, and 
general diffipated the troops of Gerontius, was bora a 
Conftan- j^Q^ian: and this remarkable diftinftion is 
ttrongly expreflive of the decay of military fpi- 
lit among the fubjeds of the empire. The 
ftrength and majefty which were confpicuous in 
the perfon of that general (151), marked him. 
In the popular opinion, as a candidate worthy 
of the throne, which he afterwards afcended. 
in the familiar intercourfe of private life, his 
manners were cheerful and engaging : nor would 
he fometimes difdain, in the licence' of convivial 
mirth, to vie with the pantomimes themfelves, 
in the exercifes of their ridiculous profeffion. 
But when the trumpet fummoned him to 
arms ; when he mounted his horfe, and, 
bending down (for fuch was his fmgular prac- 
tice) almoft upon the neck, fiercely rolled his 
large animated eyes round the field, Conftan- 
tius then ftruck terror into his foes, and in- 
fpired his foldiers with the aflurance of vic- 
tory. He had received from the court of 
Ravenna the important commiffion of extir- 
. pating rebellion in the provinces of the Weft ^ 
and the pretended emperor Conftantine, after 

enjoying 

(i$i) E»Jo? »Jio»Tf;p«mS^f, IS the expreflion of Olympiodo* 

rusy which he feems to hiive borrowed from JEolus a tragedy of 

Euiipidesy of which fome fragments only are now extant (EurU 

■ pid. Barnes, torn. ii. p. 443. ver. 38.). This ailufion may prove, 

. that the ancient tragic poets were ftili familiar to the Greeks of 

the fifth centur • 
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enjoying a (hort and anxious refjnte, was again 
befieged in his capital by the arms of a 
more formidable enemy. Yet this inter- 
val allowed time for a fuccefsful negoci- 
ation with the Franks and Alemanni-, and his 
arabal&dor, Edobic, foon returned, at the head 
of an army, to difturb the operations of the 
fiege of Aries. The Roman general, inftead of 
expeding the attack in his lines, , boldly, and 
perhaps wifely, refolved to pafs the Rh6ne, 
and to meet the Barbarians. His meafures 
werej conduced with fo much Ikill and fecrecy^ 
that, while they engaged the infantry of Con - 
ftantius in the front, they were fuddenly at- 
tacked, furrounded, and deftroyed by the 
cavalry of his lieutenant Ulphilas, who had 
lilently gained an advantageous poll in their 
rear. The remains of the army of Edobic 
were preferved by flight or fubmiflion, and 
their leader efcaped from the field of battle to . 
^ the houfe of a faithlefs friend ; who too clearly 
underftood, that the head of his obnoxious gueft 
would be an acceptible and lucrative prefent for 
the Imperial general. On this occafion. Con- 
ftantius behaved with the magnanimity of a 
genuine Roman. Subduing, or fupprefling, 
every fentiment of jealoufy, he publicly ac- 
knowledged the merit and fervices of tJIphi- 
las: but he turned with horror from theaflaffin 
of Edobic ; and fternly intimated his commands, 
that the camp fhould no longer be polluted 
by the prefence of an ungrateful wretch, who had 
violated the laws of friendship and hofpitality. 
The ufurper, who beheld, trom the walls of 
Aries, the ruin of his laft hopes, was tempted to 

place 
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pbcs feme confidence in ft> generous a cdn^ 

iqueior^ He required a fDletnti proimfe fyc 

iuB ifecority •, a«id after irceitiiig, by the im- 

ffiiiitiafi dF hands, the (acred cha»m£ter of sl 

CSiinAiftn iPsefbyter, J2ie ventured to open die 

{gat^s df the city. But^ he (ban eiqteiicDced^ 

that the prindples cf honour and iate^ity, 

wfakh might reguiate the ordinary conduct of 

"Cbnftamnii^, were fiq|:>erfeded by the loofe doc^ 

j^ ^^ trines of poltidcal tncirtlity. The Roaian ge- 

the lifu^r^^al^ Indedl, refafed to luU}^ his iauiels nath 

conftan- the blobd of CDnlfantinc.; biit the abdhatod 

JJJ'^P^j, emj^eror, «nd^ his tfou Juihtn, "werefent under 

November'^ ftr<mg gu^ ^nto Italy; taml before itbey 

»*• Tdachred iftie palaoe df Ravenna, uhey met the 

miriifterB of death. , 

Fall of the At ^ tiOTe whcti dt was imlvBrfelly con- 

nforpers, icfflfeJ^ that slmoft cvery man in the empiire 

scbiftian ^^^ 6>p^*iKnr fei perfotftl mefit to the prinocs 

and At^"' ivhdiii tlUs aocifleut cf thdr birfcfa bad feated 

talus, on the crhfcne) a na^pid fiM^ceffion of lufiirpers, 

^;^,^;'^".rdga«itefe df tht f^e of their iKedccdBore, 

iUU eowfinoed tx> ftrife. This mifobief ^as 

-poc^iliady jfelt in. thfe provinces of Spam :and 

•Gaol, fvfagm the primjiples 'of order and .tfce- 

^idtmioe tod been leKtingwiKhed by war ^and re- 

-belli^h. Bftfoire Conftwitine ref^ed the pur- 

-plei, iini ift xhe ifbonh .wcmth of the fiege of 

.At^ ifttfitRgenofe ^as received iin the "Impe- 

.%ial eii»|)) 'thstt 'jMims ihad r^iasned 'the dia- 

4uwi ^t MOttXsL, iti rtbe Upper XSermaiiy, -^t 

^^cktftiga^toft^f^Qwt, kiwg i>f7theAJani, and 

xf Gm^Y&B^ fciug'^f thie Bafigundi^iis; ahd 

thit itlhe ^iMftdtte^ am whcmi tliey had be- 

Jtdwed 
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flowed the empire, advanced, with a formida- 
ble hoft of Barbarians, from the banks of the 
Rhine to thofe of the Rhone. Every cir- 
cumftance is dark and extraordinary in the 
fliort hiftory of the reign of Jovinus. It was 
natural to expeft, that a brave and Ikilfiil ge- 
neral, at the head of a victorious army, would 
have aflerted, in a field of battle, the juftice of 
the caufe of Honorius. The hafty retreat of 
Conftantius might be juftified by weighty rea- 
fons ; but he refigned, without a Itruggle, the 
poffefiion of Gaul: and Dardanus, the Praeto- 
rian praefeft, is recorded as the only magif- 
trate, who refufed to yield obedience to the 
lafurper (152). When the Goths, two years 
after the fiegp of Rome, eftabliflied their quar- 
ters in Gaul, it was natural to fuppofe that 
their inclinations could be divided only be- 
tween the emperor Honorius, with whom they 
had formed a recent alliance, and the degraded 
Attalus, whom they referved in their camp for 
the occafional purpofe of adting the part of 
a mufician or a monarch. Yet in a moment 
of difguft (for which it is not eafy to affign a 
caufe, or a date), Adolphus connefted himfelf 
with the ufurper ;0f Gaul; and impofed on 
VoL.V. Y Attains, 



(15s) Sidonius ApolHnaris (1. v. epift. 9. p. 139. and Not» 
Sirmoniji. p. 58.), after ftigmatifing tbe inconfiancy of Conftan- 
tine, the 7^Vf/y of Jovinus, x!tkt perfidy oi Gerontius, continues 
toobferve, that all the vices of thefe tyrants were united in the 
perfon of Dardanus. Yet the praefe5l fupported a refpedlable 
chara^er in the world, and even in the church | held a devout 
correfpondence with St. Auguftin and.St. Jeiom ; and was com-* 
plimented by the latter (torn. iii. p. 66,) with the epithett of 
Chiiftianorum (Jobiliflime, and Nobilium Chriitianiinme. 
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Attalitt the ignominious tafk of negoctating the 
treaty, which ratified his own difgrace. We 
ftre again furprtfed to read^ that^ inllead of 
confiderine the Gothic alliance as the firmeil 
fupport ot his throne, Jovinus upbraided, in 
dflu:k and ambiguous language, the ofHcious 
Importunity of Attalusj that, fcorning the 
advice of his great ally, he invefted with the 
purple hts brother Sebaftian ^ and that he moll 
imprudently accepted the fervice of Sarus, 
when that gallant chief, the foldier of Ho- 
Horius, was provoked to defert the court of 
a prince, who knew not how to reward, or 
punifh. Adolphus, educated among a race of 
warriors, who efteemed the duty of revenge 
as the moft precious and facred portion of 
their inheritance, advanced with a body of 
ten thoufartd Goths to encounter the heredi- 
tary enemy of the houfe of Balti. He at- 
tacked Sarus at an unguarded moment, when 
he was accompanied only by eighteen or 
twenty of his valiant followers. United by 
friendlhip, animated by defpair, but at length 
opprefled by multitudes, this band of heroes 
<lelervcd the efteem^ without exciting the com- 
Jjaflion, of their enemieis; and the lion was no 
&oner taken in the toils (153), than he wa» 

inftantly 



Osi) The exprefiion may be wttdcrftood almoft literally 5 
Clyinpiodorus fkys, fcoXt^ o-cuaum t^uy^rto-av, Xaxxo^ (or aaxoq\ 
may fignify a faqk, or a loofe garment 5 and this method of en- 
tangling and catching^ an enemy, laciniis contortis, was muck 
pra^fed by the Hun* (Animian« xxxi. 2.). 11 fut pris vif avee 
des illett, is the trail flatioti of Tiliemont, Hi(l.* des Empereurs^ 
tt)m. ▼. p« ^o». 
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inftantly difpatched. The death of Sams dif* 
folved the loofe alliance which Adolphus ftill 
maintained with the ufurpers of Gaul. He 
again liftened to the dictates of love and pru* 
dencc; and foon fatisfied the brother of Pkr 
cidia, by the affurance that he would imme- 
diately tranfmit, to. the palace of Ravenna, 
the heads of the two tyrants, Jovinus and Se- 
baftian. The king of the Goths executed his 
promife without difficulty or delay: the help- 
lefs brothers, unfupported by any perfonal 
merit, were abandoned by their Barbarian 
auxiliaries; and the (hort oppofition of Va- 
lentia was expiated by the ruin of one of 
the nobleft cities of Gaul. The emperor^ 
chofeii by the Roman fenate, who had been 
promoted,- degraded, infulted, reftored, agaia 
degraded, and again infulted, was finally a- 
bandoncd to his fate: but when the Gothic 
king withdrew his protection, he was re- » 

ftramed, by pity or contempt, from offering 
any violence to the perfon of Attalus. The 
unfortunate Attalus, who was left withoirt 
fubjefts or allies^ embarked in one of the 
p6rts erf" Spain, in fearch of fome fecure and 
fblitary retreat: but he was intercepted at 
f^, coikludted to the prefence of Honorius, 
led in triumph thi'ough the ftrcets of Rome 
or Raven Aa, and publicly expofed to the gaz- 
ing multitude, on the fecoad fteo of the 
throne of his invincible conqueror. The fame 
meafure of punifliment, with which, in the 
days of his profperity, he waa accufed of rae^ 
nacing his rival, was inflidked on Attaka him*- 
felf: he was condemned, after theamputa- 
Y :j lion 
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, tidn of two fingers, to a perpetual exile in the 
ifle of Lipari, where he was fupplied with the 
decent neeeffaries of life- The reinainda: of 
the reign of Honorius was undifturbed by re- 
bellion; and it may be obferred, that, in the 
fpace of five years, feven ufurpers had yielded 
to the fortune of a prince, who was himfelf in-» 
capable either of counfel or of aftion. 
invafionof The fituation of Spain, feparated, on all 
Sp**" cvi ^^^^' ^^^^ *^^ enemies of Rome, by the fea. 
Vandals/ by tlic mountains, and by intermediate pro* 
Aiani, &c. vinces, had fecured the long tranquillity of that 
Q^^jj'^'J^^' remote and fequeftered country; and we may 
13, obferve, as a fure iymptom of domeftic hap- 

pinefs, that, in a period of four hundred 
years, Spain furniftied very few materials to 
the hiftory of the Roman empire. The foot- 
fteps of the Barbarians, who, in the reign of 
Gallienus^ had penetrated beyond the Pyrenees, 
were foon obliterated by the return of peace ^ 
and in the fourth century of the Chriftian aera, 
the cities of Emerita or Merida, of Corduba, Se* 
ville, Bracara, and Tarragona, were numbered 
with the moft illuftriouS of the Roman world* 
The various plenty of the animal, the ve- 
getable, and the mineral kingdoms, was im- 
proved and manufactured by the fkill of an 
induftrious people; and the peculiar advan- 
tages of naval ftores contributed to fupport 
an extenfive and profitable trade (i 54). ; The 

arta 



(r54) Without return ng to the more aneieiit writers, I 
■Ihaii quote three refpe£lable teftimonie^ which belong to the 
fourth and feventh centuries $ the £xpo0tio tothis Mundi (p. 
X6. in the third volume of Hudfon's Minor Geographers), 

Aufoflius 
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arts and fciences flouriflied under the pro* 
teftion of the emperors; and if the charadter 
of the Spaniards was enfeebled by peace and 
fervitude, the holtile approach of the Ger- 
mans, who had fpread terror and derolation 
from the Rhine to the Pyrenees, feemed tb 
rekindle fome fparks of military ardour. As 
long as the defence of the mountains was 
entrufted to the hardy and faithful militia of 
the country, they fuccefsfuUy repelled the fre- 
quent attempts of the Barbarians. But no 
fooner had the national troops been com- 
pelled to refign their poft to the Honorian 
bands, in the fervice of Conftantine ; than the 
gates of Spain were treacheroufly betrayed to 
the public enemy, about ten months before 
the fack of Rome by the Goths (155). The 
confcioufnefs of guilt, and the thirft of rapine,; 
prompted the mercenary guards of the Py- 
renees to defert their ftation; to invite the 
arms of the Suevi, the Vandals, and the Ala- 
ni ', and to fwell the torrent which was poured 
with irrefiftible violence from the frontiers of 
Gaul to the fea of Africa. The misfortunes of 
Spain may be defcribed in the language of its 
jnoft elo<juent hiftorian, whq has coi^cifely ex- 

prcflfed . 

Aufonius (de Claris Urbibus, p. 242. edit. Toll.)» an^ Ifidore 
•f Seville (Praifat. ad Chron. ap.Grotium, Hift.Goth. p. 707.)- 
Many particulars relative to the fjcrtility and trade qf Sipain, 
ipay be found in Nonnius, Hifpania Illuftrata, and in Huef, 
llift. du Commerce des Anciens, c. 4c. p. aaS— 234- 

OSS) The date is accurately fix^d in the Farfti, and the.Chro- 
nicle of Idatius, Orofius (I. vii. c. 4Q. p. 578.) imputes the 
Jofs of Spain to the treachery of the Honorians ; whilf Sozq- 
H^en (I. ix. c. 12.) accufes only their negligence. 
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preffed the paffionate, and perhaps exagge- 
rated, declamations of contemporary wri- 
ters (156). ** The irruption of thefe nations 
♦* was followed by the moft dreadful cala- 
** mities : as the Barbarians exercifed their in- 
*• difcriminate cruelty on the fortunes of the 
♦* Romans and the Spaniards; and ravaged 
*• with equal fury the cities and the open 
** country. The progrefs of famine reduced 
♦* the miferable inhabitants to feed on the 
^ flefti of their fellow-creatures ; and even the 
^* wild beafts, who multiplied, without con- 
t* troul, in the defert, were exafperated, by 
^ the tafte of blood, and the impatience of 
^^ hunger, boldly to attack and devour their 
** human prey. Peftilence foon appeared, 
^ the infeparable companion of famine; a 
** large proportion of the people was fwept 
•< away ; and the groans of the dying ex- 
** cited only the envy of their furviving 
** friends. At length the Barbarians, fatiated 
** with carnage and rapine, and afflidted by- 
** the contagious evils which they themfelves 
" had introduced, fixed their permanent feats 
♦* in the depopulated country. The ancient 
** Gallicia, whofe limits included the kingdom 
^ of Old Caftille, was divided between the 
^* Suevi and the Vandals ; the Alani were feat-? 
^* tered over the provinces of Carthagena and 
^ Lufitania, from the Mediterranean to the 
^ Atlantic Ocean ; and the fruitful territory 

*^ of 



(156) Idatius wifhes to apply the Propheciea of Daniel to theie 
national calamities i and is therefore obliged to accommodate the 
fjr9U(i^i|aDce« of ti^e ey^t ;o thf ternqs of the predi^ioA. 
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^ of Boetica wns ajlotted to the SiKngi, ano 
•' thcr branch of the Vandal ic nation. Af- 
** ter regulating this partition, the conquerors 
*' contratled with their new fubjofts fomc 
*^ reciprocal engagements of proteftion and 
** obedience : the lands were a^n cultivated j 
*' and the towns and villages were again occu- 
*' pied by a captive people. The greateft part 
*' of the Spaniards was even difpofed to 
*' prefer this new condition of poverty and 
*' barbarifm, to the fevere opprefllons of the 
** Roman government: yet there were many 
" who ftiil afferted their native freedom ; and 
** who refufed, more efpecidly in the moun- 
*' tains of Gallicia, to fubmit to the Barbarian 
^* yoke (157)." 

The important prefence of the heads of Jo-Adoiphns 
vinus and Sebaftian, had approved the friend-^^^ngof th* 
4hip of Adolphus, and reftored Gaui to tbe^^^|.hU 
obedience of his brother Honorius. ' Pcaceinto Spain, 
was incompatible with the fituation and tem-^-^*'*''^' 
per off the king of the Goths. He readily ac- 
cepted the propofal of turning his victorious 
arms againu the Barbarians of Spain : the 
troops of Conflantius intercepted his commu- 
nication with the fea-ports of Gaul, and 
gently prefled his march towards the Pyre-. 

nees: 



(157) Mananade Rebus Hifpaniciii l« v, c. x. torn. i. p. 14!. 
Hag. Comit. 1733. He had read^ in Orofiiu (L vii. c. 41. p, 
579.% that the Barbarians had turned their fwords into plough- 
Aares 5 and that many of the Provincials frefcrred, inter Bar- 
baros pauperem libertatem quam inter Romxnos tributarlam 
folicitudinim fuftinere* 
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nces(i58): he pafled the mountains, and fur- 
prifed, in the name of the emperor, the city of 
Barcelona. The fondncfs of Adolphus for his 
lloman bride, was not abated by time or poffefli- 
on ; and the birth of a fon, furnamed, from his 
illuftrious grandfire, Theodofius, appeared to fix 
him for ever in the intereft of the republic. 
The lofs of that infant, whofe remains were 
depofited in a filver coffin in one of the churches 
near Barcelona, afflided his parents ; but the 
grief of the Gothic king was fufpended by 
the labours of the field ; and the courfe of his 
viftories was foon interrupted by domeftic 
treafon. He had imprudently received into 
his fervice one of the followers of Sarus ; a 
Barbarian of a daring fpirit, but of a diminu- 
tive ftature ; whofe fecret defire of revenging 
the death of his beloved patron, was conti- 
nually irritated by the farcafms of his info- 
Hi« death, lent mafter. Adolphus was affaffinated in the 
Auguftl^' palace of Barcelona ; the laws of the fuccefiion 
were violated by a tumultuous faaion(i59); 
and a ftranger to the royal race, Singeric, the 
brother of Sarus himfelf, was feated on the 
Gothic throne. The firft adt of his reign was 
the inhuman murder of the fix children of 

Adolphus, 



(158) This mixtiire of force and perfuaiion -may be fairly 
inferred from comparing Orofius asd Jomandes, the Roman and 
the Gothic hidorian. 

(159) According to the fyftem •f Jornandcs (c. 33. P« ^S^*)» 
the true hereditary right to the Gothic fceptrc was veiled in 
Ihc Jmali ; but thofe princes, who were the vaffals of the 
|luns» commanded the tribes of the Oiirogoths in fome diftsust 
parts of ,Geripany or Scytbia. 
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AdolphuSy the ifTue of a former marriage, whom 
he tore, without pity, from the feeble arms of 
a venerable biftiop (i6o). The unfortunate 
Placidia, inftead of the refpedtful compaffion, 
which (he might have excited in the moft fa- 
vagc brej^fts, was treated with cruel and wan- 
ton infult. The daughter of the emperor The- 
odofius, confounded among a crowd of vul- 
gar captives, was compelled to march on foot 
above twelve miles, before the horfe of a Bar- 
barian, the aflaffin of an hulband, whom Plar 
cidia loved and lamented ( 1 6 1 .) 

But Placidia foon obtained the pleafure ofThcCothi 
revenge ; and the view of her ignominious fuf- and*«Soi« 
ferings might roufe an indignant peoplfeSpam, 
againft the tyrant, who was affelfinated on the^*^- *^ < 
feventh day of his ufurpation. After the death ** * 
of Singeric, the free choice of the nation be- 
llowed the Gothic fceptre on Wallia; whofe 
warlike and ambitious temper appeared, in the 
beginning of his reign, extrernely hollile to the 
republic. He marched, in arms, from Barce- 
lona to the fhores of the Atlantic Ocean, which 
the ancients revered and dreaded as the boun- 
dary of the world. But when he reached the 

Southem 



(i^o) The murder is related, by Olymptodorus $ bqt the 
liumber of the children is taken frpoi an epitaph of Aifpe^led %ii« 
jihority. 

(i6i) The death of Adplphps was celebrated at Conftanti- 
pople with illuminations and CircenHan games. (See Chron. 
Alexafidrin.) It may feem doubtful, whether the Greeks 
were a^uated, on this <KCiC\on, by ({leir hatred, pf the Ba^- 
(ftarians^ gr pf thelfatins* 
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Southern promontory of Spain (i6z), and, 
from the rock now covered by the fortrefe of 
Gibraltar, contemplated the neighbouring arid 
fertile coaft of An*ica^ Wallia refumed the de- 
figns of conqueft, which had been interrupted 
by the death of Alaric The winds and wavei^ 
again cEfappointed the enterprife of the Goths j 
and the minds of a fuperftitious people were 
deeply affedted by the repeated difafters of 
ftorms and fhipwrecks. In this difpofition^ the 
fucceflbr of Adolphus no longer refufed to lif- 
ten to a Roman ambaflador, whofe propofak 
were enforced by the real, or fuppofed, ap- 
proach of a numerous army, under the con- 
duft pf the brave Conftantius. A folemn trea- 
ty was ilipulated and obferved : Pladdia was 
honourably reftored to her brother ; fix hun- 
dred thoufand meafures of wheat were deli- 
vered to the hungry Goths (163)^ and Wal- 
lia engaged to draw his fword in the fervice 
of the empire. A bloody war was inftantly 
excited among the Barbarians of Spain; and 
the contending princes are faid to have ad- 
dreffed their letters, their ambafladors, and 
their hoftages, to the throne of the Weftera 
emperor, exhorting him to remain a tranquil 

fpe<5tatQr 

(16a) Qu$d Turtifiafis avu« hajus Vallia terris 
Vandalicas turmas, et jtin6li Marttt Alanoft 
Stravit^ et occiduam texere cadavera Calpen. 

Sidon. ApoUinar. in Panegyr» Anthem. '^CLj;^ 
p. 300. edit. Sirmond. 

(1^3) This fupply w<8 very acceptable : the Goths were in« 
fitted by the VandaJs of Spain with the epithet of ^ruB^ be« 
caufe, in their extreme diftrefsy they had given a piece of 
gold for a trula^ or about half a pound of fldur« Oljmpio^ 
apudPhoty p. X89, 
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fpe<5lator of their conteftj the events of which 
muft be favourable to the Romans, by the 
mutual flaughter of their common enemies ( 1 64), 
The Spanilh war was obftinately fupported^ 
during three campaigns, with defperate va- 
lour, and various f uccefs ; and the martial at- 
chievements of Wallia difFufed through the em- 
pire the fuperior renown of the Gothic hero. 
He exterminated the Silingi, who had irre- - 
trievably ruined the elegant plenty of the 
province of Boetica. He flew, in battle, the 
king of the Alani % and the remains of thole 
Scythian wanderers, who efcaped from the 
field, inftead of chufmg a new leader, hum- 
bly fought a refuge under the ftandard of the 
Vandals, with whom they were ever after- 
wards confounded. The Vandals themfelves, 
and the Suevi, yielded to the efforts of the 
invincible Goths. The promifcuous multitude 
of Barbarians, whofe retreat had been inter- 
cepted, were driven into the mountains of 
Gallicia ; where they ftill continued, in a nar^ 
' row compafs, and on a barren foil, to exer- 
cife their domeftic and implacable hoftilities. 
In the pride of victory, Wallia was faithful 
to his engagements : he reftored his Spanifli 
conquefts to the obedience of Honorius ; and 
the tyranny of the Imperial officers foon re- 
duced an opprefTed people to regret the time 
of their Barbarian fervitude. While the event 

of 

(164) Orofms infcrts a copy of theie pretended letters. Tu 
cam omnibus paccm habe, omniumquc obfides accipc 5 nos no- 
bis confligimus, nobis perimus, tibi vincimus ; immorialis vera 
quaff us crat Reipublic?c tuae, fi utrique pcrcamus. The idea is ' 
joft 5 but I cannot perfuade myfelf that it was entertained,^ o^ 
^^preflcd, by the Barbarians, 
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of the war was ftill doubtful, the firft advan- 
tages obtained by the arms of Wallia, had 
encouraged the court of Ravenna to decree 
the honours of a triumph to their feeble fo- 
vereign. He entered Rome like the ancient 
conquerors of nations ; and if the monuments 
of fervile corruption had not long fincc 
met with the fate which they deferved, we 
fhould probably find that a croud of po- 
ets and orators, of magiftrates, and bi- 
ihops, applauded the fortune, the wifdora, 
and the invincible courage, of the emperor 
Honorius (165). 
Thlri*^ Such a triumph might teve been juftly 
^nt in claimed by the ally of Rome, if Wallia, be- 
Aquitaim fore he repailed the Pyrenees, had extirpated 
A.D.419. ij^ij f^g Qf ^^ Spanifti war. His viftorious 
Goths, forty-three years after they had pafled 
the Danube, were eftabiilhed, according to the 
faith of treaties, in the poffeffion of the fe- 
cond Aquitain; a maritime province between 
the Garonne and the Loire, under the civil 
and ecclefiaftical jurifdiftion of Bourdeaux. 
That metropolis, advantageoufly fituated for 
the trade of the ocean, was buik in a regular 
and elegant form ; and its numerous inhabi- 
tants were diftinguilhed among the Gauls by 
their wealth, their learning, and the polite- 

ne& 

(165) Roman triumpbans ingreditur, is the formal expref* 
£011 of Profper's Chronide. The faAs which relate to the 
death of Adolphut, and the expiotts of WalHa» are related 
from Olympiodorus (apud Phot. p. ]88.)» Oi-oHttS (1. vii. c. 43* 
p. 5^4— '5S9-)» Jomandes, (de Rebus Geticis^ c, 3,1, sa.), ^ni, 
|he Chronicles of Idatius and Ifidort , 
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nefs of their manners* The adjacent province, 
.which has been fondly compared to the gar- 
den of Eden, is bleffed with a fruitful foil, 
and a temperate climate ; the face of the coun- 
try difplayed the arts and the rewards of in- 
duftry ; and the Goths, after their martial 
toils, luxurioufly exhaufted the rich vineyards 
of Aquitain (i66). The Gothic limits were 
enlarged, by the additional gift of fome neigh- 
bouring diocefes; and the fucceflbrs of Alaric 
fixed their ro3ral refidence at Thouloufe, which 
included five populous quarters, or cities, 
■wiihin the fpacious circuit of its walls. About 
the fame time, in the laft years of the reign 
of Honorius, the Goths, the BuRGUNDiANs,The Bar- 
and the Franks, obtained a permanent f^atfi""**'*"** 
and dominion in the provinces of Gaul. The 
liberal grant of the ufurper Jovinus to his 
Burgundian allies, was confirmed by the law- 
ful emperor : the lands of the Firft, or Up- 
per, Germany, were ceded to thofe formida- 
ble Barbarians •, and they gradually occupied, 
either by conqueft or treaty, the two provin- 
ces which ftill retain, v4th the titles of Duchy 
and of County^ the national appellation of Bur- 
gundy (167). The Franks, the valiant and 

faithful 

(166) Aufonius (dc Claris ITrbibus, p. ^57— ,«62.) celebrate* 
Bourdeaux with the partial afTeSion of a native. See in Salviaa 
<de Gubern. Dei, p. aaS. Paris, 1608.) a florid defcription 
cf the provinces of Aquitain and Novempppulania. 

(167) Orofius (K vii. c. $«. p. 55o.) commends the mild- 
nefs and mod^fty of thcfe Burgundians, vrho treated their 
fubje^i of G-aul at their Chriftian brethren. Mafcou has il- 

lullraui^ 
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fiiithful allies of the Roman republic, were 
foon tempted to imitate the invaders, whom 
they had fo bravely refiftedi Treves, the ca- 
pital ci Gaul, was pillaged by their lawlefs 
bands j and the humble colony, which they 
fo long maintained in the diftriA of Toxan- 
dria, in Brabant, infenfibly multiplied along the 
banks of the Meufe arid Scheld, till their in- 
dependent power filled the whole extent of 
the Second, or Lower Germany. Thefe fads 
may be fufficiently juftified by hiiloric evi- 
dence : but the foundation of the French mo- 
narchy by Pharamond, the conquefts, the 
laws, and even the exiflencc, of that hero, 
have been juftly arraigned by the impartial fc- 
verity of modem criticifm (i68). 
State of the The ruin of the opulent provinces of Gaul 
incruC'^^y be dated from the eftabliflimenf of thefe 
A, D.4ao, Barbarians, whofe alliance was dangerous and 
**^* oppreffive, and who were capricioufly impel- 
led, by intereft or paflion, to violate the pub- 
lic peace. A heavy and partial ranfom was 
impofed on the furviving provincials, who had 

efcaped 



joftratedl the origin of their kingdom in the four firft anno- 
tations at the end of his laborious Hiftory of the Ancient Ger« 
mans, vol. ii. p. 555—572. of theEnglifli tranflatlon. 

(t6$y See Malboo» h viii. c, 43, 44, 45. Except in a 
iv>rt and fttipibioas line of the Chronicle of Profper (in torn, 
i. p. 6i%.)f the name of Pharamond is never mentioned' be- 
fore the feventh century. The author of the Gefta Franco- 
rtirii (ifi torn* ii. p. 54^.) fuggeds, probably enough, ihi^ 
tiSe choice of Pharamond^ or at leaft of a king, was recook. 
ftfeitded to- lift Fi^ki'by hi* faciei Mkcoolit, who wa» an ex* 
Hifin'Tufcany.' 
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efcaped the calamities of war ; the feireft and 
moft fertile lands were afligned to the rapa- 
cious ftrangers, for the ufe of their families, 
their flaves, and their cattle ; and the tremb- 
ling natives relinquiftied with a figh the inhe- 
ritance of thieir fethers. Yet thefe donieftic 
misfortunes^ which are feldom the lot of ^ 
vanquifhed people, had been felt and inflidted 
by the Romans themfelves, not only* in the 
infolence of foreign conqueft, but in the mad- 
nefs of civil difcord. The Triumvirs pro- 
fcribed eighteen of the moft flourilhing colo- 
nies of Italy ; and diftributed their lands andl 
houfes to the veterans who revenged the 
death of Caefar, and opprefled the liberty of 
their country. Two poets, of unequal fame, 
have deplored, in fimilar clrcumftances, the 
lofs of their patrimony : but the legionaries of 
Auguftus appear to have furpaffcd, in vio- 
lence and injuftice, the Barbarians, who invad- 
ed Gaul, under the reign of Honorius. It 
was not without the utmoft difficulty that Vir- 
gil efcaped from the fword of the Centurion, 
who had ufurped his farm in the neighbour- 
hood of Mantua (165) -, but Paulinus of Bour- 

deau* 



(169) O Lycidla, vivi pervenimus ; advena nollri 
(Quod nunquam veriti fumus) ut pofTelFor agelU 
Diceret t Haec mea funt } veteres migrate coloni. 
Nunc vi£li triftes, &c. 

See the whole of the ninth eclogue, with the ufefol CommeatAry 
of Servius. Fifteen miles of the Mantuan territory were af- 
figned to the veterans, with a refervation, in favour of the in* 
habitants, of three miles round the city. Even in this favour 
l))ey were cheated by Alfenus Varus, a famous lawy^, and 



S$S THE DECLINE AND F^LL 

deaux received a fum of money from his Go* 
thic purchafer, which he accejgcd with plea- 
fure and furprife •, and, thou^ it was much 
inferier to the real value of his eftate, this adk 
of rapine Avas difguifed by fome colours of 
moderation and equity (170). -The odieus 
name of conquerors, was foftened into the mild 
and friendly appellation of the guefis of the 
Romans; and the Barbarians of Gaul, more 
efpecially thq Goths, repeatedly declared, that 
they were bound to the people by the ties 
of hofpitality, and to the emperor by the 
duty of allegiance and military lervice. The 
title of Honorius and his fucceffors, their 
laws, and their civil magiftrates, were ftill 
refpedted in the provinces of Gaul, of which 
they had refigned the poffeffion to the Bar- 
barian allies •, and the kiggs, who exercifed a 
fupreme and independent authority over their 
native fubjedls, ambitioufly folicited the more 
honourable rank of mafter-generals of tho 
Imperial armies (171). Such was the invo- 
luntary reverence which the Roman name ftill 
impreffed on the minds of thofe warriors, who 
had borne away in triumph the fpoils of the 
Capitol. 

Whilft 



one of the commiflioners, who neafured eight hundred paces of 
water and nM>raf6. 

(170) See the remarkable paflTage of the Eucharifticon of Pav* 
linus, 575. apud MafcoUy 1. viii. c. 42. 

(171) This important truth is eftablifhed by the accuracy of 
Tillemont ^Hift. des Emp. torn, v. p. 641. )> and by the inge- 
nuity of the Abb6 Dubos (Hift. de rEtabli/rement de la Mo* 
narchie Frah^uife dans ies Gaules, torn* i. p. 259* 
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Whilft Italy was ravaged by the Goths, ^«7°^ ^'^ 
and a fucceflion of feeble tyrants oppreffed Armaria, 
the provinces beyond the Alps, the BritifliA. d. 409- 
ifland feparatcd itfelf from the body of the 
Roman empire. The reeular forces which 
guarded that remote provmce, had been gra- 
dually with^awn ; and Britain was aban- 
doned, without defence, to the Saxon pi- 
rates, and the favages of Ireland and Cale- . 
donia. The Britons, reduced to this extre-^ -^'^ 
mity^ no longer relied on the tardy and 
doubtful aid 01 a declining monarchy. They 
aflembled in arms, repelled the invaders, and 
rejoiced in the important difcovcry of their 
own ftrength (172). Afflided by fimilar ca- 
lamities, and aduated by the fam€ fpirit, 
the Armorican provinces (a name which 
comprehended the maritime countries of 
Gaul between the Seine and the Loire) (173). 
refolved to imitate the example, of the neigh- 
bouring ifland. They expeUed the Roman 
magiftrates, who aded under the authority 
of the ufurper Conftantine j and a free go- 
vernment was efiabliflied among a people 
who had fo long been fubjeft to the arbi- 
trary will of a mafter. The independenc« 
of Britain and Armorica was foon confirmed 
by Honorius himfclf, the lawful emperor of 
the Weft; and the letters, by which he com- 
mitted to the new ftates the care of their own 

Vol. V, Z fafety, 

(172) Zofimus (1. vi. p. ^fS, 3 S3.) r.'latet in a few words tke 
revolt of Britain and Armorica. Our antiquarians, eren the great 
Cambden himfelf, have been betrayed into many grofs errors, by 
their imperfedl knowledge of thehiftory of the continent. 

(173) The limits of Armorica are defined by two national geo- 
graphers, Mefiieurs de Valois and d'Anville, in their Notiiias of 
Ancient GauL The word had been ufed in a more extenfive, and 
was afterwards contra^ed to a much narrower, iignification. 
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fafety, might be interpreted as an abfolute 
and perpetual abdication of the exercife and 
rights of fovereignty. This interpretation 
was, in fome meafure, juftified by the event. 
After the ufurpers of Gaul had fucceffively 
fallen, the maritime provinces were reftored 
to the empire. Yet their obedience was im- 
perfeft and precarious : the vain, inconftant 
rebellious difpofition of the people, was in- 
compatible either with freedom or fervi- 
tude(i74); and Armorica, though it could 
not long maintain the form of a republic (175), 
was agitated by frequent and deftruftive re- 
volts. Britain was irrecoverably loft (176). 
But as the emperors wifely acquiefced in the 
independence of a remote province, the 
feparation was not embittered by the reproach 
of tyranny or rebellion; and the claims of 
allegiance and proteftion were fucceeded by 

the 

(174) Gens inter geminos notiflima dauditur amnes, 
Armoricana prius veteri cognomine di^a. 

Torva, ferox, ventofa, procaz, incauta, rebellis; 

Inconfians, difparque fibi noyitatU amore ; 

Prodiga verborum, fed non ct prsdiga faAi. 
Erricus, Monach. in Vlt. S. Germani„ 1. v. apud Valef. Notit. 
GaUiarum, p. 43. Valefius alleges feveral teftimonies to confirm, 
this charader ; to which I ihall ^Id the evidence of the prefbyter 
Conftantine (A. D. 488.)) who, in the life of St. Germain, calb 
the Armorican rebels, mobilen et indifeiplinatam populum. See 
the Hiftorians of France,, torn. i. p. 643. 

(175) I thought it neceflary to enter my proteft againft t^is part 
of the fyilem of the Abbe Dubos, which Montefquieu has fo 
vigoroufly oppofed. See Efprit des Loix, 1. xxx. c. 24, 

(176) B^rravfiav fjnv tci P*;/u«;« avao-ocg'Aa-Bau Bxen tp^ov, are the t^ordf 
of Proeopiui (de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 2. p. X8i» Louvre edition) 
in a very important paffage, whith has been too much negle&ed. 
Even Bede (Hift. Gent. Anglican. 1. i. c. i%. p. 50. edit. Smith) 
acknowledges that the Romans finally left Britcun in the reign of 
Honortus. Yet our modem hiftoriass and antiquarians extend the 
term of their dominion ; and there are fome who allow only the 
interval of a few months between their departure tnd the arrival 
of the Saxons. 
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the mutual and voluntary offices of national 
iiiendfliip (177). 

This revolution diffolved the artificial fa- state of bh- 
brie of civil and military governnaent ; and^°»^ ^ 

the independent country, during a period ofJ.44^. 
forty years, till the defcent of the Saxons, 
was ruled by the authority of the clergy, 
the nobles, and the municipal towns CX78). 
I. Zofimus, who alone has preferved the me- 
mory of this Angular tranfaftion, very ac- 
curately obfervcs, that the letters of Hono- 
rius were addreffed to the cities of Britain 
(179). Under the proteftion of the Ro- 
mans, ninety-two confiderable towns had 
arifen in the feveral parts of that great pro- 
vince; and, among thefe, thirty-three cities 
w^ere diitinguiihed above the reft by their 
fuperior privileges and importance (180). 
Each of thefe cities, as in all the other pro- 
vinces of the empire, formed a legal corpora- 
tion, for the purpofe of regulating their do- 
meftic policy; and the powers of municipal 
government were diftributed among annual 
magiftrates, a feled fenate, and the affembly 
pf the people, according to the original model 
Z 2 of 

(177) Bede has not forgot the occaiional aid of. the legions 
againft the Scots and Pi(%s ; and more authentic proof will here- 
after be produced, that the independent Britona raifed iz,ooo men 
for the fervice of the emperor Anthemius, in Gaul. 

(178) I owe it to myfclf, and to hiftoric truth, to declare, that 
' fome circumfianees in this paragraph are founded only on conjedure 

asd analogy. The ftubbomnefs of our language has fometimes 
forced me to deviate from the conditional into the indicative mood. 

(179) Dfof T«ff ey Egeravytft ffcXsif. Zofimus, 1. vi. p. 383. 

(180) Two cities of Briuin were municijfia, nine colonies ^ ten 
Lata jure donata, twelve Jiipendiaria of eminent note. I'his detail 
is taken from Riehard of Clrencefter, de Siti^ Britannic, p. 36 ; 
and though it may not feem probable, that he wrote from the MSS* 
«f a Roman general, he ihews a genuine knowledge of antiquity, 
very extraordinary for a monk of th< fourteenth century. 



-4t 
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of the Roman conftitudon (181). The ma- 
nagement of a common revenue, the exercife 
of civil and criminal jurifdidion, and the ha- 
bits of public counfel and command, were 
inhci^ent to thefe petty republics ; and when 
they aflerted their independence, the youth 
of the city, and of the adjacent diftrifts, 
would naturaHy range themfclves under the 
ftandard of the ma^rate. But the defire 
of obtaining the advantages, and of efcaping 
the burthens, of political fociety, is a per- 
petual and inexhaufiible fource of difcord ; 
nor can it reafonably be prefumed, that the 
reftoration of Britifh freedom was exempt 
from tumult and fadion. The pre-eminence 
of birth and fortune muft havebeen frequendy 
violated by bold and popular citizens ; and 
the haughty nobles, who complained that 
they were become the fubjefts of their own 
fervants (182), would fometimes regret the 
reign of an arbitrary monarch. !!• The 
junfdiftion of each city over the adjacent 
country, was fupported by the patrimonial 
influence of the principal fenators ; and the 
fmaller towns, the villages, and the proprie- 
tors of land, confulted their own fafety by 
adhering to the flielter of thefe riling repub- 
lics. The fphere of their attraftion was pro- 
portioned to the refpeftive degrees of dieir 
wealth and populoufnefs; but die hereditary 
lords of ample pofleffions, who were not op- 
prefled by the neighbourhood of any power- 
rul city, afpired to the rank of independent 

princes,, 

(iSi) See Maffei Verona IlliifiraiU, part i. L ▼. p. 83—106. 

(iSi) hcgfii reftitttit, libertotemque reducit, 
Et fenros famulis non finit efle fuit. 

Itlnertr. RutiL 1. I aij. 
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princes, and boldly exercifed the rights of 
peace and war. The gardens and villas, which 
exhibited feme faint imitation of Italian ele- 
gance, would foon be converted into ftrong 
caftles^ the refuge, in time of danger, of the 
adjacent country (183): the produce of the 
land was applied to purchafe arms and horfes ; 
to maintain a military force of flaves, of pea- 
fants, and of licentious followers; and the -^ ^'' 
chieftain might aflume, within his own do- 
main, the powers of a civil magiftrate. Seve- 
ral of thefe Britifli chiefs might be the genuine 
pofterity of ancient kings; and many more 
would be tempted to adopt this honourable 
genealogy, and to vindicate their hereditary 
claims, which had been fufpended by the 
ufurpation of the Caefars (*84) Their fitU2(- 
tion, and their hopes, would difpofe them 
to afFe£t the drefs, the language, and the 
cuftoms of their anceftors. If the princes of 
Britain relapfed into barbarifm, while the cities 
fiudioufly preferved the laws and manners 
of Rome, the whole ifland muft have been 
gradually divided by the diftindtion of two 
national parties ; again broken into a thou- 
fand fubdivifions of war and faction, by the 
various provocations of intereft and refent- 
mest. The public ftrength, inftead of being 
united againfi a foreign enemy, was con- 
fumed 

(183) An infmption (apud Sirmond, Not. adSiden. Apollioar. 
p. 59.) defcribet a caftle, cum muris et portii, tuitioni omnituiiy 
ere<%ed by i^ardanus on his own eftate, near Sifteron, in the iecond 
Karbonnefe, and named by him Theopolit. 

(184) The eftablifliment of their power would have been eafy 
indeed, if we could adopt the impra&icable fchcme of a lively and 
] earned antiquarian; who fuppofei, that the Britifii monarchs of 
the feveral tribes continued to reign, though with fubordinate 
juiifdiiilicn, from the time of Claudius to that of Honorius; Sec 
Wlilttiktr'* Hillory of Manchcllcr, vol. L p. 447 — 157. 
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fumed IB obfcure and inteftine quarrels; and 
the pcrfonal merit which had placed a fiic- 
ce&ful leader at the head of his equals, might 
enable him to fubdue the freedom of fome 
neighbouring cities; and to claim a rank 
among the ^tyrants ( 1 85), who infefted Britain 
after the diffolution of the Roman govern- 
ment, in. The Britifli church might be 
compofed of thirty or forty bifhops (186), 
with an adequate proportion of the inferior 
clergy; and the want of riches (for they fcem 
to have been poor) (187) would compel them 
to defervc the public efteem, by a decent 
and exemplary behaviour. The intereft, as 
yell as the temper of the clergy, was favour- 
able to the peace and union of their diflraded 
country : tnofe falutary leffons might be fre- 
quently inculcated in their popular difcourfes ; 
and the epifcopal fynods were the only coun- 
cils that could pretend to the weight and au- 
thority of a national affembly.. In fuch 
councils, where the princes and magiftrates 
fat promifcuoufly with the bifhops, the im- 
portant affairs of the ftate, as well as of the 
church, might be freely debated; differences 
reconciled, alliances formed, contributions 
in>pofed, wife refolutiom often concerted, 

and 

(185) AXX* W0. vro Ty;awci: orn* avrn tfxtfk, Procopius, . de Bell. 
Vandal. 1. i. c. %. p. i8i. Britannia fertilis pxoviticia tyraMnorum, 
was the exprcflion of Jerom, in the year 4I5 (torn. ii. p. 455. ad 
Ctcfiphont. ) By the pilgrims, who reforted e^cry year to the 
Holy Land, the monk of Eethlcm received the earlicft and mdft 
accurate intelligence. ' 

(186) Sec BiDgham*8 EccIeC Antiquities, vol. i. 1. ix. c. 6. 
P 394. 

(187) It is reported of three JSritifh bifhops who affified at the 
council of Rimini, A. D. 359. tarn pan; creg fuiiTe ut nihil habe- 
fent. Sulpicius Sevcrus, Wui. Sacra, 1. ii. p. 420. ounic of their 
brethren, howcvpr, were in better circumflaoccp. 
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and fometimes executed; and there is reafon ^^^^ 
to believe, that in moments, of extreme dan- 
ger, a Pendragotiy or Diftator, was elefted r-, 
by the general confent of the Britons. Thefe 
paftoral cares, fo worthy of the epifcopal cha- 
rafter, were interrupted, however, by zeal 
and fuperftition; and the Britifli clergy in- 
ceffantly laboured to eradicate the Pelagian 
herefy, which they abhorred, as the peculiar 
difgrace of their native country (188). 

It is fomewhat remarkable, or rather it isAffemWyqf 
extremely natural, that the. revolt of Bri-^roVncMof 
tain and Armorica fliould have introduced anoTd"^ 
appearance of liberty into the obedient pro>- ^- ^^*- 
vinces of Gaul. In a folemn edift (189), 
filled with the ftrongeft affurances of that 
paternal affeftion which princes fo often ex- 
prefs, and fo feldom feel, the emperor Ho- 
norius promulgated his intention of convening 
an annual alTembly of the /even provinces : 
a name peculiarly appropriated to Aquitain, 
and the ancient Narbonnefe, which had long 
fince exchanged their Celtic rudenefs for the 
ufeful and elegant arts of Italy (190). Aries, 
the feat of government and commerce, was 
appointed for the place of the affembly ; 
which regularly continued twenty-eight days, > 
from the fifteenth of Auguft to the thir- 
teenth 

(188) Confult Ufher, dc Antiq. Ecclef. Britannicar. c, 9— 12. 

(189) See the corre(ft text of this tdlGt, as publiihed by Siimond 
(Not. ad Sidon. Apollin. p. 147) • Hincmar, of Rheinu, -who 
affigns a place to the hijhofs^ had probably feen (in the ninth cen- 
tury) a more perfedk copy. Dubos, Hift. Critique de la Monarchic 
Fran9oife, torn. i. p. 241 — ^$$. 

(190) It ia evident from the Notitia, that the fcTen proTinces 
were the Viennenfis, the maritime Alps, the firft and fecond Nar- 
bonnefe, Kovempopulania, and tHe firlt and fecond Aquitain. In 
the room of the firfl Aquitain, the Abbe Dubos, on the authority 
«X Hincmar, deiires to introduce the Aril Lugdunen{is« or Lyoiinefe. 
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teenth of Sq>tcmber, of every year. It 
confified of the Praetorian pnefed of the 
Gauls; of feven provincial governors, one 
confular and fix prefidents; of the magi- 
fixates, and perhaps the bHhops, of about 
fixty cities : and of a competent, though in- 
definite, number of the moft honourable and 
opulent pojfejfors of land, who might jnftly 
be confidered as the reprefentatives of their 
country. They were impov/ered to inter- 
pret and communicate the laws of their fo- 
vereign ; to expofe the grievances and wifhes 
of their conftituents ; to moderate the ex- 
ceflive or unequal weight of taxes ; and to 
deliberate on every fubjeft of local or nati- 
onal importance, that could tend to the re- 
ftoration of the peace and profperity of the 
feven provinces. If fuch an infiitution, 
which gave the people an intereft in their 
own government, had been univerfaUy ef- 
tablifhed by Trajan or the Antonines, the 
feeds of public wifdom and virtue might 
have been cheriflied and propagated in die 
empire of Rome. The privileges of the 
fubjeft would have fecured the throne of the 
monarch ; the abufes of an arbitrary admi- 
niftration might have been prevented, in 
feme degree, or correfted, by the interpofi- 
tion of thefe'reprefentative affemblies; and 
the country would have been defended 
againft a foreign enemy, by the arms of 
natives and freemen. Under the mild and 
generous inSuence of liberty, the Roman 
empire might have remained invincible and 
immortal; or if its exceffive magnitude, and 
the initabiliry of hiiiiv-n affairs, had oppofed 
fuch perpcraal continuance, its vital and con- 

fiituent 
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fiittient members might have feparately pre* 
ferved their vigom* aad independence. But 
in the decline of the empire, when every 
principle of health and life had been ex- 
haufied, the tardy application of this partial 
remedy was incapable of producing any im- 
portant or falutary effeds. The emperor 
Honorius exprefles his furprife, that he muft 
compel the rdudant provinces to accept a 
privilege which they fhould ardently nave 
folicited. A fine of three, or even five, 
pounds of gold, was impofed on the abfent 
reprefentatives ; who feem to have declined 
this imaginary gift of a free confiitution, as 
the laft and moft cruel infult of their op- 
preiTors. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXIL 

Arcadius Emperor of the Eq/i.-^Admintfiration 
and difgrace of Eutropius. -^Revolt of Gainas. 
— Perjecution of St. John Cbryfojionu — Tbeo- 
dojius IL Emperor of the Eajl. — His Sijler 
Pulcheria. His wife Eudocia. — The Perfian 
Wary and divifion of Armenia. 

Thtem^irennHE divifion of thc Roman world be- 
•fthe£ftft» J^ tween thc fons of Theodofius, marks 
— ^AsV ^^ fi°^ cftablifliment of the empire of the 
^'K" of Eaft, which, from the reign of Arcadius to 
A. D. 3^5 the taking of Conftantinoplc by the Turks, 
— 4o«. fubfifted one .thoufand and fifty eight years, 
in a ftate of premature and perpetual decay. 
The fovereign of that empire affumed, and ob- 
fiinately retained, the vain, and at length 
fictitious, title of Emperor of the Romans ; 
and the hereditary appellations of C^sar and 
Augustus continued to declare, that he was 
thc legitimate fucceffor of thc firft of men, who 
had reigned over the firft of nations. The pa- 
lace of Conftantinoplc rivalled, and perhaps 
excelled, the magnificence of Perfia ; and 
the eloquent fermons of St. Chryfoftom (i) 
celebrate, while they condemn, the pompous 

luxury 

(i) Father Montfaucon, who, by thc command of his Bene- 
dictine fupcriors, was compelled (fee Longneruana, torn. i. p. ^05.) 
to execute the laborious edition of St. Chryfoftom, in thirteen 
volumes in folio (Paris, 1738), amofed himfelf with extra<SUng 
from that immenfe coUeSion of morals, fome curious antiquiiiesf 
which illaftrate the manners of the Theodofian age- (Sec Ghryfof^ 
lom. Opera, tom. xiii. p. 192 — 196), and his French DiiTertation, 
in the Mcmoires dc 1* Acad, dcs Infcriptions, tom. xiii. p. 474 — 450. 
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luxury of the reign of Arcadius. ** The 
emperor/* fays he, " wears on his head 
cither a diadem, or a crown of gold, de- 
^* corated with, precious ftones of ineftimable 
" value. Thefe ornaments and his purple 
" garments, are referved for his facred per- 
" ion alone ; and his robes of filk are em- 
" broidered with the figures of golden dra- 
^* gons. His throne is of mafly gold. 
" Whenever he appears in public, he is fur- 
•* rounded by his courtiers, his guards, and 
'* his attendants. Their fpears, tneir ihields, 
** their cuirafles, the bridles and trappings of 
** their horfes, have either the fubftance, or 
** the appearance of gold; and the large 
** fplendid bofs in the midft of their fhield, 
** is encircled with fmaller bofles, which re- 
** prefent the ihape of the human eye. The 
** two mules that draw the chariot of the 
^* monarch, are perfedly white, and fhining 
*^ all over with gold. The chariot itfelf, of 
** pure and folid gold, attrafts the admira- 
** tion of the fpeaators, who contemplate 
** the purple curtains, the fhowy carpet, 
** the fize of the precious ftones, and the 
*' refplendent plates of gold, that glitter as 
** they are agitated by the motion of the 
*^ carriage. The Imperial pictures are white, 
** on a blue ground; the emperor appears 
** feated on his throne, with his anns, his 
*^ horfes, and his guards befide hipi j and 
'^ his vanquifhed enemies in chains at his 
** feet.'* The fucceflfors of Conftantine ef- 
tablifhed their perpetual refidence in the 
royal city, which he had erefted on the 
verge of Europe and Afia. Inacceffible to 
tliie menaces of their enemies, and perhaps 

to 



348 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

to the complaints of their people, they re- 
ceived, with each wind, the "tributary pro- 
ductions of every climate ; while the impreg- 
nable ftrength of their capital continued for 
ages to defy the hoftile attempts of the Bar- 
barians. Their dominions were bounded by 
the Hadriatic and the Tygris ; and the whok 
interval of twenty-five days navigation, 
which feparated the extreme cold of Scythia 
from the torrid zone of iEthiophia (2), was 
comprehended within the limits of the em- 
pire of the Eaft. The populous countries 
of that empire were the feat of art and 
learning, of luxury and wealth ; and the 
inhabitants, who ha4 aiTumed the language 
and manners of Greeks, ftyled thenuelves^ 
with fome appearance of truth, the moA 
enlightened and civilifed portion of the hu^ 
man fpedes. The form of government was 
a pure and fimj^ monarchy ; the nsuae of 
the Roman republic, which fo long pre- 
ferved a faint tradition of freedom, was con- 
fined to the Latin provinces ; and the princes 
of Conftantinople meafured their greatnefs 
by the fervile obedience of their pemlew 
They were ignorant how much this paifive 
difpofition enervates and degrades every fa- 
culty of the mind. The fubjeds, who had 

:r€figned 

(%) Accor4ing to tke loofe reckoning, that a ihip could fail, 
with a fair wind, looo ftadia, or 125 miles, in the revolution of 
a day and night ; Diodorut Siculus computes ten days from the 
Palut Moeotis to Rhodes, and four days from Rhodes to Alexan- 
dria. The navigation cf the Nile, from Alexandria to Syene, 
under the trof^k of Cancer, required, as it was againfb the ftream, 
ten days more. Diodor. Sicul. torn. i. 1. iii. p. aoo. edit. Weffel- 
ing. He might, without much impropriety, meafure the ex^ 
trcme heat from the verge of the torrid zone ; but he fpeaks of 
ihc Moeotis in the 47th degree of uortii;:ra latitudt, a» if it lay 
-jviihin the j^ohi circie. 
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refigned their will to the abfolute commands 
of a mafter, were equally incapable of guard- 
ing their Ijves and fortunes againft the afiauits 
of the Bsttbarians, or <rf defending their 
reafon from the terrors of fupcrftition. 

The firft events of the reign of ArcadiusAdmini- 
and Honorius are fo intimately conncded^^^^*"^ 
that the rebellion of the Goths, and the fallEutt^piw? 
of Rufinus, have already claimed a place ia-^-^- 395 
the hiftory of the Weft. It has already been ^^^* 
obferved, that Eutropius (3), one of the 
principal eunuchs of the palace of Conftan- 
tinople, fucceeded the haughty mintAer 
whofe ruin he had accompliflied, and ^o£e 
vices he foon imitated. Every order of die 
ftate bowed to the new favourite ; and their 
tame and obfequious fubmiilion encouraged 
him to infult the laws, and, what is fiili 
more difficult and dangerous, the manners of 
his country. Under the weakeft of the pre- 
deceJOfors of Arcadius, the reign of the 
eunuchs had been fecret, and almoft invifible. 
They infinuated themfelves into the confi- 
dence of the prince ; but their oftenfible 
fundions were confined to the menial fervicc 
of the wardrobe and Imperial bed-chamber. 
They might direct, in a whifper, the public 
counfels, and blaft, by their malicious fug- 
gefiions, the fame and fortunes of the moil 
illuftrious citizens ; but they never prefumed 

to 

(3) Barthiut, who adored hif ^u$hor with the blind fupcrftition 
of a coDUQeotator, gives the preference to the two bookt which 
Claudian compofed againft Eutropiut, aboTc all his other prodac> 
tions (Baallet, Jugtmeas dcs Savans, torn. iT. p. 227). They 
are indeed a rery elegant and fpirited fatire ; and w4»Hld be more 
▼aluable in an hiftorical light, if the invedUTC were Icfs vague, and 
more temperate. 
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to ftand forward in the front of empire (4), 
or to profane the public honours of the ftate. 
Eutropius was the firft of his artificial fex, 
who dared to aflume the charader of a Ro- 
man magiftrate and general (5). Sometimes, 
in the prefencc of the bluihing fenate, he af- 
cended the tribunal, to pronounce judgment 
or to repeat elaborate harangues ; and fomc- 
times appeared on horfeback, at the head of 
his troops, in the drefs and armour of a 
hero. The difregard of cufiom and decency 
always betrays a weak and ill-regulated 
mind; nor does Eutropius feem to have 
compenfated for the folly of the defign, by 
any fuperior merit or ability in the execu- 
tion. His former habits of life had not in- 
troduced him to the ftudy of the laws, or 
the exercifes of the field ; his awkward and 
unfuccefsful attempts provoked, the fecret 
contempt of the fpeftators ; the Goths cx- 
preffed their wifli, thatyJ^^A a general might 

always 

(4) After lamenting the progrefs of the eunuchs in the Romajn 
palace, and defining their proper fundions, Claudian adds, 

-A fronte recedant 

Imperii. 

In Bntrop. i. 422. 

Yet it does not appear that the eunuch had aflumed any of the effi- 
cient offices of the empire ; and he is ftyled only praepofitus fam 
cubiculi . in the edid of his baniihment. See Cod. Th^od. 1. ix. 
tit. zl. leg. 17. 

(5) Jamq^jC oblita fui, nee fobria divitiis mens 
In miferas leges hominumque negotia ludit : 
Jvdicat eunuchus 

Arma etiam violare parat. ... 
Claudian (i. »»9-— 270), with that mixture of xodignation and 
humour, which always pleafes in a fatiric poet, defcrihes the in- 
foleii,t folly of the eunuch, thje difgrace of the empire, and tho 
joy of the Gothst 

— — — Oaudet, cum Tiderit hoilis, 
JEt fent,it jam deefle viros. 



I 
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always command the armies of Rome ; and 
the names of the miHifter was branded with 
ridicule, more pernicious perhaps than ha- 
tred, to a public charafter. The fubjefts of 
Arcadius were cxafperated by the recollec- 
tion, that this deformed and decrepid 
eunuch (6), who fo perverfely mimicked 
the aclions of a man, was born in the moft 
abjeft condition of fervitudc ; that, before 
he entered the Imperial palace, he had been 
fucceflively fold, and purchafed, by an hun- 
dred matters, who had exhaufted his youth- 
ful ftrength in every naean and infamous 
office, and at length difmiffed him, in his 
old age, to freedom and poverty (7). 
While thefe difgraceful ftories were circu- 
lated, and perhaps exaggerated, in private 
converfations, the vanity of the favourite 
"was flattered with the mofl: extraordinary 
honours. In the fenate, in the capital, in 
the provinces, the ftatues of Eutropius were 
erefted, in brafs or marble, decorated with 
the fymbols of his civil and nailitary virtues, 
and infcribed with the pompous tide of the 

third 

(6) The poet's lively defcription of hU deformity (i. iro — 125.) 
k confirmed by the authentic teftimony of Chryfoftoni (torn. iii. 

p. 384. edit. Montfaucon) ; who obferves, that when the paint was ^ 
w^fhed away, the face of Eutropius appeared more ugly and 
wrinkled than that of an old woman. Claudian remarks (i. 469), 
and the remark muft have been founded on experience, that there 
was fcarcely any Interval between the youth and the decrepid age *■ , 
of an eunuch. 

(7) Eutropius appears to have been a native of Armenia or AT- 
fyria. His three fervices, whicn Ciaudias' more particularly de- 
fcribes, were thefe : i. He fpent many years as the catamite of 
Ptolemy, a groom or a foldier of the Imperial ftables. %. Ptolemy 
gave him to the old general Arintheus, for whom he very ikilfuUy 
exercifed the profeflion of a pimp. 3.- He was given, on her mar- 
riage, to the daughter of Arintheus^; and the future conful was 
employed to comb her hair, to prcfent the filver ewer, to wafb, 
and to fan his miflreis in hot weather. Seel. i. 31— 137. 
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third founder of Conftantinople. He was 
promoted to the rank of patrician^ which 
began to lignify^, in a popular, and even 
IqpJ acceptation, the father of the emperor ; 
and the laft year of the fourth century was 
polluted by the cmfulfinp of an eunuch, and 
a flave. This ftrange and inexpiable pro- 
digy (8) awakened, however, the prejudices 
of the Romans. The eiBFeminate conlul was 
rejeded by the Weft, as an indelible ftain 
to the annals of the repuUic ; and, without 
invoking the ihades of Brutus and Camillus, 
the colleague of Eutropius, a learned and rc- 
fpe£bble magifirate (9), fufficiently reprc- 
fented the different maxims of the two ad- 
miniftrations. 
Hit ▼enaii- The bold and vigorous mind of Rufinus 
ty ind in-feems to havc been aftuated by a more fan- 
^" *" guinary and revengeful fpirit ; but the ava- 
rice of the eunuch was not lefs infatiate 
than that of the praefeft (10). As long as 
he defpoiled the oppreffors, who had en- 
riched themfelves with the plunder of the 
people, Eutropius might gratify his covetous 

difpo- 

(8) Claudiaa (1. i. in Eutrop. T — 2a), after enumerating the 
rarious prodigies of monftrous births, (^leaking animals, Ikowers 
of blood or ftones, double funs, &c. adds with ibme exaggeration. 

Omnia ceflerunt eunucho confule monftra. 

The firft book concludes with a noj^le fpeech of the goddefs of Rome 
to her favourite Honorius, deprecating the ne'w ignominy to which 
fte was cxpofed. 

(9) Fl. Mallius Theodorus, whofe civil honours, and philofo- 
phical works, have been celebrat#J by Claudian in a very elegant 
panegyric. 

(10) Mcdvwv^ nSf) T«0«rX«T4», drunk with riches, is the forcible 
expreffion of Zofimut (1. v. p. 301); and the avarice of £tttri>- 
plus is equally execrated in the Lexicon of Suidas, and the Chronicle 
•f MarceUinus. Cfaryfoftom had often admoniihed the favourite, 
•f the vanity and danger of imnioderate wealth, torn. iii. p. ^81. 
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difpoiition without much envy or injuftice : 
but the progrefs of his rapine foon invaded 
the wealth which had been acquired by law- 
ful inheritance, or laudable induftry. The 
ufual methods of extortion were praftifed 
and improved ; and Claudian has fketched a 
lively and original pifture of the public auc- 
tion of the ftatf?. " The impotence of the 
** eunuch" (fays that agreeable fatirift) " has 
" ferved only to ftimidate his avarice: the 
" fame hand which, in his fervile condition, 
*• was exercifed in petty thefts, to unlock 
** the coffers of his mafter, pow grafps the 
** riches of the world; and this infamous 
** broker of the empire appreciates and di- 
*' vides the Roman provinces, from Mount 
" Hacmus to the Tigris. One man, at the 
*' expence of his villa, is made proconful of 
" Aua ; a fecond purchafes Syria with his 
" wife's jewels ; and a third laments, that 
*' he has exchanged his paternal eftate for 
** the government of Bithynia. In the an- 
" tichamber of Eutropius, a large tablet is 
*' expofed to public view, which marks the 
** refpeftive prices of the provinces. The 
*' different value of Pontus, of Galatia, of 
" Lydia, is accurately diftinguifhed. Lycia 
" may be obtained for £0 many thoufand 
" pieces of gold ; but the opulence of.Phry- 
** gia will require a more confiderable fum, 
" The eunuch wiflies to obliterate, by the 
" general difgrace, his perfonal ignominy 5 
** and as he has bee9 fold himfelf, he is de- 
" firous of felling the reft of mankind. In 
" the eager contention, the balance, which 
" contains the fate and fortunes of the pro- . 
Vol. V. A a " vince, 
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" vince, often trembles on the beam; anil 
*' till one of the fcales is inclined, by a fu- 
" perior weight, the mind of the impartial 
■ " judge remains in anxious ftifpenfe (ii)* 
** Such*' (continues the indignant poet) " are 
" the fruits of Roman valour, of the de- 
" feat of Antiochus, and of the triumph 
" of Pompey/' This venal proftitution of 
public honours fecured the impunity oi future 
crimes ; but the riches, which Eutropius 
derived from confifcation, were already ftained 
with injuftice ; fince it was decent to accufe* 
and to condemn, the proprietors of the 
wealth which he was impatient to confifcate. 
Some noble blood was flied by the hand of 
the executioner ; and the moft inhofpitable 
extremities of the empire were filled with 
innocent and illuftrious exiles. Among the 
Rain of generals and confuls of the Eaft, Abundaa^ 
Abundan- ^^g ^j^) had rcafou to dread the firft cffefts 
of the refentment of Eutropius. He had 
been guilty of the unpardonable crime of 
introducing that abjeft flave to the palace 
of Conftantinople : and fome degree of praife 
muft be allowed to a powerful and ungrate^ 
fill favourite, who was fatisfied with the 
difgrace of his benefaftor. Abundantius was 

firipped 

( I X y — certantum fepe duorum 

biverfum fufpendit onus : cum pondere Judex 
Vergit, et In geminai nutat provincia lances. 
Claudian (1. 192 — 2Q9.)fo curioufly dxftiBguiftestheclrcumlbncei 
of the fale, that they all feem to allude to particular anecdotes. 

(ift) Claudian (i. 154 — 170.) mentions the guiU and exile of 
Abundantius, nor could he fail to quote the example of the ardfti 
Tvho made the firft trial of the brazen buU» which he prefented to 
Phalaris. See Zbfimus, I. v. p. 302. Jerom, torn. i. p. %i, 
, The difference of place h eafily reconciled; Imt the decifive 

authority of Afterius of Amafia (Orat. iv. p. 76. apud TiUemoot, 
Hift. des Empereufs, torn. ▼. p. 435.) muft tun the fcak ii 
ftvovr of Pityus. 
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firipped of his ample fortunes by an Impe- 
rial rcfcript, and baniflicd to Pityus, on th% 
Euxinc, the laft frontier of the Roman 
i;5rorld ; where he fubfifted by the precarious 
mercy of the Barbarians, till he could ob- 
tain, after the fall of Eutropius, a milder 
•exile at Sidon in Phoenicia. The deftruc-ofTimafiui 
tionof Timafius (13) required a more ferious 
and regular mode of attack. That great 
officer, the mafter-general of the armies of 
Theodofius, had fignalized his valour by a 
vdecifive viftory, miich he obtained over the 
Ooths of Theffaly ; but he was too prone, 
after the example of ,his fovercign, to enjoy 
the luxury of peace, and to abandon his 
confidence to wicked and defigning flat- 
terers. Timafius had defpifed the public 
damour, by promoting an in&imous depen- 
dent to the command of a cohort ; and he 
<ieferved to fed the ingratitude of Bargus, 
who was feci etly inftigated by the favoiuite 
to accufe his patron of a treafonable confpi- 
racy. The general was arraigned before the 
tribunal of Arcadius himfelf ; and the prin- 
cipal eunuch ftood by the fide of the throne, 
to fuggeft the queftions and anfwers of his 
fovereign. But as this form of trial might 
be deemed partial and arbitrary, the farther 
♦enquiry into the crimes of Timafius was de- 
legated to Saturninus and Procopius; the 
ibrmer of confular rank, the latter ftill re- 
A a 2 fpefted 

(13) SttidM (mod probably from the hiftory of Eunapins) has given 
- a 'Very unfavoumble pidure of Timafius. The account of his ac < 

ctifer, the jyidgci, trial, &c. is pcrfcaiy agreeable to the practice 
. of ancient and modem couru. (See Zofimus, 1. v. ^. 198, 299, 

300.) I am almoil tempted to quote the rdmauipc of a great 

maftcr (Fielding's Works, vol. iv. p. 49, kc. 8yo edit.), whic^ 

may >e confidcrtid. as the !>iftoj7 of human nature. 
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4>ecled as the father-in-law of the emperor 
Valens. The appearances of a fair and legal 
proceeding were maintained by the blunt 
honefty of Procopius ; and he yielded with 
rcliiclance to the obfequious dexterity of hi& 
colleague, who pronounced a fentence of 
condemnation againft the unfortunate Ti- 
mafius. His immenfe riches were confifcated, 
in the name of the emperor, and for the 
benefit of the favourite ; and he was doomed 
to perpetual exile at Oafis, a folitary fpot 
in the midft of the fandy deferts of Libya. 
(14). Secluded from all human converfe, 
the mafier-general of the Roman armies was 
loft for ever to the world ; but the circum- 
ftances of his fate have been related in a 
various and contradiftory manner. It is in- 
iinuated, that Eutropius difpatched a private 
order for his fecret execution (15). It wag 
jeported, that, in attempting to efcape from 
Oafis, he periihed in the defert, of thirft 
and hunger; and that his dead body was. 
found on the fands of Libya (16). It has 
been aflferted, with more confidence, that his 
fon Syagrius, after fuccefsfully eluding the 
purfuit of the agents and emiflaries. of the 

court, 

(14} The grcAt Oafis was one of the fpoU m the Tands of Libya, 
watered with fpriogs, and capable of producing^ wheat, barley, 
and palm-trees, ft was about three days journey from north to fouth, 
about half a day in breadth, and at the diftance of about five daya 
march to the weft of Abydus, on the Nile. See d'Anville, Def- 
criptton de TEgypte, p. i86, 187, iSS. The barren defert whicli 
cncompafles Oafis /Zofimus, 1. ▼. p. 300.) has fuggefted the idea 
of comparative fertility, and even the epithet of die Ba/t/ty ijlani 
(Herodot. iii. 26). 

(15) The line of Claudian, in Eutrop. 1. i. t8o. 
Marmaricus daris violatur cxdibus Hammon, 

evidently alludes to bU perfuafion of the death of Timafiui. 

(16) Soaomen, ?. viii, c, 7. He fpcaks from report, s»f rcnz 
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court, coUefted a band of African robbers ; 
that he refcued Timafius from the place of 
Tiis exile; and that both the fatlier and the 
fon difappeanred from the knowledge of man- 
Ikind (17). But the ungrateful Bargus, in- 
ftead of being fufFered to poiTefs the reward 
of guilt, was foon afterwards circumvented 
and deftroyed, by the more powerful villany 
of the minifter himfelf ; who retained fenfe 
and fpirit enough to abhor the inftrument 
of his own crimes. 

The public hatred, and the defpair of in- a cruel ana 
dividuals, continually threatened, or feemed""^"^^]^^^^ 
to threaten, the perfonal fafety of EutropiusjA. D.397,' 
as well as of the numerous adherents, who^^P^* ^' 
were attached to his fortune, and had beea 
promoted by his venal favour. For their 
mutual defence, he contrived the fafeguard 
of a law, which violated every principle of 
humanity and juftice(i8). I. It is enafted, 
in the name, and by the authority, of Ar- 
cadius, that all thofe who flidl confpire, ei- 
ther with fubjeds, or with ftrangers, againft 
the lives of any of the perfohs whom the 
.emperor confiders as the members of his 
own body, fliall bp puniflied with death and 
i:onfifcation. This fpecies of fiftitious and 
metaphorical trcafon is extended to protecl, 
;no^t only the iUuJlrious officers of the ftate 

and 

' Xl^) Zofimus, 1. V. p. 300. Tet he feemt to fufpeA that this 
Tumour was fpread by the friends of Eutropiut. 

(iS) See the Theodofian Code, L ix. tit. 14. ad legem Cornell- 
am de Sicariis, leg. 3. and the Code of Tuftinian, 1. iz. tit. viii. 
'ad legem Juliam de Majeflate, leg. 5. The alteration of the title^ 
from murder to treafon, was an improvement of the fubtle Triboni- 
an. Godefroy, in a formal diiTertationf which he has inferted in his 
Commentary, illuftrates this law of Arcadius, and explains all the 
difficult paflages which had been perverted by the jurifconfultf of the 
darker ages. See lorn. iii. p. 8 — -nj. 
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and army, who are admitted into the facred 
confiftory, but likewife the principal domef- 
tics of the palace, the fenators of Conftanti- 
nople, the military commanders, and the 
civil magiftrates or the provinces : a vague 
and indefinite lift, which, under the fuccef- 
fors of Conftantine, included an obfcure ancf 
numerous train of fubordinate minifters* 
IL This extreme feverity might perhaps be 
juftified, had it been only directed to fecure 
the reprefentatives of the fovereign from 
any adual violence in the execution of their 
office. But the whole body of Inaperial de* 
J)endents claimed a privilege, or rather im- 
punity, which fcreened them, in the loofeft 
moments of their lives, from the hafty, per- 
haps the juftifiable, refentment of their feU 
loW-citizens : and, by a ftrange perverfion of 
the laws, the fame degree of guilt and pu- 
nifliment was applied to a private quarrel, 
and to a deliberate confpiracy againft the em- 
peror and the empire. The edift of Area, 
dius moft pofitively and moft abfurdly de- 
clares, that in fuch cafes of treafon, thoughts 
and anions ought to be puniflied with equaj 
feverity ; that the knowledge of a mifchie- 
vous intention, unlefs it be inftantly revealed, 
becomes equally criihinal with the intention 
Itfelf (19) ; and that thofe rafli men, who 
fliall prefume to foUcit the pardon of trait- 

tors, 

(19' Bartolu's underflands a fimple aud naked coBfcioufncfs, with« 
fsm any fign of approl>^tlon or concurrence. For thif opinoi|, fay* 
Jialdiv., he is now roafting in hell. For my own part, continue9 
the difcrect HeJnecclus (Element. Jur. Civil. 1. iv. p. 4I.1), I 
'muft approve the theory of Sartoliw ; but in practice 1 fliould in- 
cline to the ftntin-.ent of Baldu&. Yet Bartolus was gravely quoted 
))y the lawyers of Cardinal Richelieu; and £utrot)jub wt»« iudiici^ry 
^ilty of the murder of the virtuous dc I'hou. 
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tors, fhall themfelves be branded with public 
and perpetual infamy. III. " With regard 
** to the fons of the traitors/' 'continues the 
emperor) " although they ought to fliare 
♦* the puniihment, fince they will probably 
** imitate the guilt, of their parents ; yet, 
*' by the fpecial effeft of our Imperial lenity, 
** we grant them their lives: but, at the 
" fame time, we declare them incapable of 
**. inheriting, either on the father's or pn the 
'* mother's fide, or of receiving any gift 
*' or legacy, from the teftament either of 
** kinfmeii or of ftrangera. Stigmatifed with 
** hereditary infamy, excluded from the \ 

•* hopes of honours or fortune, let them en- 
'* dure the pangs of poverty and contempt, 
<* till they mall confider life as a calamity, 
'* and death as a comfort and relief." In 
fuch words, fo well adapted to infult the 
feelings of mankind, did the emperor, or ra- 
ther his favourite eunuch, applaud the mo- 
deration of a law, which transferred 
the fame unjuft and inhuman penalties to 
the children of all thofe who had feconded, 
or who had not difclofed, thefe fiffitious 
confpiracies. Some of the nobleft regulati- 
ons of Roman jurifprudence have been fuf- 
fered to expire ; but this edift, a convenient 
and forcible engine of^iniAeJrial tyranny, 
was carefully inlerted in the Goaes of Theo- 
dofius and Juftinian ; and tl^e Tame^maxims 
have been revived in modern ages^<ko pro- 
teft the deftors of Germany, and tnc car- 
dinals of the church of Rome (20). 

Yet 

(10) Crodcfroy, torn. iii. p. - 89. It is, howcycr, fuTpe^^ed, 
that this law, fo repu^ant to the maxims of Germaaic, freedoiD, 
has been furrcptitioufly added to the golden bull. 
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RcWHoB Yet thcfe fanguinary laws, which fpread 
A. D. 399. terror among a difarmed and diipirited peo- 
ple, were of too weak a texture to reftrain 
the bold enterprife of Tribigild(2i) the Of- 
trogoth. The colony of that warlike nation, 
which had been planted by ITieodofius in 
one of the moft fertile diftricb of Phrygia 
(22), impatiently compared the flow retm^ns 
of laborious hufbandry, with the fuccefsful 
rapine and liberal rewards of Alaric ; and 
their leader refented, as a perfonal affront, 
his own ungracious reception in the palace 
of Conftantinople. A foft and wealthy pro- 
vince, in the heart of the empire, was af- 
toniflied by the found of war ; and the faith- 
lul vaffal, who had been difregarded or op- 
preffed, was again refpefted, as foon as he 
jefumed the hoftile charafter of a 'Barbarian. 
The vineyards and fruitful fields, between 
the rapid Marfyas and the winding Maean^ 
der (23), were confumed with fire ; the de- 
caved walls of the cities crumbled into duft, 

at 

(11 ) A copious and circumfiantial narrative (which he might 
have refcrved for more important events) is beflowed by Zodniut 
(1. V. p. .;04 — 31a.) on the revoh of Tribigild and Gainas. See 
likewiie Socrates, 1. vi. c. 6. and Sozomen, I. viii. c. 4. The 
I'ecQpd book of Claudian againil Eutropius, is a fine, though im- 
pcrfedt, piece of hiftory. x^ 

(2a) Claudian (in Eutrop. 1. ii. 237 — a? o.) very accurately ob- 
. ferves, that the ancient name and nation of the Phrygians extended 
very far on every fide, till their limits were contracted by the co- 
]onie\.of the Eithynians of Thrace, of th« Greeks, and at laft of 
the Gauls.* His defcription (ii. 457 — 272.) of the fertility of 
Vhrygia, and of the four rivers that produce gold, is juft and pidu- 
refque. 

(13) Xenophon. Anabafis, 1. i. p. ir, la. edit. Hutchinfon. 
Strabo, 1. xii. p. 865. edit. Amftel. Q^ Curt. 1. iii. c. I. Clau- 
dian compares the junction of the Marfyas and Maeander to that of 
the Saone and the Rh6ne; with this difference, however, that the 
fmaller of the Phrygian rivers ii not accelerated, but retarded, by 
$he larger. 
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at the firft ilroke of an enemy ; the trem- 
bling inhabitants efcaped from a bloody maf- 
facre to the fliores of the Hellefpont ; and a 
confiderable part of Afia Minor was defo- 
latcd by the rebellion of Tribigild. His ra- 
pid progrefs was checked by the refiftance 
of the peafants of Pamphylia ; and the Of- 
trogoths, attacked in a narrow pafs, between 
the city of Selgae (24), a deep morafs, and 
the craggy cliffs of Mount Taurus, were 
defeated with the lofs of their braveft troops. 
But the fpirit of their chief was not daunted 
by misfortune ; and his army was continu- 
ally recruited by fwarms of Barbarians and 
outlaws, who were defirous of exercifing the 
profeffion of robbery, under the more ho- 
nourable names of war and conqueft. The 
rumours of the fuccefs of Tribigild might 
for fome time be fuppreffed by fear, or dif- 
guifed by flattery ; yet they gradually alarmed 
both the coutt and the capital. Every mif- 
fortune was exaggerated in dark and doubt- 
ful hints ; and Uie future defigns of the re- 
bels became the fubjeft of anxious conjec- 
ture. Whether Tribigild advanced into the 
inland country, the Romans were inclined 
to fuppofe that he meditated the paflage of 
Mount Taurus, and the invafion of S]^a. 
If he defcended towards the fea, they im- 
puted, and perhaps fuggefted, to the Gothic 
chief, the more dangerous projeft of arming 
a fleet in the harbours pf lonia^ and of ex- 
tending his depredations along the mari- 

time 

(24) Sel^x, a colony of the LacedaBtnonians, had formerly 
Bumbered twenty thoufanJ citizens; but m the age of Zoiimut it 
was reduced to a «roXixv9» or Ixnaii town. See Cellarius, Geograph. 
Antiq. torn, ii* p* 117. 
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time coaft, from the mouth of the Nile to 
the port of Conftantinople. The approach 
of danger, and the obftinacy of Tribigild, 
who refiifed all terms of accommodation^ 
compelled Eutropius to fummon a council 
of war (25). After claiming for himfelf the 
privilege of a veteran foldier, the eunuch 
entnifted the ^ard of Thrace and theHel- 
lefpont to Gainas the Goth; and the com« 
mand of the Afiatic army to his favourite 
Leo ; two generals^ who differently, but ef- 
fedually, promoted the caufe of die rebels. 
Leo (26) who, from the bulk of his body, 
and the dulnefs of his mind, was fumamed 
the Ajax of the Eaft, had deferted his ori- 
ginal trade of a woolcomber, to exerdfe, 
with much lefi Hull and fuccefs, the military 
profeilion : and his uncertain operations 
were capricioufly framed and executed, with 
an ignorance of real difficulties, and a timo- 
rous negle& ai^ every favourable opportu- 
nity. 'Hie raflinels of the Oftrogoths had 
drawn them into a difadvantageous poiition 
between the rivers Melas and Eurymedon, 
where they were almoft befieged by the pea- 
fants of Pamphylia 5 but the arrival of an 
Imperial army» inftead of completing thdr 
deftruftion, afforded the means of fafety and 
viftory. Tribigild furprifcd the unguarded 

camp 

(aj) The council of Eutropius, in Claudian, may be com|>are4 
to that of Domitian in the fourth fatirc of Juvenal. The principal 
members of the former were, juvcncs prctcrvi bfcivique fenes ; one 
of them had been a cook, a fccond a woolcomber. The language 
of their original profeffion expofcs their affumed dignity ; and their 
triflinp; converfation about tra;;edics, dancers, &c. is. madc.ftill 
more ridiculous by the importuucc of tho debate. 

(26) Claudian (1. ii. ^^yf: — 461.) has branded him with infamy; 
. ai)d /.ofiiiius, in more tcniperatc km^uage, confirm^ his {•c^iroachcs. 
X*. V. p z-S' 
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camp of the Romans, in the darknefs of the 
zii^ht; feduced the faith of the greater part 
or the Barbarian auxiliaries, and diilipated, 
without much effort, the troops, whidi had 
been corrupted by lie relaxation of difci- 
j)line, and the luxury of the capital. The 
difcontent of Gainas, who had fo boldly 
contrived' and executed the death of Rufi- 
nus, was irritated by the fortune of his un- 
ivorthy jfucceffor ; he accufed his own diiho- 
nourable patience under the fervile reign of 
an eunucn; and the ambitious Goth was 
convicted, at leaft in the public opinion, of 
fecretly fomenting the revoit of Tribigild, 
with whom he was connefted by a domeftic^ 
as well as by a national alliance (27). When 
Gainas paffed the Hdlefpont, to unite under 
his fiandard the remains of the Afiatic troops, 
he Ikilfully adapted his motions to the wiflies 
of the Oftrogoths; abandoning, by his re- 
treat, the country which they defired to in- 
vade; or facilitating, by his approach, the 
defertion of the Barbarian auxiliaries. To 
the Imperial court he repeatedly magnified 
the valour, the genius, the ine^auftible re- 
sources of Tribigild ; confeffed his own ina- 
bility to profecute the warj and extorted ,, 
the permimon of negpciating with his in- 
viijcible adveriary. The conditions of peace 
were didated by the haughty rebel ; and the 
peremptory demand of the head of Eutro- 
pius, revealed the author and the defign of 
this hoftile confpiracy. 

The 

(27) The eonfiiracy of Gaunas and Tribigild, which is a^tefted 
t^y the Greek hiftorian, had not reached the ears of Claudian, who 
attributes the revolt of the Oilrog;oth to his own martial ipirit, 
and the advice of his wife. 
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PtUof Ett- The bold fatirift, who has indulged his 
^^^"•^ difcontcnt by the partial and paffionate cen- 
fure of the Chriftian eraperoi^j violates the 
dignity, rather than the truths of hiftory, 
by comparing the fon of Theodofius to one 
of thofe harmlefs and iimple animals, who 
fcarccly feel that they are the property of 
their fliepherd. Two paffions, however, 
fear and conjugal affe&ion, awakened the 
languid foul ot Arcadius : he was terrified 
by the threats of a vidorious Barbarian ; 
nnd he yielded to the tender eloquence of 
liis wife Eudoxia, who, with a flood of ar- 
tificial tears, prefenting her infant children to 
their father, implored his luftice for fomc 
aeal or imaginary infult, which fhe imputed 
to the audacious eunuch (28). The empe- 
ror's hand was directed to fign the condem- 
nation of Eutropius ; the magic fpell, which 
during four years had bound the prince and 
the people, was inftantly diffolved ; and the 
acclamations, that fo lately hailed tiie merit 
and fortune of the favourit?, were converted 
into the clamours of the foldiers and people, 
who, reproached feis crimes^ and prened his 
immediate execution. Jn tliis hour of diftrefs 
and defpair, his only refuge was in the fanc- 
tuary of the cjiurch, whoiS privileges he had 
•ivifely, or profanely? attempted to circum- 
fcribe ; and the mbft eloquent of the faints, 
John Chryfoftom, enjoyed the triumph of 
protefting a proftrate minifter, whofe choice 
nad raifed him to the ecclefiaftical throne of 

Con- 

(»8)This anecdote, which Philoftorgius alone has preferred (I. xf. 
c. 6.- and Gothofred. DifTertat. p. 451 — ^456), is curioas and im- 
portant ; fince it conncifts the revplt of the Qoths with the fecret 
antrigttct of fhc palace. 
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Conftantinople. The archbifhop, afcending 
tJie pulpit of the cathedral, that he might be 
<diftinaiy feen and heard by an innumerable 
crowd of either fex and of every age, pro- 
nounced a feafonable and pathetic difcourfe 
on the forgivenefs of injuries, and the in- 
llability of human greatnefs. The agonies of 
the pale and affrighted wretch, who lay gro- 
veling under the table of the altar, exhibited 
a folemn and inftruclive fpeftacle ; and the 
orator, who was afterwards accufed of in- 
fulting the misfortunes of Eutropius, labbured 
to excite the contempt, that he might af- 
fuage the fury of the people (29). The pow- 
crs of humanity, of fuperftition, and of 
eloquence prevailed. The emprefs Eudoxia 
ivas reftrained, by her own prejudices, or 
by thofe of her fubjefts, from violating the 
fan6hiary of the church j and Eutropius was 
tempted to capitulate, by the milder arts of 
permafion, and by an oath, that hi$ life 
fliould be fpared (30). Carelefs of the dig- 
dity of their fovereign, the new minifters of 
the palace immediately publifhed an edict, to 

declare, 

(29) See the Homily of Chryfoftoxn, torn. iii. p. 381 — 386. o£ 
which the exordium is particularly beautiful. Socrates, L vi. c, 
5. Sozomen, 1. viii. c. 7. Montfacon (in his Life of Chryfof- 
tom, torn. xiii. p. 135.) too baftily fuppofes that Tribigild was 
mffr oily in Conftantinople ; and that he commanded the ibldieri 
who were ordered to feize Eutropius. Even Claudian, a Pagan 
po«t (Praefat. ad 1. ii. in Eutrop. %y)i has mentioned the flight of 
the eunuch to the fanAuary. 

Suppliciterque pias humilis proftratus ad aras 
Mitigat iratas voce tremente nurus. . 

(30) Chryfoftom, in another homily (torn. iii. p. 386), eflcifts 
to declare, thiit Eutropius would not have been taken, had he not 
deferted the church. Zofimus (1. v. p. 313), on the contrary, 
pretends, that his enemies forced him (f|«^w«ra»Ti? avrw) from the 
fandhiary. Yet the promife is an evidence of fome treaty ; and 
the ftrong aflurance of Claudian (Prxht, ad 1. ii. 46}, 

Sed tamen exemplo non feriere tuo, 
may be confidered tt an evidence of fome proxhife. 
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declare, that his late fiaivourite had difgraced 
the names of conful and patrician, to abo- 
lifh his fiatues, to confifcate his wealth, and 
to inflict a perpetual exile in the ifland of 
Cyprus (31). A defpicable and decrepid eu- 
nuch could no longer alarm the fears of his 
enemies ; nor was he • capable of enjoying 
what yet remained, the comforts of peace, 
of folitude, and of a happy climate. But 
their implacable revenue ftiU envied him the' 
laft moments of a milerable life, and Eutro- 
pius had no fooner touched die (bores of 
Cyprus, than he was haftily recalled. The 
vain hope of eluding, by a change of place, 
the obligation of an oath, engaged the em- 
prefs to transfer the fccne of his trial and 
execution, from Conftantinople to the adj€(- 
cent fuburb of Chalcedon. The conful Au- 
relian pronounced the fentence j and the 
motives of that fentence expofe the jurif- 
prudence of a defpottc governments The 
crimes which Eutropius had committed 
againft the people, might hive juftified his 
death ; but he was found guilty of harneff- 
ing to his chariot the facred animals, who, 
from their breed, or colour, were refcrved 
for the ufe of the emperor alone (3*2). " 
«<»fpiracy While this domeftic revolution was tranf- 
andfioiof aAed, Gainas (33) openly revolted from his 
iTVoo. allegiance; 



(31) Cod. Theod. 1. ix. tit. i!. leg. 14. The date of that 
law (Jan. 17, A. D. 399.) is erroneous and corrupt; fince the fall 
of Eutropius could not happen till the autumn of the lame year. 
See Tillemont, Hift. des Empercurs, torn. v. p. 780. 

(32) Zofimiis, 1. V. p. 313. Philoftorgius, 1. xa. c. 6. 

(33) Zoiimus (1. ▼. p. 3M— -3*3). Socrates (L vi. c. 4), 
Sozomen (1. viii. c. 4), andTheodoret (L v. c. 31, 33), repre- 
feat, though with fome various cirsun^ances, the confpinic^, 
defeat, and death of Crainas. 
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allegiance ; united hig forces, at Thyatira in 
Lydia, with thofe of Tribigild ; and ftill 
maintained his fuperior afcendant over the 
rebellious leader of the Oftrogoths. The 
confederate armies advanced, without refift- 
ance, to the Streights of the Hellefpont, and 
the Bofphonis ; and Arcadius was inftnidied 
to prevent the lofs of his Afiatic dominions, 
by refignin^ his authority and his perfon to 
the faith of the Barbarians. The church of 
the holy martyr Euphemia, fituate on a 
lofty eminence near Chalcedon (34), was 
chofen for the place of the interview. Gainas 
bowed, with reverence, at the feet of the 
emperor, whilft he required the facrifice of 
Aurdian and Saturninus, two minifters of • 
confular rank ; and their naked necks were 
cxpofed, by the haughty rebel, to the edge 
t>f the fword, till he condefcended to grant 
them a precarious and difgraceful refpite. 
The Goths, according to the terms of the a- 
ereement, were immediately iranfported 
from Alia into Europe ; and their viftorious 
chief, who accepted the title of mafter-ge- 
, neral of the Roman armies, foon filled Con- 
flantinople with his troops, and diftributcd 
among his dependents, the honours and re- 
^wards of the empire. In his early youth, 
Gainas has paffed the Danube as a fuppliant, 
and a fugitive : his elevation had been the 
work of valour and fortune; and his indif- 
creet, or perfidious condud, was the caufe of 

his 

(34) Ocruit Ev^tifjua^ fjM^^iw^ is the expreflkm of Zofimua him- 
felf (1. ▼. 3 14.X ^^0 inadTcitently ufes the faihionable language 
of the Chi^iflians. Evagrius defcribes (L ix. c. j.) the fituation, 
architedurc, relics, and miracles of that celebrated church, in 
irhich the general council of Chalcedon waa afterwards held. 
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his rapid downfal. Notwithftanding the vi« 
gorous oppofition of the archbiihop, he im- 
portunately claimed, for his Arian fe^buies, 
the pofleifion of a peculiar church ; and the 
pride of the catholics was offended by the 
public toleration of herefy (35). Every 
quarter of Conftantinople was fiUed with tu- 
mult and diforder ; and the Barbarians gazed 
with fuch ardour on the rich (hops of the 
jewellers, and the tables of the bankers, 
which were covered with gold and filver, 
that it was judged prudent to remove thofe 
dangerous temptations from their fight. 
They refcnted the injurious precaution ; and 
fome alarming attempts were made, during 
the night, to attack and deftroy with fire the 
Imperial palace (^6). In this ftate of mutual 
July 20. ^j^^ fufpicious hoftility, the guards, and the 
people of Conftantinople, fliut the gates, and 
rofe in arms to prevent, or to punifh, the 
confpiracy of the Goths. During the abfence 
of Gainas, his troops were furprifed and op- 
prefled; feven thoufand Barbarians periftied 
in this bloody maffacre. In the fiiry of the 
purfuit, the catholics uncovered the roof, 
and continued to throw down flaming logs 
of wood, till they overwhelmed their adVcr- 
faries, who had retreated to the church or 
conventicle of the Arians. Gainas was either 

innocent 

(35) The pjous remon(lrance§ ofChryfoftoin, v^hich do not appear in 
his own writings, arc ftrongly urged by Theodorct; but his infinu- 
ation, that they were fnccefsfui, is difprovcd by fa<Sts. Tillcmont 
/Hift. dcs Empereurs, torn. v. ^83) has difcovcrcd^ that the em- 
peror, to fatisfy the rapacious demands of Gainas, was obliged to 
melt the plate cf the church of the Apoflles. 

(36) The ecchfiaftical hiftorians, who fometimes guide, and 
fometimes follow, the public opinion, moft confidently afiert, that 
the palace of Conftantinople. was guarded by legions of angels. 
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innocent of the defign, or too confident of 
his fuccefs : he was aftoniflied by the intelli- 
gence, that the flower of his army had been 
inglorioufly deftroyed; that he himfelf was 
declared a public enemy; and that his country- 
nxan, Fravitta, a brave and loyal confederate, 
had aflumed the management of the war by 
fea and land. The enterprifes of the rebel, 
againft the cities of Thrace, were encoun- 
tered by a firm and well-ordered defence : 
his hungry foldiers, were foon reduced to the 

frafs that grew on the margin of the forti- 
cations ; and Gainas, who vainly regretted 
the wealth and luxury of Afia, embraced a 
defperate refolution of forcing the paflage of 
the Hellefpont. He was deftitute of vdlels ; 
but the woods of the Cherfonefus afforded 
materials for rafts, and his intrepid Barbari- 
ans did not refufe to trufl themfelves to the 
waves. But Fravitta attentively watched j^^^^^^^^ 
the progrefs of their undertaking. As foon 23. 
as they had gained the middle of the ftream, - 
the Roman gallies (37), impelled by the full 
force, of oars, of the current, and of a fa- 
vourable wind, ruflied forwards in compaft 
order, and with irrefiftible weight ; and the 
Hellefpont was covered with the fragments 
of the Gothic Ihipwreck. After the deftruc- 
tion of his hopes, and the lofs of many thou- 
I'ands of his braveft foldiers, Gainas, who 
Vol. V. B b could 

(37) Zofimus (1. y. p. 319.) mentions thcfc gallies by the name 
of Ltburniant^ and obfcrves, that they were as ^ift (without ex- 
plaining the difference between them) as the yeifels with fifty oars; 
but that they were far inferior in fpeed to the triremesy which had 
been long difuied. Yet he reafonably concludes, from the tefti- 
niony of Polybius, that gallies of a fiill greater iize had been con- 
ftruded in the Punic wars. Since the cftablifliment of the Roman 
empire oyer the Mediterranean, the ufelefs art of building large 
in^Ips of war had probably been negleded, and at length forgotten. 
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could no longer afpire to govern, or to fub- 
due, the Romans, determined to refume 
the independence of a favage life. A' light 
and aftivc body of Barbarian horfe, dilen- 
gaged from their infantry and baggage might 
perform, in eight or ten days, a march of 
three hundred miles from the Hellefpont to 
the Danube (38), the garrifons of that im- 
portant frontier had been gradually annihi- 
lated ; the river, in the month of December, 
would be deq)ly frozen ; and the unbounded 
profpeft of Scythia was open to the am- 
bition of Gainas. ITiis defign was fecretly 
communicated to the national troops, who 
devoted themfelves to the fortunes of their 
leader; and before the fignal of departure was 
given, a great number of provincial auxiliaries, 
whom he fufpefted of an attachment to their 
native country, were perfidioufly maflacred. 
The Goths advanced, by rapid marcTies, 
• through the plains of Thrace; and they 

were foon delivered from the fear of a pur- 
fuit, by the vanity of Fravitta, who, ihftead 
of extinguifhing the war, haftened to enjoy 
the popular applaufe, and to ^ffume the 
peaceful honours of the confulihip. But a 
formidable ally appeared in arms to vindicate 
the majefty of the empire, and to guard the 
peace and liberty of Scythia (39). The fu- 

perior 

(38) ChifliuU (Travels, p, 6i — 63. 7a — 76.) proceeded from 
Gailipoli, through Hadrianople, to tl^e Danube, in about ffteen 
days. He was in the train of an Engliih ambaiTador, whofe bag- 
gage confifted of fcventy-one waggons. That learned traveller 
has the merit of tracing a curious and unfrequented route. ' 

(39) '^^6 narrative of Zofimus, who a&ually leads Gainas be- 
yond the Danube, muft be correded by the teftimony of Socrates, 
and Sozomen, that he was killed in Tbraa ; and by the precife 

and 
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perior forces of Uldin, king of the Huns, 
oppofed the progrefs of Gainas ; an hoftile 
and ruined country prohibited his retreat; 
he difdained to capitulate ; and after repeat- 
edly attempting to cut his way through the 
ranks of the enemy, he was flain, with his 
defperate followers, in the field of battle. 
Eleven days after the naval vidory of thcA. D.401, 
Hellefpont, the head of Gainas, the inefti-Jan««7 3- 
mable gift of the conqueror, was received 
at Conuantinople with the moft liberal ex« 
preflions of gratitude; and the public deli- 
verance was celebrated by feftivals and illu- 
minations. The triumphs of Arcadius be- 
came the fubjed of epic poems (40) ; and 
the monarch, no longer oppreffed by any 
hofiile terrors, refigned himfelf to the mild 
and abfolute dominion of his wife, the fair 
and artful Eudoxia; who has fullied her 
fame by the perfecution of St. John Chry- 
foftom. 

After the death of the indolent Neftarius,E|^^jon 
the fucccffor of Gregory Nazianzen, the and merit 
church of Conftantinople was diftrafted by^^^y^! 
the ambition of rival candidates, who were 398,* Fe- 
not afhamed to folicit, with gold or flattery, ^^"'^y *^- 
the fuffrage of the people, or of the favourite. 
On this occafion, Eutropius feems to have 
deviated from his ordinary maxims; and 
B b 2 his 

and autheatic dates of the Alexandrian, or Pafchal, Chronicle, 
p. 307. The naval vidory of the Hellefpont is fixed to the month 
Apellxus, the tenth of the calends of January (Dccemher 23.) ; 
the head of Gainas was brought to Conftantinople the third of the 
nones of January (January 3.), in the month Audynseus. 

(40) Eufebitts Scholafticu^ acquired much fame by his poem on the 
Gothic war, in which he had ferved. Near forty years after- 
wards, Ammonius recited another poem on the fame fubjedt, in 
the prcfence of the emperor Theodoiius. See Socrates, 1. vi. c. 6. 
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his uncomiptcd judgment was determined 
only by the fupenor merit of a ftranger. In 
a late journey into the Eaft, he had admired 
the fermons of John, a native and prefbyter 
of Antioch, whofe name has been diftin- 
guifhed by the epithet of Chryfoftom, or 
the Golden Mouth (41). A private order 
was difpatched to the governor of Syria ; 
and as the people might be unwilling to re- 
fign their favourite preacher, he was tranf- 
ported, with fpeed and fecrecy, in a poft- 
chariot, from Antioch to Conftantinople. 
The unanimous and unfolicited confent of 
the court, the clergy, and the people, ratified 
the choice of the minifter; and, both as a 
faint, and as an orator, the new archbifhop 
furpafled the fanguine expedations of the 
public. Bom of a noble and opulent femily, 
m the capital of Syria, Chryfoftom had 
been educated, by the care of a tender mo- 
ther, under the tuition of the moftfkilfiil maf- 
ters. He ftudied the art of rhetoric in the 

fchool 

(41) The fixth 1>ook of Socrates, the eighth of Sesome]i,|and the 
fifth of Theodoret, afford curious and authentic materials for the 
life of John Chryfoftom. Belidet thofo general hiftorians, I have 
taken for my guides the four prin<;^{ial biographety of the faint. 
I. The author of a partial and paflionate vindication of the Arch- 
bifhop of Coaftantinople, compcMfcd in the form of a dialogue, and 
under the name of his zealous partisan, Palladius, bifhop of He- 
ienopolis (Tillemont, Mem. Ecdef. tom.xi. p. 500 — 533.). It is 
inferted among the works of Chryfoflom, tom. ziii. p. 1—90. edit. 
MontfaucoB. 1. The moderate Erafmus (tom. iii. epiSt. jccl. p. 
1 33 1 — 1347. edit. l>ugd. Bat.). His viyacity and good fenfe were 
hit own; his errors, in the cultivated fUte of ecdeHafBcal anti- 
quity, were almoft inevitable. 3. The learned Tillemont (Mem. 
Ecdcfiaftiques, tom. xi. p. 1— 40J. 547—6:^6, &c &c:); who 
conipiles the Uwcs of the faints with incredible patience, and religi- 
ous accuracy. He has minutely fearched the voluminous works of 
Chryfoflom himfelf.' 4. Father Montfaucon; who has perufed 
thofe works with the curious diligence of an editor, difcovered 
fcveral new homilies, and again reviewed and compofed the life 
of Chryfoftom (Opera Chryfoftoau torn. xiii. p. 9i*-i77-)* 
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fchool of Libanlus ; and that celebrated 
fbphift, who foon difcovcred the talents of 
his difciple, ingenuoufly confeffed, that 
John would have deferved to fucceed him, 
had he not been ftolen away by the Chriftians. 
His piety foon difpofed him to receive the 
facrament of baptifm^ to renounce the lu- 
crative and honourable profeffion of the law; 
and to bury himfelf in the adjacent defert, ' 
where he fubdued the lulls of the flelh by 
an auftere pennance of fix years. Hisi in- 
firmities compelled him to return to the fo- 
ciety of mankind j and the authority of 
Meletius devoted his talents to the fervice of 
the church: but in the midft of his family, 
and afterwards on the archiepifcopal throne, 
Chryfoftom ftill perfevered in the praftice of 
the monaftic virtues. The ample revenues, 
which his predeceflbrs^ had confumed in 
pomp and luxury, he diligently applied to 
the eftablifhment of hofpitals; and the mul- 
titudes, who were fupported by his charity, 
preferred the eloquent and edifying difcourfeg 
of their archbifhop, to the amufements of 
the theatre, or the circus. The monuments 
of that eloquence, which was admired near 
twenty years at Antioch and Conftantinople, 
have been carefully preferved ; and the pof- 
feflion of near one thoufand fermons, or 
homilies, has authorifed the critics (42) of 
fucceeding times to appreciate the genuine 
merit of Chryfoftom. They unanimoufly 

attribute 

(42) As I am almoji a ftranger to the voluminous fermons of 
Chryfoftom, I hare given my confidence to the two moft judicious 
and moderate of the ecclefiaftical cjritics, Erafmu- ftom. iii. p. 
1544.), and Dupin (Bibllotheque Ecclefiaftique < • .*. •'" p. 7^.) • 
yet the good tafte of the former is fometnres vitiatcu cy an cxcef- 
ikvt love of antiquity; and the good fenfc of the latter ia.alwaya 
feftrained by prudential confiderations. 
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attribute to the Chriftian orator^ the free 
command of an elegant and copious lan- 
guage ; the iudgment to conceal the advan- 
tages which he derived from the knowledge 
of riietoric and philofophy ; an inexhauftible 
fund of metaphors and uniilitudes, of ideas 
and images, to vary and illuftrate the moft 
familiar topics; the happy art of engaging the 
paifions in the fervice of virtue ; and of ex- 
pofing the folly, as well as the turpitude, of 
vice, almoft with the truth and fpirit of a 
. dramatic reprefentation. 
niftmion The paftoral labours of the archbifliop of 
widdefcaf,Conftantxnople provoked and gradually 
tl^J^^ united againft him, two forts of enemies ; 
the afpiring clergy, who envied his fuccels, 
and the obftinate unners, who were offended 
by his reproofs. When Chryfoftom thun- 
dered, from the pulpit of St. Sophia, againft 
the degeneracy of the Chriftians, his ihafts 
were fpent among the crowd, without 
wounding, or even marking, the charafter 
of any individual. When he declaimed 
againft the peculiar vices of the rich, poverty 
might obtain a tranfient confolation from 
his inveftivcs : but the guilty were ftill flielt- 
tered by their numbers; and the reproach 
itfelf was dignified by fome ideas of fuperi- 
ority, and enjoyment. But as the pyramid 
rofe towards the fummit, it infenfibly dimi- 
nifhed to a point; and the magiftrates, the 
minifters, the favourite eunuchs, the ladies 
jof the court (43), the emprejts Eudoxia her- 

felf, 

(43) Tlic^ females of Conftantinople diilinguiihed themfelyes hjr 
iheir enmity •r their attachment to Chryfoftom. Tkree noble and 
fiyvleat widows, Marj[3, jpAftncia^ and Bugraphiaj were the 

leaden 
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felf, had a much larger fliare of guilt, 
to divifie among a fmaller proportion ofcri- 
miuals. The perfonal applications of the 
audience were anticipated, or confirmed, by 
the tcftimony of their own confcience ; and 
the intrepid preacher affumed the dangerous 
right of expofing both the offence, and the 
oflFender, to the public abhorrence. The fe- 
cret refentment of the court encouraged the 
difcontent of the clergy and monks of Con- 
ftantinople, who were too haftily reformed 
by the fervent zeal of their archbifliop. He 
had condemned, from the pulpit, the do- 
meitic females of the clergy of Conftantino- 
ple, who, under the name of fervants, or 
fitters, afforded a perpetual occafion either of 
fin, or of fcandal. The filent and folitary 
afcetics, who had fecluded themfelves from 
the world, were intitled to the warmeft ap- 
probation of Chryfoftom ; but he defpifed 
and ftigmatifed, as the difgrace of their 
holy profelfion, the crowd of degenerate 
monks, who from fome unworthy motives 
of pledure or profit, fo frequently infefted 
the ftreets of the capital. To the voice of 
perfuafion, the archbifliop was obliged to add 
the terrors of authority ; and his ardour, in 
the exercifeof ecclefiaftical jurifdiftion, was 
not always exempt from paflion; nor was 
it always guided by prudence. Chryfoftom 

was 

leaders of the perfccution (Paflad. Dialog, torn. xiii. p. 14.). It was 
impoffible that they ihould forgive a preacher, who reproached their 
affedation to conceal, by the ornaments of drefi , their age and ug- 
linefs (Pallad. p. 27.'). Olympias, by equal zeal, difplayed in a 
more pi«u8 csufe, has ebtained^the title of £unt. See Tillemont, 
Mem. Ecdef. torn. xi. 416—440. 
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was naturally of a choleric difpofition (44)- 
Although he ftruggled according to the pre- 
cepts of the gofpel, to love his private ene- 
mies, he indulged himfelf in the privilege of 
hating the enemies of God, and the church ; 
and his fentiments were fometimes delivered 
with too much energy of countenance and 
expreffion. He ftill maintained, from feme 
confiderations of health, or abftinence, his 
former habits of taking his repafts alone ; 
and this inhofpitable cuftom (45), which his 
enemies imputed to pride, contributed, at 
leaft, to nourifh the infirmity of a morofe 
and unfocial humour. Separated from that 
familiar intercourfe, which facilitates the 
knowledge and • the difpatch of bufinefs, he 
repofed an unfufpefting confidence in his 
deacon Serapion; and feldom applied his 
fpcculative knowledge of human nature to 
the particular characters, either of his de- 
pendents, or of his equals. Confcious of 
the purity of his intentions, and perhaps of 
the fuperiority of his genius, the archbilhop 
of Conftantinople extended tlie jurifdiftion 
of the Imperial city, that he might enlarge 
the fphere of his paftoral labours; and the 
conduft which the profane imputed to an 

ambitious 

(44) Sozomen, and more ef^ecially Socrates, have defined the 
fcal charader of Chryfoftom with a temperate and impartial free- 
dom, very offenfive to his blind admirers. Thofe hiflorians lived 
in the next generation, when party violence was abated, and had 
converfcd with many perfons intimately acquainted with the vis- 
tues and imperfejdlions of the faint. 

(45^ Palladius (torn, xiii. p. 40, &c.) very ferioufly defends the 
archbilhop. i . He never tafted wine. a. " 1 he weaknefs of his 
ilomach required a peculiar diet. 3 . Bufmefs or (ludy, br devotion, 
often kept him failing till fun-fet» 4.Hedetefted the noife and 
levity of great dinners. 5. He faved the expence fi»r the ufe of tke 
poor. 6. He was apprchcnfire, in a capital like Conftantinople, 
pf the envy and reproach of partial invitations. 
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ambitious motive, appeared to Chryfoftom 
himfelf in the light of a facred and indifpen-\ 
fable duty. In his vifitation through the 
Afiatic provinces, he depofed thirteen biihops 
of Lydia and Phrygia ; and indifcreetly de- 
clared, that a deep corruption of fimony and 
licentioufnefs had infefted the whole epifco- 
pal order (46). If thofe bifhops were inno- 
cent, fuch a rafh and unjuil condemnation 
muft excite a well-grounded difcontent. If 
they were guilty, the numerous affociates of 
their guilt would foon difcover, that their 
own mety depended on the ruin of the arch- 
bifliop; whom they ftudied to reprefent as 
the tyrant of the Eaftem church. 

This ecclefiaftical confpiracy was managedchryfoftom 
by Theophilus(47), archbifliop of Alexandria, "^p^^^*^"'* 
an active and ambitious prelate, who difplayedemprdkEu- 
thc fruits of rapine in monuments of often- j^^> 
tation. His national diflike to the rifing ' * ^^^^ 
greatnefs of a city, which degraded him 
from the fecond, to the diirdrank, in the 
Chriftian world, was exafperated by fome 
perfonal difputcs with Chryfoftom himfelf 
(48). By the private invitation of the em- 
prefs, Theophilus landed at Conftantinople, 
with a ftout body of Egyptian mariners, to 
encounter the populace-j and a train of de- 
pendent biihops, to fccure, by their voices, 

the 

(46) Chryfoftom declares his free opinion (torn. ix. hom. iii. in 
A^. Apoftol. p. ap.), that the number of biihops, vfho might be 
faved, bore a very fmall proportion to thofe who would be damned. 

(47) See Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. xi. p. 44 1 — ^jroo. 

(48<) I have purpofely omitted the controverfy whif:H strctc 
among th« monks of Egypt, concerning Origenifm and Antropo- 
morphifm; the diiEmulation and violence of Theophilus ; his art- 
ful management of the fimplicity of Epiphanus; the perfecution 
^d flight of the /ong-, or tall, brothers ; the ambiguous fuppert 
iprhich they receiYe4 at Cooftantinople from Chryfoftom, &.q» &gf 
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the majority of 'a fynod. The fynod(49) 
was convened in the fuburb of Chalcedon, 
furnamed the Oak^ where Rufinus had enefted 
a ftately church and monaftery; and their 
proceedings were continued during fourteen 
days, or leflions. A bijQiop and a deacon 
accufed the archbilhop of Conftantinople ; 
but the frivolous or improbable nature of 
the forty-feven articles which they prefented 
againft him, mayjuftly be confidered as a 
fair and unexceptionable panegyric. Four 
fucceffive fummons were fignified to Gbry- 
foftom ; but he ftill refufed to truft either his 
perfon, or his reputation, in the hands of his 
implacable enemies, who prudently declin- 
ing the examination of any particular 
charges, condemned his contumacious dif- 
obedience, and haftily pronounced afentence 
of depofition. The fynod of the Oak imme- 
diately addreffed the emperor to ratify and 
execute their judgment, and charitably infi- 
nuated, that tiie penalties of treafon might 
be inflifted on the audacious preacher, who 
had reviled, under the name of Jezabel, the 
emprefs Eudoxia herfelf. The archbiihop 
was rudely arrefted, and condufted through 
the city, by ofle of the Imperial meffengers, 
who landed him, after a fhort navigation, 
near the entrance of the Euxinej from 
whence, before the expiration of two days, 
he was glorioufly recalled. 

The 

(49^ Photiu8(p.^3<--6o.) has preferved the original a<fts of the 
fynod of the Oak; 'which deftroyedthe falfe aifertioOy that Chry- 
foilom was condemned by no mor« than thirty-fix biihops, of 
whomTtwenty-ninc were Egyptian!. Forty-five biihops fubfcribed 
bis (entence. See Tillemont, Mem. Ecdef. torn, it, p. 595. 
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The firft aftoniihment of his faithful people ^^P^j**^ 
had been mute and paffive; they fuddenlySJ^A^nti^ 
rofe with unanimous and irrefiftible fury.nopic- 
Theophilus efcaped ; but the promifcuous ^ 
crowd of monks and Egyptian mariners was 
flaughtered without pity in the ftreets of 
Conftantinople (50). A feafonable earth- 
quake juftified the interpofition of heaven ; 
die torrent of fedition rolled forwards to the 
gates of the palace; and the emprefs, agi- 
tated by fear, or remorfe, threw himfelf at 
the feet of Arcadius, and confeffed, that the 
public fafety could be purchafed only by the 
reftoration of Chryfoftom. The Bofphorus 
was covered with innumerable veffels; the 
fliores of Europe and Alia were profufely 
illuminated; and the acclamations of a vic- 
torious people accompanied from the port 
to the cathedral, the triumph of the arch- 
bilhop; who, too eafily, confented to re- 
fume the exercife of his fun<9ions before his 
fentence had been legally reverfed by the 
authority of an ecclefiaftical fynod. Igno- 
rant, or carelefs, of the impending danger, 
Chryfoftom indulged his zeal, or perhaps 
his refentment ; declaimed with peculiar af- 
perity againft female vices ; and condemned 
the profane honours which were addreffed, 
almoft in the precinfts of St. Sophia, to the 
ftatue of the emprefs. His imprudence 

tempted 

(50) PalUdiut bwnt (p. 30.)» that if iJie people of Conftantuiople 
had found Theophilut, diey would certainly have thrown hi|n into 
t^elea. Socrates mentions (1. vi. c. 17.) a battle between the mob 
andthefailorsof Alexandria, in which many wounds were giyen, 
and fome Utcs were loft. The mafiacre of the monks is obferred 
only by the Pagan Zofimus (1. ▼. p. '^%A>\ who acknowledges that 
Chryfoftom had a lingular talent to lead the itfiteratc multitnd^, «f 
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tempted his enemies to inflame the haughty 
fpint of Eudoxia, by reporting, or perhaps 
inventing, the famous exordium of a fer- 
mon. " Herodias is again furious ; Hero- 
** dias again dances ; Ihe once more requires 
** the head of John :" an infolent allu- 
fion, which, as a woman and a fovereign, 
it was impoflible for her to forgive (51)* The 
ihort interval of a perfidious truce was em- 
ployed to concert more effeftual meafures 
for the difgrace and ruin of the archbiibop. 
A numerous council of the Eaftern prelates, 
who were guided from a diftance by the ad- 
vice of Theophilus, confirmed the validity, 
without examining the juftice, of the former 
fentence; and a detachment of Barbarian 
troops was introduced into the city, to fup- 
prefs the emotions of the people. On the 
vigil of Eafter, the folemn adminiftration of 
baptifm was rudely interrupted by the fol- 
diers, who alarmed the modcfty of the naked 
cathecumens, and violated, by their prefence, 
the awful mj^leries of the Chriftian worfliip. 
Arfacius occupied the church of St. Sophia, 
and the archiepifcopal throne. The catholics 
retreated to the batlis of Conftantine, and 
lifterwards to the fields ; where they were ftill 
purfued and infulted by the guards, the 
bifliops, and the magiftrates. The fatal day 
of the fecond ai^d fipal exil^ of Cl>ryfofton> 
was marked by the conflagration of the ca- 
thedral, of the fenate-houfe, and of the ad- 
jacent 

(5 1) See Socratet, 1. vi. c. iS» Sozomen, 1. viii. c. 20. Zofimus 
(1* V. p. 324. 327.) mentions, in general terms, his inve^ivei 
againft Eudoxia. The homily, which begins with th^fe famous 
words, is rejeded as fpurious. Montfaucon, torn. xiii. p, 15^, 
Tillemont, Mem. Ecdef. torn. xi. p. 60 j. 
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jacent buildings ; and this calamity was im- 
puted, without proof, but not without pro- 
bability, to the defpair of a perfecuted fac- 
tion (52). 

Cicero might claim fome merit, if his vo- Exile of 
liintary banShment preferved the peace of ^^^^ 
the republic (53); but the fubmiffion ofA.D.404. 
Chryfoftom was the indifpenfablc duty of aJ"^*°- 
Chriftian and a fubjeft. Inftead of liftening 
to his humble prayer, that he might be per- 
mitted to refide at Cyzicus, or Nicomedia, 
the inflexible emprefs afligned for his exile 
the remote and defolate town of Cucufus, 
among the ridges of Mount Taurus, in the 
Lefler Armenia. A fecret hope was enter- 
tained, that the archbifliop might perifli in a 
difficult and dangerous march of feventy 
days in the heat of fummer, through the 
provinces of Alia Minor, where he was con- 
tinually threatened by the hoftile attacks of 
the Ifaurians, and the more implacable fury 
of the monks. Yet Chryfoftom arrived in 
iafety at the place of his confinement ; and 
the three years, which he fpent at Cucufus, 
and the neighbouring town of ArabilTus^ 
were the laft and moft glorious of his life. 
His charafter was confecrated by abfence and 
perfecution ; the faults of his adminiftration 
were no longer remembered; but ^very 
tongue repeated the praifes of his genius 
and virtue: and the refpeftful attention of 

the 

(5 a) We might aaturally exped fuch a charge from Zoiimut 
(1. V. p. 3470 > ^^t '^ '^ remarkable enough, that it (hould be 
coofirmed by Socrates, L ti c. 18. and the Pafchal Chronicle, 
p. 307* 

(53) Hediiplaya thofe fpecious motive» Poft Ee4itum, c. I3» 14.^ 
ifi the language of an orator and a politician. 
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the Chriftian world was fixed on a defert fpot 
among the mountains of Taurus. From 
that iplitude, the archbifhop, whofe afbive 
mind was invigorated by misfortunes, main- 
tained a ftrift and frequent correfpondence 
(54) with the moft difiant provinces ; ex- 
horted the feparate congregation of his faith- 
ful adherents to perfevere in their allegiance ; 
urged the deftrudion of the temples of Phoe- 
nicia, and the extirpation of herefy in the 
ifle of Cyprus; extended his paftond care to 
the miifions of Perfia and Scythia ; negoci- 
ated, by his ambafladors, with the Roman 
pontiff, and the emperor Honorius ; . and 
boldly appealed, from a partial fynod, to the 
fuprcme tribunal of a free and general coun- 
cil. The .mind of the illufirious exile was 
ftill independent; but his captive body was 
expofed to the revenge of the oppreffors, 
who continued to abufe the name and au- 
thority of Arcadius (ss). An order was dif- 
patched for the inftant removal of Chryfof- 
tom to the extreme defert of Pityus; and his 
guards fo faithfully obeyed their cruel in- 

ftruftion^ 

(54) Two hundred and foity-twoof the q>iftles of Chrjfoftom 
arc ftill extant (Opera, torn. iii. p. jaS — 736.). They are ad- 
ircffed to a gr^t variety of perfons, and ftiew a firmneis of mind, 
much fupcrior to that of Cicero in hii exile. The fourteenth 
cpiftle contains a curious narrative of the dangers of his joiu-ney. 

(55) After the exile of Chryfoftom, Theophilus pubiilhed an 
enormous and horrible volume againft him, in which he perpetually 
repeats the po^te expreflions of hoflem humanitatis, facrilegorum 
principem, immundum dsmonem ; he affirms, that John Chjyfof- 
tom had delivered his foul to be adulterated by the Devil ; and 
wilhes that fome farther puniihment, adequate (if poffible) to the 
magnitude of his crim^, may be inflicted on him. St. Jerom, 
at the requeft of his friend Theophilus, tranfiated this edifying per- 
formance from Greek into Latin. See Facundus Hennism.-Pefe)if. 
pro iii Capitul. 1. vi. c. j . publiiked by Sirttond. Opera, torn. 
M P- 595. 596, 597. 
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fttiiftions, that before he reached the fea- 
tfoaftof tibe Euxine, he expired at Comana, His death, 
ittPontils, in the fixtieth year of his age.^-^-'**^* 
The fucteeeding generation acknowledged his **^^"*''^" 
ifmocence and nierit^ The archbifhops of the 
Eaft, ' who might blufli, that their prfcdecef. 
for^ hkd been the enemies of Chryfoftbm, 
were gradually difpofed, by the firmnefs of 
the Roman pontiff, to rcftore the honours of 
that venerable name (56). At the pious fo- 
licitatidn of the clergy and people of Con-HitTcUcs 
ftantinople, his relics, thirty years after his*^P°f^* 
death, were tranfported from their obfqurednopk, 
fepulchre to the royal city (57). The em-A.i>. 43»f 
peror Theodofius advanced to receive them^"*"*'^'*' 
as far as Chalcedon; and, falling proftrate 
on the coffin, implored, in the name of his 
gtdlty parents, Arcadius and Eudoxia, the 
foi'giienefs of the injured faint ^58), ' 

Yfet rfreafonable doubt may be entertained, t^^^*^ 
whether any ftain of hereditary guilt could 1. d^oS! 
be derived from Arcadius to his fucceffor. May i. 
Eifdoxia was a young and beautiful woman, 
who indulged her paffions, and defcifed her 

' hufband: 

/ _ . . <■ . • .- . 

: (55) His name was inferted by his fucccflbr Atticus in the Dyp- 
tics of the church of Conftantinople, A. D. 418. Ten years after- 
wards he was revered as a faint, C;ril,^who inherited the place, 
and the paffions, of his uncle TheopKilus, yielded with mu^ rcr 
ludkance. See Facund. Hermian. 1. iv. c. i. Tillemont, iMem. 
Ecdef. tom. xiv. p. 477 — »83. 

(57) Socrates, 1. vii.:c.45. Theodoret, 1. v. c.3^. This evene 
reconciled the Joannites, who had hitherto refufed to acknowledge 
his fucceflors. During his lifetime, the . Joannitea were refpe&ed < 
by the catholics, as the true and orthodox communion of Conflaa- 
ttnople. - Their obftinacy gradually drove them to the brink of. 
fcbifm. 

(^8) According to fome s^ccountt (Baroniut» Anna!. JEcclef. 
A. D. 438. No. 9^ 10. )» the emperor was forced to fiend $, letter 
of invitation and excufes, before the body of the ceremoaioutfiuat 
couiS Ve moTcd from Comana. 
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hufband : Count John enjoyed, at leaft, the 
familiar confidence of the emprefej and the 
public named him as the real father of Theo- 
dofius the younger (59). The birth of a fon 
was accepted, however by the pious huiband, 
as an event the moft fortunate and honour- 
able to himfelf, to his family and to the 
eaftern world : and the royal infant, by an 
unprecedented favour, was invefted with the 
titles of Caefar and Auguftus. In Icfs than 
ifour years afterwards, Eudoxia, in the bloom 
of youth, was deftroyed by the confequences 
of a n^fcarriage ; and this untimely death 
confounded the prophecy of a holy bifliop ( 60), 
who, ainidft the univerfal joy, had ventured 
to foretel, that flic fliould behold the long 
and aufpicious reign of her glorious fon. 
The catholics applauded the juftice of heaven, 
whicli avenged the perfecution of St. Chry- 
. . foftom; ind perhaps the emperor was the 
only perfon who fincerely bewailed the lols of 
tlie haughty and rapacious Eudoxia. Such a 
domefUc misfortune afilifted him more deeply 
than the public calamities of theEaft (61); 
the licentious excurfions, from Pontus to 
Paleftine, of the Ifaurian robbers, whofe im- 
punity 

(59) Zofunus, 1. V. p. 315. The cha&ityof anemprefs ihould 
not be impeacKed without producing a witnefs; but it is aftonxihuig 
chat the Witnefs" ihould write and lire under a prince, whofe legi- 
timacy he dared to attack. We muft fuppofc that his hiftory was 
H party libel,- privately read and ciiculatcd by the Pagans. Tille- 
^noBt (Hift* des Smpcreurs, torn. t. p. 784.) is not avcrfe to brand 
,'the r^utation of Eudoxia. 

(60) Porphyry of Gaza. His zeal was tranfported by the order 
' I wUch he hJid obtained for the delhrudion of eight Pagan temples 

j of that city. See the curious details of his life (Baronius, A. D. 
/ 401. Nd. 17^— J 1.) originally written in Creel, or perhaps in 
1 Syriaci by a monk, one of his favourite deacons. 

I (61) Philoilorg. 1. zi. c. 8. and Godcfroy, Diflertat. p. 457. 
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punlty accufcd the weaknefs of the govern- 
ment; and the earthquakes, the conflagra- 
tions, the famine, and the flights of locufts 
(62), which the popular d&content was 
equally difpofed to attribute to the incapa- 
city of the monarch. At length in the 
thixty-firft year of his age, after a reign (if 
we may abufe that word) of thirteen years, 
three months, and fifteen days, Arcadius ex- 
pired in the palace of Confl:antinople. It is 
impoflible to delineate his charafter ; fince in 
a period very copioufly furniflied with 
hiftorical materials, it has not been poflible 
to remark one aftion that properly belongs 
to the fon of the great Theodofius. 

The hiftorian Procopius (63) has indeed Hi»fuppof- 
illuminated the mind of the dying emperor ^gnj,^ 
with a ray of human prudence, or celef- 
tial wifdom. Arcadius confidered, with 
anxious forefight, the helplefs condition of 
his fon Theodofius, who was no more than 
feven years of age, the dangerous factions of 
a minority, and the afpiring fpirit of Jezde- 
gerd, the Perfian monarch. Infl:ead of 
tempting the allegiance of an ambitious fub- 
(ect, by the participation of fupreme power, 
ne boldly appealed to the magnanimity of a 
king ; and placed, by a folemn teftament, 
the fceptre of the Eaft in the hands of Jezde- 
gerd himfelf. The royal guardian accepted 
and difcharged this honourable trufl: with un- 
Voi.. V. C c exampled 

(6*) Jerom (torn. vi. p. 73. 76.) defcribcs, in lively colours, 
the regular and deilnidtive march of thelocuftt, which fpread a 
dvk cloud between heaven and earth, over the Und of Palefline. 
Seaibnabic winds fcattered them, partly inta the Dead Sea, and 
partly into the Mediterranean. 

(6j) Brocopius, de Bell. Perfic. 1. i, c. 2. p. 8^ edit. i.ouvre. 
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cxampled fidelity ; and the infancy of Theor 
dofius was protected by the arms and coiin- 
cils of Perfia. Such is the fingular narrative 
of Procppius; and his veracity is not dif- 
putcd by Vgathias 64), while he prefunaes 
to diffent from his judgment, and to arn^igni 
the wifdom of a Cnriflian emperor, who, fo 
rafhly, though fo fortunately, committed 
his fon and Ms dominions to the unknowi^ 
faith of a ftranger, a rival, and a heathen. 
At the diftance of one hundred and fifty 
years, this political queftion might be* dcr 
bated in the court of Juftinian ; Jbut . a pru- 
dent hiftorian will refufe to eXjuoniiiie /the 
propriety ^till hejhasafcertainedthe Vra/A,of the 
tcftament of Arcadius. As itfiands without 
a parallel in the hiftory of the world, we may 
juftly require, that it fhould be attefted by 
the pofitive and unanimous evidence of con- 
temporaries. The ftrange novelty of the 
event, which excites our diftruft, muft have 
attrafted their notice; and their univerfal 
filence annihilates the vain tradition of the 
fucceeding age. 
Adminiftra The maxims of Roman jurifprudence, if 
thcm°iuC° ^^^y could fairly be transferred from private 
^. 1^. 408. property to public dominion, would have 
^^*^' adjudged to the emperor Honorius the guar- 
dianlhip of his nephew, till he had attained, 
at leaft, the fourteenth year of his age. But 
the weaknefs of Honorius, and the calami* 
ties of his reign, difquaUfied him from pro- 

fecuting 

[ (64) Agathias, i. iv. p. ij6, 137. Although he iconfefles the 
prevalence of the tniditxoo, he afliarts, that Procopiuf was the lirA 
lyho hiid comtultted it to writing. TiJlemont (Hift. des Empe*. 
rctirs, torn. yi. p. 597* ) argues veqr fenfibly on the merits of this 
fable. His criticifhk was not warped by any ecclefiafUcJkl au- 
thority : both Procopius and Agathias are half Pagans. 
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iecutlnff diis natural claim; and fuch was 
the ablolute reparation of the two monar- 
chieS) both in intereft and affe^on, that 
Conftantinople would have obeyed, with lefs 
reludbince, the orders of the Pcrfian, than 
tliofe of the Italian, court. Under a prince^ 
whofe weaknefs is difguifed by the ex- 
ternal figns of manhood and difcretion, the 
moftworthIefs£ivourites mayfecretly difpute 
•the empire ofydic palace; and diAate to 
fubmiMve ^provinces, the commands of 1 
m2^^, whom they direct and defpife. 
But the miniilers of a child, who is incapable 
of arming them with the fan^ion of the 
royal name, muft acquire and exercife an in- 
dependent authority. The great officers of 
the ftate and army, who had been appointed 
before the death of Arcadius, formed an 
ariftocracy, which might have infpired them 
with the idea of a free republic ; and the go- 
vemmeat of the eaftem empire was fortu- 
nately aflumed by the pncfeft Anthemius 
(65), who obtained, by his fuperior abilities, 
a lafting afcendant over the minds of his 
equals. The fafety of the young emperor 
proved the merit and integrity of Anthe- 
mius ; and his prudent firmneis fuftained the 
force and reputation of an infant reign* 
Uldin, with a formidable hoft of Barbarians^ 
was encamped in the heart of Thrace: he 
proudly rejecled all terms of accommo- 
C c 2 dation 5 

(65) Socrates, 1. Yii. c i. Amhemkit was tlt« graodCbn of Phi- 
Up, eneofthe miniftersof Conftantius, and the grandfather of the 
emperor Anthemius. After his return from the Perlian emhaify, 
h^ was appointed conful a«4 Fr«t«riaii prmieSt of the £aft, in the 
J99r 405; and held the pribfedhtre a^oiit ten years. See his 
hQnonrs and praiies in Godefr^f , C^d. Tbeod. ton. vu f, 350. 
fillemont, Hift. dci £inp. torn, vi, p. f, 4(«. 
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dation; and pointing to the rifing fun, de- 
clared to the Roman ambaffadors, that the 
courfe of that planet Ihould alone terminate 
the conquefts of the Huns. But the defer- 
tion of his confederates, who were privately 
convinced of the juftice and liberality of the 
Imperial minifters, obliged Uldin to repafs 
the Danube : the tribe of the Scyrri, which 
compofed his rear-guard, was almoft extir- 
pated ; aud many thoufand captives v/ere 
difperied, to cultivate, with fervile labour, 
the fields of Afia (66;. In the midft of the 
public triumph, Conftantinople was pro- 
tefted by a ftrong inclofure of new and more 
extenfive walls; the fame vigilant care. was 
applied to reftore the fortifications of the 
lUyrian cities ; and a plan was judicioufly 
conceived, which, in the* fpace of feven 
years, would have fecured the command ol 
the Danube, by eftablifhing on that river a 
perpetual fleet of two hundred and fifty 
armed veflels {6y). 
charaAer But the Romaus had fo long been accuf- 
n?ftm^noftonied to the authority, of . a monarch, that 
Puicheria, the firft cvcu amoug the females, of the Im- 
^•^?^'/*^perial family, who difplayed any courage or 
capacity, was permitted to afcend the vacant 
throne of Theodofius. His fifter Puicheria 
(68), who was only two years older than 
himfelf, received, at the age of fixteen, the 

tide 

(66) Sozomen, 1. ix. c. 5. He faw fomc Sqrrri at work near 
Mount Olympus, in Bythini^i, and cherifhed the vain hope that 
ttiofe captives were the laft of the nation. 

(67) Cod.Theod. 1. vii. tit.xvii. 1. xv. tit. I. leg. 49. 

(68) Sozomen has filled three chapters with a magnificent pane- 
gyric of Puicheria J. ix. c. i. a. 3.); and Tillemont (Memoires 
Ecclef. torn.. XV. p. 171 — 134>) has dedicated afeparate article to the 
honour of St. Puicheria, •virgin, and cmprels. 
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title of Augujia; and though her favour 
might be fometimcs clouded by caprice or in- 
tri^e, £he continued to govern the Eaftern 
empire near forty years; during the long 
minority of her brother, and after his death, 
in her own name, and in the name of Mar- 
cian, her nominal hufband. From a motive, 
either of prudence, or religion, flie embraced 
a life of celibacy ; and notwithftanding ibme 
afperfions on the chaftity of Pulcheria (69), 
this refolution which flie communicated to her 
fifters Arcadia and Marina, was celebrated 
by the Chriftian world, as the fublime effort 
of heroic piety. In the prefence of the 
clergy and people, the three daughters of 
Arcadius (70) dedicated their virginity to 
God ; and the obligation of their folemn 
vow was infcribed on a tablet of gold and 
gems ; which they publicly offered in the 
great church of Gonfliantinople. Their pa- 
lace was converted into a monaflery ; and all 
males, except the guides of their confcience,, 
the faints who had forgotten the diflinftion 
of fexes, were fcrupuloufly excluded 
from the holy trefhold. Pulcheria, her two 
fifters, and a chofen train of favourite dam- 
fels; formed a reUgious community : they 
renounced the vanity of drefs; interrupted, 
by frequent fafts, their fimple and frugal 
43iet J allotted a portion of their time to works 

of 

(69) Suidas (Excerpta, p. 68. in Script. Byzaat.) prctendt, o|i 
-the credit of the Ncftorians, that Pulcheria was exafpcratcd againft 

» their founder, becaufe he cenfured her connexion with the beau- 
tiful PauUnus, and her inceft with her brother Theodofius. 

(70) See Ducange, Famil. Byzantin. p. 70. FlacciUa the eldeft 
daughter, either died before Arcadius, or, if ^ lived till the yev 
431 (MarccUin. Chron.), forocdefe<ft of mind or body muft hvm 
•xcluided her from the honours of her rank. , 



^c 
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of cmbroiilpry ; and devoted fcvcral hours of 
the day »ad nignt to the exercifcs of prayer 
aad pialmody. The piety of a ChriiHan vir- 
gin was adorned by the zeal and liberality of 
an emprefs. Ecclefiafiical hillory dcfcribes 
the fplendid churches, which were built at 
the expence of Pulcheria, in all the provinces 
of the Eaft ^ her charitable foundations for 
the benefit of fbran^ers ^nd^ the poor ; the 
ample donations which (he affigned for the 
perpetual maintenance of wonaftic focieties ; 
and the aftivc feverity with which flie la- 
boured to fupprefe the oppofite hercfies of 
Neftorius and Eutyches. Such virtues were 
fuppofed to deferve the peculiar favour of 
the Deity; and the relics of martyrs, as 
well as the knowledge of future events, were 
communicated in viiions and revelations to 
the Imperial faint (71). Yet the devotion 
of Pulcheria never diverted her indefatigable 
attention from temporal affairs; and ihe 
^lone, among all the defcendants of the great 
Theodofius, appears to have inherited any 
fliare of his manly fpirit and abilities. , The 
elegant and familiar ufe which Ihe had ac- 
quired, both of the Greek and Latin Ian-* 
guagesj was readily implied to the various 
occafions of fpeaking, or writing on public 
bufinefs: her deliberations were maturely 

weighed; 

(7X) She was admoniihed, hj repeated dreams, of the place 
where the relics of the forty martyrs had been buried. .The gr«iuid 
Jlad fticceflivcly belonged to the boufe and garden of i woman of 
Conftatitifiople, tb a monaftet^ pf Ma<edoniah monks, and to a 
Schurch of St. Thyjftis, ere<arcid by Caefkrilis, whp wis cottftl 
A. D. 397; and thememdry of the relics T?frasalmoft obliterated: 
Kotwithftanding the charitabls wiflics oSf Dr. ' jortia (Remarks, 
txMn« iv* p, 2i34< )> it is not eaiV to acqvit Pulcheria of fome &ave 
<m the pious ^a»d; which muft'h^Ye been traafii^Mt wheaflw wa» 
ipfliore than fivc-and-thirty yeara of aj^«. ■ •• SL*^- '» - 
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weighed*} her afticms were prompt and de* 
cifive } ami whilft fhe moved v^thotit noife 
or oftcntation the wheel of government, fhe* 
difcreetly attributed to the genius of the 
emperor, the long tranquillity of his reign. 
In the laft years of his peaceful life, Europe 
was indeed afflided by the arms of Attila ; 
but the more extenfive provinces of Alia ftill 
continued to enjoy a profound and permanent 
repofe. Theodofius the younger was never 
reduced to the difgraceful neccfEty of en- 
countering and puniming a rebellious fubjeft: 
and fince we cannot applaud the vigour, fome 
praife maybe due to the mildnefs, and prof- 
perity, of the adminiftration of Pulcheria. 

The Roman world was deeply interefted in Education 
the education of its mafter, A regular cdurfetCT of xh?- 
of fttrdy andexercife was judicioufly inftitut- o<*ofius th« 
ed; of the military exercifes of riding, and^^'^*"' 
fliooting with the bow; of the liberal ftudics of 
grammar, rhetoric, andphilofophy: the moft 
Sdlful mafters of the Eaft ambitioufly foli- 
cited the attention of their royal pupil ; and 
feveral noble youths were introduced into the 
palace, to animate his dilligence by the emu- 
lation of frendfliip. Pulcheria alonie difcharged 
the important talk of ii;iftru6king her bro- 
ther in the arts of government; but her pre- 
cepts may countenance fome fufpicion of the 
extent of her capacity, or of the purity of her 
intentions. She taughc him to maintain a grave 
and majeftic deportment ; to walk, to hold his 
robes, to feat himfelf on his throne, in a manner 
worthy of a great prince; to abftain from 
laughter ; to liften with condefcenfion ; to re- 
turn fuitable anfwers^ to affume, by turns, a 
fcrious of a placid countenance j in a word, 

to 
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to rcprcfent with grace and dignity the extern 
nal figure of a Roman emperor. But Theodofi- 
us (72) was never excited to fupport the weight 
andgloryof anilluftrious name; and,infteadof 
afpinng to imitate hisanceftors, he degenerated 
(if we may prefume to meafure the degrees of 
intapacity) below the weaknefs of his father 
and his unde. Arcadius and Honorius had 
been aflifted by the guardian care of a parent, 
whofe leffons were enforced by his authority, 
and example. But the unfortunate prince, who 
is born in the purple, muft renj^n a ftranger 
to the voice of truth ; and the fon of Arca- 
dius was condemned to pafs his perpetual in- 
fancy, encompaffed only by a fervile train 
of women and eunuchs. The ample leifure, 
tvhich he acquired by neglefting the effential 
duties of his high office, was filled by 
idle amufements, and unprofitable ftudies. 
Hunting was the only aftive purfuit that 
could tempt him beyond the limits of the 
palace; but he moft afliduoufly laboured, 
fome times by the light of a midnight lamp, 
in the mechanic occupations of painting and 
carving ; and the elegance with which he 
traafcribed religious books, entitled the Ro- 
man emperor to the Angular epithet of CallU 

graphes^ 

(72) There is a rcmarkatle difference between the two ecclcfn 
jiftical hiftorians, who in general bear io clofe a reiemblance. So- 
2omen(l. ix c. i.) afcribes to Pulchcria the government of the em- 
pire, and the .education of her brother ; whom he fcarcely conde« 
fcend» to praife. Socrates, though he affededly difclaims all hopes 
of favour or fame, coinpofes an elaborate panegyric on the emperor, 
and cautioufly fupprefies the merits of his filler (1. vii. aa. 42). 
thiloftorgius (1. xii. c. 7,) expreffes the influence of Pulcheria in 
gentle and courtly language, Tac jSaff-iXixa? a-r.fxtuos'Si: immfnefAiw itai 
^liw'j.aa-a. Suidas (Excerpt, p. 53.) gives a true chara&er of Thc- 
odofiiis; and I have followed the example of Tillemont (torn, vn 
f'^S*)t in borrowing feme ibrokes froni the modern Greeks. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 393 

graph£Sy or a fair writer. Separated from 
the world by an impenetrable veil, Theodo- 
fius trufted the perfons whom he loved ; he 
loved thofe who were accuftomed to amufc 
and flatter his indolence ; and as he never 
perufed the papers that were prcfented for the 
royal fignature, the afts of injufticc the moft 
repugnant to his charafter, were frequently 
perpetrated in his name. The emperor him^ 
felf was chafte, temperate, liberal, and mer- 
ciful ; but thefe qualities, which can only de- 
ferve the name of virtues, when they arc 
fupported by courage, and regulated by dif- 
cretion, were feldom beneficial, and they 
fometimes proved mifchievous, to mankind. 
His mind, enervated by a royal education, 
was opprefled, and degraded, by abjed fu- 
perftition: he failed, he fung pfalms, he 
blindly accepted the miracles and doftrines, 
with which his faith was continually nou- 
rifhed. Theodofius devoudy worfliipped the 
dead and living faints of the Catholic church ; 
and he once refufed to eat, till an infolent 
monk, who had call an excommunication on 
his fov^reign, condefcended to heal the fpi- 
ritual wound which he had inflifted (73). 

Theftoryof a fair and virtuous maiden, charaa«r 
exalted from a private condition to the Im-andadven- 
perial throne, might be deemed an incredible ^Itf^^^p*** 
romance, it men a romance had not been ve-docia, 
rifled in the marriage of Theodofius. The^^^^^^*' 
celebrated Athenais (74) was educated by 

her 

(73) Thcodorct, 1. ▼. c.37. The biihoppf Cyrrhus, one of the 
firft men of his age for his learning and piety, applauds the obedi« 
ence of Theodofius to the divine laws. 

(74) Socrates (L vii. c. zi.) mentions her name (Athenais, the 
daughter p£ Leontius an Athenian fophiil}^ her baptUxh, marriage, 
^ ' ' and 
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her father Leontius in tHe rel%ioii and fci- 
ences of the Greeks; and fo advantageous 
was the opinion which the, Athenian philo- 
fopher entertained of his contemporaries, 
that he divided his patrimony between his 
two fons, bequeathing to his daughter a (mall 
legacy of one hundred pieces of gold, in the 
fively confidence that her beauty and merit 
would be a fufficient portion. The jealoufj 
«nd avarice of her brothers foon compeUed 
Athenais to feek a refuge at Conftantinopte ; 
and with fome hopes, either of juftice, or 
flavour, to throw herfelf at the feet of Pul- 
cheria. That fagadousprincefs lifiened to her 
eloquent complaint; and fecredy deiiined 
the daughter of the philofopher Leontius for 
the future wife of the emperor of the Eaft, 
who had now attained the twentieth year of 
his age. She eafily excited the curiofity of 
her brother, by an interefting pi^hnre of the 
charms of Athenais ; larg^e eyes, a well-pro** 
portioned nofe, a fair complexion, golden 
locks, a flender perfon, i graceful demea- 
siour, an underftanding improved by fludy, 
and a virtue tried by diftrefe.. The<)dofius, 
concealed behind a curtain in t£e apartment 
of his filler, was permitted to behold the 
Athenian virgin ; toe modeft youth immedi« 
ately declared his pure and honourable love ; 

and 

vni poetical g«niiir. Thie xnoft aodeat aeeonmt of her hiibry is ia 
John Malala (part ii. p. ao, ai. edit. Venet. 1733), and in the 
Pafckal Chronicle 'p. 51 f/ 312). Thofe authors had probably feen 
original piiftvres of the empreft ^udocia. The modem Greeks, 
Zonaras, Cedreuut, &^ have ds^laycd the Ibye, rather than the 
talent of fi<5lioa. From Nicephorus, inileed, I have ventured f 
affumc her age. The writer of a romance would not have imagined^ 
that Atheaaiswatnear twenty-eij^ht years old when jht inflamod 
^ heart of a youBf emperor. 
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and the royal nuptials were celebrated oniidfi 
the acclamations of the capital and the pro* 
vinces. Athenais, who was eaiily perfuaded 
to renounce the errors of Faganifai^ received 
at her baptifm the ChrifHan name of £u* 
docia ; but the cautious Pulcheria withheld 
the tide of Augufta, till the wife of Theodo- 
fius had approved her frmtfulnefe by the birth 
of a daughter, who efpoufcd, fifteen yean 
afterwards, the emperor of the Weft. The 
brothers of Eudocia obeyed, with fome anx* 
iety, her Imperial fummons ; but, as £be 
could eafily forgive their fortunate unkind* 
nefs, ihe indulged the tendernefs, or perhaps 
the vanity, of a fitter, by promoting them 
to the rank of confuls and praefeds. In thft 
liixury of the palace, flie ftill cultivated 
thofe ingenuous arts, which had contributed 
to her grcatnefs ; and wifely dedicated her 
talents to the honour of religion, and of her 
huiband. Eudocia compbled a poetical pa- 
raphrafe of the firft eight books of the Old 
Teftament, and of the prophecies of Daniel 
and Zacharia; a cento of the verfes of Homer, 
applied to the life and miracles of Chrift, the 
i^end of St. Cyprian, and a panegyric on 
thePerfian viftories of Theodofius: and her 
tmtings, which were applauded by a fervile 
and fuperftitious age, have not been difdained 
by the candour of Impartial criticifm (75). 

the 

(75) Socmtes, LtiI e. *i. Photiii*, p. 4i3--4ia TlicHc** 
•leric oento U ftill exumt, and hag b«en repej^tedly pruited { but the 
.claiin of Eudoda td that mfipid performance is dHptttM by the 
Critks. See Fal>ric|a»» BibUoth, Orisc. tpni. I. p. 357. The Tmia^ 
^ mifcellafieont diAionary: of hiftory and fable, wag coippUed b| 
JMother emprefsof the name of Eudocia, who lived in the d«trentfi 
^torji andth^workuiUUextsuitinmaa^rcript^ ' "'^ 
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The fondnefs of the emperor was not abated 
by time and poffeflion ; and Eudocia, after 
the marriage of her daughter, was permitted 
to difcharge her greatful vows by a folemn 
pilgrimage to Jerufalem. Her oftentatious 
progrefs through the Eaft may feem incon- 
fiftent with the fpirit of Chriftian humility : 
flie pronounced, from a throne of gold and 
gems, an eloquent oration to the fenate of 
Antioch, declared her royal intention of en- 
larging the walls of the city, beftowed a 
donative of two hundred pounds of gold 
to reftore the public baths, and accepted the 
fiatues, which were decreed by the gratitude 
of Antioch. In the Holy Land, her alms 
and pious foundations exceeded the munifi- 
cence of the great Helena ; and though the 
public trcafure might be icnpoveriflied by this 
exceffive liberality, fhe enjoyed the confcious 
iatisfadion of returning to Conftantinople 
with the chains of St. Peter, the right arm of 
St. Stephen, and an undoubted pifture of the 
Virgin, painted by St. Luke (76). But* this pil- 
grimage was the fatal term of the glories of 
Eudocia. Satiated with empty pomp^ and un- 
mindful, perhaps, of her obligations to Pulche- 
ria, fhe ambitioufly afpired to the government 
of the Eaftern empire: the palace was diftrafted 
by female difcord ; but the viftory was at laft 
decided, by the fuperior afcendant of the 
lifter of Theodofius. The execution of Pau- 
linus, mafter of the •offices, and the difgrace 
of Cyrus, Praetorian praefeft of the Eaft, 
convinced the public, that the favour of 
Eudocia was infufficicnt to proteft her moft 
faithful friends; and the uncommon beauty 

'of 

(76) Baronius. fAnnal Ecclef. A. D. 438, 439.) is copious and 
florid; but he is accufed of placing the lies of different ages on th^ 
lame Icv^l of authenticity. 
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of Paulinus encouraged the fecret rumour, 
that his guilt was that of a fuccefsful lover 
(77). As foon as the emprefs perceived that 
the afFeclion of Theodofius was irretrievably 
loft, flhe requefted the permiffion o^ retiring 
to the diftant folitude of Jerufalem. She ob- 
tained her requeft ; but the jealoufy of The- 
odofius, or the vindictive fpii'it of Pulcheria, 
purfued her in her laft retreat ; and Satur- 
ninus, count of the domeftics, was direfted 
to punifti with death two ecclefiaftics, her 
moft favoured fervants. Eudocia inftantly 
revenged them by the affaflination of the 
count: the furious paffions, which flie in- 
dulged on this fufpicious occafion, feemed 
to juftify the feverity of Theodofius ; 
and the emprefs, ignominioufly ftript of 
the honours of her rank (78), was dif- 
graced, perhaps unjuftly, in the eyes of the 
world. The remainder of the life of Eudocia, 
about fixteen years, was fpent in exile and 
devotion; and the approach of age, the 
death of Theodofius, the misfortunes of her 
only daughter, ,who was lead a captive from 
Rome to Carthage, and the fociety of the 
Holy Monks of Paleftine, infenfibly con- 
* firmed the religious temper of her mind/ 
After a full experience of the viciflitudes of 
liuman life,' the daughter of the philofopher 
Leontius expired, at Jerufalem, in the fixty- 
feventh year of her age j protefting with her 

dying 

(77) In this ihort view of the difgrace of Eudocia, I have iai^ 
tated the caution of Evagrivs (1. i.e. ai.V, and count Marcellinus 
(iiiChron. A. D. 440 and 444). The two authentic ^ates afligned 
by the latter, overturn a great part of the Greek fidfcions; and the 
celebrated ftory of the a^ie, &c. is fit only for the Arabian Nights, 
where fomething not very unlike it may be found. 

(78) Prircus(in Excerpt. Legat. p. 69.), a contemporary, and a 
courtier, dryly mentions her Pagan and ChiiSiisfiJistmes, it^ithout' 
adding any title of honour or refpei^. 
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dying breath, that flie had never tranfgrefled 
the bounds of innocence and friendihip (79). 
iVPerfitn The gentle mind of Theodofius was never 
I!n.4aa. inflamed by the ambition of conqueit, or 
military renown ; and the flight alarm of a 
Perfian war fcarcely interrupted the tranquil* 
Kty of the Eaft. The motives of this war 
were juft and honourable. In the laft year of 
the reign of Jezdegerd, the fuppofed guar- 
dian of Theodofius, a bifliop, who afpired 
to the crown of martyrdom, deftrdyed one 
of the fire-temples of Sufa (80). His zeal and 
obfiinacy were revenged on his brethren : the 
Magi excited a cniel perfecution; and the in- 
tolerant zeal of Jezdegerd was imitated by 
his fon Vararanes, or Bahram, who foon 
afterwards afcended the throne. Some 
Chriftian fugitives, who efcaped to the Ro- 
man frontier, were fternly demanded, and 
generoufly refufed; and the refufal, aggra- 
vated by commercial difputes, foon kindled 
a war betwe^sn the rival monarchies. The 
mountains of Armenia, and the plains of 
Mefopotamia, were filled with hoftile armies ; 
but the operation of two fucceffive campaigns 

were 

(79) For the /w« pUgrimagcs of Eudocia, and her l«ng rcfidencc 
at Jerufalcm, her devotion, alms, &c. fee Socrates i\. vii. c. 47 ) 
and Evagriiis (L i. c. zo, ar, aa). The Pafchal thronide' may 
fometimcs 4i«fcrvc regard ; and, in the domeiiic hiftoiy of An- 
tioch, John Malala becomes a writer of good authority. 
The Abhc Cuencc, in a memoir on the fertility of Paleftinc, of 
which I have only feen an extraft, calculates the gifts of Budocla 
«t ao,4<SS pounds of gold, above 800,000 pounds Sterling. 

(80) Thcodorct, Lv. c. 39. Tillemont, Mcja. Ecckf. tom.xii. 
p. 356-^364. AflfeAi'anni, BibL Oriental, torn. iii. p. 396. torn, iv. 
|>. 61. Theodoret blames the raflinefs of Abdas, but extok the 
conftancy of his martyrdom. Yet I do not clearly uodtriUnd the 
cafniftry. which prohibits mt repairing the dajusee which wc have 
«i>la%iFftdly coimnitted. 
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were not produdive of any decifive or me- 
morable events. Some engagements were 
fought, fome towns were befieged, with va- 
rious and doubtful fuccefs ; and if the Ro« 
mans failed in their attempt to recover the 
long loft poffeffion of Nifibis, the Perfians 
were repulfed from the walls of a Mefopota- 
mian city, by the valour of a martial bifliop, 
who. pointed his thundering engine in the 
name of St. Thomas the Apoftle. Yet the 
fplendid victories which the incredible fpeed 
of the meffenger Palladius repeatedly an- 
nounced to the palace of Conftantinople,' 
were celebrated with feftivals and panegyrics* 
From*thefe panegyrics the hifiorians (81) of 
the age might borrow their extraordinary, 
and, perhaps, fabulous, tales ; of the proud 
challenge of a Perfian hero, who was en- 
tangled by the net, and difpatched by the 
fword, of Areobindus the Goth ; of the ten 
thoufand Immortals^ who were flain in the at- 
tack of the Roman camp ; and of the hun- 
dred thoufand Arabs, or Saracens, who were 
impelled by a panic terror to throw them*^ 
felves headlong into the Euphrates. Such 
events may be difbelieved, or difregarded; 
but the charity of a bifliop, Acacius of 
Amida, whofe name might have dignified 
the faintly calendar, fliall not be loft in ob- 
livion. Boldly declaring, that vafes of gold 
and filver are ufeleis to a God who neither 
tats nor drinks, the generous prelate fold the 
plate of the church of Amida; employed 

the 

(81) Socntcs (LtiLc. i8» 19, lo, fti.) U the beft author to 
liie Perfian war. We may likewife confult t|ie three Chroaidet the 
^afchaly"^ oad th«le of Marcdliniu tad Mahli, 
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the price in the redemption of feven thou- 
land Pcrfian captives ; fupplied their wants 
With afFeftionatc liberality; and difmiffed 
them to their native country, to inform their 
king of the true fpirit of the religion which 
he pcrfecnted. The praftice of benevolence 
in the ifiidft of war muft always tend to af- 
fuage the animofity of contending nations ; 
and I wifli.to'perfuade myfelf, that Acacius 
tontributed to the f eftoration of peace. In 
the conference which was held on the limits 
of the two empires, the Roman ambaffadors 
degraded the perfonal charafter of their fo- 
vereign, by a vain attempt to magnify the 
extent of his power ; when they feiloufly 
advifed the Perfians to prevent, by a timely 
accommodation, the wrath of a monarch, who 
was yet ignorant of this diftant war. A 
truce of one hundced years was folemnly ra- 
tified ; and although the revolutions of Ar- 
menia might threaten the public tranquillity, 
the eflential- conditions of this treaty were re- 
:^efted near fourfcore years by the fucceffors 
of Conftantinc'and Artaxerxes. 
Armenia Sincc the Romau and Pa^rthian ftandards 
mienlh^^'^^ encountered on the banks of the Euphrates, 
Perfians the kingdom of Armenia (82) was alternatjcly 
andtheRo-oppreffed by its formidable proteftors; and, 
A. D. 431 -in the courfe of this Hiftory, feveral events, 
•^440 which 

(89I This account of the ruin and divifion of the kingdom of 
Armenia is taken from the third book of the Armenian hiftory of 
Mofes of Chorene.' Deficient as he is in every quahfication of a 
good hiftorian, his local information, his pailions, and his preju* 
dices, are (Irongly expreflivc of a aative and contemporary^ Pro- 
copius.(de £dificiis> l*iii« c. i. 5*) relates the fame fa<&si|i a very 
di£rerent manner; but I have extra^ed the circumftances the moft 
probable in themfelves, and the leaft inconfiftcnt with Mefcs of 
Chorjcne. 
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which inclined the balance of peace and war, 
have been already related. A difgraceful 
treaty had refigned Armenia to the ambition ' 
of Sapor ; and the fcalc of Perfia appeared tcf 
preponderate. . But the royal race of Arfaces 
impatiently fubmitted to the houfe of Saflan ; 
the turbulent nobles affeited, or betrayed, 
their hereditary independence ; and the na- 
tion was ftill attached to the Chrijiian princes 
of Conftaiitinople. In the beginning of the 
fifth century, Armenia was divided by the 
prbgrefs of war. and faftion (83); and the 
unnatural divifion precipitated the downfal 
of that ancient monarchy. Chofrofes, the 
Perfian vaffal, reigned over the Eaftern and 
moft extenfive portion of the country ; while 
the ' Weftern province acknowledged the 
jurifdiftion of Arfaces, and the fupre- 
macy of the emperor Arcadius. After the 
death of Arfaces, the Romans fuppreffed the 
regal government, and impofed on their al- 
lies the condition of fubjefts. The mili.tary 
command was delegated to the count of the* 
Armenian frontier ; the city of Theodofio- 
polis(84) was built and fortified in a ftrong 
fituation, on a fertile and lofty ground, near 
Vol. V. Dd the 

(83) The weftern Armenians ufcd the Greek langijage and cha- 
• ra&ers in their religious offices ; but the ufe of that hoftile tongue 

was prohibited by the Perfians in the eaftem provinces, which wer^ 
obliged to uie the Syriac, till the invention of the Armenian let- 
ters by Mefrbbes^ in the beginning of the fifth century, and the 
fubfequent verfion of the Bible into the Armenian language; an 
. event which relaxed the connet^on of the church and nation with 
Conftantinople. 

(84) Mofcs Choren. 1. tii. c. 59. p. 309. and p. 358. Pro- 
copius, de Edificiis, 1. iii. c. 5. Theodoiiopolia Hands, or rather 
ftood, about thirty-fivt miles to the eaft of Arzeroum, the modera 
capital of Turki(h Armenia. See d* Anville, Geogni|hie Andenne» 
texp. ii. p. 99, xoo. 
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the fources of the Euphrates ; and the depen- 
dent territories were ruled by five fatraps, 
- whofe dignity was marked by a peculiar habit 
of gold and purple. The lefs fortunate nobles, 
\\'ho lamented the lofs of their king, and en- 
vied the honours of their equals, were pro- 
voked to negociate their peace and pardon at 
the Perfian court j and returning, with their 
follov/ers, to the palace of Aitaxata, acknow- 
ledged Chofroes for their lawful fovereign. 
About thirty years afterwards, Artafires, the 
nephew and fucceflor of Chofroes, fell under 
the difpleafure of the haughty and capricious 
nobles of Armenia; and they unanimoufly 
defired a Perfian governor in the room of an 
unworlJiy kirg. The anfwer of the arch- 
l>if}iop Ifaac, whofc fanclion they carneftly 
Ipiicited, is exprefiive of the character of a 
iupentitious people. He deplored the mani- 
ic{t and inexcufable vices of Artafires; 
and declared, that he ihould not hefitate to 
accufe him before the tribunal 'of a Chriftian 
emperor, who would puniili, v/ithout de- 
iiroying, the fi^ner. " Our king," conti- 
liued l?:iac, " is too much addifted to liccn- 
" tious pleafures, but he has been purified in 
" the holy waters of baptifm. He is a lover 
" of wometi, but he does not adore the fire 
" or the elements. He may defervc the re- 
" proacli of lewdnefs, but he is an un- 
" doubted Catholic; and his faith is pure, 
" though his manners are flagitious. I will 
" never confcnt to abandon my flieep to 
'' the rage of devt uring wolves ; and you 
" would loon repent your rafh exchange of 
^'^ the infirmities of a believer, for the fpe- 

^' cious 
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*' cious virtues of an heathen (85)/* Exaf- 
perated by the firmnefs of Ifaac, the faftious 
nobles accufed both the king and the arch- 
bifhop as the fecret adherents of the empe- 
ror ; and abfurdly rejoiced in the fentence of 
condemnation, which, after a partial hearing, 
was folemnly pronounced by Bahram himfelf. 
The defcendants of Arfaces were degraded 
from the royal dignity (86) ; which they 
had poffefled above five hundred and fixty 
years (87) ; and the dominions of the unfor-* 
tunate Artafires, under the new and fignifi- 
cant appellation of Perfarmenia, were redu- 
ced into the form of a province. This ufur- 
pation excited the jealoufy of the Ro- 
man government ; but the rifing difputes 
were foon terminated by an amicable, though 
unequal, partition of the ancient kingdom of 
Armenia ; and a territorial acquifition, which 
Auguftus might have defpifed, refleAed fome 
luftre on the declining empire of the younger 

Theodofius. , 

\ 

(85) Mofes Choren. 1. iil. c. 63. p. -^16. According to the in- 
^Itution of St. Gregory the apoftle of Armenia, the archbilhop 
was always of the royal family ; a circumftance which in fome de- 
gree, corre6ted the influence of the facerdotal charader, and united 
the mitre with the crown. 

(86) A branch of the royal houfe of Arfaces flill fubfifted, with 
the rank and poffeffions (as it Ihould feem) of Armenian fatraps. 
See Mofes Choren. 1. iii. c. 6^. p. 3*1. 

(07) Valarfaces was appointed king of Armenia by his brother 
the Parthian monarch, immediately after tne defeat of Antiochus 
Sidetes (Mofes Choren. 1. ii. c. a. p. 85.), one hundred and thirty 
yea- s before Chrift. Without depending on the various and con- 
tradidlory periods of the reigns of the laft kings, we maybe af- 
fured, tkat the ruin of the Armenian kingdom, happened after the 
council of Chalcedon, A. D. 43* (1. iii c 6i.p. 312.); andunder 
Veramus, or Bahram, king of Perfia (1. iii. c. 64 p. 317.), who 
reigned from A. D. 420 to 440. See AlTemanni, Bibliot» Oriental, 
torn. iii. p. 396. 

End of the fifth VoXume. 
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